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LETTEil CCLVII. 

Richard Croke to Lord Cromwell; that he had 
preached three score Sermons in fanor of the King's 
Supremacy f with a List of the places where they 
had been preached. 

[STAT. PAP. OFF.. MISC. CORRESP. 2 Ser, vii. 695. OtigJ] 

Please yt yowr good Lordeshippe to be aduer- 
tysed that I have syns the tyme of my lycence gyven 
me by yowr I/Nrdeshippe to pieche, made thys yeie 
upon the poynte of£ threscore Sermons, not faihng in 
eveiy on off them to speke effectually ayenste the 
usurped power off the Busshoppe of Rhome, and 
somtyme, as the mater gave me occasion, ayenste 
th'abomination off h3rm, his Cardinallsy and hys 
cloystered hypocriteSj wherein I have taken thys 
ordre. 

Firste, I have shewed them that Petre, by whom 

B2 




4 OR^ICUNAJL- LETTERS. 

. • • • 

the Busshoppe orHliome dialengetli his primacye, 
nevei; iiadi;io sutch thinge gyveu him by God. 
•^^Qiidaryly lliat the scriptures wherby they wolde 
•/T?jaynteyne the primacye off Petre, were not spoken 
'•,1 : ' nor mente to Petres person, but al busshoppes and 
pristes and to the whole chyrche. 

Thyrdelyi I lay the presedent off Nicene Counsel 
naming fonre patriarks, wheroff the Bushoppe off 
Rhoiiie is laste. 

Forthely, that tfi primUkta Eeclena that the name 
and authorite off bushoppe and priste were al but on 
thinge unto the tyme that mannys policye, to avoyde 
schismesy devised the pre-eminence amongste pristes 
by the name off a busshoppe. 

Fiftely, I shew that the Bushoppes of Rhome have 
always, for mayntenance off tfaeyr pompeil and fruteles 
ceremonyes, bene cause off al the greatest scismes that 
bathe bene in Christs Chyrche. 

Sixtely, I shew that th'especial off a bushoppe ys to 
preche and teche, whiche because the Bushoppe off 
Rhome can nothing do here, nor in none other places 
but only in Rhome, I conclude that he can in no 
wyse be bushoppe here or in any other places but 
only in Rhome, and by consequent primate in no 
place but there, seing that he chalengith this pri- 
macye by his function episcopal only. 

These things declared, and proved by evident rea- 
son grounded upon scripture ; by authorite off th*aim- 
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dent doctors; by the saing off More and other 

papists them selffs ; by semilitudes mete to make the 
people to perceve the force off my reasons made in that 
be halffe, I have often founde the people so inclinable 
unto the treuth, that, in divers places, many as wel off 
the lay men as off the pristes hathe after my Sermons 
comen to me, and lamenting thejrr ignorance and 
longe lacke off instruction in these things^ desyered 
me to repete som off my reasons and authoriQres 
agayne. So that yff al prechers, at the leste in those 
places wherQ they never did preche bef ore, wolde 
S3mcerely and effectually todie these maters, Ldouzt 
not but the people wolde be sone enducyd to be 
utter enemyes unto the Bushoppe of Rhome and al 
his cloysters. 

I have endosyd herein a byl off the names off the 
Chyrches wheiin I have prechid, that yff it please 
yowr Lordeshippe the same may by examination off 
the mater shortely prove whither I have handellyd 
my selff as syncerely and ernestely in those matters 
as I have pretendyd. And the Chyrches wh^r I have 
bene more than ons, I have marked with certayne 
pricks before the name off the same, declaring how 
many tymes I have prechyd thys yere« in som on off 
them. 

Beseeching yowr Lordeshippe that myne absence 
from the College, for the tyme that I am thus occu- 
pyedi may never be prejudicial unto me, and I truste 
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that I ahal do the Kings Highnes suttch service as 

yowr Lordeshippe shal thinke to be worthy muche 
thanks. And thus I besecha the most blyssed Tiinite 
evennore preserve your Lordeahippe. At Bugbye^ 
the xxviij. ofiTMaxche. 

Yow' Lordeshippe's moste bounden bedeman 

RICHARD CROKE, SulhdeafL 



• •••Bugbye myne 
owyne* 
The College 

Dauentrye 

. . Westliaddon 
..Wolton 
. . Norton 
. . .StartoQ 
..Nuporte Panel 
.Afltewod 
.Cbichely 

Noffhaniploii 



. . Bugkingham 
Hanslope 
Stony Stratforde 
Leghton Bosarde 
Oldney 

. .Tocetre 
Saint Probas 
Barkhanipstede 
Brikchyl the tho- 

rovrfare 
Brikchyl tfie mmn 
Fenny Stratforde 
Blazley 
Vlttdbuye 



Potters Purg 
Pullers Purge 
.. Maides INIorton 

Hadstocke 
..Wykyn 
Thornton 
Th<»rueborow 
. . Leohampstede 
. .Lillingstone Darel 
. . LiUipgstone Lovel 

Padbfi^ 
••l^ostet* 



LETTER CCLVIIL 

Abbot Whiting to Cromwell, who had asked for Mr* 
Mauriee Berkeley to have the appomttnenU of Mai" 
ter of the Game, and of the Office of Keeper, with 
the herbage and pannage of the Fark of Norikmde* 

[ibid. % 8er, siiL 61. OH^.] 
Right honorable my singler goode Lorde, my 

dtttie in recommendacons remembred unto your good 

• Look BiHUif hi HotSbmmptcnAin, to Sw facimbaMy of whieh Croke hm 
presented by the Cnnni, in light of the Dodqr «f LnuMter, Jane ISIh» 1531. Btg, 
l^flBgl, S|^iaGt Line* 
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Lordshipp. Pleaseth itt youie saide goode Lord- 

shippe to be advertised thatt the xxiiij''' daje of this 
moneth of Maiche, I received honorable and 
mooste lovinge lettres, perceivinge by the same thatt 
youre Lordshippes pleasure ys. thatt I shulde inde- 
layedly grapnte unto your senraunte Mr. Maurice 
Berkeley, by my Convente Seall, the Maistershippe 
of the game^ th'office of the K^per, and the herbage 
and pawnage of my Parke of Northwode in revercion 
after Thomas Alen, my keper there. My good 
Lorde, soo itt is thatt the Maiiftershipp of tiie game as 
well of thatt parke as of all wother my parkes be all 
redie graunted att the contemplacon of yojor goode 
Lordeshipp unto M'. John Wadhame, your servaunte. 
And as toucluDg the herbage and pannage of my 
said Parke, I hay^ made a lease therof to the saide 
Thomas Alen and one Robert Hyatt, for terme of 
yij. yeres, wherof thre yeres be fullye past, yeldinge 
and payinge yerely for the same xxvij*>. viij**., and 
also to fynde yerly sufficiente pasture for ij, stallens, 
xiiij. mares and there ffoles, and to leve sufficient 
pasture for one thousaunte dere and sufficient hey 
for them in wynter, and to repaire and scoure all the 
dicheis within the pale att their propre costes and . 
charges, with diuers other convenauntes conteyned in 
the same leasse. And also the same Thomas Alen 
hath the kipinge of the said Parke duringe the said 
terme ; ffor exercisinge wherof he hath yerely ffyve 
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marks withoute other prolites or avauntages. 
And I am chaiged to the Kinge for the said Parke 
accordinglye. My singler good Lorde, by thes my 
lettres I have advertised youre good Lordeshipp the 
truth of every thinge concemynge yo*" pleasure ai^d 
desier by yo' said honorable lettres. Wherfor the 
premisses considered by your good Lordeshipp (in 
whom is ray singler truste) I am veray well contented 
to accomplisshe jour Loideshipps pleasure^ wherewith 
I shalbe as gladde as any man lyyinge, as Imowith 
the blessed Triuitie^ whoo alwayes preserve your good 
Lordeshipp in prosperous helth and honor. Att 
Glastonbury, the xxviij*^ day of March. 

Yo' Lordeshipps assured bedeman 

Ric. Abbott ther. 

To tiie li^ hooonUe and nyne eipeoiaU 
goode lorde, Thomas Loide GrameweDs 
goode Loideshipp, be this dd. 



LETTER CCLIX. 

Ralph Sadler to Secretary Cromwell. The King de^ 
termines that no Mearse ihall be set up in St. FatiTs 
for the Prineeu Dowager, Lettere etamped. Diffi^ 
culty in getting the King to sign bills* 

[ibid. % Set, zzxvii. SS. Orfp.] 
SlR^ it may please you to be advertised that uppon 
my repayre this mommg unto the Kings Highnes, I 
declared unto his Grace all things conteyned in my 
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Memoryalli whereunto his Grace answered that as 
for any Heise to be had at Paules, siirelie it should 
be to his Grace more charge then is eyther requysite 
or nedefull; sayeng (uppon my replieng that his 
Graces raster had one at Panles) that she was a 
Quene," and that £S[)rasmoche as the Pryncesse dowa- 
gier shalbe buryed at Peterborough with so grete so- 
lempnisacion, and the Emperors Ambassador with 
other astats to be there present, it shalbe sufficyent 
manyfestacion to the worlde without any ferther 
charge ; fynally detexmyning that there shall nede no 
hme to be at Paules. To the Frensh Ambassador 
also, his Highnes sayeth it shall not be requysite to 
gyve any momyng vesture ; with the residue of the 
order taken by you and M*^ Comptroller, his Grace is 
veray well pleased. 

As touching th*Instructions for my Lorde Wiltn* 
and Bisshop elect of Saynt Assaph^ the Kyngs High-^ 
hm first appoynted me to com to him at masse tyme 
to rede the same unto his Grace: at which tjme, 
when I cam he saied he wold take a tyme of more 
leysor, commandyng me to tary untiU the evenyng 
when he saied he should have best leysour, because 
he wolde maturely advyse and peruse the saide In- 
structions. And I doubt lest his Grace will cause 
me to tary here veray late, wherefore I thought good 
to signifie this unto you, and also to sonde all the 

* Muy the Freuch Queen died on Mukummer Eve 1533, and was buried at St. 
BdmmidrtMMty. 

. B 5 
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• 

lettres that be stamped by this berer. I thinke also 
it wolbe harde to gette any Billes signed at this 
tyme, seeng that I have myssed to have them don at 
masse tyme ; I shall, nevertheles, do the best I can, 
albeit^ as je knowe, his Grace is alwayes loth to 
signe, and I thinke he deferred the reding of the In- 
structious at masse tyme because he was not willii^ 
to signe. 

1 delyuered unto his Grace your locke, and open- 
ed unto him all the gynnes of the same, which his 
Grace lyketh marvelously well, and hertely thankd 
you for the same. Thus the Holie Tryny te preserve 
yo' long lif and good helth with th*eneiease of honor. 
At Greenwich, this Tewsdaye at none with the rude 
and hastie hand of humble senrante, 

BAFB 8ADLETR. 

yo the right honourable and his Binguler 
good M*; W Thomas Cnunwell, prin- 
dpaU Secretary to the Kings HIghMB. 



LETTER CCLX. 

Margaret Vwwm^ kUe Prioreu of Idttle Marlow, to 

Secretary CroTJVwell, to aid in j^roviding her with a 

subHstenee, 

* lum, a Ser, zIt. 109. Onjg.] 

*«* Margaret Vernon was ike last Prioress of Little Marlow, and 
evidently a woman of a caltivrnted mmd. Several <lther Letters from 
her, beside this before the reader, are pretmed among Crom- 
well's papers* Cromwell made her the eaxUeet preceptrees of 
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his sou. In one, she says, " Rig;ht worschipfull Sir, with all my 
hart I recommend me unto you, certifying you that your son is in 
good helth, and is a very good skoler, and can coustrew his Pater- 
noster, Ave, and Credo. I dowght not but at your comyng next to 
me ye shall lyke hym very well." In another, And yf it like you 
to here of your sou and his master, they byn bootJie in good helth, 
thankyd be God, and doth prospere in leming more now in oon day 
than before in a weeke, be reson of Nycholas Saddelar, who is of 
very good condicions and diligent. Sir, M' Copland every morning 
gevith to every of them a lateu, the which Nycholas dooth bere a 
wey, as well Gregori's lesson as his owne, and makyth the same 
Gregory perfit ayenst his tyme of rendryng; in the which their 
Master takyth such comford that thryse on the day he spendith with 
tihem a tyme." 

Willis, in a maaincript Note to bit History of Mitred Abbies, 
says she occvn M Prioress of Little Bfarlow in lSt4. Afterwards, 
probably by Cromwell's interest, she was dectod Abbess of Mall- 
ing. This latter Monastery she snirendered to the King Oct. SOtfa, 
]5S8y 80 Hen.'VIlI., and bad a pension of 401. a-year, wliile no 
nun of the HOose had a higher pension than SI. Of. 8d. : the dear 
▼aloe of Mnlllngy, aoooiding to Dngdale, prodaciag no more than 
218l.4ffSid. 

After most humble comendations, 8cc» Pleaseth 
it your goodnes to be adyertised that I have dyven 
tymes ben at the Rolles to have spoken with your 
Mastership^ but by the reason of the great multitude 
of outers, and also for lacke of frendship within your 
Mastership his Howse^ I am kepte backe^ so that I 
can not come to your presens to sollicite my cause.* 

* The BoUb was a place of great biuiness with Lord CromwelL Sir Ralph Sad- 
ler, in m of lui Leiten to Crouwdl, 1589, «9«—"A]IwMelMtiw Kings Mageate 
tdnlih in veray good parte ; sayeng notliing dies to me, for answer of all thoae 
tUB|^ which in dede be not moche answerable, hut that your I/ordeship was in 
the MHne case, when ye cam to the llolles, as his Grace was when be cam to West- 
idaitMr; fior when he is diere, he n|«l lie had nCMheadoto gett ttMnat andae 
your Lordeship tic ^aved, when ye com to die BoQie, have DO leaw a da to get 
awi^e." Stat. Pap. Off. 1830, vol. i. p. ftlO. 
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Wherfore, I most humblye besech you to lycens me 
to write my mynde at large. And that it maye 
staude with your pleasor to comande one within your 
Howse to put you in remembrance for any ausware 
of your determination and pleasor. Syr, my request 
ys to desire you to caU to remembrance your 
and comfortable promises made both unto me and 
unto my frendes, whereunto I baye ever hitherto 
trusted: besechinge your goodnes to open unto me 
some parte of your detenninacQn what thing ye mynde 
that I shall have : or els to helpe me to some reason- 
able lyvinge, so that I maye not contynue this longe 
sute. Eor I have but senglye provyded for my self to 
maynteyne it with all, be cause your Mastership 
comanded me that I shuld nothing imbeciU or take 
awaye, but leave the Howse as wealtliie as I cowld, 
which comandement I folowed. I hope aU shalbe 
for the best. I praye oure Lorde put in your hearte 
to make provision for me accordinge to his holy will 
and pleasor, and wholye to rule your Mastership by 
his spirite. Amen. Written from Stepney, the daye 
after S. Paull. 

Your assured and most humble beydewoman, 

MARGRET VERNON. 

l(Ue Priores of Utle Marlaw. 

to the right worshipfull Master CrumweU, 
the Kyuge hia Chief Secretary. 
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LETTER CCLXL 

Lee Bishop of LicJ^ld and Coventry ^ and Sir Thomas 
JEnglefieldf to Secretary/ Cromwell, upon the exttrpa^ 

tion of certain Outlaws from Wales. 

[ibid. xzt. OSO. Or^.] 

After my moste harty recommendacoiiSy this 
sbalbe t'advertiseyou that we have receaved from you 

the twoo outlawes, named David Lloide or Place, 
and John ap Richard Hoddlton, with Richard ap 
Howell, alias Somner, the murderer at Muinnoutli, 
ffox the which we hartely thanke you. And the said 
twoO outlawes we have sent to their triall, according 
to Justice, which to morowe they shall receyve (God 
pardon their sowles). And ffiirther» within twoo 
dayes after the receyving of the saide theves, were 
brought to us jiij. other outlawes as great or greater 
then the forsaade David and John "^ere, and twoo of 
the ffirst of them had byn outlawed thies xvj. years ; 
wherof iij. were in liffe, and oone slayne brought in 
a sacke trussed uppon a horse, whom we have cawsed 
to be hanged uppon the galowes here for a signe. 
Wolde Gt>d ye had seen the ffiishion therof. Hit 
chaunced the same day to be markett daye here, by 
reason wherof iijC. j^eople ffolowed to see the said 
Cariage of the saide thief in the sacke, the maner 
wherof had not been seen heretofore. * What shall 



Digitized by Google 



« 



14 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

wee say ffiyrther: all the theves in Wales qwake ffor 

ffeare, aiid, att this day, we doo assure you, ther is 
but oone thief of name of the sorte of outlawes, 
whose name is Hugh Duraunt, trust3mg to have him 
shortely. So that uowe ye may boldely affirme that 
Wales is reduct to that state that oone thief taketh 
an other, and oone Cowe kepith an other ifor the 
moste parte, as Lewes, my seryamity at his i:etorDe 
shall more at large enforme you. The takers of thies 
outlawes were my Lord of Bichmonds teuaunts, oif 
Keviliske and Amstley, moste parte ffor ffeare and 
money, and parte ffor to have thanks, and partely to 
have some of their kynzedd discharged. Beseching 
you that the Kyngs Highnes may be advertised 
hereof. And thus the Holy Trinitie preserve you. 
From Ludlowe, the zix* daye of January. 

Your most bownden 

ROLAND CO. BT LICH. 

At your comaundment, 

T. ENOLE£ILD« 

. Dicken ap ho^^ dio Bagh 

'ilayne -^^^^^ ^^'^ ^^g^* ho'^ Banjior 
Howell ap Dayid Yayne 

^ John Dee Jrnydw, alias John ap Meredith. 

To the right worshipful! Master Thomas 
Gmmwell, CIMef Secretary unto the 
Kings Highnes, this be yoven. 



^ 
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LETTER CCLXIL 

Henry Lord Stafford to Lord Cromwell, The 
Nunnery of White Ladiee" Asks for a grant of 
the Priory of Munton* 

* 

[lUD. S <9cr« xl. 578. Orig.'] 

** White Ladies " mentioned in this Letter was the Cistercian 
Nunnery of Brewoud in Sliropshire, contra-distinguished from 

Black Ladies/* another Nunnery, but of the Benedictine Order, 
which stood in Staffordshire, though in the same parish. 

The site of "White Ladies" was granted in tiie 31st of Henry 
VIII. to William Whorwood. It is still called "White Ladies," 
and is the same House mentioned in the Accounts of the Escape of 
Charles the Second after the battle of Worcester. 

I>ugdale mentions Lord Stafford as leaving bduad him three sons 
and'a dav^ter; In a Letter already printed in the aeoond leiiea of 
these Tolumes, addressed to Henry VIII, in 1529, Lord Staflbrd 
speaks, of seven children. In this Letter, written in 1586^ he says, 
" I have twelve poor children on my hand.'' 

• 

My duty to your goud Lordeship humbly remem- 

bred, pleasith the same to be aduertised that the 
Commissioners wilbe in Staffordshire on Sunday 
next ; and on Frydaye last, oofte Suteote, sewer of 
the Kingis Grace chamber, came downe to the 
White Ladys and schowed theym that he [had] 
the Kyngis Grace lettre to have the said Howse, and 
hath o£[erd hit to dy vers to selle on suche a price that 
no man will gladly by hit at hys hand. Also, I un- 
derstand that the Prior of Stone hathe goud hope 
that his howse schall stand wherof all the contree is 
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righte glad, and praye full hertily for your Lordeship 
therfore. So that my sute is in vaine except hit 
will please your goud Lordeship to helpe me to the 
Priory of Rontone, fibr the which I was the lirst 
suter, as dothe appere in the hills which I have de- 
lyuered to your Lordship. 

Howe he hit I imderstand SyrSymon Hercorte 
makith grete lahor for hit, and, with owte youre 
special] favor, ys lyke to opteyne hit, wherof our Lord 
knoweth he hath no nede* 

My Lorde, my trust hath byn and ys oonely 
in yonre Iiordeship, for ellis I woulde haue made 
other f&3mdis to have sued for me, but the goud 
comforte that I had allwaies of yo' Lordeship and the 
letter that Maister Rychard Cromwell sent me, made 
me to put no doubte therin, as I knowe well I nede 
not yf hit woulde plese youe to speke but oone goud 
worde to the Kyngis Highnes for me. I haue 
twelve pore childerne on my hand, and my lyving 
not so, goud by ffourty poundis a yere as hit hathe he 
aforet)rme. And I will gyve as myche to the Kyngis 
Highnes as any man will.lyvyng, and youre Lorde- 
ship fourty poundes for youre fauor to optayne hit 
for me, and my service and prayer duryng my lyfe. 
Humbly desyring youre Lordeshipe that I maye be 
.assertaynyd of youre pleas* by this berer in writing, 
for yf I have hit not 1 muste schortly leve this countre, 
as knowith Allmyghty God, who long pr^rve your 
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good Lordeship in honor to his pleas''* At my pore 
house^ beside Stafford, the xij^ daye of Marche. 

Your Lordshipes to comaud, 

HE. STAFFORD. 

To the Right Honorable and his singuler 
goud Lorde, My Lorde Phuyfieale, this 
be-delyuered. 



LETTER CCLXIII. 

Sir Smdh Haireomi to Secretary CromweU, asking 
either for the continuance in its condition, or the 
groat in fee^farm of Munton Priory in Stafford' 
shire. 

[ibid. XTi. ISS. Orig.'] 

*«* This is probably one of the most honourable and disinterested 
applications which Cromwell received for a grant of the site and 
domains of a Religious House doomed to be dissolved. The little 
Priory of Runton had been founded by the ancestors of the appli- 
cant, many of whom lay buried in the Priory-chapel. Could it be 
continued and preserved in its monastic condition, tlie writer offers 
100/. to the King, and 100/. to Cromwell, and an annuity to the lat- 
ter of 20/. a-year for life. If it was the King's pleasure that it 
should not be continued, then, on account of its proximity to his 
estate. Sir Simon Harcourt asks for a grant of it and its lauds to 
him and his heirs in fee-farm. For the service of procuring it he 
would give Cromwell a hundred marks. At the Dissolution here 
were seven religious. The revenue of the Convent in gross was 
102/. Id. ; in the clear, 90/. 2«. lO^d, ^r Simon Harcourt was 
not successful in his application. The site of Runton was granted 
in the 30th Hen. VIII. to John Wiseman. 

Sir Simon wan the second, but eldest surviving son of Sir 
Christopher Harcourt, and distinguished himself at the sieges 
both of Terouenue and Toumay, as well as in the Battle of. the 
Spurs on: August 18th, 1513. He died Jan. 16th, 1547, md W9» 
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interred at Stanton Harcourt in Oxfordshire, whence the present 
Letter is dated. 



PLBA3ITU it your honorable Maistership to vn- 
derstand that I am enformed that it is enacted by the 
Xyngs moste honorable Parlyament that certen He- 
ligioiise Honraes within this Reahne shaU be dys- 
solved, of the whiche nomber ther is a ly ttle howse of 
Chaimona ija Staffordshire named Ronton, the whiche 
my power atmcestors dyd buyld, and gave awey vnto 
the same frome them and their heires for ever a grete 
porcyoh of their lands, for this intent, ther to be 
prayed for perpetually. And so, many of them be 
there tumukte and buryed« In consideracyon wher- 
of, I wolde gladly be a suter ynto the Kings Highnes 
for the same, if I knewe that my sute myght be hard 
■ of his Majestie. But for as modie as I am vncerten 
how that his graciouse pleasor is sett, I dare not be so 
bolde as to move his Grace therin. Wherefore I 
moste ^tauntly desiaf yout honorable Maistership 
to be a mediator unto the Kings Grace for me, that 
the' said pore howse may contyanewe* And his 
Grace shall have a C^i., and your Maistership, if it be 
brought to pass, a C^. for your payn, and zx^ ^ fke 
of the said Monastery whilest yowe lyve. And if it 
be soo that his Grace be fyxed to have the said Rely- 
giouse Howse dyssolved, then my desier also is that ijt 
may lyke yow to move the Kings Highnes for me that 
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I and my heires may have the foresaid Monasteiy^ and 
all the lands and commodities therunto apperteyningy 
to fe ferme; for as muche as it was sume tymes 
founded by my power amicestoiSy and lyeth very 
comodiously for me, by the reson that it joyneth 
upon suche small lands as I have ther in that cuntree. 
And I and my heires shall yeld imto his Ghmee and 
his heires for ever so muche as the rent of Assyce 
cummeth to; and gyve your Maistership, if yow 
barynge it to passe, a C. mK And I and myne 
allweis be redy to doo you suche service and plea- 
sure as in our little powers shall lie. As knoweth 
our Lorde, who send you moche prosperitie with* 
daillie encrease of honor, I hadd purposed ac- 
cording ynto my dutie to baye commen myself and 
byn a suter unto your Maistership, but it is so nowe 
that I am not able to xyde ; wherfore I am compellid 
to send my sone, unto wliornc it may please youe to 
be as good unto as you^ of your goodnes wolde be to 
me in the premisses, if I were there my sel£ Vrome 
Staunton Harecowrte^ the seconde dale of Aprile. • 

Yours 

SYMON HARCOURT, Kt. 

To the right honorablp Maister Thomas 
Crumwell, Secretary vuto the Kings 
noble Maiestie. 
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LETTER CCLXIV. 

George Earl of Shrewsbury to John Scudamoref one 
of the Gentlemen Ushers of the King's Chamber^ 
for his interest to procure him the grant of WormeS" 
ley Priory, 

[SCUDAMORE PAPERS^ BRIT. MUS. Vol. ii. 95. Oflg.^ 

%* Wovmeley or Womedcy Priory in Herelbidalufe wa« founded 
ftr AiMtm GuuMWy eitlier at tfae cIom of Jobn's reign or the begin- 
ning of that of Henry tlie Thinly by Gilbert Talbot It wan dedi- 
cated to St. Mary and St. Leonard. About the time of the Dino- 
lotion the graes valne of its refennes amounted to 801. Sf . 9d. ; the 
net income to Ttl. lOf • 9ik 

The Earl of Shrewsbury was not sucoessM in this application : 
the site of Wormeley being subsequently granted in exchange for 
other landsy in the t7th Hen. VIII. to Edward Lord Clinton. Lord 
Shrewsbury, howeTer, succeeded in two other instances. In tlie 
30th Hen. \ III. he obtained the site of tlie small Priory of Flanes- 
ford in Herefordshire, which had also been founded by an ancestor 
in 1347 ; and finally, in exchange for other property, the Cistercian 
Abbey of Rufibrdin Nottinghamshire, with the greatest part of its 
possessions. ^ 

Welbiloyed fBrende, as hartly as I can I re- 

comauiide me vnto you, and where 1 viiderstande that 
for the espei^all truste and conf jdence that the Kyngs 
Highnes bath yn you he hath appoynted you to be 
oon of his Survayors of dyuerse Abbeis within the 
Countye of Hereforde and others appoynted to be 
subpressed. Trouth it is yn the poore house of 
Wormsley» within the said Countye of Hereforde, 
which is of my foundacon, many of myn auncestors 
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do lye, and the mooste parte of the fuist of the 

poore name that I am comyn of. So that yf I myght 
by aay pursute to be made vnto the Kjmgs Grace fox 
the same, I wold be verey sorye it siiuld be sub- 
pressed. And therfore I desjre and hertely pray 
you to bear your laufull favor, and to be good therin, 
at this my desyre, so that by your good helpe and 
meanes I may the soner atteyn that the -same may 
stande and contynewe. And I shalbe glad to do vnto 
you pleasure at all tymes, as know^ our Lord who 
have you in his governance. Wryten at Hansworfh, 
the iiij^'' day of May. 

Yo^^flEblow 

O. SHREWSBURY. 

To ray hertly biloved fellow, John Skydmore, 
oon of the f^entylmen vssher* of the Kyngs 
most houerable Chamber. 



LETTER CCLXV. 

Thomas Bokyn^ Earl of Wiltshire, to Secretary Crom» 
well, agreeing to raise the allowance to his Son^s 
widow from a hundred Marks to a hundred Pounds, 

[misc. oorresp. 2 8tT, li. 679. Orig,^ 

%* This Letter is tlie eeqnel to that nmiibefed ozxir. in the 
tut Seriee. Lady Bocbefind theie imtes to Seoetary GromweU, 
" to be a meaoe to the King's gnudons HigiineflB Ibr her to haYO such 
poor staff and plate as her husband had possessed befoie bis death." 
Farther stating, that althofogh the King's Highness and lier father 
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had paid sums of money tn the amount of two thoaiand marks for 
lier jointure to the Earl of M'iltshue^ yet that the was herself as- 
gnredy during the Earl's life, of no more than a hundr^ marks in 
pension, which, she adds, *^ is very hard for Bie to shift the world 
withall." The King and Cromwell, it appears, both wrote to the 
Earl of Wiltshire in consequence, and he raised her stipend to one • 
hundred pounds. Whether the " pow stuff and plate " weze re* 
stored, there is no record. 



Mastyr Secretary, in my harlyest wyse I re- 

comand me on to yow, acerteynyng yow how I have 

receyvyd thys mornyng a lettyr from the K3rngs 

Hyghnesse, and one odyr from yow; they both con- 

sernyng an augmentacon of ly\yng to my dowghtyr 

of Kochf ord* And for answer to the Kyngs Hyghnes 

in thys mater, and also to applye me to every thyng 

that may be to hys contentacdn and plesur, al thow 

my lyvyng of late is mych decayed, I shalbe content 

that wher she hath now one hondryd marks a yere in 

hand, and odyr two hondyrd marks a yere aftyr my 

• 

dyssesse, to gyve to hyr yerly fyfty marks a yere 
more in hand, alonly to satysf) e the Kyngs desyre 
and plesur. So that from pwr Ladys day last past 
she shall have one hondr}' d pownds a yere to lyve on, 
wher she shuld have had but one hondyrd marks. 
And thys I am content to gyfe hyr as long as I shall 
lyve, and aftyr my decesse, she is sewer to have CCC. 
niarks a yere. Beseehyng yow that it may plese 
yow to informe the Kyngs Hyghnesse how I do thys 
alonly for the Kyngs plesur, for the trowth is whan I 
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maryd my wjffe I had but fyfty pownds to lyve on 
for me and my wyffe as long as my fadyr lyvyd ; and 
yett she browte me fortb eveiy yere a chyld. And 
now to folow the Kyngs Hyglinesse desyre and ple- 
sur I am content^ as I have wry ten aiore, that she shall 
have yerly one hondyrd pownd in band,' wber she 
had but one hondyrd marks before. And thus 
I make an end, praying yow always, good Mastjr 
Secretary, to contynew yowr goodnesse towards me 
as my full trust is in yow, now whan I am farr of 
that shall not always be present to answer for my 
selff. From Hever, thys fjrrj|t Sonday of July, by the 
ill hand of 

Yowr own assewrydly 

T* WYLSU£&. 

To the ryglfa worahypftdl Mastyr Thomas 
CrvmweD, Ghjef Secrateiy to the Kyngs 
HyghmsBO. 



. LETTER CCLXVL 

Archbishop Cranmer to King Hewry VIII. concerning 

the.King's Supremacy, 

[Mi. 001T6N. OLPOP, E. VI. 282. Orig,'\ 

Pleasith it your Grace to be advertised, that 
where, as wel by your Graces special letters dated the 
iij* day of June in the xxvij* yere of yomr Graces 
most noble reigue, as also by mouth in Wynchester 
at Midiaelmas last past, your Grace commawnded al 
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the prelates of your Realme that they, with al accele- 
ration and expedition, sholde do their diligence, 
ereiy one in hia diocea, fully to perawade your people 
of the Busshope of Rome his autoritic, that it was 
but a false and unjust usurpation, and that your 
Grace of Tciay right, and by Goddes lawe is the Su- 
preme Heade of this Churche of Englande, next im- 
mediatly unto Grod* I, to aocompliah your Graces 
commawndincnt, incontinent opon my retorne from 
Wynchester (knowinge that al the countcie about 
Otforde and Rnol, where my most abode was, were 
sufficiently instructed in those maters alredy) cam up 
into thies parties of £ste Kent, onely by prechynge 
to persuade the people in the said two articles. And 
iA myn own church at Canterbury, bicause I was in- 
formed that that towne in those two poynts was lest 
persuaded of all my Dioces, I preched there two ser- 
mons my selfe. And as it' than /chawnced Doctor 
Leighton was present at my first sermon, heinge than 
your Graces Visitor, of whome, if it so please your 
Grace, you may heare the reporte what I preched. 
The scope and effecte of both my sermons stode in 
three thyngs. First, I declared that tiie Bushope of 
Rome vras not Godds Vicar in erth as he was taken, 
and, although it was so taught theis three or four 
hundreth yeres, yet it was done by the meanes of the 
Bushope of Home, who compelled men by othes so 
to tech, to the mayntenance of his autoritiei contaraiy 
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to Godds worde. / And here I declared by what ]^('> ./ 
meanes and craft/tiie Busshopp of Rome obteyned 
such usurped autoritie. Seconder by cause the See 
of Rome was called Saneta $ede9 Romana^ and the 
Busshope was called Sanctissimu^ Papa^ and inennys 
consciences peradventure coulde not be quyete to be 
separated from so holy a place and from Groddesmost 
holy Vicar, I shewed the people that this thynge 
ought no thynge to move theym, for it was but a ho- 
lynes in name ; for indede there was no such holjnes 
at Borne. And thereapon I toke occasion to declare 
the glory and pompe of Rome, Ithe covetousnes, the iv^ 
unchast lyv}^lge, and the mayntenance of al vices. 
Thirde, I spake agaynst the Busshope of Rome his 
lawes, which he calleth divinas leges and sacros ca- 
nanes, and maketh theym equal with Goddes lawes. 
And here I declared that many of his lawes were con- 
trary to Goddes lawes; and some of theym which 
were good and laudable, yet they were not of such 
holynes as he wolde make theym, that is, to be taken 
as Goddes lawes ; or, to have remission of synnes by 
observynge of the3nn. And here I said that so many 
of his lawes as were good, men ought not to contemne ^ - • 

and despise theym, and wilfully to breake theym : 
for those that be good your Grace had receyved as 
lawes of your realme, untyl such tyme as other sholde 
be made. And therfore, as lawes of your realme, 
thay must be observed and not contempned. And 

70L. III. C 
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here I spake aswel of the ceremonies of the Churchy 
as of the foraaid lawes; that they ought neither to be 
rejected or despised^ uor yet to be observed, with 
this opinion, that thay of themselfes make men holy, 
or that they remytt synne. For seinge that owe 
synnes be remitted by the deth of our Saviour Chiist 
Jesus, I said it was to moieh injurie to Climt to im- 
pute the remission of oure synnes to any lawes or ce- 
remonies of mannes makynge. £^or the lawes or ce- 
remonies of the Church, at their first makynge, were 
ordened for that intent. But as the common lawes of 
your Grraces realm be not made to remit synne, nor no 
man doth observe theyin for that intente, but for a 
common commoditie, and for a good ordre and quiet- 
ness to be observed amonge your subjettes; evyn so 
were the lawes and ceremonies £rst instituted in the 
Church for a good ordre and remembrance of many 
good thynges, but not for remission of oure synnes. 
And though it be good to observe theym wel for that 
intente thay were first ordened, yet it is not good, 
but a contumelie unto Christ, to observe theym with 
this (^[»]nion, that thay remitt synne, or that the veray 
bare observation of theym in itselfe is an holynes bi- 
fore God ; although thay be remembrances of many 
holy thyngesy or a dispositicm unto goodnes. And 
evyn so do the lawes of your Graces realme dispose 
men unto justice, to peace, and other true and peifite 
holynes wherefore I did conclude for ^general rule. 
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that the people ought to observe thejmas they do the 
lawes of your Graces lealme, and widi no mor^ 

opiuion of holynes or remission of synne, than the 
other common lawes of your Graces realme. Though 
my two sermons were longe, yet I have written 
breifly unto your Highnes the summe of theym both* / V 
And I was informed by sundry reportes, that the 
people were glad that thay hardo so moch as thay 
did, untyl sudi tyme as the Piior of the blacke 
Frears at Canterbury, preched a sermon, as it was 
thought and reported, dene contrary unto al the / 
three things which I had preched bifore. For as 
towchynge the first parte, where I had preched 
agaynst the emndous doctrine of the Busshope of 
Rome his power, which errour was, that by Goddes 
lawe he aholde be Goddes Vicar here in erth, the 
Prioor wolde not naitie the Busshope of Rome, but 
under colour spake generally that the Church of 
Chzist never erred* And as tcywchynge the seeonde 
parte, where I spake of the vices of the Busshopes of 
Borne and their See, the Prior said that he wolde not 
sdawnderthe Busshopes of Rome, and he said openly 
to me in a good audience, that he knewe no vices by j 
Jkooe of the Busshoppes of Rome ; and he said also 
openly that I preched uncharitably, whan I said that 
theis many yeres I had dayly prayed unto God that I 
might se the power of Rome destroyed, and that I . 
thanked God that I had now sene it in this Realme. 

0 a 
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And yet in my sermon I declared the cause wherfore 
I 80 prayed, for I said that I perceyved the See of 
Rome worke so many thinges contrary to Goddes 
honor^ and the welth of this reahne, and I sawe no 
hope of amendement so longe as that See reigned over 
us i and for this cause onely I had prayed unto God 
continually that we myght be separated from that 
Sec, and for no private malice or displeasure that I 
had either to the Busshope or See of Rome. But this 
semed an uncharitable prayer to the said Prior, that 
the power of Rome sholde be destroyed. And as for 
the fourth parte, where I preched agaynst the lawes 
of the Busshope of Rome, that thay ought not to be 
taken as Goddes lawes, nor to be estemed so highly 
as he wolde have theym, the Priour craftely levynge 
out the name of the Busshope of Rome preched that 
the lawes of the Churche be equal with Goddes 
lawes. Thies thjmges he preched as it is proved 
both by sufficient wytnes, and also by his own con- 
fession. I leave the jugement hereof unto your 
Grace and to your Cownsail, whether this were a de- 
fense of the Busshope of Rome or not, and I onely 
accordynge to my bownden duty, have reported the 
truth of the facte. But in myn opinion, if he had 
spoken nothynge elles, yet whosoever saith' that the 
church never erred, maynteneth the Busshope of 
.Rome his pow^. For if y^ were not enonious that 
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was taught of his power, that he is Christes Vicar in 
ertliy and by Goddes lawe heade of al the worlde spi- 
ritual and temporal, and that al people must beleve 
that de necessitate salutis, and that who soever doth 
any thynge agaynst the See of Borne is an heretike» 
and that he hath authoritie also in purgatory, with 
such other many false thyuges which were taught in 
tymes past to be articles of our faith ; if thies thynges 
were not erronious, yea, and erroures in the faith, /y c i 
than must nedis your Graces lawes be erronious that 
pronounce the Busshope of Rome to he of no more 
power by Goddes lawe than other busshoppes and 
theym to be tray tores that defende the contrary. This 
is certen, that who soever sayth that the Church never 
erred) must either deny that the Church ever taught 
any such erroures of the Busshope of Rome his 
power, and than thay speke agaynst that which al the 
worlde knoweth, and al bookes wrytten of that 
matter thies three or four hundreth yeres do testi£e : 
or elles thay must say that the said erroures be none / ^ 
erroures but truthes, and than it is both traison and 
heresye. At my £rst examination of hym, which 
was bifore Christmas, he said that he preched not 
against me, nor that I had preched any thynge amis ; 
but now he sayth that I preched amisse in veray 
many thynges, and that he purposely preched agaynst 
me. And this he reporteth openly by which wordes 
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I am mervelously slawndered in thies parties. And 
for this cause I besech your Grace that I may not 
have the jugement of the cause, for so much as he 
taketh me forja partie, but that your Grace wol 
comm3rtt the hfeaiynge herof unto my Lorde Pryvey 
Seale, or ells to associate unto me some other person 
at your Ghtacea pleasure, that we may heare the 
cause joyntly togither. If this man, who hath so 
highly o£fended your Grace and preched agaynst me 
openly, beinge Ordenary and Metropolitane of this 
province, and that in such matteres as concerne the 
authorities the myslyvynge, and the lawes of the 
Busshope of Rome, and that also within myn own 
church : if he, I say, be not loked opon, I leave unto 
your Graces prudence to expende'what example this 
may be unto other, with like colour to mayntene the 
Busshope of Rome his authoritie, and also of what 
estimation I shalbe reputed herafter, and what ere- 
dence shalbe gyven unto my prechynge, what so ever 
I shall say hereafter. I besech your Grace to pardon 
me of my longe and tedious wrytynge, for I coulde 
not otherwise set the matter furth playne. And I 
most hartely thanke youi" Grace for the stagge which 
your Grace s^t unto me from Wyndesor foreste, 
which if your Grace knowe for how many causes it 
was welcome unto me, and how many wayes it did me 
service, I am sure you wolde thynke it moch the 
better bystowed. Thus our Lorde have your High- 
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nes always in his preservation and governance. 

From Forde, the 26 ^ day of August. 

Your Graces most humble chaplain and bedisman. 

T« CANTUARIEN. 



LETTER CCLXVIL 

John Tregonwell to Secretary Cromwell, Visits God' 
UoiwB Numnery in OxfitrdMre^ JSmhamf Bruem^ 
Wroxton, Clattercote, the Nuns of Cateshy^ Canons 
Ashby, Chalcombe, Studletf, Notley, Tame, Dor- 
eheiter. 

[8TAT. PAP. OFF. MISC. OOIl&ESP. 2 SCT, zlilL 227. Orig.} 

%* Hie raader has already had two or three Letten laid before 
him from penons who sought Yolimtary gr&nts, or to make pur- 
chases from ^ King of the sites or lands of SeligioiisHoiuea. He 
will now see a sncoessUm of Letters (olher sabjeets occasionally 
. intervening) detailing the parlienlars of the IHsitations preparatory 
to their deirtmction. He may probably have some difficulty in be- 
lieving the Visitors' statements of tlie depravity found amongst 
the religions ; bat liewillha.TsnoneastotiieGnieltiesexerciBedin 
their Visitations. 

There is a transcript of a Bfaniiscript among Gate's Gollertions in 
the British Mnsenm,' the originai of which was written abont 1591, 
upon the Fall of the Religions Ho«ises and Ghantry-foondations in 
the time of Henry the ESj^ and Edward the Sixth, by one whose 
foUier and nnde witnessed the Snppresoioii of the Monasteries ; and 
who himself bonght some of the Church goods when sold in Edward 
the Sixth's time. The following Extracts probably exMUt what 
was at tliat time the genuine as wdl as general feeling of the Eng- 
lish public. 

• MS. Cole, nL iSL p. 1—49. 
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Now that thou hast li«aid of tlie ways and meana used to the 
orertiirow of all Beligious Hoosea and Abbeys, and of the clergy'a 
wealth, and the great eontroversiei In Religion ; in the mean time it 
shall not be amiss to let thee know how and in what order they 
were visited, spoiled, and destroyed ; so that in most filaces it can- 
not be perceived where they stood : and their lands are so dis- 
persed abroad into so many perMms* hands, that tiiere be few sub- 
jects of any living that have not some part thereof; yea many of 
them hath their whole inheritance forth of the Clergy land, and 
that hard it would be to know what lands belonged in times past 
and what not to the said Houses, and whero the Monasteries and 
Colleges stood, if it vren not for tiie Records of the Exchequer and 
other Courtsi and the conveyances of the said Houses and Lands 
made from the King to his subjects, and firom one sul^ect to an- 
othw, that particularly doth declare every thing by itself; by tfie 
means whereof both the Houses and the Lands belonging to them, 
yea to every House by itself will ever be kno^vn. 

''In the plucking down of which Houses for tike most part this . 
order was teken: that the Visitors should come suddenly upon 
every House and unawares (for they never looked to be visited out 
of the doors, seeing they had pleased the King so well with the ready 
money bestowed of him, in good hope of the standing thereof, as is 
aforesaid), to the end to take them napping, as tlie Proverb is ; 
least if they should have had so much as any inkeling of their 
coming, they would ha\e made conveyance of some part of their 
own goods to help themselves withal, when they were turned forth 
of their houses : and both reason and nature might well Iiave 
moved them so to have done, although it will be said all was given 
to the King before by Act of Parliament ; and so they had neither 
goods, houses, nor possessions. And there they had to give the 
King great thanks, yea pray for him upcm their black beads, that 
was so gracious a Prince to them, to suffer them to stay so ioiig 
after that all was given from Uiem. And therefore if the Visitors, 
being tlie King's Oflicers and Commissioners iu that behalf, took 
their dinner w ith them, and then turned them forth to seek their 
lodging at night, or at the furthest the next day in the morning, 
where they could find it, (as it was done indeed), they did no 
wrong ; nor truly no great right : for so soon as the Visitors vrere 
entred within the gates, they called the Abbot and other OiBc«rs of 
the House, and caused them to deliver up to them all their keys,- 
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and took tat lAveiUbry of all Uidr goods, both widiia doors and 
withoat : for all sach beasts, hones, sheep, and such cattle as wore 
abroad in pastarea or grange places, the l^tors eansed to be 
brought into their piesMice : and when fliey had so done, tuned the 
Abbot with all his conrent and household forth of the doors, 

^ Which thing was not a little grief to the Convent, and all the 
Serranto of the House departing one foom another, and especially 
such as -with their conscience could not break their profession: for 
it would have made an heart of flint to have melted and wept to 
lunre seen the breaking up of the House, and their sonowftil depart- 
ing; and the sudden spdl that foil the same day of tlieir departure 
flnom the House. And every person had every thing good dieap ; 
except the poor Monks, Friars, and Nuns, that had no money to 
bestow of any thing : as it appeared by the suppression of an Ab-i 
bey, hard by me, called die Bocfae Abbey; a House of White 
Monks : a very foir bnilded House, all of foeestone; and every 
house vaulted with freestone, and covered with lead (as the Abbeys 
was in England, as well as the Oiurcbes be). At tiie bieakuig up 
whereof an Undo of mine was present, being well acquainted with 
certain of the monks there ; and when they were put forth of the 
Honse^ one of the monks, his friend, told him that every one of the 
Convent had given to him his cell, wherein he lied : wherein was 
not any thing of price, but his bed and apparel, which was but 
simple and of small price ; which monk willed my uncle to buy 
something of him ; who said, I see nothing Uiat is wortli money to 
my use : No, said he ; give me ij**. for my cell-door, which was ne- 
ver made with v*. No, said my uncle, I know not what to do with 
it. (For he was a young man unmarried, and then neither stood 
need of houses nor doors.) But such persons as afterward bought 
their com and hay or such like, found all the doors either open, or 
the locks and shackles plucked away, or the door itself taken away, 
went in and took what they found, filched it away. 

" Souic tcK)k the Service Books that lied in the Church, and laid 
them upon their waine coppes to peice tlie same : some took win- 
dows of the Hayloitli and hid them in their hay ; and likewise they 
did of many other things : for some pulled forth the iron hooks out 
of the walls that bought none, when the yeomen and fz;entlcmen of 
the country had bought the timber of the Ciiurch. For the Church 
was the first thing that was put to the spoil ; and then the Abbot's 
lodging, dortor, and Frater, with the cloister and ail the buildings 

c 5 
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thereabout, within the Abbey walls ; for nothing was spared but the 
ox-houses and swinecoates, and such other houses of office, that 
stood without the walls ; which hati more favour showed them than 
the very Church itself : which was done by Uie advice of Cromwell, 
as Fox reporteth in his Book of Acts and Monuments. It would 
have pitied any heart to see what tearing up of the lead there was, 
and plucking up of boards, and Uirowing down of the sparres; and 
when the lead was torn off and cast down into the Cliurch, and the 
tombs in the Church all broken (for in most Abbeys were divers 
noble men and women, yet* and in some Abbeys Kings, whose 
tombs were regarded no more than the tombs of all other inferior 
persons : for to what end should they stand, when the Church over 
them was not spared for their cause), and all things of price either 
spoiled, carped away, or defaced to the uttcnnost. 

"The persons that cast the lead into fodders, plucked up all the 
Beats in the choir, wherein the monks sat when they said service ; 
which were like to the seats in mlnsten, and burned them, and 
flMlted ^ ktd tiierewitfiall : alilioiigh thaie was wood plenty 
witUn a ii^ ihot of tiMm: for the Abbey stood among Hie woods 
and the locks of rtone : In wMch rocks was pewter Tessels found 
that was oouTeyed away and there hid : so, that it seonetfa that 
emyperMB bent himself to filch and spoil what he ooNdd: yeaoTen 
such penmns were oontent to spoil tfa«n, that seemed not two days 
before to allow ttieir religion, and do great worship and rererence 
.at their Mattinsy Masses, and other serrice, and all other their 
doings: which Is a strange thing to say, that they that coold this 
day think it to be the House of God, and the next day the Hoose of 
the Deffl: or else they woold not hare been so ready to have 
spoiled it 

''For tiie better proof of this my saying^ I demanded of my fo- 
ther, thirty yean after tiie Suppression, which had bought part of 
the timber of the Ghnreh, and aD the timber in the steeple, with the 
bell-frame, with others his partners therein, (in the which steeple 

hung viiij. yea ix. bells ; whereof the least but one could not be 
boagfat at diis day for xx''., which bells I did see hang there myself 
more tiian a year after the Suppression,) whether he thon;;ht well of 
the Seligioas persons and of the Religion then used ? And he told 
me. Yea : for, said he, I did see no cause to the contrary. Well, 
said I, then how came it to pass you was so ready to destroy and 
i^oil the thing that you thought well of ? What should I do? said 
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he. Might I not M well ae othen have wne proit of the qioil of 
theAhbeyf forldid see all would away; and therefim Idid ac 
etiMn did. 

*^Thiui you may aee diat aa weD Ihey that thought weO of the 
Keligion then used, at they which thouf^t otfaerwise ooald agree 
wett emnighy and too well, to ipoU theii. Such a devil ia oovetons- 
Base and Mammon ! and anoh la the piovidenoe of God to panieh 
ainners, in making themielvea Inftnuneiiti to pmnlah themaelvcoy 
and all their poeterity tnm generation to generabon I For no douht 
there hath been milUons of millionB that have repented the thing 
since ; but all too late. And thus much upon my own knowledge 
touching the fall of the said Roche Abbey : which had stood about 
three hundred years : for the Church was dedicated by one Ada, the 
Bishop of Ck>ventry, in the year of our Lord God 1244.* By the &11 
whereof it may be well known how all the rest were uied. 

" Now you shall hear of the fall of a College, standing in Rotber- 
hain, within three miles where I was bom, and now do dwell, (for 
I learned at the school in the said town, at the Free-school, founded 
by the founder of the said College, whose name was Scott, Arch- 
bishop then of York,) which is a fair house yet standing ; but Goii 
knoweth how long it shall stand ; for certain brick chimneys, and 
other brick walls (for it is all made of brick) is decayed and fallen 
down for lack of use : for there hath been few persons, and some- 
times none at all, of long time dwelling therein : because it is in tlie 
Earl of Shrewsbury his hands ; and, as the Report is, it is concealed 
land ; which seemeth to be the cause that he maketh no more ac- 
count thereof : and much less, because all the lands and possessions 
are sold from it by the King ; saving the yard, orchard, and garden, 
places lying within the walls thereof: for it is walled in with a 
brick wall. 

''The foundation thereof was not to make a malt-house, as it is 
now need: but it was to this end and purpose, that the Master 
thereof ahonld be a preacher, and to have three Fellows within it ; 
of the which FeOowa, one should teach freely a Grammar School 
within the town fat all that came to it: the second should teach 
freely a Writing School: and the third a Song School: and ftirther 
to Und six choristani fat the mahitenance of God's servlee In the 
CShnrchy until their voicea changed, at which time they went to the 

■ Here i« a mistake* Roche Abbqr wm founded in 1 147. No Bishop of Lktk- 
idd and Oomatqr> vfths nuM of Ada, oesnt to tin lUtli* 
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GFunmar Sphool: i6r by the foondatkni of Uncoln GoUege in Ox^ 
fordy whereof die said bishop was a founder also, the scholan tiiat 
came fiom diis CoUege of Botluriiam, were to be preferred to a 
Fellowship of that College before any other, which was performed 
▼ery well so long as the Honse stood, according to his first founda- 
tion. But so soon as the said House was dissolved, neither 
preacher nor schoolmaster was provided : but the town hired the 
schoolmaster for many years after: until they made suit unto the 
Queen's Mi^ty, and obtained x". yearly towards the finding of the 
schoolmaster for the Grammar School ; which cost the town not a 
little before they could get it. 

Now let every one ctmsider what great loss this was to such a 
Town, and the country round about it ; not only for the cause of 
learning, but also for the help of the poor, tliat now in the town is 
not a few : for there are many more than was then. 

" Therefore it did appear very well how the Commissioners meant 
to answer before God for the beneficial assignment of pensions for 
such masters, preachers, and schoolmasters, when they dissolved tlie 
House. It will be said the masters then being, and sciioolmasters 
also, lacked not their pensions during their lives. It may be true : 
but when they were dead who should play the preacher or school- 
master? So it appeareth, whether the foundation touched supersti- 
tion or sincere Keligion, all was one : for all was fish that came to 
the net. Well, this College sped better tlian most of its fellows, that 
were far better than it both in building and possessions : for tliey be 
for the most part rased down to tlie ground, as the Monasteries for 
the most part are. For the richer House, and more costly and 
strongly builded, the worse it sped, and was dealt withal ; for that 
thing that was done for the long continuance of them in all such 
buildings, was the cause of tiiehr sooner overlfannr. For if they had 
been as badly builded as the first religions persons builded their 
Houses and Celli^ and had had no greater livings and possessioas 
belonging to them, and no more riches within tiiem, they might have 
stood until this day: therefore this saying is most true, ReUgio 
mater dtvi^ioram, eiJSUa dewnut mabrem. And God suffereth both 
the mother and dau^ter to be destroyed. 

''If thou wilt know more of these matters, lead diligently the 
Statutes made concerning Religion and the things thereunto pertain- 
ing, in the reign of King Henry VUI« and King Edward VI*, and 
thou shalt well pereetve the &ir speeches there set down to bt 
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spdieB to bfing fool acts to pass. FuitiUdMkecmiitfVehKnmimn 



Pleasyth you to be advertised that after my de- 

partyng from Oxiorde 1 went to Godstowe, where I 
fownde all thjngs weU^ and yn good order aswell yn 
the Monasteri and the Abbas there, as also yn the 
Convent of the same, excepte that one sister xiij. or 
xiiij. ycrs past, beyng then of a nothere howse, brake 
her chastyte {quia peperit)^ the whycli for cprreccyon 
and pnnysment afterward was sent to Godstowe by 
the Byschope of Lyncolne, where now and euer 
sethens that tyme she hath levyd vertuowse. 

From lliens I Went to Ensham, where I fownde 
a rawe sorte of Relygyouse parsons and oiFences 
emongest them (almoste yn all kyndys of synne com- 
myttede, et eHam crimen pessmum) ; for the which 
offences they have byne punyschede by theire or- 
dynarye in his Visitation. Yet by as myche as I can 
perceve by inquisition th 'abbot ys chaste of hys 
levyng^ and dothe right well over loke the reparra- 

^ The origiBd of tt&t Mamne^t wM io fhe poMemm of ThomM Poster, Esq. 
of Nottinghamshire and Cambridgeiliiie, who told Bb. Cole diat he bdieved Cntb- 

bert Shirebrook, a dignified ecclpsiastic, was the author. 

It appears from the internal evidence of the Manuscript that the author, whoever 
be wu, waa bora near Roche Abbey, withfai three milea of Rotherham, at the free- 
school of which place he received his education. He continued to live, as his father 
and uncle had done before him, on the spot where he was bom, at the time of writ- 
ing this Tract, in the a3<^ of Elizabeth, 1591. He mentions the funeral of George 
Talbot Earl of Shrewsbury, 18th Jan. 88 Blii. 1590—1. 

At paifc 6 of the Manuscript he says he tmiabted Out of Latin into English the 
Dialogues of St. Gregory. Cole says that he had these Dialogues translated into 
English, and dedicated to Queen Anne, wife of James L, dated i608, in a small 8vo. 
■Im. The author wm a Oatholie, nid Mbaaibcd Unndf P. W., periuqw Philip 
Woodward. 
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cons of his House, to whom I can obiecte nothyng 
but that he ys negljgent yn over seyng hys bretheme. 
He sayethe that hys dayly ynfyrmyty is th'occasioii 
therof, whych ynfyrmytye somwhat dyd appere by his 
face to be tiewe* 

Erom Ensham to Bruwerne, where th'abbot ys (as 
hyt appexyth to me) not only vertuowse and well 
lemyde in holy Scrypture, but also hatha ryght well 
reparyde the rewen and dekeye of that howse, lefte 
by his predycesBors neglygens, and the Convent 
(which heretofore were insolent) byn now brought to 
good order. 

From Breweme, I rode to Wiaxton, a Howse of 

smalle rents, and stondyth moast by husbandry. 
The Prior there althoghe he be a good husbande 
and kepyth good hospitalite to hys abylyte, yet 
he is rewde and unlernyd. £t qualis pater taki 

From thens to Ciathercott a Howse of th'Order 
of the G-ilbertynes, where I fownde iij. Chanons 
besyde the Pry or. That Howse ys olde, fowle, 
and fylthe. Whethere there levyng be accordyng^ 
I cannot tell, for they desyryd me that I wolde 
not vyset them by cause (as they sayd) that yow 
hadde gevyne (by your commyssion) full autoiyte to 
the Pryor of Semperyngham to vyset all there Order, 
so that no man but he shulde medle with that Order ; 
and by cause I wolde not nUitere fakem in wMitem 
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aUenam with owt your pleasure to me knowen, I de- 
parted thens negotio infecto. 

And from lihat howse of the Oilbertynese I came to 
a Howse of Nunnes called Catysby of lxxxx^» landys 
yerljy of th'order of Cistiowxey imder my Lorde of 
Lyncolnes jurysdiction (as I suppos) by usurpation. 
For that Order as you knowe hathe allwayes byn 
ezempte from the Byschope. The Priores there ys 
a ryght sadde matrone, the systers also there now 
beyng hy the apace of xx^ yeres hath byn (by as 
myche as I can leme) without suspicon of inconty- 
nent ievyng. 

From Catesby I rode to Chanons Asbye whidi 

howse is Clxii. yn dette, by reason of the late prefer- 
ment of the Prior there now beyng. The Howse 
also, by the neglygens of his predycessor, ys yn rewen 
and dekey* Howbehyt the sayde Prior (all thought 
he be unlemyde) ys dysposed to thryve, and by the 
lemyng and good example of levyng of the Supprior 
of that Howse, the lelygyowse men there byn lyke to' 
doo well. 

From Chanons Asbye, I rode to Chacombe, the 
Prior ys newly come thether whoo j% competently 
well lemyde in holy Scripture. The Chanons byn 
rewde and vnlemyde. He begynny th to bryng them 
to some order. I fere nothyng yn liym but negly- 
gens and OTermyche ftmylyarite which he vseth 
emongest iSiem* 
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Erom Chacombe, I came to Burcestre, ther I fynde 

that the Prior doth well over loke his bretherne, and 
also the profettjs of his Howse. His said bretheme 
by his tyme hathe byn yn good order, exceptyde one 
(for fraye of punysment for his incontenent levyng) 
ran away and soo he remaynyth at thjs tyme in 
apostacye. 

From thens, yester nyght^ I came to Stoodlye. 

From thens, I yntciide to Notley, and thens to Tame 
Abbeye, and last of all to Dorchester^ where I make 
an end ynto die tyme I may knowe your farder plea* 
sure, whych (Gode wyllyng) I shall accomplysche, 
Ypon Frydaye nexte^ I trust to be redye to come to 
your Masterschype accordyng to your commaunde- 
ment sent to me by yo*^ letters, besechyng you that X 
maye knowe wheihere you wyll remayne yn the 
Cowrte or returne to London. And thus the holy 
Goast preserve you. Frome Stoodley, the xxvij^ 
day of Septembre. 

Yours moast bownden 

JOHN TREGONWELL. 

To the ryght houerable M' Thomas 
Cromwell, Clu frSecretiirye to the 
Kyiiges Maiest^e, be this dd. 
speade. 
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LETTER CCaLXVIII. 

The Ahbot cf Abingdon to Secretartf Cromwell, that 
he had taken a Friest into custody y who travelled 
about practising Cof^wration. 

[ibid. MIM. LBTTBBS. t. REM. ▼III. I. fsA, 18. b. Or^.] 

Right honorable and my very singuler good Mais* 
ter, in my mooste humble wyse I comende me vnto 
yon. It shall please your Maistership to be adver- 
tesed that my Oihcers have taken here a Pieyste^ a 
suspecte parson, and with hym certeyn bokes of con- 
juracions, in the whiche ys conteyned many conclu- 
sions of that worke; as fyndyng out of tresure 
hydde, consecratyng of ryngs with stones in theym, 
and consecratyng of a cristal stone wheryn a chylde 
shall lokke, and se many thyngs. Ther ys also many 
fygors in hyt whiche haue dyuers thyngs in theym, 
and amongs all, one the whiche hath a swexde crossed 
oner with a septor. I haue sente yo^ Maistership 
the boke] by the berer herof, besechyng yo*" Maister- 
ship to send me your myende what I shall do with 
the parson. Whether I sliall sende hym to Oxford 
Castell or Walyngford Castelli or to any other place 
that you wyll assigne. Tf I shall so do, I beseche 
yo' Maistership to sende some comaundement in 
wrytyng to the Shreyffe or h3rs Officers that they 
wyll reseve hym. I beseche you to be my good 
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Maister as you haue before tyme byn* And so Jllu 
haue you in hys blyssed kepyng. Wretyn at Aben- 
don, the vj^ day of October, at your Maisterships 
CQmaundementy with my seruyce. 

THOMAS, Abbas Abendonemis MonasteriJ, 

To fhe riglit honorabto and my very tinguler 
good mabter, Maltter C^rnnwdly Chclb 
Secretary to the Kyogp HlghiMfM and 
Maister of hie Rollee. 



LETTER CCLXIX. 

Sir Piers DuUon to Sir Thomoi Audbley^ S^oing an 

account of the Insurrection of the Abbot of Norton 
against the suppressors of his Abbey* Sir Piers 
DuUon rescues Hhe Commissioners. 

[ibid. miso. ooaaBiP. S Ser* iii. 114. OnifO 

Please it yoiir good Lordship to be advertysed 
Combes and M% Bolles, the Kyngs CommyssioneTS 
within tliis Coimtie of Chestrc, were lately at Norton 
within the same Countie, for the suppresayng of the 
Abbey there. And when they hadde packed up 
suche joells and stufie as they had there^ and thoght 
apon the monow after to depart thens, th'abbot 
gedred a gret company to geders to the nombre of 
two or thre hundreth persons, so that the seid Comys- 
sioners weare-in feare of their lyves, and weare feyne 
to take a towre there, and therapon sende a lettre 
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•unto me, aspertennyng me what daungei they were 
in, and desyred me to come to asriste ihem or ells 
they were never lyke to come tbens. Whiche lettre 
came to me about ix. of the clokke in the night apon 
Svnday last, and about two of clock in the same 
nyght I came thyders with suche of my lovers and 
tenaunts as I hadde nere about me, and fbunde 
dyuerse fyres made tliere as well within the gates as 
without; and the seid Abbot hadde caused an oxe 
and other vitalles to be kylde and prepared for suche 
hise company as he hadde then there. And it was 
thoght in the monowe after he hadde comforthe to 
have hadde a great nombre moo. Notwitlistandyug, 
I Tsed some polecy and came svdenly apon them, so 
that the companye that were there fledde, and some 
of them toke poles and waters and it was so derke 
that I colde not fynde them. And it was thoght if 
the matter hadde not byn quykly handle c it wolde 
have growen to forther vnconyeniauntSi to what daun- 
ger God knoth. How be it I toke the Abbot and 
thre of his Canons and broght them to the Kyngs 
CasteU of Halton, and there commytted them to 
warde to the Constable to be kept as the Kyngs 
Rebellyous apon peyne of Mi.^., and afterwarde 
sawe the seid Comyssioneres with theire stuffe con- 
veyed thens; and WiUiam Parker, the Kyngs ser- 
▼aimt who ys appoynted to be the Kyngs fenner 
there restowred to hise possession. Wherfore it may 
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like yo*^ good Lordship that the Kyngs Grace may 
have knowlege herof, and that hyse pleasure maye be 
farther knowen therin^ whiche I shalbe alwayes redye 
and gladde to aeoompleshe to th'uttennoat of my 
power, as knoweth oure Lorde God, who euer pre- 
serve your good Lordship with moche honor* At 
Button, the xij day of October, by yo^ assured. 

PERRIS DUTTON, K. 

To right honorable and my 83rng1er good 
Lorde, Sir Thomas Audely Knyght, 
Lorde Chauncelor of En^andOy this 
be deiyaered. 



LETTER CCLXX. 

The Prior of Durham to Secretary CromweU^ wUh an 

increased Annuity for life, 

[ibid. miw. ooluiESP. 2 8er, ix« 07. Or^.] 

Aft£& moste humble Recommendacons unto your 
good Mastership. Pleaseth the same to be aduertised 

that where as I and my brethern, your Maistershipps 
contynuall beademen, have heretofore giaunted unto 
you cone Annuitie of v*>. duo at Michaelmas last 
pasty whiche I did sende unto your Mastership afore 
the said feast by oone Richard Crosbie, oone auditor, 
to paie to your use ; the same Crosbie, bicause your 
Mastership was not at London at his being there, did 
bring agayne to me the same some, whiche vva^ con- 
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trarie mymynde, aud I am light sorie that it was not 
paied at the said terme, wherwith I beseche your 
Mastership to take no displeasure. And nowe inso- 
moche as I do repute the said Annuitie to be.veray 
small unto your person, willing to amplifie and en- 
large the same with other v^^. yerelie^ for the conti* 
nuance of your Mastershipps favourable kindness to- 
wards Sainct Cuthberts Monasterie, me and my bre- 
them^ do send unto you at this lyme, by my serraunt 
the berer herof, oone graunt of Annuitie of x*i. imder 
our Conventual Seale during your life^ with a know- 
ledge of seasin and possession in the same. Humblie 
beseching your Mastership to comand our said former 
graunt of v^i. to be cancelled and restored unto this 
berer, and that it will pleas you to accept this graunt 
in woiurthe, with the dailie prayer of me and my said 
bretiiem, your assured continuall Oratours, ever 
comitting your good Maistership to the tuicon of the 
moste blissed and holie Trinitie* At Duresm, the 
last day of Octobre, 

Your moste humble and daly bedemaui 

HUGHE, Priar of Dureme. 

To the Right Honorable Maister Secretarie 
to the King our Soueraiga Lordes Uigh- 
nes, be this deliuered. 
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LETTER CCLXXL 

Margaret Cecill and John J [use to Cromwell^ for 
John Meignold, one of the jPrinees9*9 footmen, to 
have the ferm of the lately suppressed Priory of 
Bethekelert, in Caernarvonshire, 

[ibid. misc. cokresp. a Ser, xviii. 404.J 

%• lliu petitun dikl not Biicc«ed in its oiy^ Tlie liteof Beth- 
keterC Priory was granted in tiie 87tli Hen. VIII. in exdiange to 
the Monaitery of CSiertaey in Suney, and in tiie SMi Hen, VIII. 
togedier ^ Oierliey iiaelf to tlw Abbey of Biflhan in Bcifci^ 



In oure light loving wise we recommende us unto 
you. And wbere as the beyrar hereof, called John 
Keignoldy oou of the Princesse footmen^ is moch de- 
nious tobe fenneir of the Priory of Bethekelmrty in 
the Comitie of Caernarvan, in Northwalles, lately 
suppressed, as he saith; for his fertheraunce thereunto 
he hath sued unto us to write unto you in his favore 
for that ye have the letting therof, as he afiermeih* 
We, considering that the said John Reignold was 
borne in those parties, and that the said ferme shuld 
be proufitable and commodyous for hym, desire and 
hertily praye you tobe good maister unto hym, that 
he being as bene£ciall unto the Xings Grace in that 
bihalf as any othre wilbe, may have the same to ferme 
with th'appertenaunce bifore any othre, and thrathre 
for that he is the Princesse servaunt. Wherin ye may 
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be assured not only hereafter to deserve right bertj 
thanks of his Grrace, but also have us to do you suche 
pleas' as hereafter may lie in oure powers. And be- 
sides ye sbally in our opinion, do thing meritorous 
for the refuge of the said John Reignold and to have 
hym therfbre tobe youre daily Orator ; not doubt- 
ing but for the annual payment of the said ferme he 
shall fynde you such sufficient suerties as ye shall 
reasonable reqider of h3rm, as God knowith who haue 
you in his mercifull assurance. At the maner of 
KnoUoi the last daye of Nouembre. 

MARGARET CECYLL. 
JOHN HUSB. 

To oure right loviiig frende, 
Maister Gromewell. 



LETTER CCLXXn. 

Ij^e Bishop qf Coventry and Lic/ifield to Lord Crom* 
weUf on the state of Glouceetershire* Apparently 
written about A, D. 1536. 

[m. HARi. 98S. Ibl. 16S.] 

%* We have here the arraignment of a Jury for a presumed folse 
Verdict. By Stat. 26 Hen. VIII. c. 4, in case of untrue Acquittals 
by Jurors in Wales, they were to be punished by tine and impriBon- 
ment by the Lord President and Comicil of the Maiohes. 

To the Right Honorable and his very good Lord 
the liord Cromwell, Lord Privy Seall. 
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My dutye lemembred to your good Loidshype 
aduertesynge the same that I have receaved your 
Letteres dated at the Courte the xvij*** daye of Fe- 
bruaiji willing me (that where dyueres complayntes 
hare bene made againste Sir John Hudleston, 
Knyghte, of the one party, and John Bridges of 
the other parte, by divers poore men) I should entend 
to the reformatyou of the same, and to give a vigelent 
eye, and drcomspectely to harken to the ordere and 
fkctyones in the County of Gloucester. My good 
Lord, accordinge to my dutye thes shalbe to enforme 
the same that S'. William Sullyard knyghte, M'. 
John Vernon, and Thomas Ilolte, were at the 
Assyses at Gloucester, with the Justycese of Assise, 
for dyueres causes. Amonge other one was for the 
tryall of a Cause of Rape comytted by one Roger 
Morgane, of Wales, with a greate nomber in his 
companye, in takyiig a waye a widowe againste her 
will out of a Churche, wherin, althoughe pregnante, 
euidence was gyven to the enquest agaynste the sayd 
Morgane and his company (as was thought to vs all) 
yet not withstandynge the sayd mallefactores were 
acquitted to the euell example of otlier. And my 
good Lorde, this is a vice that is and hathe bene 
comonly ysed in Wales, and hathe moste need of re* 
formatyou (which we entendynge) caused the sayd 
persones to be brougbt to tryall, and at suche tyme 
as the enqueste should have ben empanelled, suche 
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as were of reputaoon, and appointed to haue bene of 

the same enqueste, absented themselues so that 
we were driven to take meane men and of mean 
state ; and so thoronghe beringe and secrete labore 
the sajd partyes were acquitted. And thexupon the 
sayd Jurje was and is bounde to appeare at the nexte 
assyses ; and, in the meane tyme, before the Kynges 
most honorable Counsell in the Stare Chambere, 
within x» dayes warnynge to them gyven, yf it sbalbe 
seen to your and their honores. My Lord, yf this be 
not looked upon, farewell all good Rule. I have 
hervv^' sente vnto your Lordshipe the Coppy of the 
whole bookes of Evidence to the entente that the 
same seene and pervsed by your Lordshipe, I may 
knowe your Lordships pleasure^ what tyme the said 
enqueste shall appere, that therupon I maye gyve 
knowledge therof to the sayd enqueste, wherof I 
hartely desyere yo*^ Lordshipp. At these Assyses 
were viij. condempned, wherof yj. for fellony and ij. 
for Treason, whose heades and quarters shalbe sent to 
viij. of the beste townes of the sheir. Those twayne 
were the Bereward and his Ifellowe that were 
broughte by the Sherife from your Lordshipe ; and 
ij. other for sedytyous words agaynste the Kynges 
Highnes were sett of the pillorye and had there 
yeares nayled to the same, besydes other puneshe- 
ments accordinge to their desertes. And thus the 
Holy Trynetye longe cont^ewe^our good Lordshipe 

VOL. in. p 
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in honor. In haatei £rom Gloucester, the kste day 
of Februarye. 

Your Lordshipes moste bounden 

EOIiAND CO. BT LICH. 



LETTER CCLXXm. 
Jaifce^ late Friwreu of Catesby, to Secretary CrcmweU. 

[misc. corr£sp. 2 Ser, v. 180. Ori^.] 

%* Flrom this Letter it appean lluit Queen Anne Boleyn took a 
lively intemtintiM pnwrvatioDof tiie Niinneryof CtelMby-. ^Tlie 
Qneen's Grace hath moved the King's Majesty fiir nw^ and hath 
offered his Highness two thousand marks in recompense of that 
Honse of Catesby, and liath yet no perfect answer." Hie money, 
being a large sum, was to be paid gradually. 

The Prioress adds, " I trust you have not forgotten the Report 
that the Commissioners did send unto you of me and my sisters.*' 
The Report referred to is preserved in the Cottonian MS. Cleopatra, 
E. IV. fol 209. " Which House of Catesbye/' it says, we found in 
very perfect order, the Prioress a sure, wise, discrete, and very reli- 
gious woman, with nine nuns under her obedience, as religious and 
devout and with as good obedience as we have in time past seen, or 
belike shall see. The said House standeth in such a quarter much 
to the relief of the King's people, and his Grace's poor subjects 
there likewise much relieved, as by the report of dyvers worship- 
fulls nere thereunto adjoining, as of all other, it is to us openly de- 
clared. Wherefore if it should please the King's Highness to have 
any remorse that any such religious House shall stand, we think his 
Grace cannot appoint any House more meet to show his most gra- 
cious charity and pity on, than on the said House of Catesby." The 
Commissioners who signed this Letter were Edward Kuyghtly, John 
Lane, George Gyffard, and Roger Burgoyn. 

By a subsequent Letter from George Giffard to Cromwell (MS. 
Cotton. Cleop. e. iv. fol. 2IS), it appears tlie King was displeased. 

Aud^ Sir, for as much as of late my fellows and I did write unto 
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Mr. CSumeeUor of Ibe AnginflBtetkm In the favor of Ihe Abbey of 

St. James, and the Nunnery of Catesby in Northamptonghire, which 
Letter he showed unto tlie King's Hi^^ess in the favor of those 
Honsee, when the King's Highness waa displeased ; as he said to 
my servant Thomas Harper; saying that it wan like that we had 
received rewards which caused us to write as we did." 

The Prioress concludes with " Master Only saith that he hath a 
Grant of the House. But my very trust is in God, and you to help 
forward that the Queen's Grace may obtain her request that it may 
stand." Nevertheless what Master Only said was true ; Tanner 
records that the site of Catesby was granted in the 25tli Henry VHI. 
to John Onley. There were ten religious here at the time of the 
Dissolution. .Jocosa or Joyce Bekeley, as Prioress of Catesby, was 
admitted a member of the Corpus Christi Gild at Coventry in the 
2nd of Henry the VIII.^ She continued till the Dissolution. 

Plbaseth hit your Mastership to call to jo^ re- 
membrance that Doctor Grwent enformed you yes- 
temjghty that the Uueues Grace hath moved the 
Kynges Majeste.for mey and hath offered his High- 
nes too thousand marks in recompence of that Howse 
of Catishy, and hath as yet no perfet answere. Yff 
hit may lyke you nowe in my grett sorowe and pen- 
syvenes to be so good Master to me as to opteyne 
that the K3mges Grace do graunte that tiie Howse 
may stonde and geyte me yeres of payment for the 
ijMit. marks, you shall, have a Cm*^ of me to by yon 
a geldyng ; and my prayers duryng mye lyff, and all 
my systers duryng their lyves. I trust you have not 
forgoten the report that the Comyssioners dyd sonde 
vnto you of me and my systers. Master Only saith 
that he hath a graunt of the Howse. But my very 

• Dusd. Wanr. 
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trust is in God, and you to help forward that the 

Queues Grace mey opteyne her request that hit may 
stonde. And this I beseche All myghty God sende 
yon ever such comforth at your nede, as it was to my 
hart yester nyght when Doctor Gwent ded send me 
worde that you wold move the Kyngs Grace for me 
this mornyng ayen. 

Yo^ most bounden of all creaturesi 
JOYCE, late Priores of CiUesby. 

To the ryght honorable and my most 
especiall good mast^ Secretary. 



LETTER CCLXXIV. 

Robert Aske, Chirf Captain of the Canveniual As^ 

semhhf^ to the Commons of Yorkshire^ to raise them 
far the Pilgrimage of Grace. 

[ibid. 3 Ser, i. 37. Orig,} 

The IMuoIntkiii olthe smallar MooaitoriM gave riie, as the 
reader is, no doubt, aware, to two Insurrections. The lint broke 
oat at Louth in Uncolnahire, Oct 9d, 15S6, and wai headed partly 
by a person under the assumed name of Captain OoUer, and partly 
by Dr. Makarel, Prior of Barlings. The second, of a more formid- 
able character, broke out in the northern counties, and was directed 
by Robert Aske of Howden in Yorkshire, a man of bold character, 
who gave his undertaking the specious name of The Pilgrimage of 
Grace." 

The great outline of this douUe rebellion is so foOj exhibited in 
the first Volume of the State Papers published in ISSO, that few 
Letters of paramount interest upon the subject remain to be pub- 
lished. Two or three only are here giren, sufficient to mark the pro- 
gress and issue of the event. 
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Robert Aske's Address, beginning ** Lords, Knip^hts, Maisters, 
Kynuesmen, and Friends," is given in the Volume already referred 
to, p. 466. Tlie following was his Address to the humbler people, 
when first seeking to raise the multitade. 



Mast£RS| all men to be redie to morow, and this 
neighte and in the monijiig to lyng your bellis in 
every towne, and to assemble your selfs apon Skyp- 
withe mowre^ and thare apoynte your Captayns, 
Master Hussye, Master Babthorp, and Master Gas- 
coygn, and other gentilmen ; and to geff wamyng to 
all be yonde the watter to be redy vpon payn of 
dethe for the Comen Welthe ; and make your pro- 
clymacon, every man to be trewe to the Kyngs issue^ 
and the noble blode ; to preserve the Chnrche of God 
frome spolyng ; and to be trew to the Comens and 
the welthis; and ye shall have to morowe the Ar- 
ticles and causis of your assemble and peticon to the 
Kyng, and place of oure meting, and all other of 
poure and comen welthe. In haste, &c. 

By me robt. askb, Ch$effh Captayn 

ofMchesland^ Thile,andI{owden 
shyre^ Thomas mstham, robt. 

ASKE Yonger, THOMAS SALTE- 
MARCHE, WYLLM. MONKETON, M. 
FFRANKE, MASTER CAWOOD, Cap- 

tayns of the same. 
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%• Tlie Herald's Report, who was sent with a proclamation in 
tlie first instance to apiiease th(> Insurgents, atiords a Sketch of the 
parties assembled in Pomfret Castle tnily f^raphic. 

**Tin: manner, fashion, and ordering of me Lancaster Herald at 
Arms to our Sovereign T^ord the King, sent from Scroby the "ilst 
day of October, by the right honourable Lord the Farl of Shrews- 
bury, Lord StewanJ of the King's most honourable household, and 
Lieutenant General from the Trent northward, and the right ho- 
nourable Earls of Rutland and Huntiiii;(l(iii of tlie King's most ho- 
nourable Counsell, to I*omfret, with a l^roclaTiiatioii to be read 
amongst the traitorous and rebellious persons asjiembled at Pomfret 
contrary to the King's laws. And when 1 did approach near the 
Town of Pomfret, I overtook certain companies of the said rebel- 
lious, being common people of the husbandry, which saluted me 
gently, and gave great ImMHir to the King's coat of arms which I 
ware. And I demanded of them why they were in harness, And 
assembled of soeh sort; uid they aatweied me that it was for the 
Commonwealth; and said if tliey did not so, the Commonalty and 
the Chvrch should be destroyed: And I demanded of tiiem how. 
And they said that no nan should bury, nor christen, nerweddyiMr 
have tlieir beast unmarlLed, but tliat the King would hare a certain 
sum of money fyr every such tiling, and the beast unmarked to his 
own housoy'Wfaich had never been seen. And I answered diem and 
told them how good and gracious Lord the King liad been to them, 
and how long he had them in great wealth, tranquillity, and 
peace; and also that his Grace, nor none of his Counsel, never in- 
tended nor thought no such things and articLes as they found them 
grieved with. And vrith such persuasioos as I found and said to 
them, riding into the Town, I had gut grant of three or four hundred 
of the Commonalty to go gladly home to their houses, and to ask the 
King's mercy ; and said, they were weary of that life they were in. 
And resorted first to the Market Cross, where I should have made 
the proclamation. And Robert ^ske, captain of the host, being in 
the Castle, heard tell that I was comen, and sent for me to come to 
him ; and so I did ; and as I entered into the first ward, there I 
found many in harness, of very cruel fellows, and a porter with a 
white staflT in his hand ; and at the two other warrl-gates every of 
them a porter with his stafl', accompanied with harnessed men ; and 
so I was brought into the Hall, which I found full of people. And 
I was commanded to tarry to such time as the said traitorous cap- 
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tain's pleasnie was knowii $ aad in fliat tpnee I BtooA up at tin 
higii talde in die HaU, and tiiere liiewad to tlie peopla tfaa oauae of 
mj ooming, and tbe eflfoet of tlie Ptodanation ; and in doing tlie 
same, liie nidAgko mbI Horne in to his olianibir ; and t^ere Iteep- 
ing his port and countenance as tfiongh ha liad been a greatPlriiicey 
with great rigour and like a tyrant; wbo was acoompanied witli 
the Archbishop of York, the Lord Darcy, Sir Robert ConataMe, Mr. 
Magnus, Sir Christopher Danby, and divers other. And, as my 
dntie was, I saluted the Arehhiihop of York and my Lord Darcy, 
showing to them the aanse I eame thither for. And then the said. 
Robert Aske, with a cmell and an ineatimable proud countenano^ 
stretched himself, and took the hearing of my tale, which I opened 
to him at large, in as much honour to our Sovereign Lord the King 
as my reason would serve me ; which the said Captain Aske gave 
no reverence to, and superstitiously demanded the sight of my Pro- 
clamation. And then I took it out of my purse and delivered it to 
him, and then he read it openly, without any reverence to any per- 
son ; and said, it should not need to call no counsell for the answer 
of the same, for he would of his own wit give me the answer, which 
was this. He, standing in the highest place of the chamber, taking 
the high estate upon him, said, * Herald, as a messenger you are 

* welcome to me and all my company, intending as I do. And as fur 

* this Proclamation sent from the Lords, from whence you come, 
'shall not be read at the Market Cross, nor in no place amongst my 

* people, which be all under my puiding ; nor for fear of loss of lands, 

* life, and goods, not for the power which is against us, doth not 

* enter into our hearts with feeu*, but are all of one accord with the 
' points of our artidesy dearly intending to see a reformation, or else 
' to die in those causes/ And tlwn I deoMtndfld of iiim wliat his 
arddeswas. 4nd ha said, one was •fliat he and Ids company would 
go to London of pilgrimage to the King's Highness, and there to 
lunre ail Tile Hood «f his Gonnseli put tnm lam, and all nohle blood 
set up again, and also the Faith of Cflurist and his laws to be kept, 
and full lestitation of Chiist's Ghnroh of aU wrongs done unto it, 
and also the Conmonalty to be used as they should be : and bade 
me trust to this, for it should be done, or he would die Ibr it. And 
flien I required Um, tiiat Im would giro me this in writing, for my 
c^>adty would not eerre to bear it away ; and lie said, ^ With a 
good will f and called for his oath which he gave to his people, 
and said th'artides was comprehended within the said cath| and 



Digitized by Google 



56 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

ddheied it in wiitiBg to mtf and caiiied nw to nod it myieif ; and 
lie Bayd, to tiiat he would aett to hit haody and die in the quarrely 
and hie people with him. And then I prayed him to pnt his hand 
to the said bill, and lo he did, and with a prood voiee taidy 'This 
■ is mine act, whosoerer say the oontrary/ And also he said, he 
meant no hann to ^ King^s penouy but to see tetanation. And 
I fUl down on my knee before him, showing him how I was a mes* 
senger, and charged by the King's Coonsell to read the Proclamap 
tion which I brought, for my discharge ; and he clearly answered 
me, tliat of my life I should not ; for he would have nothing put in 
his people's heads that should sound contrary to his intent ; and 
said at all times I should have his safe conduct, to come and go in 
message, wearing the King's coat of arms, or else not : and also 
said, if my Lord of Shrewsbury, or any other of the Lords of the 
King's army, would come and speak witli him, tiiey should have of 
him their safe-conducts, to come safe and go safe ; and also said, 
* Herald, recommend me to tlie Lords from whence you come, and 
say to them it were mete that they were with me, for it is for all 
their wealtlis Uiat I do.' And then he commanded the Lord Darcy 
to give me two crowns of five shillings to reward, whether I wold 
or no ; and then took me by the arm, and brought me forth of the 
Castle, and there made a proclamation that I should go safe and 
come safe, wearing the King's coat, in payne of deatli ; and so took 
his leave of me, and returned into the Castle in high honour of the 
people, as a traitor may. And I missed my horse, and I called to 
liim again, for to hare my hone, and Hien he made a proclamation 
that who so held my hone, and brong^ him not again immediately, 
bad hill him without mercy. And then both my hone was ddi* 
▼ered to me, and then he commanded that twenty or Unrty men 
shohi bring me out of the Town where I should see the least of 
his people, nor that I should not speak with them. For surely I 
think, if I mif^t liave redd the Prodamacion and good words unto 
the people, that all the plough'Oommonalty would have gone home 
to their houBes immediately, for they say they be weary of that life 
they lead, and if they say to the oontrary to the captain's will, he 
shall die immediately. And this all to be true, I, the said Lanoas- 
ter, hath written this with my hand and true report as mine Oath is.^ 

^'Lahoastbr Hbrbald.'^ 

» Stat. Fap«n, ISSO, &c toL 1. p. 486 
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The consternation of the Court upon the second Rebellion was 
great. Order was without delay "taken for munitions;" and 
Cromwell was at his wits' end to find money to pay the forces. 
Henry bade that he should " taste the fat priests " for their benevo- 
lence ; and even directed Wriothesley to write, " His Grace s plea- 
sure is, you shall go to tlie Jewel House in the Tower, and there 
take as much plate as you shall think His Grace shall not necessa- 
rily occupy, arid put it strait to coining. His Majesty appeareth to 
fear much this matter, especially if he should want money." 

The first command against tiie insurgents was vested in the Earl 
of Shrewsbury, but subsequently placed with the Duke of >3orfolk ; 
who, to gain time for reinforcements, proposed a Treaty, in which it 
was agreed that the insurgents should send a petition to the King, 
tiiit the Duke should go to court to second the petitkm, and that 
hostilities should cease till he and their messengers letonied. 

Discontent and distress thinned the nomber of the rebels in tlie 
interval. A pardon, with exceptions, was at last brought by tlie 
Duke of Norfolk, for which, npon forlher negotiation, a general 
pardon without exceptions, and a promiee to hold a Parliament at 
York, was substituted. Finally the Insurrection was suppressed, 
and Aske first, and then tlie Lord Darey, invited to ctnne to the 
King at Court. Henry's Letter of iuTitation, addreesed to " lus 
veil bekwd sa^eef, Robert Askb, gaUkmMf* is worthy of the 
reader's perusal. 

Btf the King. 

*<HBIfRYR. 

« Trusty and wdl beloved, We greet you well. Letting you wit, 
that forasmuch as by credible information We be advertised that, 
notwithstanding your olibiwes committed agaihst us in the late re- 
bellioik attempted in those parts, you be now, in heart, repentant for 
tiic same, and determined from henceforth to use yourself in all 
things like our faithful and obedient subject ; and further, that your 
said ofieuces therein proceeded not so much of yourself, as of the 
untruth and evil disposition of others ; We have conceived a great 
desire to speak with you, and to hear of your mouth the whole cir- 
cumstance and beginning of that matter ; and for that purpose have 
not only addressed these our Letters unto you, by the which We 
command you, as our true and faithful subject, for so We do now 
repute you, to repair unto our own person with all possible dili- 
gence, making no man privy thereunto ; but also sent unto you, with 

D 5 
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tke SUM, oar U m Af and wdl belofvd Mmnt PMer Mewtys, this 
berer, oob of IIm QomttoaMi of our Privy GhaBberi to whom Wa 
won you AaSk bk all thiags give im and aodoabtad sNdeM ; aa* 
faring yoa, that Wo ihall perftmn aad aoaoaqpUili towaida ycm and 
all oHMtiy our gonani and iiraa pafdoai^ aboady grantod uato yaa, 
aooofdfag to tiio tanor of oar PiociaMatiaa aaada in that bebalf. 
TkroatiBg lhartlbve tlMUy at yoor acoaia to oar pnaoicay yon wi^ 
aooh plainnaM and franknoM In all tUnga that We flnll doannd of 
yooy that Wo a^y, baaidia> have canaa to rawaide yoor fidsUty to- 
wards oa, to ha thewod in the laaiOy whtoh we aball not fidi in toch 
wise to doy that yea shall htfe good oa» h iw aft er to f^foleoi and 
thank God of this journey. Yeven onder our Signet, at oar manor 
of Westminator, the 16th day of BeoaMber, the mk year of oar 
feign."* 

In another Letter the mag addrssaes him as Robert Aake esyrfrg. 



LETTER cca:iXxv. 

Boberi Aske to Lord Darey, announcing the King*9 

pardon to the Northern Parts, and praying his 
Lordihip **to stay his quarters" as he had done 
hmsejfm 

[ibid, at eiyr. S Str, i. $S.] 

A TREW Copy of M'. Aske Letter sent to the 
Lofd Darcj, Munday the vi^* day of Januar, 
1537. 

Jfius. 

[Vera CopiaJ] My Lorde as I am boimdyn in hert 
I recomend me tinto you to advertysse your Lord- 
ship from the Southe parte, ffirst the King is Grace is 
good and giaoyoua Sovendgn Lord to me, and haitii 
affermed his most liberall pardon to all the North 
k fltii. riqm taas, Ae. foL 1. p. m 
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parts by his owne mowthe. For border newes, ffirst 
hya Orace haith dispached the Duke of Northfolke 
northwards. Morover his Grace intendith to hoold 
his Parliament at Yorke^ and to have the Ouen i» 
Grace cronyd ther, and also haith grantyd fire eleccon 
of knights and burgesses, and lyke lebette to the 
sjj^yry tualHs to declare ther lemyng with out hys dis- 
pleasure ; and, my Lord, I assure yow his Grace in 
hert tendrith the Comon welth of his subiectts and 
extendith hys mercy of his own benignitie plen- 
tuously to hys people from the hertj and, if I can, 
shalbe glad to morow to attende of your Lordship, 
trustyng your Lordship shall perceve I haue doon 
my dewtie as well to the King is Grace under his 
fauor, as to my Contrey, and plaid my parte. Thus 
the lifiyng God preserve your good Lordship. My 
Lord, I prey your Lordship to stay your quarters, 
as I have doon thes parts, and therby I trust all Lig* 
lond shall reioyse. 

BOBT. ASKE. 



*,* ()u the 10th of Januarj' Lord Darcy also received a Letter 
from the King " to repair and come to his presence, with all dili- 
gence that he might use, his health preserved." Darcy declined the 
invitation from ilinesa and feebleness : and was presently commiUed 
to prison. 
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Lameoiier Herald to the Lord Prwy Seak The de- 
tail of hie Journey to the North Parte hearing the 
King's Proclamation, c^ter the Jir*t mbeiding of the 
"Pilgrimage of OraeeJ* 

[ntj). Ste.xiz.S4. Orig,} 

¥nm Ihii Letter it is evident Hiat^ tlioagli petoe was ont- 
wirdly rastocedf tiie discontent of the country continued ; and early 
in 1SS7 a fresh Insnrrectioii brolDe out in Comberland, Wliedier 
tiiose nho liad led tiie Pilgrimage of Grace " really entered into 
new plots, is diflienlt to ascertain : tlief were at all events sns- 
pected, apprehe n ded, and finally execnted. Cromwell, in a Letter 
to Sir Thonas Wyat in Spain, dated Stepney, 8th July, 15S7, says, 
« Concerning the news of this Realm nothing has succeeded since 
my last writing, bat from good quiet and peace, daily to better and 
better. The traitors have been execnted. The Lord Darcy at 
Tower HiU. The Lord Hnseey at Lincoln. Aske iianged npon 
the dungeon of the Castle at York. Tim rest were executed at TST- 
bum. So diat, as far as we can perceive, all the cankered hearts 
an weeded away." 

Poor Lancaster herald was at last tried, and executed ; not for 
any neglect of duty in the Cumberland commotion, but for his mis- 
deeds in the former revolt. The chaiges against him rested chiefly 
upon his conduct at Pomfret Castle, more especially for ftdlingupCD 
his knee to Aske, and for taking his reward. 

In several of the State Papers he is called Miller, but his prop« 
name was Thomas Milner or IVIylner. He was appointed Rouge- 
dragon Nov. 2nd, 22 Hen. VIII. A.D. 1630, and created Lancaster 
9th July, 28 Hen. Vm. 

Plesith your good Loidshipe to know that I jo' 
powre bydman Lancaster Hemlde liathe bene with 
the Kyngs Proclamacions in the North parts, as 
Yorke^ Bipon^ Mydlam, BarnacasteU, Bichemond, 
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Dorram, Newcastell, Morpath, Anwyke, and so to 
Barwjke, and sewrly as ffer as I have gone, the peple 
ys very soiy ffor ikejr offences done agenst the Kyngs 
riall Magiste and his most honorable Counsell, and 
also they be right joyes of the knolege that my Lord of 
Noifolks Grace shall come a mongest them, and doo 
justes to the powre. And also the have left all theyr 
raylynge woids of theyr artecles and of the Xyngs 
Counsell, and yf they be in herte as they show them- 
selfs outward, I trust all shalbe in great quiottnesse* 
Fane they woldbe to haye my Lord of Noffolk a 
mongest them : bott^ my espeshall good Lord, so fer 
as I have gone as yett, I have fond the most cor- 
ruptyd and malicious Speritugdte inv^^ard, and partly 
owt ward, that anny Prince of the world bathe in his 
Realme, and yf the trothe be perfitdy kaown yt 
wylbe founde that they wher the greattyst corypers of 
the temporalte, and have gevyn the secrett accacion of 
all this myscheffe agenst our Soveran Lord and your 
Lordship^ and other of the Kyngs Consell ; as at my 
retome I shall more planely.informe your Lordshipe 
of suche thyngs as I herd and sene* And thus I pray 
Jhu* meyteyne your Lordshypps honor, and longe to 
contenew. Wrytten at Barwyk, this Sent Stevens 
day^ be your houmble headman. 

LANCASTER U£RRA|«D, 

To the ryght honorable and my synguler 
good Lord, my Lord Preve Seaie, de- 
lyver this. 
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LETTER CCLXXVII. 

The Cmtncil of the North to the Lord Frivy Seal* 

Lancaster Herald tried and executed. 

[STAT* PAP. Off. MUa OORKBSP. 2 StT, SIX. 65. Ofig^l 

' Pleas it joure right good and honorable Lord* 

shippe to bee advertised that here have bene owre 
loving ffellowes Clarenceiiz King at Aims, Somersety 
Rongedragone, and Rougecrosse, personallye pre* 
sente at th'assises nowe holdene at the Citie of 
Yorke. And at the saihe assises all thies peisones 
with as good efiecte aiid diligence as coude bee de- 
vysedy have used the jmselfs for the setting forwardes 
of th'affayres of the Kinges Magestie here agalnste 
Thomas Millar late called Lancastre, who hathe suf- 
fered according to his demerites. And what hithe 
and shalbee further done in thies parties conceriiyng 
asvirell th'afDajres of the Kingis said Highnes as 
other matiers of Justice and occurrauntis in thies 
parties^ we shall, at th'ende of this setting, more at 
lengthe advertise the Kingis said Magestie with all 
due circumstances. As knoweth our Lorde, who 
euenuore haue jou in his holye governaunce, oure 
moste singkr good Lorde. Writtene at Yorke^ the 
sixte daye of Auguste. 
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By youre Lordshippes owne to th\ittennuste of 
theire powre 

ROBT. LANBAFFE. 

T. MAGNUS. 

BA17FF bllbAkill the younger, K, 

THOMAS FFAIRFAX. 
BOBEB.T BOWIS; 
WlLiht, BABTHOBP. 

ROBT. CUALON£R. 

lO. UYBDALB. 

To the right honenhte and oare moofto 
singler good Lorde, my Loide Fryaeseall. 



LETTER CCLXXVIII- 

Henry Parker Lord Morley^ to the Lord Prwy Seal, 
accompanying the present of MacchiaoelU's Floren^ 

[inso. OOERESP. 2 8er. zzix. Orig,1 

This Letter was written in 1637. The peace between Fer- 
dinand of Naples and the Florentines alluded to in it, as little more 
than fifty years passed, was ooscluded by the mediation of Spain in 
1486. This brings Hie date to uniliqflitag beyond 1536, and Crom- 
well, to whom it is addnfsed as LotdPlity Seal, was not placed in 
tliat oltoe tin JniyM that year. The ISHiol Febraary Ut7 seems 
tiierefine the appropriate data of this Letter. 

AenMat the Seventh, mentioned in it as the late Pope, and to 
whom Maoefaiavelli dedieated his History, died in lfiS4. 

Bfacehiavelli's Florentine History Ibst appeared at Venice in the 
year ef his deaHi, 8to. ; and was reprinted at Florence, 4to. 
B^deGinntBylStS; in which latter year tiie Principe'' aboap- 
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peared in similar type and form, from the same press ; reprinted at 
Florence in 1534 ; and again, without place, in 1535. The Volume 
presented by Lord Morley evidently contained both the " Florentine 
History" and The Prince," and was doubtless the edition of 1532. 



My synguler good Lord, after my most liarty 
commendaciou unto youe, so do I send joue by my 
trusty servaunty iMs bringer, to pas the tyme with all 
in the Italyan toung, a Boke of the Cronykle of the 
florantyns. The Auctor of hy t, as y t apperythe in 
the Boke, wrote yt to Clement the Seventhelate Byss- 
chop of Home. Youre Lordship will marvell moche 
when ye do reade yt» how he durst be so bolde to 
present suche a worke unto hym ; ffor he so declaryth 
theyer petygrew, that yf one schulde reade a hun- 
dredie boks, he myght lake to know of theyere usur- 
pacion, whiche he schall fynde aparant in his fyrst 
Boke. So consequently he prosody the to the begyn- 
yng of the Augmentaccon of the Cyte of Florans. 
And in the tellyng of theyre Jests^ he teUythe frome 
the great Charlamayne, whiche new redyfyed flo- 
rans, most part all the Jests of the Italy ans. Your 
Lordship, I have often^rmes harde you say^ hath 
bene conyersant among them : sene theyere factyons 
and manors. And so was I never. But yf they use 
such frauds, myscheyes, treasuns, and conspyrasys, 
as he. wryttyth that they do, I do not skant accoimt 
them worthy to be nombeiyd amongest Chrysten 
men. And forbecause that as I say, sythens the 
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great Charles^ the Bysschop of Rome hatha ^the 
all the Prynces medlyd, and bene now in lege with 
them, and somtyme otherwise at war and stiyf ; now 
cursyng, now blessyng, which they lyttell pas vpon ; 
he so accountyth the myschef that they have usyd to 
mayntene theyer usurpyd power and dingyty, that 
I do knowe very well youre Lordship will afiyrme to 
have redd no suche thing. At the last, in the viij^ 
boke he declary th of the warre which the Florantyns 
hadd agaynst the Bisschop of Rome, and Famando, 
that tyme Kyng of Naples. I think yt passys lyttell 
fyfty yeres sythens that war was. And how unjustly 
he usyd them. And forbycause the Kyng oure 
Soueraigne Lords cause and theyers be sumwhat 
lyke, ffor asmoche as agaynst all reason he dothe 
what in hym ys agaynst the Kyng, aswell by cursyng 
as by sowyng off devysyon with all nacyons agaynst 
the Kyngs Magestie and the Realme, I do exort 
yonre Lordschip to note well what the Florantyns 
did agaynst the Bomyssche Bysschop ; and how lyttle 
they reputyd his cursyngs ; what schamfiill abusyons 
they leyde to his charge. Howe to majmteyne 
theyre lightens cause they callyd a Counsell of all 
the Bysschops of Tuskan, and causyd the prysts, 
wyll they nyll they, to do as they commandyd them: 
and appeled utterly firome his evyll dysposyd Court 
unto the generall Counsell. And this one example 
ys for oure Prynce so great a Declaracion of his 
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rightfdll defensy that I woold to God tlutt not onJ^ 
a]] Inglyscbe men, but all other nacyons hadd ledd 

the same ; therby to see why ther a Cytie may resyst 
in theyre i%ht the wrongs done to them by a Bjta* 
chop better thaii one of the most iiobelyst Kyngs of 
Ciystendome. And, my most eq^ecyali good Loxd» I 
most hartely pray yone to sehew the very words nnto 
the Kyng. For I do tbinke his Majestie shall take 
great pleasure to see them. 

In oonclution, bycause my Letter schuld not be 
to tedyous to youe^ in suche places as the Auctor 
touches any thing consemyng the Bysschop of Rome, 
I have notyd it with a hand or with words in the 
marjant to the intent it schuld be in a redynes to 
youe at all tyroes in the redyng. 

And fiTurthermore^ this Boke off Machiavelle de 
Principe ys surely « very speeiall good thing for 
youre Lordschip, whiche are so ny abought oure 
Soueraigne Lorde in Counsell to loke upon for mtaxj 
causys, as I suppose youre self schall judge when ye 
have sene the same. Praing youre Lordschip to ac- 
cepte yt wythe no les good wyll then iny mynde is to 
wyll to youe and all yours helth and honor. And 
when youre Lordschip schaibe at convenyent leasor, 
I pray youe to be so good Lord unto me as to tmder 
me in suclie thuigs as Maister Rycharde Croumwell 
schall sew to youre Lordschip for me* And this I 
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oomyt joure good Lordschip to God. From Haliog- 
buij Morlej, the xiij day ofP February. 

Al your Xx>rdscliypps to comaude 

HAREY MOELET. 

To the ri^ht honorable and my especiall 
good Lorde, the Lord Privey Seale, 
delyuer this. 

-%* Lord Morley might have spared himself the trouble of send- 
ing Macchiavelli's \V orks to Cromwell. Cardinal Pole, in his Apo- 
logy to Charles the Fifth, shows that Cromwell was not only well 
ae^ptajntod with them long before, bot in a oonTenation at the Car- 
dinal of York^s, at a eritieal nooMnt^ upon the diitiet of a WMet 
to bis Friiic6» Immediately after Pole'i lint retmn from Italy, had 
atno^y receaimeiided Maoddavdli^ hock to him Ibr its precepts. 
The passage Is kmg; bat a few seoteiioes of it will give flie story in 
P^s own wosds. Pele sahseqnently states that he heaxd Crom* 
well had regretted hattaig praised the book to him. 

Cam Regis intimi ConsiHafO mm satis Inter se coaTenirent, sed 
alii henesto eonetanter adhmrerenty alii, quo fSsrebat Regis volmitasy 
se traU piliebsBtar; tone qaidem iUe meeum, qni reeens ex Italia 
in medtem hamm ooutentionva redfisseas, capCataprimom ansa me 
aUoqaendi ex giatalatieiie de redita, enm in domo Cardinalis £bo- 
noensis me offisndlsset, ci^as ille tunc assecia fuit, sic postea di- 
Yertit in seflMme de oflldo pradentis Coosiliarii apud Principem, 
OMifentibiis credo animam ejos, que tone ex dissensione Consilia- 
riorum Regis audiyerat, et cognoveta^ ac volens interim teatare, 
quam in partem ipse animo inclinarem, cum sciret fieri non posse, 
lit mea etiam sententia non exquireretur. Cui cum ego inter alia 
hoc in gumma respondissem : meo judicio hoc pertinere ad officium 
Consiliarii, ut honori ante omnia, et utilitati Principis sui consule- 
ret, nonnullaque de honesto et utili dissefui, miai maxime naturae 
lex, et piorum ac doctorum Virorum scripta docent. Tunc ille ad 
ea, quae a me dicta erant, sic respondit, ut diceret, se non negare, 
ea praeclare diet, ac disputari solere, quae iu scholis sa^pe magnos 
applausus habeut, uec niinorem, si apud populum ex suggestu Uice- 
rentur ; sed in secretis consiliis haec parum valere, insipida esse, 
non modo nullum applausum excitautia si saepius dicereutur, nau- 
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seam, et nisi tandem voceni mutaret, ct ling:uain, qui a talibus argu- 

mentis inciperet, sua consilia firmare etiam odium, et tandem perni- 

ciem ; causainquc addidit, quia ea fere nunquam con?eniunt cum 

voiuutate Priucipum) et a consuetudiue aulas prorsus abhorrerent. 
• • • • « 

Sed multo clarius hmc omnia perspexi, cam in libra m incidiB- 
sem, quem tmiopere apud mt fimrfwlf, quern poetea vidi, non eo 
mUmm ; nam credo, paNmnaB laalKai i/t mU cmuUiUapud mt eX' 
ftmkiui, lafotteci. Sed cum admooitaa easem ab his, qui aecieta 
^ut stadia, com lecttoni vacant, iiov6nuit,qiiaUa eMent,non minori 
studio Gondiam, nt liaberem, quam qui hostiiim codiciUoa intmcipere, 
per qv»eoromooD8iliareveIanUir,Bcpe magna diligentlaciirat. Ta^ 
lem antem librom illnm inveni scriptnm ab hosle hvmani generia^ia 
qaoonmia hostis ooneiliaeipUGantDr,etmodi, qoibos rdigio^ pietaa^ 
et ornnes Tirtatls indoles, faeilins destrni possent Liber enim etsi 
hominis mmwaetstylnmpraB le feiat, tamen, viz eoepi legete, qain 
Sataam digito scriptnm agnoscerem. Ut eaim iUi libfi, qni reelam 
Vivendi normam tradnnt, per qoam homines maxime cum Deo in 
gratia, et secum in pace, et coactndiavivere possint, divini maxime, 
et Dei digito scripti dicuntur, quales sunt, qui divlnas leges C0Oti« 
nent ; sic qui talem viam ad pemiciem patefaciunt, ut omnem veram 
pietatem toUant, et hominum inter se societatem dirimant, qualis est 
bic liber, dc quo sum dicturus, nunquam eundem Satanae digitis 
scriptum dubitabo dicere, etiam si hominis nomen prae se ferat. Est 
autem (ne diutius teneam expectationem tuam) liber inscriptus no- 
mine Machiavelll, cujusdam Florentini, indigni prorsus, qui tam 
nobilem civitatem patriam habeat. Sed ut ubique Satanas suam pro- 
lem habet, bugs filios, qni se miscent inter filios Dei, quod tandiu 
erit, donee qui veutilabrum in manu habet, purgaverit aream ; sic 
iste Satana) Alius inter multos Dei filios edoctus onini nialitia, ex 
ilia nobili civitate prodiit, et nonnulla scripsit quae omnem nialitiam 
Satanae redolent. Inter reliqua vero libruni de Principe fecit (sic 
euim unum suum volumen inscrlpsit) in quo talem nobis Principera 
exprimit, qualem certe, si Satanas in came regnaret, et filium ha- 
beret, quem post se in regno relicturus esset, cum camem consum- 
masset, noo aUa prorsus prsecepta iiUo sue daret. Ecce enim, Prin- 
cipes, audita enim nunc, et attente aosealtate ; ad vos enim, et ad 
filios Testros maxima pertinet, ne bac omnium malitiosissima, et per- 
niciosissbna doctrina eos absorbere pa t ia min i. Sparsum est enim 
J|oc venennm per Fdndpam aulas in hi^us libris, qui ubiqiie line 
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circumferuntor. Audite eigo» el meoltate ; et nee voe tantniD ap« 
pello^ fled onmee gentes, univenas nationes, et populosi nt anflcnl'* 
tatis inTitoyquia omnium salutem haec doctrina petit." 

Cardinal Pole was the first writer who discorerBd and denmimTftd 
the real principles in MacchiareUi's Prince. 



LETTER CCLXXIX. 

Ralph Lane and Tlhomas Lee to the Lord Privy Seal, 

after searching the Books and Goods of Dr. Lush, 

Fiear of Aylesbury, 

[uuD. 2 Ser, xix. 78.] 

John Loiehe or Loesliey DD., wai institnted to the Vicarage 
of ATtesbnry June ISIhy 15S9, on the preflentation of Brian Higden* 
Prebendary of AyMmry. JUpieoinbey in the Hislorj of Bucking- 
hamaiurey sajihe wasaftUowof Eton Oollege. He died in IMS. 

Pleaseth ytt your good Lordshepe, we have re- 
ceyved your letters dyxected unto ub to vewe and 
serche all the boks and other goodis thatt Doctor 
Lusshe, Vicar of AiUesbuiy, hath in his vicarage 
their. And accordyng unto your seid Lbrdshipps 
comaundinent, we have bene their and sherched the 
seid boks, and taken an inventoiy of them ; and to 
certyfie yotir Lorshipp of boks of importinacy, we 
ffynd non butt oon^ the whiche we have seutt unto 
your Lordshipp, and that is called Egisippus and 
Clifus^ both bounden in oon volume, wherin we ffymd 
in dyuerse places in Clif us the aydyng of the Bisshope 
of Bomej raylyng ayenst them thatt spekedi ayenst 
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his auctorite* And in another place of the aeid 

boke their is a Sermon of Thomas Beckett in the 
greatt prejse of hym, and in another pkce in a 
sermon upon Se3mtt Peters day att liCldsomer he set- 
teth Iforth the Bisshop of Rome auctorite with greatt 
fyez. And in the same boke we send you a Letter 
of oon Thomas TyfFynge, prest of the Quenes Colege 
in Oxford, thatt provyded the seid boke for the seid 
Doctor Lusshe, too yers past. And we allsso haue 
send unto your seid Lordshipp tluee sermonez well 
written with his owne hand» withoutt date, wherin we 
ffynd in one of them the Bisshop of Rome prayed 
ffor by the name of Pope, and in another sermon 
spekith ayenst the translacon of Scripture in Ing- 
lysshe, and in another sermon dispysyng servynge 
men and craftsmen for lokyng of the Newe. Testa- 
mentt in Englysshe. And by cause the tyme is so 
shortt thatt we cannott loke vppon the residue of his 
other sermons as we ought to doo, by cause they be 
so cTyll written to rede, therfor ftor the more suerty 
we have taken them whome to our housez to loke. 
suerly on them, and if we ffpid any moe sermouB 
thatt we thynke mete to be scntt vnto [your] Lord- 
shipp, ye shall shortely here of theynu And as 
towchyng his goods, which is of TCiy small. Talewe, 
we have taken an inventory of theym, tjie which 
shalbe redy and saffe att your Lordshipp comawnde*. 
ment by the Grace of God, who euer kepe you. 
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Written att Ayllesbuiy, the zv^ day of Marche, by 

youers to our pore power. rauffe lane. 

THOBfAS LEE. 

To the right honorable and our synguler 
good Lord, Lord Prevy Seale^ be this 
delyuered with spede. 

LETTER CCLXXX. 

jRichard Lay ton to JLord Cromwell f irwiting kim to 
pay him a Visit at his Rectory of Harrow* 

[ibid. 2 Ser. x.x. 298.] 

Hit may please your Lordeshipe tobe advertiasede 
that if ye hadd cum to Barowe on iViday, your bede 
was redy and mete for yowe and your trayne. Ye 
shall have xs^ bedds in the towne, wheras none de- 
partede of the siknes this yere: besydds a dosen 
bedds within the parsonage. I sende yowe by this 
bringer half a dossen partterigs. If ye cum not 
shortly e^ ye shall have but a fewe to £Le att. I sende 
owte my hawke this day to yowe parterige for 
super on Monday. Simeon was never so glade to se 
Chryst his master, as I shalbe to se your Lordeshipe 
in this your owne bouse, and aU that ever shalbe in 
hit for my lyiFe. And fare yo*^ Lordeshipe as well as 
yourherte desierith* Frome Harowe^this Satterday, 
by your Lordesliippes most assurede to comaunde. 

RICHARD LAYTON, prsste. 

To the Bight hooofable and my singuler 
goode L(adf my hoirde CrQwelly Loide 
PtfreyaeaUe. 
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LETTER CCLXXXI. 

Ekhard Layian, William Felre, and John Freman, 

to the Ijord Privy Seal, upon receiving the Surren* 
der of Bewley Abbey. The dietreu of the Sanctuary 

people. 

[mo. S Str. zx. 109.] 

*,* The Abbey of Beaulieu, or Bewley, as it was commonly 
called, iu the New Forest, was founded in the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century by King John. The Annals of Parcolude say in 
1201 : Matthew Paris in 1206 ; by whom also we are iiif<Nniied dial 
the Church was neither finished nor dedicated till |946. The pri- 
vilege of SancCoarjIi ataled to liave been ooolBnedaiKNiitby papal 
proviBlon, in tlie time of Edward the Third. 

Maigaiel of Ai^oa and her ion toolLieftige here; aa did Pteildn 
Warbeck at a laler period. 

Richard the Third seems to have entertained some jeatoosy ef the 
privilege. In tiieBegister of Privy Seals of his tnrt year, ptesenred 
in the HarL MS. 4SS» we have the entry of a Letter to tfeue Abbot, to 
appear before the King and Cooncil w^ all and every each mnni- 
ments and writings by which he claimed to have sanctuary aft Bean- 
lien. The Chartnlary of Beaulien in tut Cottonian Collection pre- 
serves no Instrument relating to this Sanctuary. 

Plbasbth it your Loidshipe to be advertised yes- 

terdaie we resajved the Surrendar of this Monastery 
and £ix>m that tyme hare and. doo travale for the dis- 
peche of all other thinges as dilygentlie as we may. 

Ther be Sayntuaiy men here for dett, felony, and 
murder, zzxij. ; many of them aged, some very seke. 
They have all, within iiij*""., wyves and childern, and 
dwellynge howses and groimd wherby the lyre with 
their famyHes, whiche beynge all assembled before 
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hu8| and the Kinges Highnes pleasure opened to 

them^ they have verye lamentable declared that if 
thej be nowe send to other Sayntorjes, not onlie 
they but their wyves and childem also shalbe utterly 
irndon^ and therfore have desired us to be means for 
the jm Tnto your Lordship that they may remayne 
here for terme of their lyves, so that none other be 
resaved. And bycause we have by examinacon cer* 
tayne knowlege that the great nomber of theym with 
their wyves and childem shuldbe utterly cast awaie, 
their age, impotency, and other things considered, 
yf they be sent to any other place, we have sent 
this berear unto you, beseching your Lox:dshipe we 
may knowe the Kmgs pleasure hy you herin, whiche 
knowen, wee shall accordinge to our most bownden 
duetes, with all delegence accomplish the same, as 
knoweth our Lord, who have your Lorshipe in his 
blyssid kepinge. From Bewley, the iij. dale of 
AprilL 

Yo' Lordeshippes most assurede to comaunde 

RICHARD LAYTON, Prest. 

Yo^ Lordshipps most boimden beadsman and ser^^ 

▼ant WILLIAM PETRE. 

Tow'pov'man john freman. 

To tbe right honorable and our singuler 
good Lorde Privie Seale, be this geren. 
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LETTER GCLXXXU. 

LB0f Biihop of lAehfield and Covenfyy^ to Lord Crom^ 

well, on the proposed exchange of his House in the 
Strand with the Lord Beauchamp. 

[ibid. 2 Ser, xxvii. 1203. Orig.} 

%* Slowe, in his Survey of London, deooribing the bnikUngp of 
the Strand, within die Libertiee of the Duchy of Lancafter, saya, 
'^There was the Biahop of €heoter'a (ooauBonly called of Lichfield 
and CoTentrie) liia Inn or London lodging. Thia Honae ivia first 
boilt by Walter Langton Bishop of Chester, treasnrer of England, 
in the leign of Edward the First" 

Right honorable, after my moste harty commen- 
dackmS) thies shalbe to advertise the same that the 
ffirst day of Maye I have receyved the Kings Criaces 
most honorable lettres, and your lettres also, for the 
ezchaiinge of my house in Stronde with the Loide 
Beauchampe, for a recompence for the same. My 
Lorde, I am content to giatifye my Piynce with the 
same accordyngly, as I wrote to your Lordeshipp. 
But it is to me great marvell that your Lordeshipp 
makith so little of my partye, that I furthwith shulde 
delyver my Dede, and know no thyng of my Recom- 
pence. Save only your Lordeshipp wrote to me that 
ye will kepe the Dede to sudi tyme I be recom- 
penced ; uppon truste wherof, and uppon that condicon 
I have sent my sayde Dede to your Lordeshipp, de- 
siring your Lordeshipp to kepe the same, and not 
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otherwise to deliver it For other wise^ I doo and 

have protested it shall never be my Dede. Besech- 
jng your Lordeshipp to be my goode Lorde, consi- 
dering I have therin don your Lordeshipps mynde 
fFor my parte, to see the same executed for yours. 
And although I am not so hable to doo your Lorde- 
shipp pleasure as the Lorde Beauchamp, yet I here 
your Lordesbypp as goode a harte to my little power^ 
and more than that ye cannot have, as this berer my 
trusty servaunt shall enfourme your Lordeshypp, to 
whom it may please the same to give credence. And 
thus the Holy Trinitie long preserve your goode 
Lordshipp in honor. From Wigmore, the v*** day of 
Maye. 

■ 

Your Lordshipps most bowndon 

ROLAMDi Co. et Lich. 

To dm ric^t honorable die Lofde ChuneweDy 
Limle Priry Seale, thus be yeTen. 



LETTEH CCLXXXIII. 

Ridhckrd Laytm to Lord CromwelL The death of the 
Earl of Norikumherkmd, 

[imo. 2 Ser* xx. 299. Ory*] 

%• ** Henry Earl of Northumberland died (says the Account of 
his Funeral in the Herald's College) at his manor of Hackney, now 
ihfi King's HofOMy betweoi two and three in the morning on the 
aodiof JiiiieUS7,29He&.ym.'' His fimefal was attended by 
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the four Orders of Friars, and by a large number of clerks and 
priests. Lord Butler was the chief mourner. Among the other 
mourners were Lord Borough, Sir Antony Wingfield, Richard Crom- 
well, Esq., and Ralph Sadler, £»q. The service was performed by 
the Bishop of St. Asaph and the Abbot of Stmtford. He died with- 
out iBsue, and his brother having been attainted in Aike's rebellion, 
the title became extfaicty hot was nfind again la die peracni of Ub 
nephew, Thomas Percy, in 1S97. 

This Bail was tlie penon who, In coi\janction with Sir Walter 
Walsh, arrested Cardinal Wolsey at Oawood. In his younger days 
he was a lover of Anne Boieyn, bat withdrew his snit in conse- 
quence of the interference of hb father, to whom Wolsey had com- 
municated information of the Klng^s partiality toward her. When 
Heniy's aflbctionfbr Anne B<deyn (ttm his Queen) began to decline, 
a supposed pre-contract between the Earl and her was made the 
pretence finr a diyoree ; but the Eari, in a Letter still remaining In 
the Cottonian CkiUection,* dated Newlngton Grsen, ISth May, i8 
Hen. VIII., denied the eiistenoe'of any contract or prondse in the 
most solemn manner. 

The manor of Hackney, or King's-hold, as it was more usually 
called, upon the Eari of Northumberland's death, was given to Lord 
Cromwell,'' and is more particularly noticed here, first, because fire« 
quent mention is made of it in two or tliree Letters, a few pages on, 
as one of Cromwell's residences in the plenitude of his power ; and 
secondly, because his possession of it has gone unnoticed by every 
topographer of Middlesex. This manor had originally belonged to 
the Priory of St. John of Jerusalem. 

Hit may please your Lordeshipe to be advertisede 
that this Saint Peters day, at iiij. of the doke at 
aSbmone I went to se the Erie of Northmnber- 
londe, beyng sent for v. days paste to have cum unto 
hjme, and supposyng to have fownde hyme syke, as 
I was wonte, 1 fuwnde liyme languens in extremis, 

' MS. Cotton. Otho C, x fol. 
"2.1 Scjjt , 27 Hen. Vlll. Rex concewit Thomie Cromwell armig. Maneriunt, 
live principaie Mcsuagiam suum jacen. et existent, in parocbia de Hakney in Com. 
MMd»,hribwiJ.ddBMTliwa»hawd«tti w l gn . id ifaiyi^^ Or<r.ff«.aEffl. 
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• 

vara'^ desirouse to have spoken to me, but hit wolde 
not be. His syght begon to faile, piofer he cowlde 
not one perfite worde, bis stomake swollen so gret as 
I never se none^ his face, brest^ stomake, and all his 
bodye as yealowe as safirone; his memorie as yet 
goode, and vnderstanding whatsoeuer ys saide imto 
Ityme, but speke he cannot. I tolde hyme for his 
cumforthe that ye sende me to se hym, and lhat ye 
wolde se he shulde lake nothyng, and that your 
Lordeshipe willede hym to be of goode comforth, and 
that ye wolde helpe to spede all his affayres with the 
King, nowe at your goyng to the Cowrte ; and I com- 
fortede hym before his servants in your Lordshipps 
name the beste I cowlde : but the trowthe is I sup- 
pos he cannot lyve zxiiij. onrrs. This iij. weks he 
hade no money but by borowyng, as his servants de- 
darede to me. He hathe made yo^ Lordeshipe and 
the Bisshope of Hereforthe his executors, and the 
King his supervisor. I rede his wiH wiche me 
semethe i»of smale treasure. 

I thowght hit to be my dewtye to advertisse yo' 
Lordeshipe of the premisses, supposyug that he 
wflbe deade before this letter cum unto your hands. 
Frome London, this Saint Peters day, at nyght, by 
yo^ Lordeshippes moste bownden to oomavnde. 

BICHARDE LAYTON, iVvsto. 
To tiie lyght honoraUe and my singnler good Lorde, 
My LoideCSniiiiwtl], Loide Piivey Seal. 
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LETTER CCLXXXIV. 

fFUUam Lawrence to the Lord Privy Seal, that he 
had sent up the Image of Our Lady of Ipnoich 
by sea. 

Pleasith your good Lordship, according to your 
cofnanndementty I have byne with my Lord Wande- 
ford' the which was very desyriouse and glade to 
liere 'of your Lordahyps good helthe. I opyned to 
hyme yo*^ mynde conoeamyng the Image of owr 
Lady. His good cownsell^ and helpe of his servants, 
was to xedy that ihee was conveyed in: to the Shipp 
that very fewe ware prevy to yt, and shaU cum upp 
so shortly as the wynd will serve. And where your 
Lordship comawnded me desyer my LordWende* 
forth to aquieate suche contrauersis as be here in 
Ipswiche^ his wisedome was suche that he hade done 
much good in the.matteie befome my comyng to his 
Lordshipp; yeat according toyourLordshipps desyere 
for the forderanoe of the same, he hathe sentt for the 
baylese and cawsears therof and gevyn theme com- 
awndement to redresse all suche onquieatoesse, aud 
to speke the sinceaze and trewe goospell withowt 
rayling or rebukyng ony singulare persons, butt to 
the encrease of yertewe and qppressmentt of syne 

• TUi WW ThonuM fint Lord Weotworth, who wm nunmoDcd toFttfiuumtM 

• Peer by virtue of a writ of Sumiiunis, Dec. 1, 1529, 20 Hen. VIII. He wm the 
•onofStf BichudWcotiraifiiofNettkitcdiiiSttiE^ Ue dkd Maidi 8, 1451. 
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and will diligently lay waight to haue it so performy de 
wheryn all this contre shall be bownd to your Lord- 
shipp. So Jesus preserve you. 

By yo' beedman and seruantj 

WILL"m« LAWRENCE. 

To the right honorable and my singular 
good Lord, my Lord Privy Seale. 



LETTER CCLXXXV. • 

Thomoi Thacker to Lard Cromwell. The arrwai of 
**the Image of Our Lady which woi <st Ipswich.^* 

[ibid* a Set* xliL 83. Orlg.'] 

My Lorde^ my moste bounden due tie doon. It 
may please your Loidshipp to be adverteased that I 
have received into your place by ffrere Augustines, 
ftotsk William Xjaurence, the Image of our Lady that 
was at Yppiswiche, which I have bestowed in your 
Wardrobe of bedds till yo"^ Lordsbipps pleasur shalbe 
fiirther therin know^ Ther is nothyng about bir 
but ij. half shoes of silver, and iiij. stones of cristall 
sett in siluer. 

Your Lordsbipps housbold is in good helth, as we 
trust your Lordsliipp is, for the contynu wherof we 
doo dayly praye ; and thus Jbu preserve your good 
Lordshipp in good helth long to endur* From your 
place in London, the xxx. day of JuHj. 

My Lorde, your servaunt Ghiwen Lancastre is this 
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ciay buryedy and djed as it is thought of the wounds 
he had of the officer. Albe it he had a fall in his 

lodgyng ou Souday that last was, at ujght. 

Yo^ most bounden servaunt, 

THOMAS TUACKER. 
Tu the right honorable iny Lonle CriuuHell, 
Lorde Pryrey Seale. 



LETTER CCLXXXVI. 

Oecrge Alyshury to the Lord Ptwy Sealy to aid kii 

suit to the King for the Manor of O/chird^e, tu 
fFarvrickshire. 

[•TAT. FAP. Cn, imO* LETTERS, t. BBM. Tin. L 86. Olig,'] 

Pleasith 70^ Lordship to be aduertised, accord- 

yng to your comaundment by yo' letter, I have sent 
herein wrytyn the names of ail suche infucions which 
I have made at this ^me of Rokis, after the descrip- 
cion of mesin * ; oyle of rosis, vynagre of rosis, rose 
water^ domaske water made chefly with rosis^ dxiede 
rosis; of all thes I was comawndyd by Doctor 
Buttes and the surgeons to have store of for the 
Kyng. Yf it lyke your Lordship I wolde have made 
other, as conserue of rosis, sirop of rosis, mell rosa- 
xum, Julop of losiSf and soche other, yf I had byn so 
comawnded. I be seke yo' Lordshipe to haue me in 
remembrawnce to the Kyngs Grace for my sute con- 
leming the manor of Qfchirche, in Warwyke shire* 

•lUcer? 
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I wolde have come to your Lordahipatthis tyme but 

the Kyng hathe comawnded me to be at Hampton 
Courte^ to do such thyngs as his Grace wuU have 
done theiie* And thus Almyghty God pieserue 
your Lordship to his plesure, and your hartes desyre. 
Amen. Erome Sowthwarke, the fourthe daye of 
August^ at z. of the docke. 

By your seruauut to his powre. 

OBOROE ALBY8BURTE* 

I recaeued yo'" Lordshipes letter at viij. of the 
docke, this present fowrth daye of August* 

To his fljrnguler good Lorde, Lorde Cromewelly * 
Larde I^revie Seale, dd. this. • 



LETTER CCLXXXYIL 

0eotge AUfibury to the Lord Frivy Seal^ to put the 
King in remembrance for eome Uoing* The ehargee 
that he had been at, 

MosTB amble besekethe youxe good Lordshype to 
haueyoure old seraaimt in remembrance to theKyngs 
Grace for sume lyuyng that I maye be able to do hys 
Grace seruys. Sir, I haue byn with hys Grrace thys 
yere 2ind this quarter, which I had neuer penny lowde 
me for mete, nor drynk, nor horse, nor bote hyre 
for bryngyn ludie thyngs as his Grace commanded 

E 5 
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where some euer he dyd ly, which hath byn a grate 
chaige to me with mj sykaes, beaekyng you to be 
good lord vnto me now, as you haue byn eaer, as it 
was neuer more nede, as knowith cure Lord who pre- 
serne yome good Lordsfaype to bis pleser^ by yowre 
servant to bis pore, esoROB altsburt. 

I wolde a wayt apon youre Lord shype as my 
dntie is, tbe tnitbe is, and yf it lyke you, I came not 
out of my chamber thys tewellie weks, and ylyke 
youre Lord sbype yf youie watar bad nott byn wbicb 
Mayst^ Brok^ stylld for the Kyng, I bad sbure dyde. 
•I had taken a surfett with bred that was not baken^ 
wbicbe kye in my stomak too dayes lyke a pece of 
lede ; as sone as euer I drank of tbe water it burst 

it and cause it to a voyde marrosly* 

To tbe ly^t hmiinaUe my loid 
pRrvy fldle take this. 



LETTER CCLXXXVIIL 

Sir Humphrey Wingfield to the Lord Privy Seal. 

Three felons, at Ipswich, found guilty, but ''prayed 
their Book,*" no Ordinary to hear them read, they 
vfere reprieved without judgment given upon the 
verdict. 

[ibid. misc. corresp. 2 Ser, xli. 7S8. Or^.] 

Bjoht honorable and myn especiall good Lorde^ I 
moste bumbly comande me unto your good Loid- 
shipp^ sygnifyinge you the same that ther wer at the 
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laste Gayle delyvery holden in the Kings Towne of 
Ypeswiche for the d^uexje of the Gayle of the 
same Towne, iij. felons araynid upon iij. severall In- 
diq^euts of seueiall felonyes, and every of them 
pleded not gyltye. Whenippon xij. men chorgid to 
trye the same^ fownde every of them gyltie. Ther- 
uppon eveiy off them prayed ther book« and for that 
the See of Norwiclie than was vacant, and none ordi- 
narye to heie them rede, the Justices of the Pease 
that wear at the said Sesaioiia re^ed the said felons 
withowt eny Jugement upon the said verdit by them 
gyven^ because the kepynge of theoa wer sumwhat 
daungerous. Whiche prisoners I assure your Lordp 
shipp wer as streytlye and suerly kepte as myght be 
conyeniently devysyd^ savynge ther lyeSa, as one off 
the bayllyes of the sayde Towne, this berer, shall 
more specially advertyse your good Lordshipp. To 
whom yt maye lyke your T/ordshipp to gyre credence 
aswell conceminge the said sure kepenge as the 
fSassion of ther escape, not dowtynge but that he will 
playnly and trewly declare to your Lordshipp the 
very trothe of the same in ail cyrcumstances. To 
whom I humbly beseche your good Lordshippe to be 
good Lord unto, and to shewe to bym and to hys 
felowe your lawfull favor aud ease in the same, so 
that the Kings Grace, by, jour good Lordshippes 
meanes, may graciously pytie this mater, and the 
said baylyes and all the hole Towne shall dayly praye 
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to God for your honorable Estate longe to enduie* 
Wretin at Ypiswiche, the viij. daje of Auguste* 

By y' most bounden, 

HUMFREY WYNGFELD, K% 

To the right honorable and my especiaU 
frood Lorde, Lorde Cromewell^ and 
Lorde Prevye Sealle. 



LETTER CCLXXXIX. 

Thomas Thacker to Cromwell; respecting his Mouse- 
holdtf and his BuUdings which were ^wng on. 

[ibid. 2 jSer. xlii. 85. Orxg^ 

%* Thomas Thacker was Cromweirs steward. He was after- 
wards, upon CromweH's death, taken into the service q£ Hairy VIII. 
More will be said relating to him presentlj. 

Right honorable Sir, my duetie humbly doon, yt 
may please yo' Maistershipp tobe aduertessed that 
this Wedynsday, the xj^ day of this present moneth 
of Aiigast, I have receiued yo^ Maistership is lettre 
dated at Barkeley Herons the ix"" day of the said 
monethi and according to your comaondementy I haue 
sonde to you the Acte in a box. Tour Housholds 
at the Rolls, Au^ajHtyne £reres, and Hakeiiey, be ail 
in good heltbi God so conlynue yt. And also at 
Stepneth all in ^ood helth, and the stere there from 
yo' lodging down to the galary fynyshed with a wyn- 
dowe ihm, the Jaques was yery well doon. Your 
buyldyngs at Hakeney go the ^forwards apase, the 
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kychyn, the breke worke thereof, with the chymnes 
£^nyshed to the rooff, the iof£ sett upp and tjlers 
upon 3rt. The enLugyng of your buttry there and 
scolary, and well brought upp aboue the ground ray 
hyght» and the roofs therof in &amyng with aU 
spedc, and all other your lodgyngs trymed with 
wyndowes glasse and hangyngs there so as I thyug 
your Maistership wyll lyke yt weU, as a goodly plaoe 
in myn opynyon. The pay there on Saturday ]ast 
made to Ixziiij. workmen and laborers, with the 
empcions and necessaries was xliiij^. xiiij*. vj^. At 
your place at Frere Augustynes, the wall of the 
kychyn towards the strete, with the wyndowes of 
ffiree stone, and also the walls of the same kychyn, 
scolary, buttry, pantry, and other kouses of office 
derely ffynysshed, and the carpenters in reysing of 
the rooffs of the buttry and pantry and over the 
kyehen, and your hall also %nysh all the breke work 
excepte the wyndowes of the syde of the hall towards 
the Court, which taryes for the mason work, and that 
is in hande as ffast as they can. Yo^ owne lodgyng 
with all the chambers and galary above %nyshed 
and plastered, wantyng nothyng but glasyng, and 
youre stere also plastered. The pay there on Satur- 
day last past was made to xlyj. workmen and laborers 
with the empcions and necessaries was zx^. xiiij\ vij^. 
as by the perticulers therof yt dothe appere. On 
Sonday last past I went to Ewhurst, and there vewed 
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yoig: goodly ffxames; the dobie filores of your hall 
and 8oler under jt be %nyshed| and also the twoo 
sydes of your liall^and parte of the same caryed item 
the &ame to the watersyde, and more dayly shall 
come by the grace of Qod* Thej have much busy- 
nes to gett caryage by cause of haye tyme and har- 
Test ; but the parson of Ewhurst which ia good and 
diligent in your busynes there, saith we ahall have 
carts this next weke. Your frame is the goodlyest 
and myghtiest that I in my lyf have seen: but your* 
focmdacions therof, with Gk)ddi8 grace, ia substaneiall 
and myglity ynough to here yt. And nowe they be 
in hand with the roof of your said hall, they haye 
received vjC. loode of tymber of Dandy, and he hath 
had of your Maiatership paid by Webster and Chris- 
topher Roper, jCti, Dandy when I was there was in 
pereli of dethe, and I suppose ded by this tyme. The 
pay there on Monday last to Carpenters and Sawyers 
for xiiij. dayes ended the xxiiij. day of July last past, 
that is to saye, to Ixvij. persones, was xxv*i. 3j^.,and 
on Saturday, that shalbe the 33^. day of this present 
moneth of August shalbe pay day ayen for a monethe, 
your Maistership so pleased. Sir, Maister Styward 
intendithe to begynne houshold at Hskeney ayenst 
yo*^ comynghomeassone as the housse is redye, oonles 
he haue contrary comaundement from your Maister^ 
sbipp. I truste by the ende of the next weke yt 
wyibe in good waye. M*** Williamson and Bichard 
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Lee doo as moche there in with all diligence as may 
be. All your ffolks at Canbyiy be also in good 
helthe, thankyd be God. I beseche your Maister- 
sh^p to pardon me of this my royde wrytyng. Wiy- 
ten in hast, at M'« Gostwyk place in London, the 
said xj*** of August, and Jhu. preserve your Mrshipp. 
By yo' humble and ffidthf uU servannt, 

THOMAS THACKER. 

S^ Thomas Grene tellith me that Dandy is full 
paid for his t3rmbre after the rate iij*. iiij*^. the lode. 

To his right honorable M"", Maister 
Thomas Crumwell Squyer, Prin- 
cipal! Secretory to Souereine 
Loid tito Kyng. 



LETTER CCXC. 

I%oma8 Thacher to Lord Cromwell, I%e Bishop of 

Hereford sends a Present of Bay-SalU Thacker 
petitions for the form of the suppressed Priory of 
Bredsalle Park; and afterwards for a CeU or Farm 
belonging to Mepton Priory in Derbyshire* 

[iBii>. 2 Ser. xliL 98. Orig,"] 

%* Thacker in tiiis Liitter asks for a farm belonging to Repton 
Priory ; but the Visitors in 15$8 placed the Priory itself in his 
hands to hold for the King, and in 1540 he became its purchaser. 
The Measn* Lysons, in tlieir Aeooont of Deibjihire, say he also 
paivhaaedmoBtof tliefiifBitiifeaiiditoekattiie They 
add that fhe ianiiture of the hi^ altar, and of St John's, St. Hio- 
mtafBf Our Lady's, Oar Ladj of Pity's CSiapels, wifli IniaKeSy &c. 
sold for fifty shiUings : the giafe-stoaes were not then aold, nor the 
bnildings. It nppeain that there wai a Shrine of St Gnthlac at 
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this Priory, to which was a preat resort of pilgrims, and his bell 
was applied to the head by superstitious persoiui for the cure of the 
head-ach." 

Fuller, in his Church History, on the authority of his kinsman 
Samuel Koper of Lincoln's Inn, says that one Thacker, being pos- 
sessed of Repingdon Abbey in Derbyshire, " alarmed with the news 
that Queen Mary had set up ttit Abbeys again, (and fearing how 
large a reach such a precedent might have,) upon a Sunday (belike 
the better day the better deed) called together the carpenters and 
masons of that county, and plucked down in one day (choreh vmtk 
it n cripple in going up, bvt rides post in coming down) a moit 
beanttM Ghmch liebnging thcreonto, saying he would destroy the 
nest, for fear the birds should build therein again." 

Sir Henry Spdman, in liis History of Saerilegey nolioes Mr. God- 
frey Tliacker of Beptngdon, as an instaaee of a person possessing 
draroh titlies and lands, and making a very insnliident allowanoe 
to the minister of ids chnich, and ranarks liis liaving been rednced 
in his cireomstanoeo without any assignable canse. 

Gflbert Thacker, the last of this ftmily, died ui 171S, kaYing one 
only danghter, who bequeathed the Pilory estate to Sir Robert 
Bnrdett, Bart., grand&ther of the late Sir Francis Burdett The 
name of Thacker, however, in hamUe lifi^ still oontinnes at Rej/tatL 
and in its neighbourhood. 

The ranains of the Priory have since been converted into the 
school-room and offices belonging to Repton School ; and the man- 
sion, which was the seat of the Thackeis, is now rented as a resi- 
dence for the he ad -master. 

WoUay, in his Derbyshire Collections, (MS. Addit. Brit. Mus. 
1667, p. 058,) speaks of the respectability of Thacker's family at an 
early period. He says " this Mr. Thacker's family had their resi- 
dence (before the Dissolution of Monasteries) at a House within 
the Liberty of Highedge, in the parish of Duffield in Derbyshire, 
formerly called Toadmire Hall, but now generally Thacker Hall, or 
Thacker House." 

Please yt your good Lordshipp to be aduertifised 
my Lorde, the Busshopp of Herfford bath gyren to 

* Lywrnt, Derb. p. 235, from the Porticulan of Sale annexed to a Copy of the 
BeghterofTtttbmy Ahhiy, then fai tte ppmiiiiia Joseph Biafc» Bart 
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your Lordshipp vj. weigh of Baye Salt which I have 
recej^ved and bestowed in your seller at Frere Augus- 
l^ea. All your houaholds and servaunts here be in 
good helth, as we trust that your Lordshipp is, I 
pray God to contynew. Yo*^ Lordshipp shall receiue 
herwith a lettoe from the Lord Deputie of Ireland. 
Your buyld3mgs goo well fibrwards, and your work- 
men shall nor doo lack noo callyng on them to 
ffynysh and make an ende with asmoch spede as eon* 
veniently may be* 

Pleaae it your Lordshipp^ where of late I was so 
bolde to move yo"" said Lordshipp to lielpe me to 
haue in ferme of our Soueraine Lorde the Kyng the 
suppressed Priory of Braydsall Park in the Countie 
of Darby, beyng of the yerely value of x^i. xvii'. x**., 
which M'* Chauncellor of the Augmcntaoon dyd 
graunt vnto me, and put my name in his booke upon 
the same: albeit the sertificate of that cuntry not 
beyng as yet come upp, oon Robert Wodd of Wal^ 
ham Holy Crosse hath gotyn his name into the 
Kyngs booke, and therfor ChaunceUor badde me 
spye some other thyng ; and I shewed hym of a sell 
or fferme belongyng to the Priory of Repyngton 
commenly called Repton, in the Countie of Derby, 
suppressed, which M'. Chauncellor so founde in liis 
booke, and put my name, upon y t, and hath promised 
me the same ; but nowe, within these ij. days, my bro- 
thers haue certified me from Darby, that the Prior of 
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Bepton nowe of late hath made a lees therof to Panon 
Leveson, for a kynflman of his, upon certeyn promiaes 
by the said Parson to the said Prior ; the said lees 
sealed not half yeie agoo^ berin date iij. or iiij. yerea 
past, as the neyghbours there do reporte, insomoche 
as the said Priori hauyng knowledge-of the comyng 
diedur of the Sunreyars, hath caused the supposed 
fermer to bryng in parte of his stuff into the said 
fierme, so to mesntene his said m^ast lees, and put 
me from it, oonles your good Lordshipp is helpe 
theiin. Wheifor I am nowe thus bold to besech your 
Lordshipp if any labor be or shalbe made to yonr 
Lordshipp for the same by the said Leveson or any 
other, to haue me in yomr Lordshipp is vemembnmoey 
and of your goodnes to helpe me to have the same In 
fferme, by the Xyngs giaunt for conuenient yens, 
oceUs to directe your lettre unto M'. Chauncellor 
for the same. The name of the same Sell or Ferme 
is commenly called Calk, but in the books certified 
befor diis t3rme in th'exchequer it is entred in tins 
wise 

Aston Chelardston, \ valent in He** et firm it^m per 
Calk, and Donastfaorpp ) Annum v^. x*. iiij**. 
but I suppose the Surveyors will nowe fynde it of 
more yerely value. 

My Lorde, I beseche yo"^ Lordshipp to pardon me 
of my bold wiytyng, which I doo by cause it is noted 
in the cuntrey that I shall haue the said fkm by 
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favor and helpe of jo' Loxdshipp ; as troe it is if I have 

yt, by whom I am revyved and brought in estima- 
cion there and els where : I pray God that I may 
deserve with my 'true aud delegent service* God 
knowithe my poore mynd. And so Jhu preserue 
your good Lordshipp in helth with long lyf» Wry tyn 
at the Bollsi the xv^ day of August. 

By yo' humble servaunt^ 

THOMAS THACKER. 

To my rl|^ lionorable Lord, the Lord 
GmmweDy Loid Pryvey SealAi 



LETTER CCXCL 

Thomas Thacker to Lord Cromwell, Again details 
the Works and R^airs goivig on at CromwelVs 
Houses. 

[ibid. 2 iSStr. zlii. 91, Or^.] 

In a Letter from Cromwell to Wolaey, in the preceding Vo- 
lume, his exhortation to the Cardinal, after his fall, to cease from 
building is remarkable. But a few years after, we find Cromwell 
indulging this taste for building himself. In London, a house near 
the Augustine Friars, on the site of what is now Drapers' Hall, was 
his early residence. The Rolls was his ofiicial house for years. 
He had a house at Hackney, another at Stepney, Canonbury House 
at Islington was a third, aiid Mortlake a fourth, in the vicinity of 
London. Ewhurst in Surrey, on the border of Sussex, was anotlier 
of his residences : and works and repairs, as will be seen in this 
and a preceding Letter, were going on in most of them at the same 
time. 

Stepney he had upon lease, according to Lysons, as early as ISM* 
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The grant of Hackney has been already mentioned in p. 76. Ca* 
nonbury he appears first to have rented of the Prior of St. Bartho- 
lomew in Smithfield ; but the fee of it was granted to him wpon the 
suppreBsion of that House in 1539. The lands at Mortlake he ob- 
tained in exchange from the King by an Act of Parliament, 28 Hen. 
VIII. c. 50, A.D. 1536. 

So many Letters and Papers are dated from Stepney, that that 
was probably his most favourite residence in the neighbourhood of 
London. 

The Editor has met witli but one Letter of Cromwell's dated from 
Canonbury ; addressed " to Sir Roger Reynolds priest, Master of 
the Hospitall of Saynt Johns in Huntingdon, Robert Wolf baylif 
there, and John Kytche, and to every of them be this yoven.'' 

I commend me unto yoQ. And llMie ihafl be to advtetise foa 
tibat tiw King's pletsm h that ye ymmediately upon tlie ligkt of 
these my Lettres shall repayre hidier to answer unto suche things as 
then shall be layd and ot^ected to yon oo the King our said Sove- 
reigne lords behalf. Fayle ye not thus to do as ye will avoyde far- 
ther perill and inconvenience. So fibre ye welL From my House 
at Ganbery the yj* day of September. 

Thomas Crumwsll,*' 



My Lord, most humbly thanckyng your Lordshipp 

for yo' lettre directed to the Surveyors of the sup- 
pressed Monasterys in the Countie of Darby in 
favor of my brethem, moche to my comfort and 
theyres. Please yt yo' Lordshipp, the paye made on 
Seturday^ the ziz^ daye of this present moneth of 
August, at your place by Frere Augustynes was 
xxxix^. ij^ v"*. ob.^ that ia to wytt to irj. brekelayers, 
Ivj. carpenters, xij. sawers, v. plasterers, and xiz. 
laborers, xxviij**. xix*. j*^., and for emptions of lyme, 
sande, heyre^ and other necessaries, with cariage vij^. 
xix*. iiij**. ob«, and for cariage of tymbre from Prian 
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wodd to your said place xliiij*. iiij**. I paid more 
the same day to the smyth for locks and iron work 
received and rekened by M'. Wiiliamaon for Mourt* 
lake xiij^i., aiid to the glasier for glasse workmansliipp 
ther delyuered and doony and the rekenyng therof 
brought also by M'* Williamson other xiiij^* So 
that the payment at Frere Augustines, with this 
' zxvi^. at Mortlak^ amounteth to Ixv^i^ ij% yj<^, ob. 
Your work gothe well forward. Ye must have 
eight fPodre of lead for wyndowes^ gutters^ dubbyng 
and suche other. I will loke for yt this weke, for 
now it wilbe best chepe for this yere, and we must 
oceupie yt out of band, and so to coYer the- greate 
chambre. Hie chynmey tberof they are appo jnted 
to begynne on Monday next. By the next paye I 
trust in God we ahalbe in good f orwardnes. 

My Lord, I shall have nede of more money, which 
I am as loth to call fore as any man may bee, yo' 
bus3me8 not letted. I have not left above xl^. which 
must goo for leade, and then dyuers other thyngs we 
must prouide for the dispache of your said works* 
Nowe is the tyme to applye the same, which nowe 
will dekay euery daye more and more* Your work- 
men doo nor shall lack no callyng on* There must 
be doores of weynscot, as your own chambre, and 
other aboute and nere to the same, and at the stere 
bed of the hall, wbiche we intende to sett ffor- 
ward* 
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Your works at Mourtlake goo well forward. M^ 
WiUiams wold baue yj. mounts of plaster, which wiU 
cost yj*. the mount ; and he desbefih more to haue the 
glasse and seljng of the old galarj, which we woU 
not deljner ^to hjm oonles your pleasure knowen 
therin. 

I sende to your Lordi^pp herwith a lettre 
come from M'. Chauncellor of Aninnentacion. an 
other lettre that was brought to your place by 
th'Augustyne freres, from whom I knowe not: also 
a quyrer wiHi adosen arrowes for your Lordshipp is 
crosbowe. Other newes I here of non, but that I 
am sure your Lordshipp hathe more certeyn tlnn I 
can wryte you: and so Jhu preserve your good 
Lordshipp in good helth with long ly£» Wxyten at 
your Place in the Bolls, at London, the xz^ day of 
August. 

By your humble servannt 

THOMAS THACKER. 

To the right hononble loid^ the horde 
GnumreU, I^nde of the Pryre Seale. 
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LETTER CCXCIL 

Robert SoiUkwell to the Lord Privy Seal, signifying 

the attainder of two Priests for denying the King*s 
Supremacy. 

[cotton. MS. CLEOP. £. VI. fol. 255. OrtgJ] 

Plbasithb it your good Lordship to ynderstand 
of Wyllyam Dikeuson clerk and prestyd at Rome, 
with Wylljam Pettye, suine tyme a finer minor in 
Jercseye, wer yest'daye attaynted of high treason 
Tppon theyr severall denyyng the Kyngs Suppre*- 
micye, wheryn they stonk as errogantly as any tray- 
tors that I have mouche sene in my lyff, and more 
wold haue done iff they might have been permitted 
therto. Suerly Sir, they wer and be yett too weeds 
not meate to growe in our garden, nor none of ther 
seade tiiat they have sowen» wherof we can as yet no 
thyng leme by ther conffessyon. Dickyngson was 
aprehendyd by the see syde in Sussex in jomey to- 
wards Rome, iff he hedd not ben stayed. Pettye is 
as suttelye wittyd as he is engenious, and hathe as 
plesant an instrument ffor the vtterance of his can- 
cred hart as I have herd. 

Sir, this day we procede to the araynment of 
felons, wherof ther is good store and very personable 
men. It shalbe a charitable deade to delyver a great 
part of them agayn this holy tyme accordyng to ther 
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merits. I humbly beseche your Lordships that I 
may be advertisyd not only of the Kyngs pleasure 
concernyng the tyme of th'executyon of theme too 
traytors that be attayntyd, but also of your pleasure 
ffor the adjomement of the Court tyll Mondaye^ at 
wiche tyme the men of the Countye that hathe ahredye 
aperyd wylbe very lothe to apere so shortly agayne 
ffor lett of ther own besynes, and ther £Ebr wither we 
shall this daie dissolve, or adjorne tyll Mundaye, I 
humbly beseche your Lordschip that I may know 
your pleasuTf wichei God thankyng, I will accom- 
plishe. 

Lordship's humbly to comand, 

ROBERT SOWTHWELL. 



LETTEU CCXCIII. 

Mobert, Bishop of St, Jsaph, to Lord Cromwell, to 
cbtain Mm a licence to be absent from the next 
Parliament f and another licence to make Wrexlum 

the Cathedral of his See. 

[STAT. PAP. OPP. MIBO. LSnBBS, t REN. VHt. i. 140. Ortf .] 

%* Robert Warton was elected Bishop of St. Asaph June 8th, 
and consecrated July 2nd, 1536. He was translated to Hereford 
in 1554 : and died Sept. 22, 1557. This Letter appears to have 
been written soon after he had taken possession of St. Asaph. That 
Catliedral had undergone sad changes. It had been burnt by the 
Kuglish in 1282, in their wars with the A\ elsh ; after which an in- 
efiectual attempt was made to fix the See at Khuddlan. In 1284, 
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hofweyWy tii« OftQiedTal -was ^nilt; and flie strnctare fhen erected 
may be considered as the present edifice^ tbe walls haTing remained, 
althon^^ tiie church was again burnt bj Owen Qlyndowr in 14(tt. 
For near eighty years it lay in ruins^ but was finally restored bj 
Bishop Redman, who repaired the walls and gave the church a new 
roof. Bishop Warton was nevertheless desirous to remove the seat 
at his See to Wrexham, the church of which place was, and still is 
considered, not only as the glory of the place^ but of North Wales. 

Right honorable and singler good Lorde, after 
my duetie remembred vnto j(f Lordeship, with 
humble recomendacioii, pleasithe it the same to be 
aduertised that^ God willing and^yow^ I am deter- 
myned to ride in the lattef ende of this somer vnto 
my Diocess. And forsomuche as the wynter shall 
approche, and the wais growe depe and tedious, 
theise shall be therfore moste hartely to beseche yo*" 
Lordeship to be so muche my good Lprde to gett me 
licence of the Kyngs Highnes to be absent from the 
Parliament at the next session, or ells my tarieng 
there shall be very shorte, and tny retome muche 
paynfull. And if it may please your good Lorde- 
ship to haue also in yo'' rememberance to optayne 
my lycence for to remove my See or Cathedrall 
Church to Wrexham, the boke wherof I lefte with 
Master Ridiard Pollarde to deliuer vnto yo' Lorde- 
ship ymmediatlie after dissolucion of the last session 
of Parliament, yo' Lordeshipp shall bynde me as yow 
haue afaredie done to owe yow my faithftill and hartie 
service duryng my life, wherof your Lordeship shall 
be assured. 
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Mj Lorde, jm all mj canseSi I haye non other 
refuge but yow, wheifor I miMt humbly beseche 
yow, as occasions shall growe, I may be bolde to 
crave yo' aide whiehe of yo^ goodnea yow haue 
comanded me to doo. And I shall remayne as one 
that shall be assured yo^ Lordeships duiyng my life, 
as God knowithy who preserue yow with daOie ep- 
crease oi' honour. Yow' Lordshyps bedman, 

KOBBET A8APHBB. 

To the rig^ iMMMcaUe sad Ui sfaigukr 
good Lofde, my Loide Prtvfe Seale, 
betfiisdattiiacd. 



LETTER CCXCIV* 

John, Biihcfp of Machetter, to the Lord Privy Seal, 
sending to km the Prior of the BlaekfHars of Cam' 

bridge, who desires to suppress an Image of Our Lady 
there. 

[IBTO. 8 &r. zziT. 118. Orig,} 

Gratia tecum. 
My most synglar good Lord, these be to advertyse 
your Lordshyppe that thys honest man bryngar off 
this byll, the which is Prior off Cambryge yn the £lack 
Freersy a man off good leroyngey and a prechare off 
Gods trewe gospeU, cam unto me to desyre my 
lettres to your Lordshyppe to hyre hys humble pety- 
cion, the which ys thjrs. Ther bathe off longe tyme 
byn an Ymage off ower Lady yn the sayd hows off 
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EreerSi the which hath had myche pylgrymage unto 
her, and specyally att Storbruge fa3rre, and for as 
myche as that tym drawythe nere, and alsoe that the 
sayd Prior cannott well here syche ydolatrye as 
hathe Lyn vsyd to the same, hys humble request 3rs 
that he may have comawndment by your Lordshyppe 
to take away the same ^mage from the peoples syght. 
And now my shute and hys ys also, that hytt may 
please your Lordshyppe to take the sayd Hows unto 
the Kyngs hands to put hytt vnto syche vse as hys 
Grace shall thynke best^ for nother that ydoU, nother 
thatt relygyon, evyn leek as other relygyon fayned, 
lekythe me, or thys your power man.. Hytt may 
therfore please your Lordshyppe to aoceptt hys 
hartty shute heryn, and bothe he and I shalbe your 
two gode contynuall Oratouxs* Wretyn yn London, 
the xzx** day off August 

Py your Lordshypps oratour 

J. ROFFBN. 

Yff yo^ Lordshyppe wyll trust me to be comrays- 
sionare for the sayd purpose, I wold fayne declare 
myselfe that I am nott a meynteyner off supersty- 
cyous relygion, as some (vntrewe men) beryth me yn 
hande. 

To hys synglar and veray good Lord 
PriTje Seale, thys be yevyiu 



r S 
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LETTER CCXCV. 

ThwaoiThaeher to Lord Cromwell. The arrival of 
the Images of St. Anne of Buxton, and St. Mod* 

wenne of Burton-wpon-Treyit, A rich Vessel be- 
longing to the London Merehanie taken by Firatee 
upon the Sea of Norway, 

CinD.SAr.xlii. 80. Orig.] 

My Lorde, my moste bounden duetie doon, yt 

may playse yo"^ said Lordshipp to be advertessed that 
oon Basset, sermint to my Lorde of Cantuibuiy, 
hathe by yo' Lordshipp is comaundement, as he saith, 
brought to your place by Frere Augustynesi in Lon- 
don, the Image of Seint Anne of Bukston ; and also 
the Image of Seint Moodwyn of Burton upon Trent,* 
with hir red kowe and hir staff, which wymen labor- 
yiig of child in those parties were very desirous to 
have with them to leane upon, and to walk with yt, 
and had greate confidence in the same staff; which t^oo 

* The Abbqr Church of Burton-upon-Trent was dedicated to the blessed Virgia 
Wuf MUl St. Modwik. This St Hodwen, or Modwenna, was an Irish Sdlat «f 
the ninth century, who, when her nuiBMlvj in that country was destrofsd, CHM 
to England, and, after having built two other religious houses, lived as an an- 
chorite for several years in an island of the Trent called Andredesey, where she 
VM baited. Her rdiqaes were afterwards enshrined in thb Abbey, whidi Ldutd 
•ays was on her aceeunt sometimes called Modwenne-stow. Thomas Feyld, Abbot 
of Burton from M7S to 149S, lebttiU ber diapd in Andredesqr* Camden givw bar 
epitaph : — 

** Ortum Modweutt* dat Hibemia, Scotia finen» 

Anglia dat tumulum, dat Deus A»tra poli. 
Frima dedit vitam, sed mortem terra secunda, 

Et teiTam terrse tertia terra dedit* 
Avfert Laiifortin quam terra ConnaUea prafart» 

Fefis Burtoninm vixginia oma tOMt." 
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Imagis I have bestowed by our Lady jxf 'Ippiswicb. 

There cam nothyng with theym but the bare "Imagis. 

Oon Mody is shipp« my Lordj which was charged ^ 
with marchants goodes of London from the Mart/is ^ 
takyn by pyrats upon the See of Norway, as it is said ^ ; 
here, to the greate losae of dyuene marchant men of 
London^ as Sir Rauf Waryn, good M^ Lock, Rawland 
Hyll, and other, to the some, as is here reported, of 
X* M^. and above. I pray GK>d sende theym good 
recovery therof. And thus Jfiu preserve yo"^ Lord- 
ahipp in prosperous helth long to endure. From 
your Lbidahipp is place in London, the ffirst of Sep- 
tembr. By your most bound serraunt, 

THOMAS THACKBR. 

To the right honorable my Lorde, 
my Bfaister* 

LETTER CCXCVL 

Sir John Gresham to the Lord, Privy Seal, that one 
John Davy, a Welsh prophesier, has been brought 

« 

to kUHf who desires to speak with the King. 

[STAT. FAP. OFF. MISQ.. LETTEBS, XV. 14. Of*^.] 

%* The condesoensioii wUc^'oidiiiarily marked the manners of 
Henry the Eighth is frequently notiM in the History and Letters 
of his time. It induced many, liUb' ihis prophesier, to leeli an in- 
terview, wliich did not always secoi^ the King*8 fitTonr. There is 
n passage in a T^t of the time of the Commonwealth,' which .tells 
Hiat Henry was liimself alive to the belief of this. It says, and 

* Hie Nonemeli ChailM, ilmo. Lond. l6il. 
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wfio can deny J but- that those are the happiest men who ( as King 
Heni^ thn Eighth said^ do not know a King, and whom the King 

k^oVfeth Rot." 

•/il^i^ismus, in a letter to his friendjodocns Jonas, pTcs an interert- 
tji^ account of an interview which Dean Colet had with Henry in 
• % • ' the early part of his reign, in the garden of the Franciscan Convent 
I * adjoining to the palace at Greenwich. Colet died in 1519. It 
* iniaheai Ubft nditnm ett in Begiami rex dimiMiinis Coletam, 

jMCTrfi fmUkU, H etmfkxm Hm i nm MommMhw, onmiaqae 
poOidtas qnm tint ab amantimimo Rege expeetandfty dkMt,'* 

Roper, in the Life of his feOflHB-lMr Sir ThooMs BIcm, Arswa 
■BoCiier picture of Hflory^t feaulieritj. ^ Such entire ikvour," says 
Roper, ^ did tiie King beer him, tiiat 1m made him Chancellor of ^ 
Daehy of famiaitii/*— ^aad fer the plea f ie he took ia his com- 
pany would his Giace suddenly s om rtiinw come hoane to his honae 
at Chelsea to be mcnry with him, whitlier, on a time nnlooked for, 
he came to diner, and after ifiqner, in a fidr garden of Ids, walked 
with him by the space of an hour, holding his arm about his neck. 
As soon as bis Grace was gone, I,r^oicittg tliereat, said to SirTho* 
mas More, how happy he was whom the King had so feauUnriy 
entertained, as I never had seen Mm do to any befeie, except Car- 
dinal Wolsey, whom I saw hi.s (irace walk once wIlL arm in arm. 
* I thank our Lord, son, ^|ijoth he,) I find bis Grace my Tcry good 
Lord indeed, and I believe he doth as singularly favour me as any 
subject witliin this realm ; howbeit, son Roper, I may tell thee, I 
have no cause to be prf)ud thereof ; for if my head would win him a 
castle in France (for then there was war between us) it should not 
fail to go.' 

Anecdotes of coarser faniiliHrity between Henr} and his courtiers 
may be found in Puttenhani's Art of English Poesie, who also says, 
" I have heard that King Henry the Eighth, her Majesty's father, 
though otherwise the most (gentle and affable Prince in the world, 
could not abide to have any man stare in his face ; or to hx his eye 
too i>teadjl> upuu luiu wlien he talked with them."* 

Henry Iiad stooped to listen to the ramblings of Elizabeth Bartuu, 
and tiie Welsh i»ophesier supplicated, even should death follow, to 
be admitted to the same privilege. 

» Ertumii Epiiit. fot. Lugd. Bat. I706. col. 451 — 162. 

• Roper s Life of Sir Thumu More, Singer's edit. gvo. Chiaw. 1833, pp. 31, a. 
4 PatteahMrt Art af Bag, Poerie, dBt, Ifwlt weuil, p. U7» 
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^ Please yt your good Ix>xdeship to understond 
that ther was brought unto me one John Dauy, a 
Welcheman, whiche takythe apon hym to be a pro- 
phessyer and makythe grete deasyer to speake with 
the Kyngs Majesty^ and saithe ijiat he will neuer 
open the truithe ualyll he speake wythe his Grace : 
and if he ttiight com to his Grace he will shew soehe 
things as be nowe shortelly commyng, wliiche be 
▼ery nedefull and necessary for his Gbrace to knowe. 
And also the said John Dauy saithe that when he 
hath opynyd soche things to the Kings Grace as he 
hathe in his stbmmacke to shew, he is contentyd to 
be commawndyd to what prysson his Grace shall 
apoynte hym unto, and ther to remayne. And yf so 
be his saings chaunsse not to be trew, he is contentyd 
to suffer dethe. My thyncke yt ys butt a weryshe 
lesson to haye any soche lemyng of pxophessye, 
nederthelesse he is marveloasse dessyerons to speake 
with the Kings Grace. Wherfore I sende the sayde 
John Dauy unto your Jjordeship, and here in to do yo^ 
pleasure. From London, the iiij*** daie of Septenibr, 
wyth the hande of all yo*** 

At your Lordeships commaundement 

S^ JOHN GRESHAM, ii. 

To the right honorable and liis singuler 
good Lordoy my Lorde Prevy Seale. 
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LETTER CCXCVIl. 

Richard Cromwell to his Unckp the Lord Privy Seal, 

upon his taking potnttion of the effects of Mr, 

Thomas Bedyll. 

[ibid. misc. corresp. vii. 183. Orig.'] 

%• An account of Thomas Bedyll will be found in Wood's Athe- 
nae Oxonienses, ed. Bliss, vol. ii. col. 25, and in Newcoiirt's Reper- 
torium, vol. i. p. 62, in l>oth of which works his various preferments 
are enunu'rated. Amongst the latest was the Archdeaconry of Lon- 
don, which he resigned in ir)34, on being collated to the Rectory of 
Rocking in Essex, by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Wood says 
that in 1533 he was one of the Clerks of the King's Council: and 
soon after appointed to be one of the Commissioners for visiting 
Religious Houses in order to their dissolution. This last appoint- 
ment probably made Lord Cromwell anxious to get possession of his 
papers and effects. As Clerks of the Council, he and Richard Lay- 
ton examined and swore Bishop Fisher, when prisoner in the Tower, 
til wrho iaeerdotii. Many of Bedyll's letters are preserved in a 
large maas of Cromwell's Correspoodeiicey now in the Stale Pftper 
Office ; and a few are preserved in the Gottooian Collection* at tlie 
British Museum. One Letter in the CoCtonian MS. Cleop. £. yL (bl. 
m, is dated fnm his house in Aldersgale Street On Oct lOtfa, 
1584, he wrote ftom Bogden to Cromwell, then the King's Secret- 
ary, to annovnoe that the servants of the Princess I^owager persisted 
in calling her Qneen, and that she refused to leave Bugden. Bedyll, 
as appears from the Register of the See of London, died early ht 
September 15S7, a day or two belbre the date of this Letter. 

John Baynes here spoken o^ was a vrell-known booksdlcr and 
bookbinder of his day, who dwelt in St Paul's Churchyard. Some 
books were printed by him, and others for him ; but tiiere are many 
more which have his marks and devices on their covers. Herbert 
found nothing printed either by or for him, after 1544. Tiie Sta* 
tioner's Company had a portrait of Raynes, which is supposed to 
have been lost in the fire of London. 

Pl£AS£ yt yoiu: Lordshipp my due tie doon, this 
shalbe to aduertes the same that befoie my comjoig 

to Bedyll is liousse in Aldersgate strete London 
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his woman had sent thjder twoo of his servaunts 
named John Pjre and John Wager, which have lan- 

saked and couvayed this ujght^ so as nothing but 
hedjngy hooks, and sudi other there is remaynyng ; 
albert by communication withe Nycholas Hewet, his 
servaunt, kepyng bis housse in London^ I perce3rued 
that Bedell by his lyfe tyme was conyersant with 
John Raynes, bookseller, and with John Laylaiul, and 
oon Eeld, and therupon Icame to the said John Raynes, 
and declaryng to hym that my comyng to hym was 
to see suche money, plate, and joyells as M'« Bedyll 
had lefte in his cnstodie, he ffurthwith confessed that 
he had a gardy vyance'' of his and brought oute the same 
to me, wherein is such plate and gold as your Lord- 
shipp, by a bill of the perticulers herin closed, may 
perceyve ; which gardyyyance,* with the said plate and 
gold, I have delyuered to the custody of my cosyn 
Williamson in your place by Frere Augustynes ; and 
for all other thyngs remaynyng in the said hofisse, I 
have left fajler Thacker and John Millesent to see 
and make an inventory therof, and the same to cer- 
tifie unto your Lordshipp. And thus JiKu preserue 
yo' Lordshipp in good helth, long to endure. At 
London, the v*** day of Sept. 

Yo"^ most bounden nephew, 

RICH* CRUMWELL. 
To my very good Vnete, the Lorde Pryrey Seale. 

* A cupboard or ambry, a portable receptacle. 

F 5 
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LETTER CCXCVIII. 

Thomas Thacker to Cromwell ; reports the progress 
of the buildings Mi Haekney and the Friare Augue^ 
tines. Acknowledges the receipt of certain Jewells 
and of a relic of gold and crystal with our Lady's 
milk in iL 

[ibid. Mise. ooEuap. % Ssr, jclii. 79. OHf .] 

Right honorable Sir, my duetie doon, yt may 
please your Mautenhipp to he aduerteased that all 
your houdbold, thanked be God^ be in good helth, as 
we trust that your Maistershipp with all your ffamilie 
be. God ccmtyiiue the same. Your buyldynga goo 
goodly ffurth though they be chargeable, as I lately 
wrote unto your Mastershipp. I trust for your 
place at Hakeney, by the next pay, which shalbe 
Saturday the xj^ day of this moneth of Septembr, 
shalbe at a good poynt. Sir, the paye at Hakeney, 
the iiij* day of this moneth made to Ixviij. persones, 
with the emptions and necessaxiesy was Iviij^., and at 
Erere Augustynes to xHij. persones, with the emptiona 
and necessaries there, xxx*i. Sir, for the two pays, 
and other your afferres, I receyued of M^ Willm- 
son j^xl^., and for three weks pay at your fframe 
ended, thys Saturday the xj"* tiay of Septembr, and 
cariage of tymlSr, and for more tymbr bought of late, 
whereof and of all yo"^ busynes there, I shall acerteyn 
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your Mastershipp at my comyng firom thens. I have 
nowe receiued more of M'. Williamson h^. 

Sir, I have received of my fellowe, William Law- 
renoe, j&om Yppiswich, our Ladies Cote with twoo 
gorgetts of gold to put about her neck ; and an 
Image of our Lady, of gold, in a tabemade of ailver 
and gilte, with the fether in the topp of y t gold ; and a 
lytill relyke of gold and chstall with our Ladys Milk 
in yt, as they saye. 

Also that came &om Seint Peters, a Crosse of siluer 
and gilt, with Maiy and John ; a Pax of silver and 
gilt ; a Pix of silver and gilt ; a Chales silver and gilt ; 
a Sencer parcell gilt; and aShipp to the s^ame parcell 
gilte ; twoo Craetts of silver, parcell gilt. 

And thus the Holy Gost have your Mastershipp in 
his mercifnll tuicon. Wxyten at your Place at t|ie 
Rolls, the xi^ day of Septembr. 

By yo*^ humble servaunt, 

THOMAS THACKER. 

To his right honorable M"", Maister 
Thomas Crumwell, Squyer, prin- 
cipal! Secretary to the Kyngs 
Highnes. 
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LETTER CCXCIX. 

John Baker to Lord CromwelL The Complaint of the 
Inhabitants of Dimchurch in Kent, against their 
parson. 

{iBi]».9&r.iii.B7.] 

Dimchurch lies in the level of Romney Marsh, in the Hun- 
dred of Worth iu Kent, upou the sea shore. 

Robert Brachie is not mentioned by Hasted in his List of the 
Rectors of Bimchuich ; but from the Canterbury Registers it ap- 
pears that he was admitted rector diere upon the death of Thomas 
Norton, 12th June, 1586. He died in July, 1553. Upon the pre- 
sent occasion he probably met with fiivour. 

It was on the 9th of June 16S4 that the Proclamation was issued 
for abolishing the usurped powers of the Pope, "and causing all 
manner prayers, oracions, rubrics, canons, or mass-books, and all 
other books in the churches herein the said Bishop of Rome is 
named, or his presumptuous and proud pomp and au&ority pre- 
ferred, utterly to be abolished, eradicate, and rased out, and his ' * 
name and memory to be aever.more (except to his contumely and 
reproach) remembered ; but perpetually suppressed and obscured." 

My dewtie in the mooste humble maner that I 
kanne remembred vnto your good Lordship, with 

helthe and prosperitie long to endure, to the pleasure 
of Almighty God. It maye please your good Lord- 
ship to bee advertised that certein honest menne of 
Dymchurche in the Marsche, have been with me 
and have shewed me that Roberte Brachie, their per- 
son, bathe not expelled the name of the Byshop of 
Rome out of dyuerse and aondrie bookia in his 
keping, parte belonging unto hymself, and parte of 
theim belonging unto the aeid Churche : contrary to 
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die comaundement to hjm gyven. Whiche infor- 
ikiacon upon suche examinaoBn as I have taken there- 

iu, I have founde to be true. And therupon I have 
comytted h jm to the gaole, there to remayne tille 70^ 
Lordships pleasure bee further knowen in that be- 
half. Humbly beseching yo^ good Lordship that I 
may knowe your pleasure what ordre I shall take 
with the saide person^ whiche I shalbe glad to accom- 
plishe to the best of my power by the grace of our 
Lorde, whoo preserve your Lordship in helth and 
prosperitie to his pleasure. Written the xij^ daye 
of Septembre. 

Yours to his small power^ 

JOHK BAKER. 

To the righte hflBonble sad hii singuler 
good LiNrde» Lorde Cnunwetty Lorde 
Piryyie Seale^his good Lotdship, this 
liee delyuered. 



LETTER CCC. 

2%omas TJicLcker to Lord Cromwell: praying for the 
Suppression of the Priory of DcMrletgh, and to have 
the form of it. 

[iBU>. a Sir. xUi. 95. Orig,^ 

Please y t your good Lordshipp to be aduertessed, 
I and my firends haue by the space of iij. monethes 
labored to the Abbot of Darleigli, in the Countie of 
Darby, very nyghe ther I was borne, and as my poor 
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landjs lye, to suirendie hjs Monastery of Darleig];i 
aforesaid unto our Soueraine Lorde the Kyngs hands^ 
by your Lordshypp ; and albeit that be batb betber- 
iinto proloBgyd tpae, I trust he is nowe at apoynt, 
and that I shall shortly have his lettre therof. Most 
humbly besecbyng your good Xiordshipp to belpe me 
to the same hons mthe the sttt£fo and goodesvpon the 
same^ as it sbalbe praysed and valued, and thus may 
your good Lordshipp make me the more able to 
serue your Lordshipp and hynde me to prayer, as 
alredy I am bounden, that knowith God, whoo ever 
preserve your good Lordshipp in good helthe long to 
endure. From yo"^ Lordshipps place in London, the 
xxiij^ of Septembre. 

Your Lordshipp is most bounden seruaunt, 

THOMAS THACKER. 

To the right honorable my Lorde, 
mj maiflter Lord Pry vey Seale. 



LETTER CCCL 

Henry Lord Stafford to the Lord Privy Seal, an^ 
nouncing the destruction of the Image of St, 
Erammu. 

[iBtD. a Str, zl. 580. OrvO 

%• The present Letter is dated from Stafford, the castle and 
nuuKHTof which, with their appurtenances, as also a certain manor 
called Stafford Manor, and Stafford Rent, with all lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments thereto belonging, were granted in the 23rd of 
Henry VIII. A J). 15S9, to Henry Lord Stafford, Ursula his wife, 
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Ill 



and their heirS) as parcel of the pussesfiions of the said Henry's late 
father the Duke of Buckingham. 

From what church the Image of St. Erasmus was removed does 
not appear. The Saint himself was one of those who were called 
Helpers in varioas diseases. He was eapacially prayed to to core 
tiie ooUek. 

Pleaseth it your goode Lordship to be advertisid 
tliat on Mychalmes Erene kst, at nyghtf a senramit 
of myne . came from Chartleye, and there the same 
daye ooii Bagotte, servaunt to my Lord Ferrers^ de- 
Ijueryd him a letter that your Lordship sent me, 
bering date the xxviij*. daye of August, wheryn your 
pleasor was that with convenyent spede I shulde take 
and remove away the Idoll (callid of ignorant persons 
Saiilct Erasmus), so that the people shuld have no 
occasion herafiter therby to offende, wheiyn your 
Lordship hathe done amerytoryous dede for mannys 
sowie* And according to yo^ pleasor the next mom- 
yng yerly, I sent for it, and so have usid it that I 
trust no man shall therby offende in Idolatiye heraf- 
ter, assuring your Lordship that if your letter had 
come soner to my hands, it shuld not haue bene so 
longe ondone, as Crist knoweth, who longe preserve 
youe my goode Lord in honor to his pleasor. At 
my power howse nye Stafford, the ij'**' daye of Oc- 
tobre. To^ Lordshipes to command, 

HE. STAFFORD. 

To tlie right hon'able and my singuler 
goode Lord, my Lord Priuy Seall^ 
this be delyw'yd. 
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LETTER CCCII. 

IVilliam Dynham to the Lord Privy Sealy denouncing 
the diuimukUion of Friar Alexander Barclay* 

[ibid. 2 Str, ix. 112, Or^*] 

V Aleuote Barclay ii ^tDdpaUy known 1^ hii **Siup of 
Fodb,** a tnmnlafiqn, adapted to the fooli of hia own ooantry, fraa 
• Sobaitian Biaadf a Stoltifera Naria." He ifaa educated at. Oriel 
College, Oilbidy tiieii became a priest in the College of St. Maiy 
Ottery in Deroiislilre, aflerwardi a mook of Ely, and finally took 
tlie habit of the Franciicana aft Caafterbary. 

Villlam Dynham, the writer of the present lettor, from the iree- 
dem with which he addieMod Barclay when at supper with the 
Prior of St. Gennaim, may be presumed to have known him inti- 
mately ; but the observation at its close, that each hinderers of 
Tmth should be tied shorter, that the glory of God may increase/' 
was not the SQ^gfeslion of a friend. Barclay survived it. That he 
inbsequently temporised with the changes of Religion there can be 
no doubt ; since he possessed Church preferments in the reign of 
Edward the Sixth. Uermaa £yuck, in a Letter to Cardinal Wolsey, 
Oct. 1528, from Cologne, among the enemies of England, aft^r men- 
tioning Edmundus de lapoell (Edmund de la I*(>le), adds, Deiade 
et Wilhelmus Roy, Wilhelmus Tyntaell, Hieroninius Barlo, Alexan- 
der BARGKLEYy ct eorum adherentes." Cotton. MS. Vitell. B. zxi. 
fol. 43. 

Barclay was instituted to the vicarage of Much Badow in Essex 
in 1546 ; and to U'okey in Somersetshire, the same year. He had 
also the Church of All vSaints in Lombard Street, London, on the 
presentation of the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, which was 
vacated by his death in the month of June 1552. 

His Biographers have greatly differed -vvlietlu'r he was an Eng- 
lishman or a Scotsman. There are no Scotlirisnis observable either 
in his translation from Brandt, or in tlie poems of his owu composing. 
The probability is that he was born, as Pitts believed, in Somerset- 
shire or Devonshire. In his will, dated July 25, Ij.'il, and proved 
10th June, 1552, he calls himself, both at the beginning and the end, 
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Alexander Barqnelay, designatiiig idmaelf at liie opeiiiiig as doctor 
in divinity. 

MosT£ humble commendacon presupposed dewe 
to your Honor. This may be to advertise yoiie that 
of late I casually came to the Pryorye of Saynt Ger- 
mayne^ in Comvally where I, gentely acceptyd of 
the Pry or, sate at supper with hym, being accom*' 
panyd with Alexandre Barckley^ whiche over the 
daie before preached there to the dewe and condynge 
honor of the blessed Virgen, yet not so muche in the 
edyfying of the audyence as his demeynor the next 
daye was (as I herde reportyd) to ther diistniccon. 
This folowing I knowe to be.true« when he and I 
mett at supper I moved suche questyons as I thought 
myght do good to the audyence, wherin truly to re- 
porter he servyd my turne and purpose^ till after a 
sodeyne dompe he brake sUencCi as a man that had 
spoken to well (and yet a fxere in a some what 
honester wede), with a protestacon gloxyfied him 
selfe and glosyd by dyssymulacyon his herers, I 
meane the Pryor and his^ whiche ly tie that I coulde 
perceyve favored hym. 

Barckley first this protestyng that he wolde preache 
no new things not set out by the Kynge and his 
Councell, I aunswered him and mervelyd. I saide 
what he therby mente^ when all men of litterature 
and any good judgement knewe that our so Ciystyen 
a Prince and his Councell set forthe no newe thynge 
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but the gospell of Cxyste and the tinoere Tetyte ther* 
of, and wolde every parte therof necessarje to the 

edyfying of the people were by the preachers truly 
disclosed to them without partyeuler comaundement 
to teache this or that: also that mought edefye. 
Then wyshed JSarckley, ' I wolde to God that at the 
leste the lawes of God might hate asmuche aucto- 
rytye as the lawes of the realme.' Wherunto I 
leplyedf ' what meneth your wysshe,*when our moste 
Cristen Suppremyst Hed holdeth his lawes, and I 
dare saye him selfe, subjecte to Gods lawes, and 
wolde his by them to be tryed as by the onely twidhe 
stone. What meane you Barckley.* * Nothinge truely,* 
saide he, ' but I thinke menne are to besye in pullinge 
downe of Ymages without espedall conlaundement of 
the Prynce.' ' I knowe none then/ saide I, ' pulled 
downe but sutche as Idolatiye was comytted unto/ 
The pullinge downe of whiche was as I supposed by 
comaundement, but well I knowe that most £requent 
places of Scripture serve and make for the pullinge 
downe of suclie. I dyd putt him in remembraunce 
of Saint Margets Patent is Rode, and the assemble, 
although some what dispraised, yet for the intente 
and good facte therof toleratyd** Here he demaimded 
what folowed therof, I requyring him to aunswere 
hys demaunde, he saide I knewe howe manye tene- 

• Tte dMlnietion of the Rood in Che ehmchyard of St. Margmfe Fittens in 1538 

"by people unknown," i-* ])articularly noticed by Stowc, Survey of London, 4to. 
lO(HI| p. SH • Rood • Liuic m iu name still preserve* the remembrance of this Rood* 
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meats, and 80016 people were bnmte sone upon. 

* What, Barckley,' saide 1, * here is some what movyd, 
ye have a yersatile ingeyne, but were ye so sleper 
as an ielle here will I holde youe. Wulde you 
infecte this .audyence with that opynyon that God 
for suche cause plageid them: your kanktid harte 
is disclosed, my true lytle stomake, witli reverence of 
the Piyor and his horde, muste be opened leste it 
breake. You ore, Barckley, a hike knave and a disi- 
semblinge frere, youe get no pense might I rule here, 
you seke your owen pro%tt vocall, to hindre the 
trouthe, move than unite to sett forthe the true and 
pryncely endevour of our moste Crysten and of his 
Chuiche Sufmnyst Hed moste laudable enterprises, 
wherof I truste thowe shalt here.' 

That pevishe vessell of dyssimuladoni with these 
and mo suche blaates me moved, whiche I nowe 
comytt to your Lordships arbytrarye will and ple- 
snre ; this was my juste (I truste) combatement with 
hym, and wayte for no victorye, butt as your honour 
shall seme, suche hinderers of trouthe, nowe so well 
accepted in sundry places, to be tyed shorter, that the 
glorye of God may encrease. "Who preserve your 
Honour to the comibrte of all true Crystens. Amen* 
Sente fecm Lyfton, the zij^ daie of October. - 
Your oratour and servaunt in harte and wyll, 

willll'm dtnbam. 

To Um liglift haDonhle Loide OiunweD, 
Isolde Pryvey Seale, tiiis be ddtyvtied. 
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LETTER CCCIII. 

Margaret Tewkesbury, Abbess of Oodttow, to Crom^ 
well. Sends a LieUer, which she has devised to the 
Kinff*s Htghneu^for CromweWi approbation, 

[sT. PAP. OFF. MISC. ooRBESP. 2 Ser, xiv. 1. Orig.} 

Margaret Tewkesbury received the temporalities of her ab- 
bacy June 30th, 1518. She resigned, and was succeeded by Ka- 
therine Bulkeley^ but remained resident in the Monastery till its 
dissolution. In point of date this Letter is probably sUsplaced. It 
oould not have been written later than 1595. 

Pleasith it your Mastership^ with my dayly 
prayersy to accepte your litle poor fee by this berer, 
and for Goddes sake to continue your towarde mynde 
in my sueitt to you, and for the furtherauus therof to 
peruse a letter wiche I have devysed to the Kings 
Highnes, and to delyuer the same to his Grace as you 
lliincke best if it be made as it ought to be, and if not 
to sende me wourde howe I shall order my self, and 
1 shall be gladde to folowe your advise and counceill. 
And I pray you gyve crednce to this berer, Doctour 
Gwent, and what so ever he doth saye to you I shall 
abide by it, with the grace of God, who kepe you 
my especiall good Master, in wourship ever to encreas 
to his pleasure. Amen. At Godstowe, this Mighel- 
mas ere. Your bounden daly beades woman, 

MARGARET TEWKESBURY, 

To the right honorable and my moost Abhes of GodstOWe, 
especiall good master, Mr. Cruiii- 
welly Secretary to the Kings Grace. 
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LETTER CCCIV. 

Doctor Humias Legh and John ap Rees to Secretary 
CromwelL Their VisitcUion at Cambridge^ Sopham 
Nunnery, and Denney, 

[ibid. misc. go&resp. 2 Ser, xxii. 483. Orig,} 

• 

After our due commendacions, please it your 
Mastershippe to be advertised that we have as yes- 
terdaye laste finished our Visitation at Camebrige, 
where the students doo saye that ye have doon more 
good there for the profitt of studie and advauncement 
of lemyng than ever any Chauncellor did there 
heretofor ; trusting that ye well see suche direccions 
and injunctions as we have geuen theym, nowe in yo' 
name effectually putt in execution. For many of 
the hedds which be for the moste parte addicte to 
sophistical] lemyng, were not content with i&D that 
we have doon, and therfore maye fortune woll labor 
to have some relaxacion therof* We have founde 
theym aU very conformable touching the Kings 
busynes ; but as touching sophistical! iernyug, which 
wjme of th'elders did yet mayntene as moche as they 
collide, partialitie of contreys in choysing felowes, 
and divers other particular abuses we have redressed 
as well as we mought. And in divers Colleges we 
founde the nombre of felowes decreased for that (as 
they said) they that were chosen felowes, were not 
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able to pi^e the Kings fiiste frutes; wherfor we 
tbinke that ye might doo a very good dede yf ye 
wolde helpe theym to be discharged of that, and geve 
ihejm cause to reken theymself veiy happie tahave 
you their ChaunceUor and Patrone. Their goods 
and revenues be well bestowed and no super£uitie 
amongest thejrm, wheifor it were pite to take any 
thing from tlieym, but rather to geue theym. The 
greate nomber that lacked in all the Colleges by 
reason of the said thing, and deeaye of the Vniver- 
sitie, that it is nowe in more than it was wonte to be 
heretofor, moueth us this to write into you. 

Also being at a Noonrie hereby called Sopham, we 
founde nother tolerable sorte of lyving nor good ad- 
ministracon there, but iall ferre out of order. The 
Ladie there hatlie geven a benefice being appropried 
to the House, of the yerely valewe of zzx^., to a 
Frier, which they saye she loves well, the House not 
being able to dispende fully C^. in all. The said 
Frier is noted of the comon rumor of all the contrey 
hereabouts and also of all the susters of the said 
House to be nought with the Priores there. And to 
make you laugh, we sende yon a lettre which is sup- 
posed not without sure conjectures to be sent unto 
her from the tfud Fryer, as in the name of a woman, 
allthough any man maye soone perceve that it cam 
^m a lovier. Wherby ye maye peroeve her conver- 
saoon. There the Priores and all wold have goon 
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' f ooiih yf we had suffitedt hejm* And they had doon 

all catall, come, and honseholde stuff for that intent. 

And at Deny also, there we founde half a dozen of 
full, moste instantely desired with wepyng eyes to 
goo foorth, amongest whome one is a faire yong wo- 
man, suster to S' Gyles Strangwige, which was and is 
maryed to one Ryvel, a merchant ventrer, at London, 
with whom she had iiij. children, and nowe moved of 
scruple of conscience, as she saith, desireth moste 
humbly to be dimised and restored to her husbande. 
And so by this ye may see that they shall not nede 
to be put foorth, but that they woll make instance 
theymself to be delivered. So that their doing shalbe 
imputed to theymself and to no other. And theis at 
Denye doo importunately crie that they lyve here 
dayli against their conscience, and therfor doo loke 
for an answer of yo*" pleasure in tliat behalf. And 
thus Allmightie God have yo' Mastership in his 
moste blessed toicion* IVom Denye, the zxz^ of 
October. 

y«» ever assured, 

THOMAS LSOH, D. 

S'f allthough I reken. it well doon that all were out, 
yet I ihinke it were best that at their owne instante 

sute they might be dimised to avoyde calumnacion 
and envie* And so compelling theym to observe 
thies injunctions ye shall have theym all to doo 
shortely. And the people shall knowe it the better 
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that it Cometh upon their sute, yf they be not straight 
dischaiged while we be here. For than the people 
wolde saye that we wente for no other cause about 
than to expeli theymi though the trueth were con- 
trarie. For they juge all thing of the efEectes that 
foloweth, and not allweys of the trueth. 

Your most bounden servant, 

JOHN AP BBB8» 

To liie right honorable and o' (ringkur 
good maiiler, Mr. Secretarie to the 
Kingi Highoeo. 



LETTER CCCV. 

iSi«r Richard Gresham to Lord Cromwell, inviting kirn 

to his « Fea^tful Day.'' 

[iBU>. 2 iSfer. xr. ai. Ong,'\ 

\* Sir Rieliard Gresham was Lord Mayor in 1537. It had been 
the inTsriable coitom, from the earliest period in which the City- 
had a Mayor, that he ehoold he elected on the feast of St. Simon and 
St. Jade, and flie next day, the 90th of October, be presented to the 
King wherever he might be in England. But In 1258 it was granted 
by charter that the Gitiaena, firom that time forwaid, '*fbr laclc of 
the King's presenoe being at Weatminater," abonld present their 
, Mayor so chosen nnto the Barons of the Exchequer, there to be 
sworn and admitted as he beibre time had been before the King.* 
The Feast, of oowse^ followed, and so ccotinned till the intiodiic- 
tion of tdiat waa termed the New Sttu, in 1701, when, beside die 
Act for regulating tiie Ckmunencement of the Year, another Act of 
Pariiament passed for the Abbreviation of Michaehnas Term, 24 
Geo. II. chap. 48, one section of which 11) 'as follows, altered 
the **fM^^ day" to Nov. 9th. 

* VUifMi's Chran. edit, isii; p. 397. 



Digitized by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 121 

^ And whereas by diven CSiarlen heretofore gnuited to tiie Citi- 
aens of London by hie Bf^Jeety's Royal Predeceieon, Ki&gi and 

Queens of England, it ie directed that the Mayor of the said City, 
after he is chosen, shall be presented and sworn before the King or 

Queen of England in their Court of Exchequer at Westminster, or 
before the Barons of the said Court : And whereas the said solem* 
nity, after every Annual Election of the said Mayor, hath been 
usually kept and observed by the said City on the twenty-ninth day 
of October, except the same fall on a Sunday, and then on the day 
following ; Be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that from and 
after the said feast of St. Michael, which shall be iu the year of our 
Lord oue thousand seven hundred and fifty -two, the said solemnity 
of presenting and swearing the Mayors of the City of Loudon after 
every Annual Election into the said Office, in the manner and form 
heretofore used on the twenty-ninth day of October, shall be kept 
and observed on llie 9th day of November in every year, unless the 
same shall fall on a Sunday, and in that case on the day following : 
any Rule or Order in any of the Charters of the said City, or the 
usage or customs thereof to the contrary, notwitlistaudiug." 

Myn humble dieuty rememberyd to your goode 
Lordeshipe, yt shale please you to untherstand that 
tJie xxix. daye of this monethe shale be my feestefull 
daye, where unto I shale moste humbly dessyer yo' 
good Lordeshipe to take the payne to be there* My 
Lorde Chaunceller, with other noble men, shale be 
dessyered in lyke weysse^ and the finbassetores of the 
Emperors and . of the Frenche Kyngs, with other 
straungeres, the Juges and Sergeauntes at Lawe^ 
with meny other ; I doo supose upon iiijC. measse ; 
and as moche as in me ys I have and shalbe pre})are 
to make them the beste chere I can. Yt shale please 
you to be soo goode Lorde unto me to move the 
Xyugs Hyghues that yt maye please hys Grace to be 

VOL. Ill, 6 
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80O goode Lorde Tnto me to gyffe me of hys Dooes as 
shale stande with hjs moste graciouse pleasser. And 
thys I shale preye to God to sende you goode helthei 
long iejjffe, \*ith encresse of bono^ From London, 
thys Thursdaye^ the xviij^ daye of Octobr. 
Y' owne at your Lordeshipes comandement, 

RYCUARD GBESHAM. 
To the ryght honorable and hys synguller 
goode Lofde, my Isolde Prevy Seale. 



LETTER CCCVL 

Thomas Theobald to the Lord Privy Seal, a Letter of 
News, A report prevalent that the Turk had re- 
turned to Hungary, Failure of a Naval Attack 
on BarharoMo* Cardinal Fole gone to Rome. 
Confederaium of the Duke of Saxony and the EwM' 
gelical Princes, The King of France about to 
meet the Emperor tU Bowrdeaux^ who intends passing 
by land into Flanders, 

[niD. %Ser,xm, 181.] 

MosTE honeraUe and my S3mgular good Lord, 
pleasethe it yower Lordshyp to uuderstond that 
weras in my laste letten I sertyfyed yower Lordachyp 
dowbtfuUy off the Torkes retorne in to Hongary, 
we be at this ^rme advertysed it to be off trewthe, 
that is the Tbrke and ij. of his sons to have passed 
the £odde of Danubie wythe a veiye great armaye, 
whome the F^rynce of Yalachia and Moldam^ with 
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xl. thowsand, and Yivads other wyse called Kyng 
John, with xl. thowsan^ resyste hym, and to geve 
hym batayle. And yn the meane seasone Verdynand 
should yn AnstEyche and therabowt constryve an 
annye to supplye or help^ them as nede shall ve- 
quyer. Thes news were sent in post from Vienna to 
^ the Bysshope off Salysboorge^ whos secretaiy or 
steuard wrot them hyther unto the sayd Bysshops 
nevey, here beyng stevdiant : but thes letters were a 
monthe in commyng. To lihe confyrmation of thes 
news, I hare of a gentylman of Poionia, here stev- 
deuty which sayethe that he hathe sene letters at this 
present, from a great man of ther cowntrye which do 
sertifie that wheras hathe byn contyneval warre many 
yeis betwext the JP^ce of Moldavia . or Yalachia 
and the Kyng of Poionia. This Prynce fyndyng 
hymselfe somwhat ynferior and myche to weal^e, and 
besyds now beyng yn rebellion agenst the Torke^ 
which ynvadeth hym on the other syde, liathe made 
yntercessyon unto the Kyng off Poionia for peaee^ 
offeryng hym what condyeions he will desyer, to the 
furtherance of which agrement th'Emperour and 
Verdynand > dyd send thex Ambassadours alsoi so 
that this is concluded^ • Tn assuerment aaid confyr- 
matione of the condyeions therof this forsayd Prynce 
hetbe sent his eldest sone wythe 1. horse to wayte 
apon the Kyng off Poionia, and contynewally to fol- 
low his Cowrte. And thus after this agreement 

Q 2 
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hathe forajshed Kyng John with thes fonayd forty 

thowsand persons, which this man sayethe he all 
hoxsemen* The Kyng off Polonis in this expedy- 
cion medlethe nothyng, for they say he is in a perpe- 
tual lege with the Torke for hym and his hayers. 
Also I here off the Almayns that the cyties and 
Pryncis imperiall have gravnted and dctermed to 
send an aimey unto Yerdynand agenst Marche yff 
the Torke do persever to come on Chrystendome* 

The Chrysten Navye have had but smalle successe 
nowe latelye agenst Barharovssa, for all the greate 
crakes and promysses made heretofore. Nother he 
is I reken so greatlye in ther davnger as they semede 
to have hym. Andreas Dorias sent ij. of his shyps 
and ij. or iij. of the Venetians gallyes to illecte hym 
forthe of the port of Laaxte wher as they thowght to 
have had hym at ther wyll, which when he perceaved 
somwhat nere the haven, and the wynde sodenly to 
cease, made owte his armey which is aU yn gaJlies 
and toke, or rather dystroyd them, for ihey wold 
never yeld, but fowght manfullye unto they were 
slayne and homed ; and the leymor is here that they 
dystroyed of ther gallies also xx**., but I cannot he- 
leve that they were vj. The Venetians great Gallyon 
was in this conflycte, which should fyght with them 
by the space of v. howers, and after skaped, but sore 
hurtCy she is estemed to have in her iij. hondred peds 
of ordynance. The cause why Andreas Dorias cam 
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not to soker thes forsayde was bj reason of the 
cbangyng of the wyndet by bope off wbicb be bad 
grownded and ynstytuted his enterprynce yn illect- 
yng bis envyes by this fomyd piaye or bayte, for. bis 
cheffe strengbt and tmste is in bis shyps whyche are 
in nombre fyftye or mo, wbicb, all the wynd beyng 
alayedy cowld bare done bym no servyce ; so tbat tbe 
Torkes havyng as many or mo gallyes then he, and 
better ynstrvcted, be cowld not bave medlyd and 
tryed with them bnt by egall strenght, or we para- 
ventur to have byn somwhat tbe weaker, in which 
bad byn great dowbt off tbe successe, which yff it 
should have byn agenst hym, ther Navye had byn 
dystroyedy and all Cbrystendome in great davngier, 
wberfor be bad rather take this lytle domage than to 
put all in a hasard. Trustyng dayly to jneate wythe 
tbem agene at some ayantage, and so to fygbt and 
medel by some secvryte and lekelode of vyctorye, 
with tbe which bis advyse and cownsel in this acte 
tbe Venetians and other at lenght ar content and 
saUsiyedy wheras afore some dyd ympute it to feare 
or some great oyersigbt and errour, and many did 
ympute it as a prodycion of hym agenst the Vene- 
tians, for the wbicb at tbat present was great conten- 
tion, suspidon, and yndignation off tbe Venetians and 
Pops generall agenst hym, which wold nedes have 
geven Barbaroussa batayl, but we here now all to be 
wel, and this way that is taken to have byn b^st. 
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Forthermore, wheras in my last Letters I sertifyed 
yower Lordship 4>ff M. Pole goyng to Yenys, he was 
yn dede so mynded at that tyme» as I was liien, and 
have byn sens adveitysed, but the same daye he 
should have gone thyther^ he oame to Padwaji and so 
contyneved his jorney on by lend to Rome. What 
dyd chang his mynd in that, behalfe I cannot tel ; yowr 
Lordshyp paraTentiir can eoiijeetvre ; but dyvers gen- 
tylmen of Venys cam to hym, as I here, to take ther 
leve of hym* The Venetians seuarly, what so evei 
they do pretend, they are in dede 'great papysts, not 
for ony opynion that they have in his little hoUynes 
and lease Tertu or authoiytle spiritually but for his 
temporal! power and authoryte, dielflfely here yn 
Italye^ wherof and of his other practises and aydes 
yn Cfarystendomy they* haye and do more use^ and 
have as mjcli nede of, as of all other besydes, cheffely 
as the world hath gone now in this age^ and for ther 
state ther is no man, a]l thyngs consyderedy with 
whome they can or temporally more commodiously 
joyne. 

Master Pole came not here in' to the Cytie, but 
entred secretly in to a Monasteiye hard by the owter 
wallea called Seynt JusQuSy wheras he is ther wyte 
God and they his blacke angells, ther he tarryed not 
passyng halfe an hower ^ to take his leve, lydyng &onk 
bens yj. myles that nyght to his bed, wheras he mete 
wy the Cardynall Contarenus which rOde forthe wythe 
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liym to Rome. In his trayne he liad not passyng 

xvij. or twentye horses at vttermuste of which vj. or 
v^. were monkes and irjaxs, archers, and kepers 
heleke of his holly hodye, for they rydde nexte vnto 
hym. There are iij. gentyhnen of Padway, j. of 
Vyncence, and ij. of Yenys which do follow hym 
to Rome, and ther tarry with hym. They are all 
lernydi one of them of Venys is called Alovyse, a 
gentleman off a very good and rych famylye, to 
. whome the wyllage and lodgyng dothe pertayne 
wheras Pole hathe lyen all thys wynter ; he wor- 
shyphethe and ohservethe hym for a God, and so 
dyvers moo off them, and here also. Som as ower 
cowntryemen which follow hym, and certayn other, 
do heleye that he shalhe Pope, after this mans dethe, 
which is nothyng lekely; and other as Italians do 
pretend great veneration and excydyng love towerd 
his vertne and holynes, but I reken yn that they 
coman myche that he nother hathe nother wyll take 
a hysshopryke, nother is or wylhe preste, do }anagyn 
some other fantasye above my capacite or audacyte to 
eonjecture. 

Ficiar Pato at this present is here at the Observant 
Fryars, to prepare hym self to ryde to Rome by M* 
. P. coste and wyll* I have spoken wythe hym ons or 
twyse. Among them they have mo news owt of Yng- 
lond, and with more expedyence than all Ynglyssemen 
here or in Yenys, which they have seuerly from An- 
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dwarpe or from thos parties, wherfore ther is some 
marchant therunto. appropriated what so ever he he. 
I do knowe the Italian at Yenja which is ther factour 
in receavyng and conyeTng ther letters. I wyll make 
means a&reoff to get owt of this Friar what means 
and way they vse at Andwarpe for this pourpose, for 
he is somwhat hahlyng and very open, as commanly 
all off his cote he ; howheit ellis I can perceave no 
great mallyce or vehemeneye yn hi^ comvnycation or 
hehaveure^ hut yn his irjrmple opynion somwhat per- . 
tynate, which and snpersticion, with a lytle hypocrasy, 
are faster and dyper sowen in their hartes then ther 
hoodes to ther cotes. 

They have made here a wonderous matter and re- 
porte the Shryne and bomyng of the Idols houmt 
at Canterherye, and besydes this that the K^aig his 
Hyghtnes and Cownsell to be become Sacramentari- 
ans by reason of this Ambassye^ which the Devke of 
Saxony sent lately to Ynglond. 

A gentylman of Spayne of a great famylye which 
- hathe long.byn heite resydent, ^departed lately hens to 
Flanders, which at this present writtethe hyther to a 
frend of his that the Devke off Saxon, the Landis- 
grave, and other Cities and Pryncis evangelycal to he 
confederated in lege with the Devke of Cleve for 
Geldersy wheifor yn Fhmdexs they should prevely 
make provysion for warre. 

Also to this here ys a gentylman of f ranee, which 
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also at this present hathe receved letters from his 
cowntry in which he is advertysed that ther Kjng 
rjdethe shortly to Bordevs, and so forthe to the bor- 
ders of Spayne, to meate wjtke th'Emperoury which 
should be determed under his feythe and securite to 
enter in to France and so to passe by land yn to 
Flanders throw his cowntiye, and that towerd the 
spryng of the yere, in his owne persone, he wolde 
sett apone Gelders. The certaynly of this newes I 
dowbt not but yower Lordshype dothe here more 
largely from thes parties^ and with more expedy- 
ence, yet to declare my dylygence^ I thowght I 
could do no lesse then bryevlye to declare, the 
which I beseche yower good Lordshype to accept 
and take yn good wrthe. Thus prayyng God ever 
to preserve yower Lordshype in all vertu and honor 
to his pleasure. Wrytten in hast, at Padwaye, the 
xxij. day of Octobre. 

By yower most hovmble servant and dayly beddys- 

mm, THOMAS THEABOLD. 

To the moftte honefable ande his singulare 
good Lorde, my Lorde olf the Vte&yj 
Sealoj this be delyuefed. 



ISO 
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LETTER CCCVIL 

MnLontbmtoLord CromwelL JDetaUi hu "ranng 
of the Frian* Homes f m fforious CotmHeo* 

[iBio. Miso. 0OEKE8P. 2 Ser, xxiii. 717. Orig,} 

In my most humble miner I lum me comendyd 

unto your gudde Lordeshipp, as your most boundon 
orator and servant, I have not ao moche rasyd the 
Howses I have be at as I perceve the Kings Otmoe 
and your Lordeschippe ys infonnyd, and hadde 
xasyd noon saving for the words of suche ComisdoBS 
as I have to schew, and djdd nott eztremelj so do 
butt wher necessitee compelly4 me by reason of the 
importunytie of the people, wich els wold have 
piUedd all so as the Kings Grace schulde have hadd 
no profy tt of those Howses ^ and in every place I savyd 
the hole ledd unto the Kings Graces use, and the 
hole plate. Yet have I be in som very beggarly 
Howses, as now I am at oon, the Why te Fryers in 
Northampton, wher all they have ys nott able to pay 
ther detts. And brevely I will rehersse what I dydd 
in eueiy Howse. 

At Reding I dydd oonly deface the Church; all 
the windoes being full of Fryers; and left the roff 
and wsllys hole to the Kings use. I soldo the orna- 
ments and the sellys in the dorter and certen uten- 
syls wiche eb wold have be stolen as dyvers wer 
indede. 
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At Aylesbury, I founde ihem very powr and in 
dett. Ther ornaments wor very coursse and veiy 
litiU stuff of howshold. Ther I oonly solde the glasse 
wyndoes and ther ornaments with ther vtensyles. I 
left the Howse hole and oonly deiacyd the Churche. 
Ther the hole churche ys weU coveiyd with ledd^ and 
a gudd new roff. 

At Bedfordi I dydd.sell the ornaments of ther 
churche and certen vtensUes. AU the ledde I savyd 
with certen vtensyles, because I myzt leve them in 
9tiff custody with M'* Grostwike. 

At Stamford, I left in the Grey Fryers all ther 
hrewyng vesselsj and ther kechyn stuS wasse so gud 
that I cowde gete butt viijf. for alL I solde ther 
ornaments and glasse of their church with certen 
stuffy and sold no glasse in the Grey^ Whyte, or 
Blacke Fryers, saving oonly in iheir churches. At 
the Austen Fryers I sold all ther glasse, for els all 
wold have be stoUyd, ffox. it stondeth owt of the 
town. In thre Fryers ther I sold ther brewyng 
vessels wich wer very ny worn, . 

In CoTentry, I dydd partly rase that Howse of the 
Gray Fryers, tliou after the powr people lay so sore 
vpon ytt. £utt the Whyte Fryers I dydd htiU 
Tnto. 

At Warwick, the Fryers Howse ys withowt the 
towuy an olde ruynose howse and'no ledd butt gutters 
and the coueiyng of the steple. Ther I defacyd the 
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cburche wjndpes and the sellys of the dorter as I 
dydd in euery place saving in Bedford and Aylisbuiy 
wher were few byars. I puUyd down no Howse 
thorowlj at noon of the Eiyers: butt so defacyd 
tbem as they shuld nott lyztly be made Fryerys 
agen. 

At Tellisford Crosse Eryen, I have' oonly rec3rvyd 

the surrendere : aiid have left the Howse with all the 
stuff in safe custody with the late mynyster and oon 
of the Elings seruants dwelling therbye. In that 
Howse I must farther know your Lordeships pleasur 
or I do any more, as by my servant I shall shortly 
more at lengeth expresse every thing. Ther wasse a 
fonde fasschon of Idolytrye. In the body of the 
Churche wasse an Image at an Awters end callyd 
Mayden Cutbrogh, and vnder her feetc wasse a 
trowgh of wodde descending undre the Awter wich 
wasse holbw. Thyder resortyd suche as wer trobelyd 
with the hedde ache, or hadde any slottiche wydowes 
lockes, viz. here growen to gether in a tufte. Ther 
must they putt in to the trowgh a peckke of oots, and 
when they wer oons slydyd vndre the Awter, the 
Crosse Fryers schuld behynd the Awter jnyvily stele 
them owt, and the sykk person must geve to the 
Fryer a peny for a pynte of these Maydon Cutbrogh 
oots, and then ther beds schuld ak no -more til] the 
next tyme. I have pullyd downe thys Idoll with 
hene manage. 
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At Northampton, I fynd the Prior of Au^styiis 
lyk a Fijeif and con of the most unthrifts that yet I 
have mett mth all : yet have I found butt few trew 
or gud, and amongs many hlessyd reformations don 
by the Kings Giaoe, I suppose thys be nott the lest^ ' 
Ttterly to suppresse theis Fryars, in whom I fynd so 
moch dissymylation as may be in men. I trust to 
bring all ther falshudds here to lyzt, butt in the mean 
tyme I am fayne to sett the Prior and almost all hys 
brethem in warde* They have delyuered owt of 
ther Howse all- ther plate and gudd stuff, and made 
billes of sale and knowledging of receipt of certen 
sommys of money wher they rece3ryyd9 nor owzt, oon 
peny, and all to disseyve the Kinge. I have in som 
of those billes her endosyd, and moo I will have or 
I depart, and have agen the best stuff I saw yet, and 
more X trust to have. Howbeit by hys own confes- 
sion he made away, thys yere above a C^. plate. He 
ys a great lyar and a gyvelar.* 

I will hensforth deface no Howse unlesse I have 
your or the Kings Grace speciall comaundment. Butt 
then if ther be no Surveyor to do ytt inunedyatly or 
8om suer man to inhabitt the same, the Howsys will 
be so spoylyd as litill profytt will com of them. I 
thowzt I dydd for the beste in defadnge those 
Howses, and have to the Kings Grace use above all, 
dispacchyng of the Fryers, payng ther detts and re- 

•▲bneftD0w,aiiiNad,ft1»llMa. T»jiflobtoMk^iBN.]iitelB. 
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wuding every oon of theniy savyng alto all die cover- 

yng and wallys of the Howses, aswell in ledde, slatt, 
as tyle^ and my chardges of expem horn, and all the 
plate also thorowly savyd hole to the Kings use. 
CC^. and above in gudd gold* And have also savyd 
to the Kings use the best onuonents wher any were 
with all. I will now owt of hand upon All Halon tyde 
send vppe or I execute any of these comnussions last 
sent from your lioordeschippe to me. For I have a great 
dele of gudd plate wiche I wold fayn be dischargyd 
oL Thus I besech your Lordeschipp to take my 
powr meanyng in gudd partt, intending to my Utill 
powr truly to serve the Kings Grace^ and so I dowbt 
nott butt his Mt^estj will accept my doings when his 
Grace knowith what beggarly and crafty merchants I 
have be occupyed with all. And most himible I do 
Aank your gudd Lordeshippe for your gudnes and 
gudd mediation vnto liys most noble Grace for me, 
and shalbe during my hS your assured seruant and 
orator vnto Almyztie Godd long to preserue your 
gudd Lordeshipp with increse of moch honor. At 
Northampton, zzix. Octobris. 

Your most bovndon orator and seruaiit, 

JOHN LONDON, 
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LETTER CCCVni. 

The Earl o/Hert/qrd to the Lord Privy Seal. The 
death of Lord Thomas Howard. 

V A.D. ^ In tlM month of Jvlj, Lord ThoBias Howard, 

yovngett bntlier tolhe Duke of Norfo]k» was sent to liie TWer of 
Londoa Ibr moking a privio oontract of natrimoiiy with the ladie 
Margaret Dongtas, daughter to the Queen of Scots by flie'Earie of 
Angus, aiid neeee to King Heny of England : the said Lord Tho- 
mas was attahit by Pariiament, and also the said Lady Bfaigaret 
Douglas was alter eoBBnitted to the Tower for the aame.*** 

Again, A.D. 1537. " On Alhallowe Even, Lord Thomas How* 
ard, brother to the Duke of Norfolk, died prisouer in the Tower of 
London, and was buried at Thetford ; and then the Lady Margaret . 
Douglas was pardoned, and released out of the Tower.'** 

The reader need hardly be told that Lord Thomas Howard was 
the uncle of T^ord Surrey ; who, in the Sonnet in which he renounced 
his aflfection fur the fair Geraldine, thus alludes to Lord Thomas's 
imprisonment and death s 

" For you yourself doth know, it u not long ago, 

Sith tliat for love one of the race did end hia life in woe, 

lo tow'r both strong and high i for his assured truth ; 
WhaNWinteanbeipentklabraitli,dMl tfa« mon Chs ralh. 

TTiLi gentle beast* so died, whom nothing could removi^ 
Bat wiUingljr to seek his death for Iom o£ hia true fove." 

Ldird Thomas Howard's death did not leooneile Henry to his 
nieoey as the snceeeding Letter to this will show. She was reproved 
fbr entertaining two servantt who had belonged to Lord Thomas: 
"the cause for which she took them was the poverty she saw them 
in, and for no cause else." 

Lady Margaret Douglas was afterwards the mother of Lord 
Danley.^ 



* Stowe, Anntli. Nb. m. . ^ Ihid. 

• Probably alluding to the lion an the Howard Crest. 

<^ In « Book of Fajmenta by the Treasurer of the Household itwfk Candlemas day 
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Ml Lord* I hm schouid the Kings Highnes of 
mi Lord Thomas deth as Mast. Wrisli desirid me, as 
all so mi Ladi his Mothers request for the hering of 
him. His Grace is content sche hath him according 

to your aduis, so that sche hire him with owght pomp. 

Yo^ Lordeshipes louuing iriadf 

E. HERTFORD. 

To the right honerabull mi Lord PreviMUe. 



LETTER CCCIX. 

The Lady Margaret Douglas to the Lord on 

the reirenchmefU of her Hauiehold, and the discharge 

of two servants who had belonged to Lord Tlwmas 

Howard* 

[iii.ooTTOii. YBiPAB. F, zm« 1S8 b. OrigJ} 

My Lord, 

What cawse hawe I to gyve you thanks, and how 
. moche hownd am I vnto you, that be your menys 
hath gotten me, as I trust, the Kyngs Grace ys f&ver 

agene, and besydes that that yt plesyt you to wryt, 
and to gyve me knowleg wherin I myght have hes 

S9H«B.Vin.tollldniiuiiapdAyS8 Hen. VIIL]fS.Aniiidei,Biit Miit.9^^ In 

the 29th Hen. VIII., we have, 

" Item, paid to Thomas Aahe poticaiy hy the Kingia comamidment, certifyed by 
My Lord Fnry Seali letter, for certain medicines by Dr. Cromer and other pheai- 
dona, and by the Poticarye em|doyedfor the relief and epnae wiU m of the hdtt of 
the Lady Marg. Douglas doringe the tyme of hor bdnge in fhe Tower of London, 
and also sins the same, xiiij". ii^*'. 

*' Item, paide to my Lady Margret Douglas, daughter to tb'erie of Anguiahe, for 
thiO laide Lede'a servaunts wnd gentil womens wagis' and bord wagis by the Ungl 

i»^ii»«tiTiilm.imi^ mmf^HmA hj-my Vijvi Bmalmm Imttmrj «thfU. »*- 
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Graceys desplesuer agen, wych I pray owr Lord 
sooner to send me deth then that ; and I assure you, 
my Lord, I wyll never do that thyng wyllyngly that 
shuld oiiend hes Grace. And my Lord, wher as yt 
ys informyd you that I do charge the howse with 
agister nomber then ys coniienyent, I assuer you I 
have but ij. mo then I had in the Court, wych in ded 
wer my Lord Thomas sarvands : and the cavse that I 
tok them for, was fibr the poverty that I saw them in, 
and ffor no cause els. Bvt seyng, my Lord, that yt 
ys your plesuer that I shall kejpe non that ded be 
long vnto my Lord Thomas, I wyll put them fro me. 
And I be seche you not to thynk that eny fancy doth 
remayn in me towchyug hym ; but that all my study 
and car ys how to plese the Kyngs Grace and to con- 
tynv in hys ffaver. And my Lord, wher yt ys your 
plesuer that I shall kepe but a ffew here with me, I 
trust ye wyll think that I can hawe no fewer than I 
hawe : ffor I hawe but a gentyllman and a grom that 
keps my aparell, and a nother that keps my chamber, 
and a chaplean that was with me always in the Court. 
Now my Lord, I be seche you that. I may know your 
plesiir yff you wold that I shuld kep any ffewer. 
Howbed, my Lord, my sarvents hath put the howse 
to small charg, for they hawe nothyng but the revers- 
syon of my bowrd ; nor I do call ffor notliyng but 

• 

that that ys gyven me ; howbed I am very well in- 
treted. And my Lord, as for resort, I promes you I 
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liawe non, except. yt be gentjdwemen that comes to 

ie me, nor never had sens I cam hether ; ffor yff eny 
resort of men had com yt shold nother abecum me to 
a sen them, nor yet to bane 'kept them company, 
beyng a mayd as I am. Now my Lord, I besech you 
to be 80 good aa to g€t my power asairends ^er 
wagys ; and thys I pray owr Lord to preserve you 
both solle and body, 

by her that baa her trust in you, 

MARGRET DOWOLAS. 



LETTER CCCX. 

John London to the Lord Prwp Seah Surrender of 

Friars of Warwick* The greediness of the common 
people every where in plundering the Friare* houses. 

[misc. cobresp. 2 Ser, xxiii. 715. Orig,"] 

In my most humble maner I have me comendyd 
vnto your gudde Lordeschippe acertenyng the same 
that at my beings in Warwjk, in the tyme I receyride 
the surrender of the Fryers ther, thys berar, a very 
honest person, hadde fellyd certen trees in a groye 

* 

behjmde the place, and having sale of them made to 
hym, with moo by the Prior, intendyd to fell and 
cary the same. And fonunnoche as I toke it nott to 

be within the meanyug of the Kings Grace commis- 
sion directyd vnto me ther to determe any lesys or 
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saljs made, I dydde inldbit hjm the felling and 
cariage of any trees ther vntill suche tyme as he hadde 
befor your Lordeschippe declaryd hys bargyn. At 
my being at Warwik thys man, with dyvei^ other the 
honest inhabitants ther, dydd belpe me all they cowde 
to saae euery things butt the power people thorowly 
in erery place be so gredy vpon thees Howsys when 
they be suppressyd that by night and daye, nott 
ocmly of the townys, butt also of the contarye, they do 
contynually resortt as long as any dore^ wyndoo, 
yren^ or glasse^ or lowse ledde remaynythe in any of 
them. And if it were so don oonly wher I goo, the 
more blame myzt be layd to me, butt yt ys vniuer- 
sally that the people be thus gredy for yren, .wyndoes, 
doores, and ledde. In every place I kepe wacche as 
longe as I taiy^ and prison those that do thus abuse 
them selvys, and yet other wiH nott refrayne. My 
sexuant schalbe with your Lordeschipp, Godde will- 
ingy this wekoy with such plate as hytherto I haye 
receyved, wiche bycause yt ys of gudd valor and from 
sondre places browzt to Oidbrd, I thowzt gudd. to 
be dischardgyd of thys or I medelyd with any moo. 
And now^, Godd willyng, I schuU accomplishe the 
test of the Kings Higbnes pleasur and j<f Xorde- 
schipps with all faythfuU diligens to the best of my 
litiU powr. And I besek Ahnyzty Jbs long to pre- 
serve your gudde Lordeschipp with increse of moch 
honor. Oxon, y\ Novembris. 
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The Kings Grace hath a kechyu in bilding at 
Warwik CastelL Ther ys oon loff of. he. fote long 

and more at the Fryers wold serve ther, and the old 
tile ys very gudd^ els all ys old and litill word). 

Yo' Lordeschips most bounden 
Orator and Servant^ 

JOHN LONDON. 

To iny right honorable and most singuler 
gud JLurd, my Lorde of the JL'rivye Seale. 



LETTER CCCXI. 

Letter of PetUion to Lord CromweU from Dr. John 

TregommU. • 

[mx. PAP. OFF. MISC. coRR£SP. 2 Set, xliii. 226. Or^.] 

\^ John TVegoowelly a native of Ooniwall, wit edacated at Oi- 
where he waa admitted LLJ). June aSd, 16SS. In 15S9 he 
waa one of the King's proctors when the King and Queen were 
cited before the Legates at the Black-ftiaia; and lie waa one of the 
ponnael fx the King when tlie final MBtence of divorce waa pro- 
nounced at DnnataUe by Cranmer. For hia aervioe in this last 
bnsinesB a put of liis reward consisted in a pension of forty pounds 
a^year, the resignation of wliich, in 1539, helped to liquidate the 
purchase from the Grown of the site of the House of Milton Abbas 
in Dorsetslur^ together with the churchy be|fry, bellSy and church- 
yard, advowson of the vicarage, manor, and rectory, with the cha- 
pels of Wolland, Lyscombe, and Wydcombe, the tithes of the de- 
mesnes in Milton, Huish, Churchcombe, and a portion of the tithes 
in Milbome St. Andrew, to be iield by Knight's service as the tenth 
part of a Knight's fee, paying yearly 121. Os. 4d. The money con- 
sideration, beside resigning the pension, was a thousand pounds. 
In 1550 he was made one of the Commissioners of the Great Seal 
during the siciuiess of Lord Chancellor Kidi. He was luiighted 
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Oct. Sod, IMS, and in that year sate in Pariiament for Seaibonragh. 
In 1554, lie was Slieriff of the Counties of Dorset and Somerset. He 
died Jan. isth, 15S5, and was interred in the month of February 
ibUowiag at BUltoD. 

Iff hit maje stonde ^th your Mastersbips plea- 

sur to opteyne of the Kyngs Highnes the ferme of 
oon of thes undrewreten Monast^es for your mooast 
bownden Jo. Tregonwell, to be letten to him at & 
convenyent rent, wherbye he maye have some helpe 
towards his levyng, and fyndyng of his wiff and chil- 
drene, your kindnese therin schalbe consyderyde 
with suche rewarde as schall content your Mastre- 
shipe ; and besyda that you schall bynde hiniy and all 
his, perpetually to pray to All Myghty Godde for 
yoor prospeiytye and helthe longe t'endur. 



Byndon . 

Dorchester. 
Breweme 



Wiltes. 

Oxon. 

Oxon. 




Sumers. 



Canonlye 

Polslowe 



Devon. 



Mayden Bradley • 
Ivechirche 



Wiltes. 
Wiltes. 
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LETTER CCCXII. 

John JJario, Dean of the College of Weathury in 
Glaueettershiref to Lord Cromwell, complaimng of 
the violent conduct of Ladf Anne Berkeley. 

[mil. jmo. ooBMtP. % 8er. iii. OS.} 

%• The Lady Anne lierkeley/who forms the chief subject of this 
Letter was a sinj^ular character. She was the daughter of Sir John 
Savaj^e of Frodsham, and berame the second wife of Thomas sixth 
Lord Berkeley. Tiie m;it( h was supposed to have been made by 
Anne Boleyn and Kin^; Heurj' the Eighth. 

Fosbrooke, in his Extracts from Smyth's Lives of the Berkeley 
Family, pp. ISl, 185, says, this Lady Anne, when at any of her 
country hoiues, would betimes, in winter and summer mornings, 
.take her wftlkf to yisit her stable, bames, dayries, poultry, swine- 
troughs, and the like ; which hnswifiry her da»|^ter4iiF]aWy the 
Lady Catherine Howard, wife of tiie Lord Henry her son, aeeniiiig 
to decline, and to hetake herself to the delights of yoothftil great- 
ness, she would some times say to those about l^r, ' By God's 
blessed sacrament, this gay girle will beggar my son Henry/ 

« During some fiunily sqnabUes,** says the same anUior, ** Maorlce 
Berkeley, Nichdas Poynts, &e., and a riotous company of dieir 
servants and odiers, entered Ae park of Lady Anne^ at Yate, and 
having havocked her deere at pleasure, sware, amongst themsdves, 
they would, to fret and damage her the more, set the great hay- 
ricke on fire ; meaning a great rick of hay for winter's provisioo, 
inclosed with a high pale, at the staUe end adjoininge to the hoase^ 
wishing the fire might catch the house, and bnme tb^ lady with her 
werish boy in the midst of it; and 'Then, Maurice,' quoth Giles 
Poyns, -' thou shalt be heire, and we have an end of - all our sutes.' 
There chanced at the ium^ thne another company of hunters to he 
in the same parke, stealing also of this lady's deere, who perceiving 
a stronger pack of thieves than themselves to be in the place, and 
better provided, had drawne themselves secretly for shelter under 
the hay-rick, where, clc^e standing and hearing what was Sidd and 
determined, and fearing to be either descried or burned, presently 
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ran away and fled ; which being perceived by Maurice and his 
. company, and by them thought to be of the Lady's family, and such 
at dM and lier keepers had drawn together, they also, as loth to be 
discovered or taken, fled as fkst; and thus was a great danger pre- 
vented. 

"From this and other aggressions the above Lady Anne fled to 
her old matter King Henry VUI*, who granted her a special Gam- 
mission, nader tfaa Great Seal, to enqolre, hear, and detannine 
theee rioto and other misdemeanors, and made her one of the Gom- 
missionen and of the QnsnMi; whempon she came to Gkooester, 
and there sate on the bendi in the paMiqne SesaifMis»liaI], impa- 
nailed a jury, received evidence, found Sir Nicholas Poyntn and 
Maurice Berkeley, and their follovrers, guilty of divers itots and 
disorden, and fined them ; and hence it is that the conunon people 
in these parts of Yate and Mangotsfield will, with some stiffiiess'of 
opinion, to this day, to the honor of this Lady,, as they suppose, 
maintaine that she was a Jastice of tiie Peace, and sat vrith tliem 
upon the Bench.'* 

The College of Westbury was founded about 1288 by Godfrey 
Gifford, Bishop of Worcester, who, after much opposition from the 
Prior and Convent of his Cathedral, made several churches of the 
patronage of his See prebendal to this of Westbury ; and here be- 
came a College for a Dean and Canons dedicated to the Holy Tri- 
nity. It was afterwards augmented by various benefactions. John 
Carpenter, Bishop of Worcester, sometimes styled himself Bishop of 
Westbury. The House was valued in the 26th Hen. VIII., at 
2321. 14s. O^d, per annum, and wm granted %5 Hen. VIII. to Sir 
Ralph Sadler. 

Plesith it your good Lordship that wher I uppon 

Mihelmas day last past, rydyng toward Gloucett"^, to 
serve the Kyng accordyng to my MOBte bowdea 
douty at lihe Quarter Cessions liolden iher, fownde 
in my sayd jornay, at the Churche Howse of the 
parish of Yate^ in the Counte of Gloucett' afore 
said, wher the Lady Anne Barkley dwellith, divers 
evyll disposed persons, to . the number of xiiij.. 
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playng at the unlawful! and forbydden game of 
tennes at Divine serues tyme in the momynge, who 

at my comynge toward them avoided and fledde a 
way. Neverthelesse* with moche difficulte I gotte 
some of ther names, intendyng at my comyng to the 
Cessions to have sett them forward for ther dew 
ponishment accordyng to the statute in that behalfe ; 
but at my comyng to the said Cessions, ther was 
soche a hande of the sayd Lady Barkleys servaunts 
and retayners, beyng Comon J urers all, as she hath 
no g mi fcll number of soche^ and wer impanneld the 
same tyme in Jures ther, rather to lett then to pre- 
ferre Justice, as I then mistrusted, and as most 
eomonly they use to do. For fere of the same I 
thought it good to differre the settynge forth of the 
said matter the comyng of the Justices of th'as- 
size, wherew* the said Lady Barkley uppon knowlege 
geven to hur of the same, gretly beyng displesed, un- 
charitably rayled with mony sklaunderus and oppro- 
brious words agenst me in the presens of diverse 
gentillmen; wisshyng that the sayd evill disposed 
"persons had beten me? sayng that I shuld have hen 
well beton in dede if she had had knowlege before of 
my comyng thither: and further with thretenynge 
words sayd, the same tyme, that she wolde sytte 
uppon my skyrtes. Sens the wich tyn^e,. accordynge 
to hur thretenynps, at a purchased gaole delyueiy 
holdon At Gloucett', t)ie vj. day of this present 



Digitized by 



ORIGINAL LETTERS 



145 



monjth of November, the said Lady Barkley of 
malice have caused me with diverse of my fiends, 
and senrannts wrongefuUy to be indited by hurre 
said seruants of diuers trespaces. And on of the said 
trespaces is for that I caused on Sir William Norton, 
a priste, more than a yere past, to be attached for 
the kepyng of certen prohibited boks that I founde 
with hym, as Portuces not reformed of the Busshop 
of Romes names, and a boke of Busshop Fysshiers 
for the mayntenans of the sayd Bisshop of Bomes 
pretensed supreme ecclesiaslicall power, wherof Sir 
Nicolas Poyntz and I gave informacous to yo*^ Lord- 
ship, and ye remitted it down to the Shore to he 
determined ther; which matter notwithstandyng it 
was and yet is very notorius, and pregnant evidens 
is of the same, yet by reson the said priste is retayn- 
ing to the sayd Lady Barkley it cowde never be 
fownde to this day. And to declare the rest of the 
trespaces that I am indited of to yo^ lordeship, it wer 
to tedius, the wich if it shalbe your piesure to here. 
Sir Nicolas Poyntz can declare them, to whom I have 
wrytten the hole matter at large ; and thus I make 
an ende, besekyng your Lordship of your lawfull 
ayde, as hitherto I have fownde it a]lwa3rs redy in my 
resonable sevvtes, and in this distresse now that I am 
in, so to provyde for me that I be. not thus lefte in 
tehuke and shame, for doynge the Kyngs Grace trew 
and faithfull service in the ministracdn of Justice, 

TOL. III. H 
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from the mch no injuste vexacdmi can cause me to 

desiste, hauyng- your Lordshipps lawfull favor and 
ayde in that behalf as my speciall truste is in the 
same. Wiytten att Westbuiy College, tiie xij. day 
of November. 

Yo^ Lordshippes bownde orator^ 
JOHN BABLo» Deom there. 

To the right honorable and my singler 
good Lorde, the Lorde Cromwell, 
Lorde Privy Seale. 



LETTER CCCXIIL 

CuMeH Tunetalf Bishop of Durhamf to King Henry 

the FIIL, consoling him for the death of Queen 
Jane Segmour, 

[MS. COTTON. TITUS. B. 1. fol. 121. Orig.^ 

Plesb it .your Highnes to tmderstonde that whei 

now of late it hath pleasyd Almyghty God to take 
unto his mercy out off thys present lyff the most 
blessyd and vertuouse lady your Graces most derest 
wyffe the Uueny's Grace, whose soule God pardon, 
and newys tlieroff sorowful to all men came into 
these parties, sarly it cannot wel be expressyd how 
all men off al degrees dyd greatly lament and mome 
the death of that noble lady and princesse, takyn out 
off thys world by bringinge furth off that noble frute 
that is spronge off your Maiesty and Hii to the gxeat 
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joy and inestimable comforte off al your subjects, 
consideringe withal that thys noble frute, my Lord. 

Prince, in his tendre age interyng in to thys worlde is 
by hir deth leffte a dear Orphan, commendnge therby 
thys miserable and mortal lyffe not oonly by wepinge 
and waylinge, as the misery of maukynde requyryth, 
but also xefEte in the begynnynge off his lyffe from 
the comforte off his most dere moder. Aiid albeyt 
to hym by tendimesse off his age it is not known 
what he hath lost, yet we that do know and fele it, 
have mych more cause to mome, seinge such a ver- 
tuouse Princesse who hath shewyd so grete hope off 
myoh frute to come off hir body, is so sodenly taken 
from us. But thys not withstondinge your Maieste/ 
whom th3rs chaunch mpst towcheth, ^must by your 
hygli wysdom consydere the misery off the mortal 
lyffe off mankynde, which no man bom in thys world, 
prince nor poer man, can excbue, seinge it is the sen- 
tence off Almyghty God, sainge in the begynnjrng 
aswel to the woman, I» dohre paries filios tutti, as 
to the man, and by him to al his posterite, Pukrit et, 
et inpuherem reverteris. In which mortal lyffe who 
so ever is mor vexyd and troblyd, yff he take it pa- 
tiently, ys more accepte to God, and callyd in the 
Scripture thereby blessyd; asit is written in the boke 
off Job, Beatui homo qui eorripUur a Deo, inerepa- 
tionem ergo Domini ne reprobes, quia ipse vulnerat et 

medetuTf percuHi et muftiis ^fus eanaburU, And it 

M s 
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is wxitten in th'epistle off James lykwyse, Beaius vir 
qui mffert tetUatianemf quam auUm evm froba^ 
fuerity accipiet coronam vita. And as S". Paul saith 
to the Hebrewsy It is a suer tokyn that God favoryth 
them as his chyldxen to whom he sendeth adversitei 
saingej QMem enim diligit Dominus ctutigat, fiagellat 
autem cmnem JUium quern redpit* In diteiplina 
perseverate, tanquam fiUjt vobu offwi Deui* Quu 
enim Jilius quern non corripet pater, quia si extra disci" 
pUnam estie, cujui partUsipes faoti euni omneSf ergo 
adulteri et non Jilij estis. And albeyt the discipline 
off adversite be ful off hevynesse for the tyme, yet it 
endith always in yoy, as ther foloyth. Omnie auiem 
disciplina in presenti quidem non videtur esse gaudij 
sed meroriBf peetifa auiem fruotum pacatitemum ex- 
eereitatu per earn reddet jueHeiam. And like as al 
men more do favor those their servaunts that in a 
long viage do sustein more adyersitey so Ahnighty 
God in thys lyfTe, which al is but a viage, for 
as S^. Paul saithy Non habem^i hie manentem 
ddMem sed fkUuram in^urmuiy most aceeptith 
those his servaunts that do sustein most adversite 
patiently, and Paule, consideiynge the instabiUte 
off this world, exhorteth al men to use al things 
therin as trausitoiy and not permanent, both in pros- 
perity and in adwsitey for nedyr off both doth tary, 
but brevely overpasse, sainge, Tempus breve est, reU^ 
quum estf ui qui habeni uaoree^ tanquam non haben^ 
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tei nnti ^ fiein^% tanfuam non Jknies ; et qui 

gaudent tanqtiam non gaudentes ; et qui emunt tan- 
quaath non jaossideates f et qui utuntur hoc mundo^ tan-- 
qucm'non ukmkar; prtsterit enim fgura mundi hujus. 
Then sens prosperite is fugitive and taryyth not, lat 
us not trust to yt ; and sens adversite soon oyeipassetli 
and abydyth not, lat* us not esteme it ; for afiler it 
sustenyd patiently, sure we be that yoy shal succede. 

Consjder, yff it lyke your Maieste, how ofite tymea 
sens your most noble regne began, God hath sent 
you diverse and many times grete ilowinge of prospe- 
rite, and therfor jS Gt)d sun t3rme do send a droppe 
off adversite, sustein yt by your liygh wysdome with 
patient sufferance, as I trust assuredly and dobt not 
but your Hyghnes wyL And assuiyd ye may be that 
God for your so doinge shal hyghly requite yt farre 
beyond your Hyghnes expectation. Grete cities, 
towns, and regions, al peple in them, and princes off 
the same, offte do sustein adversite by cause the hole 
world is alway subgiet to mutabilite; and lyke as 
afft^r lygth succedith darknes, and after somer 
comyth winter, so darknes taryyth not, but lygth 
doth folow ; and winter gyffeth place to the somer 
again; so that I dobt not, but, God willinge, thys 
storme off sorowful season shal by your Maiesties 
wysdome affter a tyme overpasse, and the somer off 
yoyful gladnes shal succede, not oonly to your Graces 
comforte, but to the comforte off al your subgeittes. 
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mjch mornyng at thys tyme in their liaxtes witli 
your Hygfanes. And wher Almyghty God bath 
taken from your Grace to your grete discomforte a 
most blessyd and vertuonse lady, consyder what he 
hath gyffen your Hyghnes again to your comforte 
and to the rejoyse off all us your subgiettes, our 
most noble Prmce,- to whom God hath ordenyd your 
Maiestie not only to be fadyr, but also as the tyme 
now reqtiireth to supply the rowme off a modyr also ; 
so that therby he shal herafiber have doble cause to. 
honor your Hyghnes, as it is not to be dobtyd, but, 
Grod grauntynge hym lyffe, heraffter he wyl doo. In 
whom, in the mean tyme, Almyghty Grod off his in- 
finite mercy graunt that your Grace, puttinge away 
al soroful pensivenesse, may to the comforte off your 
most noble harte longe rejoyce, which shalbe also to 
the hygh comforte off al the subgettes of your Graces 
realme. And sens moumyng can in no wyse amend 
the mater, and thankes gjfSen. to God may sonner 
over blowe thys storme, best shal be to conclude 
with Job, sainge, Dominui dedU Domimu abtitilii, 
tknU Domino placuit ita factum est : sit nomen Domini 
benedictunL God gaff youre Grace that noble lady, 
and God hath takyn hir away ; as it plesyd hym so it 
is dooUj laude be gyffen to hym, and for to consyder 
also, how Job exhorteth by his example al men 
beinge in lyke ease to patience, sainge, Si bona sus^ 
cepimui de manu Dftmini, mala autem quare non sus^ 
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tineamus, which your Highnes, for your great wys- 
dome and lemjiige can mych better consyder then I 
can advertise ihe same, onlesae sorofohieflae for the 
tyine put it out off remeiubraunce. Alinyghty God 
off his infinite mercy giaunt your Grace sj^tual 
CQmforte, and putting away al worldly hevynesse 
ever to rejoyse in hym, who have your Maiesty 
alwaj in his blessyd protection to your hartes desyrei 
with increse off mych honore. From your Citie off 
Yorke^ the xij*** day of November. 

By your Graces most humble subgiettCi servaunt, 
and chapleyn^ 

CUTHBERT DURESME* 



LETTER CCCXIV. 

John Bale to Lord Cromwell, compkMng of Ms suf* 

Jerings and imprisonment for preaching against 
Popery. 

[MS. COTTON. OLEOP. E. iv. fol. 1S4. OHf.] 

GnACB and goodnes from God the fader, and 

from hys sone Jesus Crist, be euer with yow. Amen. 

Be yt knowne unto your Highues (most honorable 
Lorde) that I, John Bale, doctor of dyvynyte, im- 
wurthye, and at the onlye desyr of faythfull Cristen 
menne, late pairysh piyst of Thomdon, in Sothfolke, 
for zele of Godd's wurde, and most faythfull obedi- 
ent love towards my Prince, have not only forsaken 
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my owne welth and plesur, as God and the wcnrlde 
knoweth, but also sufifred poyerte, persecucyon, and 
hate of yll persons for yt, zea^ and at this present 
season soch vylenes, stynke, penurye, colde^ and 
other incommodyes as the preson conteyneth, with 
opprobryose rebuks of my kepars, and opyn shame 
of the worlde. But for as moch as I have e\ } dently 
knowne most rightose iugements to have place in 
20W by the gracyose gyft of God, in hys behalf I in^ 
teyrlye desyr you to waye my por cawse, and hite me 
not for my faythfulnes fare the wurse. The balye 
of Thomdon, whych maketh her ageynst me, ys 
nother Godds frynde, my Princys, nor zowrs, as 
many substancyall honest men in Sothfolke can and 
wuld ako ber wytnes, wer yt not for soch dysplesur 
as thei far to have by my Lorde of Sothfolk, throwgh 
hys thretenyngy zea, and one honest man ys now 
present in the Cyte, which wuld be glad to enforme 
ze of y t^ and also of soch langage as he had of zou at 
L3mcolne, yf yt wuld plese zou to hear hym, with 
whom many honest men schall also wytnes. I wuld 
to God zo' honor knewe of soch doblenes as my 
Lorde Wentworth, Master Edward Crrymston, and 
other wurchypfull men cowde tell zow of hym, wyth 
gyfts and rewards to them whych knoweth not hys 
deuyllysh cawtels. He hath made stronge byldyngs 
ageynst me, and hath grownded them upon lyes, sup- 
posyng through my troble and punnyshment to 
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escape daungers, to have his full plesur, and to accom- 
plysh hys promyse to certayu popish prysts, whych 
bath hyied hym to persecute the tiewth. Of them 
that hath sealed agaynst me, one lyeth bedred in his 
howse, and never harde me preche ; an other sort wer 
at Lyncohie, whan I preched, and hadi sealed only 
upon the wytnes of ther wyves ; sum wer thretened 
to lose the copye londe that thei holde of my Lorde 
of Sothfolke yf thei wnld not wytnes ageynst me ; 
sum for that I rehuked their wyves for unfaythfull 
langage ageynst their prince, sealyd ageynst me ; and ' 
sum of them ar knowne for common perjurs. And 
for a condusyon the mor part of them knoweth not 
ihrowghlye whereto thei have sealed, and thei which 
now knoweth yt wyll not afferme yt. And sens 
Gristmas, ther wer non other mattei^ that thei had 
ageynst me than tfaei 'wnld have clerlye dyschai^ed 
me of hefor honest men, so that I wuld have for- 
saken the towne, and nomor to have cum ther. 
The Artycles whych thei have gadred upon my 
prechyng wer never my sayngs, as I wyll answer he- 
for God ; the whych Artycles thei have twyse altred 
sens the begynnyng. In one maner of style thei left 
them .with my Ixnde Wentworth to examyn me 
npon them, and in an other wurse kynde with Syr 
Vmfraye Wyndfylde, If I have, for want of cownseil 
or dewe cyrcumspeccyon, takyn to moch upon me in 
G odd's cawse and my Princes, zea, whan I have 

H 5 
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harde zo!^ honor, my Lorde of Caunterbery, of Hely, 
of Woreetur, of Salysbeiy^ Saynt Dayid*S| and oth^» 
alaimderoslje reported, I schall be contented hemflter 
to folowe zo' gracyose informacyon. My conscyence 
geveth me that I have nother offendyd God nor my 
Prince, in that I have done. Zet am 1 not so snr 
but I may be disseyiied. Whexfor, I desyr zxf 
gracyose goodnes, if I have offended mor than I can 
perseyve in my self, gracyoslye to ber with myn yg- 
norant blyndnes. And I schall not only endeuour 
my self to amend that ys past, but also applye to my 
uttmost powr, from hens forth, to serve God and my 
Prince vdth mor sobebies. Whoever preseme zow 
in longe helth to contynewe. Amen. 

Yo*^ contynuall orator and bedeman. 

JOHN BALE> PryiU 

To Aft most honorable Tbomaa CnuviMly 
Loide of tho Ptoaye Seale, to our moot 
redowted Prince Kynge Henry the viy. 
of Yogbnd and naaoe. 



LETTER CCCXV. 

Leland, tlie Antiquary ^ to Lord Cromwell; gives a 
eharaeter of John Bale^ and MpUeUi the rei^jOte qf 

him from imprisonment, 

[STAT. PAP. OFF. MISC. OOREESP. XJUi. 594. Origm"} 

Syr, I beseche you most humbely to admitte my 
homble writing at this tyme, seing that the multitude 
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of your waty maters sufBre not me to have conuenient 

accesse on to jou. Doctor Bale, sum tyme a whight 
frere^ and now a secular preesty ys deteined atGxeen- 
wiehe yn the porters waxde, upon certein Articles of 
preching. Wherin I desier yoiur good Lordship, in 
the way of charite, that he may fauorably make his 
purgation, and so to receyue as he hath merited. The 
world is fill of yl tunges, and yl wil can iiot say 
welle. Surely if the man be not Ihore strungly 
cliaunged, ther is in hym leming, jugement, modesty, 
with many other goode qualites, and worthier he 
was, if he be not lately altered, to haue a better for- 
tune then to be a poore paroch preste. His brother 
hath brought up a oertificat, subscribed by the most 
honest menne of the paroch wher he dwelled. And 
as for aum of the articles laide on to him be so folisch- 
that they be worthy no lemed mannes answer. Now, 
my good Lord, the trouthe knowen, I most humbely 
besedie yow^ in the name of good letters, and charite, 
that he may trye h3rm self, and so to receyve as ye 
shaal se the cause to require. And 1 shaul pray yn 
the meane ^rme for yo' prosperitie. At London, the 
XXV. day of January, by your poore louer and ser- 
uantt at comaundement, 

JOHN tETLAND. 

To the right honorable and my singular 
good Lorde, my Lord of the Priuy 
Seale. 
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LETTER CCCXVL 

Robert Devereux to the Lord Privy Seal; emtmeroHng 
the Friaries, qf which he had taken possession. 

[ibid. S Ser. m, 117. Orig.^ 

My singular good Lorde, in my Inimelj maner, 

plesethe yt your Lordshipe to understande that sithe 
I was with you laste I have leceyued in to my handis 
to the Kingis use, the Blacke Freres in Dimstabeill, 
the Greye in Ware, the Grey in Bab well, the Grey 
in WaLnngham, the JBlack and White in Norwich, 
the Blacke, the White, and the Grey, in' Yarmonthe, 
the Austen in Goileston, the Blacke and Grey in 
Dunwich, the Ansten in Oxforde, the Blacke and 
.White in Ipsewich, the Austen in Clare, the Grey in 
Colchester, the White in Maldon, and the filacke in 
phemsforde. The more parte of these, the substans 
before my cuiniug was couweid and gone; sum 
sollde, snm.stoUen* and sum pl^^eid; so that litill 
was lefte, neither in plate, leade, nor other imple- 
ments. Yet, so I have ordereid them, that bothe 
plate and leade ys cum to lighte, so that yt ys col- 
lected to the Kingis use, and sum thinge more as by 
myne accownteis yt shall appere* Sithe that I re* 
ceyueid these Convents I have be in Langley, and 
putte owte the freres ther, and taken an inventory 
of that Howse, and cauaeid preisars to pryse all, and 
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browthe the plate to the Eingia use ; as that I have 
don other, so that Howse ; I have the order of yt in 
my hands, trusting in your good Lordshipe that ye 
will helpe that I shall have yt with the profeteis 
during my liffe ; for withowte yt I maye dispciide no 
peny to life with. And that litill that I had of my 
frindisy meche of yt I have spehte ther. 

My good Lorde, theis xij yeris, ye have ben my 
singular helpar» and I labor to non but yo*^ Lorde- 
shipe^ yet I here that ther ys labor for that Howse by 
on of the Xingis chamber ; and yf y t shallde by his 
Grace be graunteidy for lacke of sute before made for 
me, yt war to my utter ondoing. Werfor, my good 
Lorde, for Goddis sake, have pitey on your true and 
feithfull seruante that ys glade to do the servis that 
he can to the uttermost of his powre, bothe for the 
King's hyethnes plesure and profite, and also for 
yower, and ever will do to heis liveis ende. I am 
cownselleid to tarey and folowe my sute for the same, 
but yf that I have your favor in yt, I will streite in 
to Kente and Sussexe to receyve all those Howseis to 
the Kingis use before Christmas ; for thei have wretin 
to me that excepte I cum before Christmas thei muste 
sell the tile and lead of their Howseis, for other 
thingis thei have non ; and sum of them have soUde 
allredey bothe leade and Howseis as I here saye. 

And yf eny more Howseis be in Ynglond to dis- 
charge streithe after Christmas, I will discharge them. 



Digitized by i^OOgle 



158 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 



and not retume to London till I have don aU. But 

for Gods sake late me have sum comforte for my 

Howse before that I shall departe after Christemas: 
and I praj you late non medeiU ther but X for the 
Kings Grace. I tmste to see that js ther, bothe 
leade and other, saveid and ordereid to the Xingis 
profite so well as eny man els. And yf that I knowe 
your plesure all the leade ther shall be in stablois in 
Christinas tyme, the which will be wexy mete for 
the More*: for I here say that thei carey leade 
thitlier iij tymes so farre as that ys. My good 
Lorde yo' plesure in these my suteisi so that y t maye 
be to my comforte, and that I msye departe in to 
Kentte, for Christemas ys nere. 

. Your fey thefuU servauntt and trewe orator. 

RICHARD D£V£R£UX. 
To my singular good Lorde Crura well, 
Lorde Preuey Seale, thifl delyver. 



LETTER CCCXVIL 

Richard Layton to the Lord Frivy Seal. Cornea to 

BamweU Prwry^ near Cambridge* DeUvere a 

Charge in the Chapter-house of the Priori/, to qmet 

pubUo excOemefU. fFfSstaere Priory in Norfolk. 

{mo, ooEHBtP. Ser, xz. S6t. OrigJ] 

%• Cromwell's opinion of the Prior and Convent of Westacre 
seems to have been somewhat difiereot from that of his Visitor. 

■ The More was a manor of the King's, at Rickmeretworth, in Hcrtfovdihifet 
«B ■ecountof it in the FintSenes of these Letten, vol. L p. 877, note. 
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William Wingfield, the last head, was Prior in 1526. He sub- 
scribed to the King's supremacy in 1534, and with eight of his monies 
surrendered his Priory to the King, January 14th, 29tli Hen. VIII. 
At tfie DiBsolution he received a pension of 402. per annum, and was 
liYug in lff$5. He became Rector of Bumham Thorpe in Norfolk, 
in King Edward tlie Sixth's reign, and was a married priest* 
* In tiie Gmapoidiiiai Gompertomm Prior Wingfild and twdre of 
liiB monies are accosed of moot flagrant acta of incontinency ; bot 
tiie pensions granted to the Prior and a«feral of these very persons, 
indicate the statement to have been ontme. There could hare been 
no necessity under such oircomstanoes to have bestowed rewards 
when tlie CooTenl was soppressed. * 

Hit may please your Lordesbipe tobe advertiaecle 
that at my cumyng to Barnewell Priorie on xij*** 
'Evjn, hit was immediatly brutede ia Gambrige that 
the Priorie shiilde be evyn then suppressede, and 
that I wolde go from thens to Ely and to Byzye, and 
suppres 'wbeie so ever I came^ and that the Kings 
Highnes was fully determynede to suppres all 
Monaateries, and that M^ Sothewell and I -were 
sent into Northfooke only for that purposse : which 
brute to stope, and to satisfye the people^ I wente 
with ecKpedition to th^Abbajrs and PrioreS) callyng 
unto me all suche gentilmeu and honeste men as 
were nygh Inhabitans there, and opynly in the 
chapitre house comaundede and chargede th* Abbotts 
and Priors with their Conyentts^ in the Kings be* 
halffe^ that they shulde not in no wysse, for fere of 
any suche brute or vayne babullyng of the people, 
w^te, diatroyoi or spoile ther woodds, nor sell ther 

■ Blomef. Hilt. Nocf. iv. 751. 
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plate or Jewells of ther Churche, or morgage, or plege 
any parte or parcell of the same for any suche intent ; 
nother late oute ther grayngeis, pasturs, or glebe, 
ever retaynede in ther hands for majntenauce of ther 
House and Hoapitalitie ; . nor to make excesse <^ 
fynes, renewyng evere mannes leasse to one htmdrethe 
yere that was wyllyng therfore to sewe ; nothei they 
shuMe not sell or alienate ther londea and revenewys 
nor diminishe ther rentts, nor sell any maner, porcion, 
pension^ quite rent, or any auche lyke appertaynyng 
to ther Monasterie. And finally to aaye evere thyng 
in the sanie state as they have done always heretofore 
and as they of right be bownde ; and not to gyve any 
eredite to the vayne babullyng of ihe people, and 
whatsoever they were that persuadede them tomake 
'any suche . alienation or salle: allegeyng that the 
Kyng wolde suppresse them and all other religiouse 
howsesi and that better hit shulde be for them 
tomake ther hands betjrme then to late. All suche 
personnes, what so ever they were, whether they 
were knyghtes, gentilmen, or yeomen, or of the 
meane and buyssyste sorte, they were gretly tobe 
blamede, and in ther so doyng utterly sklauuderede 
the King ther naturale Soveraygne Lorde and our 
most graciouse Prince. I willede them therfore that 
frame thens forthe they shulde innowyse .beleve any 
suche babuUers of what astat or degre so ever they 
were ; and in casse they were villaynnes and knaves • 
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^hat 80 wMb reporte, I comaunded th* Abbotts and 

Priors to set them in the stokks. If they were gentil- 
men-that then thej shulde certifye your Lordeshipe 
and other the Kings moste honorable Cownsell of 
ther reportts and words immediatly withoute delay, 
evyn as tbey wolde answer in that behalf at ther fur- 
ther parell. This digression therfore hath sumwhat 
hynderede us for Westeacie, wiche if I shulde not have 
spede before the dissolution of the same, the rumor 
wolde have so gretly increassede in the hedds of the 
comon people, that surely all 'Abbots and Prions 
wolde have made fowle shyffts before we cowlde have 
' made full expedicion, and all finisshede at Westeacre. 
Tour oomandemente therfor gjven unto* me in your 
galerie in that behalff, was muche more weyghtye 
then I at that tyme jugede or supposede, or wolde 
have belevede yff I hade not sene the veraye expe- 
rience theiofl 

Nowe for Westeacre, what uutrewthe and dissimu- 
lation we fynde in the Prior, what falsehode in fals 
knaves emongist the Covent, what briberie, i^ile, 
And ravyne with craffty colours of bargannes con- 
trivide by th*ynhabitantts, hit were to long to wiyte. 
But for a conclusion all ther wrenches, wyles, and 

• 

gyles shall nothyng them prevaile, and so, Gode will- 
ing, we shall serve the Ring trewly, and, as I truste, 

ftilly satisfy e th''expectation of faith efulnes tliat yowre 
Lordeshipe hath conceyvede in us : and thus I pray 
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Gode looge to continewe your Lordeshipe in helthe 
with hononre. From Westeacre, xviij. Januarij. By 

your Lordeshippes most humble to comaunde, 

RICHARD LATTON9 JPte»t$. 

To the rifkt hononbto and mj ringiiler 
gioode Loid«^ mj Lorde Prirej SmIs. 

• 

L£TT£R CCCXVIIL 

Itoger Taumtkend to the Lord Pri/oy Seal. I%e 

Punishment of a poor Woman who devised a Mi' 
raele of our Lady of Walnngham. 

[IBID, a 8er. xlUi. 19S. Orig,] 

Plbase itt your good Lordfihipp to be averlysed 
that tfaer was a pore woman of Wellys besyde Wal- 

syugham, that iniagyned a f alee tale of a Myracle to 
be doon by the Image of our Lady that was at Wal* 
syngham syth the same was brought from thens 
to London; and upon the tryall therof, by mj 
examynacon from one person to an other, to the 
nomber of vj. persons, and att last cam to her that 
she was the reporter thero^ and to be the yery auc- 
tour of the same, as ferforth as my consciens and 
perceyvyng cowd lede me ; I commytted her theifor 
to the warde of the constables of Walsyngham. The 
next day after, beyng markett day, ther I caused her 
to be sett in stokkes in the momyng, and aboute iz. 
of the clok when the seyd markett was fullest of 
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people, wyih a papir aett aboute her hede» wieten 

wyth thes wordes upon the same, A reporter of falce 
taletf was sett in a carte and so caiyed aboute the 
markett stede and other stretes in the town, steyng 
in djrvers places wher most people assembled, yong 
people and boyes of the town caslyng snowe balles 
att her. Thys doon and executed, was brought to 
the stokks ageyn, and ther sett till the markett was 
ended. This was her penans ; for I knewe no h^we 
otherwyse to ponyshe her butt by discrecon ; trust- 
yng itt shall be a wamyng to other lyght persons in 
suche wyse to order them self. Howe be itt, I can- 
not perceyve butt the seyd Image is not yett out of 
sum of ther heddes, I thought itt conTenyent to 
auertyse yo"^ Lordshipp of the tjrouth of thys mater, 
lesse the reporte therof comjng in to many mennys 
mouthes myght be made other wyse than the trouth 
was. Therfor X have sent to your Lordshipp by 
Bichard Touneshend the said examynaoon. Thus 
I beseche Allmyghty Jhu euermore to have your 
good Lordshipp in hys best preseivacon. ■ Wreten 
the xx^ of January. 

Humbly at your comande^ 

ROOEB TOUNBSHBND, 

To the ryght honorable and my ryght 
synguler good Lorde, my Lorde 
Pryyy Seale. 
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LETTER CCCXIX- 

Michard Layion to Secretary CromweU, how Christ^ 

church, Canterbury, and St, TJiomas's Shrine had 
almost been burnt. Prior of Dover, Priories of 
Lottffdon and Folkttone, 

[ibid. 2 Ser» xx. 260.] 

Pleasit your goodnes to understonde that this 
Saterday, at nyght» I came to Canterberie to Chxist 
Chiiiche ; at one of the doke affter mydnyght, one of 
my servands callede me up sodenly or elk I hade bene 
brent in my bede. The gzet dynyng chambie callede 
the Kyngs logeyng where we suppede, and wheras 
the. Bisshop of Winchestre lay the day before I came, 
was aodenly fierede by sum fierbronde or snoff of 
sum can dell that fyrste sett the risshes in fier. My 
aerrands lyyng nygh to the saide logeyng were almost 
diokede in ther bedds, and so callede me, and anone 
afiter I fowsde a bake dore oute, callede up the 
howse^ and sent into the towne for helpe, and before 
ladders and water cowlde be gottyn that gret logeyng 
was paste, recoverie, and so was the chamber wheras 
I lay. Thre chambers onely is brent, callede the 
new logeyng or the Kyngs logeyng; 'the gabuU ynds 
of the howse made of stronge bryke keppede in the 
fier from the howsy^g adjoyned with heipe of men. 
So that ther is no herme done but in that logeyng. 
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Asson as I hade sett men to sqwenche and to labor, I 
went into the Churche, and ther taiiede continew* 
allj, and sett monks with bandoggs to kepe the 
Shryne, and put the sexten in thd revestre ther to 
kepe the jewellsy and I walkede continewally in the 
ChuTche above ; and sett monks in eveiie qwarter of 
the Churche with candills, and sent for tli'Abbot off 
Saynt Angostins to be ther withinne in a redines ^o 
have taken downe the Shryne, and to hare sent all the 
Jewells into Saynt Augustins; but as it chaunced, 
there is no herme done more then thos iij. chambers. 
No plate nor nothyng loste. If I hade not taken that 
order for spoile within the Churche, ther wolde have 
bene harme done. Suche beddyng as was caste 
abrode in the cloistre or other placess were convayede 
away and imbeseled by poire fookks wiche came 
rather to spoile then to helpe. And this is to adver- 
tise you onely of the £er. 

The Prior of Dover and his monks be evyn as other 
be, but he the worst. • ♦ • ♦ • ther is none, for 
they nede not, they have no lake of women. Th'Ab* 
bott of Langdon passethe all that ever I knew in 
profounde baudrie ; the dronkynest knave lyvyng. 
All his chanons be evyn as he is, not one spavke of 
vertu emongist them ; arant baudy knaves every man. 
The Abbot causede his Chapelaine to take an hore, 
and instigate hym to hit, browght hir up into his own 
chambre, toake one of his fedeibedds off his owne 



Digitizoa by Li(.)o^le 



166 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 



bede, and made his chapelaines bede in the inner 
chamber, within hym, and ther causcde hym. to go to 
. bede with his hore that th*Abbott hade proyidett for 
h^^n. To reherse you tlie hole stone, hit war to 
long and to abhominable to here. The howsae is in 
litter dekaje and will shortly fawle donne. Ye must 
neds deposse hym and sodenly sequestrate the £rutts^ 
and take an inventarie of the goods. Te can do no 
lesse of justice. I have pronownoede hym perjurede 
ex muUit capitibus pena reservata unto yowe. What 
ye will I shall further do in the pr^oaisses by this 
bringer my servant I pray yow sende me yo*^ deter- 
minat pleasur* This- Abbay, callede Langden, is iij. 
myles from Cant^berie. If hit be your pleasure I 
shall with spede ryde bake and therin do what ye 
shall comande me. 

Ther is an other Priorie caUed Fowlstone x, or xii. 
myles from Canterberie, wherin is but the Prior, a 
monke sike • • • * : The saide Prior hath the 
same Priorie by institucion of niy Lorde of Canter- 
berie removibil ad nnUum, Therof my Lorde Glyn* 
ton pretendith to be founder, but the Kyng is surely 
founder. Ther is the Parishe Churche appropriat to 
the saide Priorie, that Churche with the glebe londe 
is the hole revenews wiche holly amountith to lxx*>., 
wherof the Prior hath x^i. in pecunm. So the 
Priorie is Ix^. The valew of the benefices xllS., 
and xx*i. the glebe. The said Priorie wa^ fyrste a 
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Nonrie, then a Parsonage^ mth tbis Vicar indewyde. 

After tliat ther was a Blake Monke Bisshope of 
Cant* and when the Paisbn departede he made hit a 
Priorie, and institute a Blake Monke. Nowe the 
Howse is in utter dekay. Ther is no dorter, fratre, 
doistiie ; one hale, one chamber, and a kechyng, with 
a little parlor under the grownde. No house mete , " 
for a Monk or two 5 the Pnors Monke ***** 
the Prior hymself was an apostata, and cam theder 
as a run agate. His Monk is a Monke of Cant* Hit 
were beste to sende the Prior home wheras he was 
professede, and to punishe hym for his apostacie. 
His Monke ^ ^ ^ * to be sent home to Canterberie 
agayne. A few catel he hath, but howssolde stuff 
ther is none. The barnes be well replenished with 
come. If ye will I shall deposse hym^ as I cannot 
se but ye muste, let me know your pleasure. The 
saide Priorie wilbe a good parsonage with a Vicar, 
indewede, as hit hath bene here tofore. If ye wiU 
make the Kyng patrone as right is, and geve hit me 
for a parsonage, I will dispache the Prior to his. 
clostre. What your pleasure shalbe in this also, hit 
may please you to certify me by this bringer, my 
servant. I am informede that this Prior hath muche 
money, to serche and sequestrate I wolde, 

Yo' assurede servant, 

To the right honorable Mr. Thomas BICHARDB LAYTON. . 
Cromwell, cheffe Seeretarie to the 
Ryugs Uyghnes, vr^ spede. 
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LETTER CCCXX. 

Qeojffrey Chamber to the Lord Privy SeaL The ex^ 
pasure of the Image called the Rood of Grace, 

[iBtD. 2 Ser, V. 210.] 

Mt singler goode Lorde, my dutye xemembrede 
unto your Lordeshipe this shalbe to aduertise the 
same that upon the defacyng of the late Monasterye 
of Boxley, and pluckyng down of the Images of the 
same^ I founde in the Image of the Koode callede 
the Roode of Grace, the whiche heretofore hath 
beene hadd in greate veneracion of people,* certen 
ingynes and olde wyer, wyth olde roton stykkes in 
the baeke of the same, that dyd cause the eyes of fke 
same to move and stere in the hede thereof lyke unto 
alyvelye thyng; and also the nether lippe in lyke 
wise to move as thoughe itt shulde speke ; whiche, so 
famedy was not a little straunge to me and other that 

• 

was. present at the pluckjmg down of the same, 

whereupon the Abbott heryng this brut dyd thether 
resortCi whome to my litle witt and conyng, with 
other of the olde Monkes, I dyd examyn of their 
knowleg of the premisses ; who doo def kre themselff 
to be ignorante of that same. So remyttyng the fur- 
ther of the premisses unto your goode Lordshj^e 
whan they shalle repayer unto London. Neverthe- 

• In a book of PajmenU by the Treasurer of the Housebold, 1 to 4 Hen. VIII. 
(Addit. MS. Brit. Muc. 7001. An. 1. 1610>, m ntd, "Jlllj S^. FflV thft KlKO'S 

cifiing at the Hood qf Grace, 6t. 6d." 
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lesse, the sayd Abbott is sore seke, that as yett he is 
nott able to come. Further^ when I hadde seene 
this straunge sight, and consideryng that th*inhabit- 
aunce of the Cuntre of Kent hadde in tjme past a 
greate devocion to the same, and to use oontynuall 
pilgramag tliither, by th'advise of other that wer 
her withme, dyd convey the sayd Imag unto Mayde- 
ston this present Thursday, then beyng the markett 
day, and in the cheff of the markett tyme dyd shew 
itt openly unto all the people ther beyng pvesent, to 
see "die fiilse^ crafty, and sottell liandelyng therof, to 
the dishonor of God, and illusion of the sayd people, 
whoo, I dare say ihatt if in due the sayd late Mo- 
nasterye were to be defaced agayne (the Kyng*s 
Grrace not offended) they wold aither plucke itt down 
to the grounde, or ells bume itt, ffor they have the 
sayd matter in wonderous detestacion and hatred, as 
att my repayer unto your good Lordeshipe, and biyng- 
yng the same Image with me: wherupon I doo 
somewhatt tarrye, and for the further defacyng of 
the sayd late Monasterye, I shall declare unto youe. 
And thus almyghty Jesu preserve youe to hys plesure, 
with good liff and long. Att Maydeston the vij^'' 
day of Februarye. Yo" most bounden, 

JEFFRAY CHAMBER. 

To the right honorable and hys singler 
goode Lord, Lorde of the Preuy Seale, 
be thes delyuered. 

\0L. III. I 
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LETTER CCCXXI. 

Thanuu Puyneli to the Lord Fnvy Seal, certifying 

the suppression of the Friars' Houses at Boston, and 
how necessary the application of some qf the mate' 
riah was^for ihe repair of the Haven and Town 

there, to save the King's money, 

[ibid, a Ser. mii. 216. OHir.] 

Right hoi^orable and mj good Lordei my du^e 
remembred. Please yt your honorable Lordshipp to 

knowe that the Vycetor hathe bene with us at Boston^ 
andhathe suppressed all our Efeers Howses, and in as 
muche as my dutye is, beyng the Kyng's oflicer, to 
certyfy the Kyng, or ellys your Lordshipp, what is 
most expedy ent and necessarye for to repayer, redefy, 
and byuld Iiis Graces tenements, staythes and see- 
banks within the say dtowne; and consydeiyiig howe 
baxron our Guntre is boihe of stone, tymber, and tyle, 
and moreover howe chargeable the caryage of the 
same wilbe» if his Grace shuld be constrayned to by 
ytt ; therfore I advertyse your honorable Lordshipp 
that the stone, tyle, and tymber of the forsayd 
Howses is very apt, mete, and necessarye, for Ins 
Grraces purpose in this behalf, and shall save his 
Grace muche monye, wichehis Grace shuld dysburse 
if his Highenes be determynyd to make repayer, 
wiche of very necessite had nede to be done- in the 
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b^innyng of this yere^ bothe for the savegaxd of the 
towne and the cuntre, wiche suerly, if shorttely re- 
medy be not fibund, it is lyke to putt a grete part of 
the lowe parts of HoUoiid in grete dawnger and 
jeoperde. I have dyverse and sundry tymes com- 
playned unto the counaeli of Bichemond ffee^ and also 
to the Siirveor generally accordyng as was your 
Lordshipp comaundement, neverthelcs remedy as yet 
have we none at theyr hands. Wherfore I esteme 
if by yo*" Lordshipp procurement spedy remedy be 
not had for the lepayring of the decayes aforesaid^ in 
processe of small tyme there is lyke to be utter deso- 
lacyon of all his Graces lands within the sayd towne, 
wiche lyethe hooly in howssing, except onely ffyve 
mark in pasture ; and suerly if thise decayse shuld 
styll be suffired, it wuld be the very meue whereby 
his Graces Custome dayly shuld decay. Wherfore 
if it wuU please your lionorable Lordshipp to stay the 
lymber^ yron» and stone of the sayd Howsses for the 
purposes above rehersyd, your Lordship myght save 
the King a grete dele of monye, and deserve of the 
towne immortale memoiye ; who dothe dayly make 
exclamacyon vppon me, thinkyng that I lyttyll doo 
tender the comodyte and welthe of his Gbraces towne. 
Wherfore I humble requere your Lordshipp to lett 
me knowe yo"^ Lordshipps pleasure concemyng the 
premysses wiche thing done I shall indevor my silf 
withe all dyligence to accomplice your comaunde- 

I 2 
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menty as knowitk our Lord who long presenre your 
honorable Lordshipp in the £hvor of God and onr 
Kyng. Datyd at Boston the xxij^ day of Februarij. 
I humble deayer your Lordshipp off pardone in as 

muche as my dutye was to have cume vpp my alf : 
but the berer hereof can certefj your Lordshipp the 
veiy cavse wiche is resonable. 

By yo' servaunt vnder the Kyng, 

THOMAS FAYNELL. 

To tlie right honorable Lord Cramwell, 
Lord Prery Seale. 



LETTER CCCXXII. 

Richard Ryche to Lord Cromwell. Survey of Abing- 
don Manoitety in Berkshire, where the King thought 
of fixing a Meeidenee. State of, and particulars 

relating to, the Town of Abingdon, 

[ibis. 8 Str. zix?i. S16. Orif .] 

After my right hartie recommendadons this 
shallbe to aduertyse your Lordshyp, I, and other 

of the King's ofiycers, ben at tliis present tyme at 
Abyngdon, and haye withe dehberacion vyewde 
and seen the state and plytte of the sayd late Monas- 
terye, with the buildyngs and decaye asewell of the 
same as of the Towne there. Requyryng your 
Lordshyp to sygnyfye to the Kynges Majestye that 
moste parte of the Howses of office thereof ben 
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moche in ruyne and decaye excepte the Churche, 
wbiche assuredly ys a great and goodly thyngy well 
reparyd. And, as concernyng the Abbotts lodgyng, 
I tbynke yt not lyke for an habitacion for the 
Kynges Majestie onles bis Higbnes will there ex« 
pende great treasure. And as I and other can judge 
nbo grounde thereaboute on the Northe Estesyde to 
be coDYenyently imparkyd for the Kyngs dysporte 
and pleasure onles yt shulde re tome moche to the 

bynderannce of tyllage nere the tofwn; nether on 

the Sowthe-syde onles his Grace imparke moche of 
the beste medowe on the Sowthe^yde of Themmes 
wbicbe shulde take awaye the medes wherby the 
towne of Abyngdon beyng well replenyshed withe 
people shulde decaye : moste humbly besechyng his 
Grace to sende suclie of his masons, carpenters, or 
Giber devysers of bis Graces workes to apoynt and 
l3rmytt what parte of the Churche, cloyster, dorter, 
Chapter bowse, f&ayter, shalbe defaced. I thynke a 
greatt parte therof maye be defacyd, and yet suffyr- 
cyent lefte to the Kyngs contentacion ; besechyng you 
to sygnyfye to the Kings Majestye that the Town 
ys sore decayed, and lyke dayly more to decaye onles 
provysyon there be made to sett the people on worke 
to drape clothe, wberby undowghtydly bis Grace 
shulde moche contente the people and inhabitaunts 
thereaboughty wbiche assurydly ben a greatt nomber. 
Sygnyfying to yow also there ys a certen clothe 
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maker, callyd Tuckar, dwellyiig in Burtheforde, 
wbich bathe leqayzyd me to adrertjw the Kyngs 
Magestye yf his Grace wyll leatt to hym too fullyng 
mylles now decayed, the fflott gats, the ffyaahyng, 
and a ianae callyd the Bye, for such xents as they 
shalbe surveyd with a convenyent howse mete for 
his occupadoii, a%zmyiig to me . he wyll bestowe 
wykely duryng hys lyff in wages to clothe maken in 
the seyd towne a C* marks sterlyng, whiche shuld 
moche inxydie ihe towne, and kepe the people from 
idlenes. And hereyn His Magestye shulde moche 
content the inhahytaonts^ asserteynyng yow that 
wee travayll contynually in surveying the possets- 
yons^ whereby aperythe as wee can yett fynde noo 
encrease* but rather kepethe the sate of the tenthe 
or under, the cause why wee shall declare to 3row, 
praying your Lordshype to commande Yaughanne 
to sende downe capacytyes for theis peisones whose 
names ben in a Sedule hereyn oiclosed ; moste in- 
tyerly desyrying your Lordshyp to advertyse me by 
your lettres of the Kyngs pleasure hereyn, whiche I 
shall withe all diligence accomplyshe to my moste 
bounden duetye. My Lorde, wee iacke many Books 
of Aooompts, Court Rolls, and Rentalls, whiche are 
supposed to be in the custodye of Button, whom I 
requyre yow to sende down to th'entent I maye have 
some knowledge of hym. He hath informed me that 
the possessyons of Abyngdon are worthe clerely 
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M^.Mi*MtJ)/ nuu^ whiche I wolde be xyght gladd 
to knowe.^ And iherfoir I liartely desyre your Loid- 
shyp to send hym downe withe spede, besechyng 
your Loidabyp to temembie my byll for Schobii7ye> 
whicbe ys maryshe gronnde, and ever in jeoperdy of 
snrrowndyng, and but of the cler yexly value of 
xxxK hesyd the yerly xeparacyona there* And if 
yt myght be sygned nowe, ye bynde nic hercyn as ye 
have doon in many thynga to owe to yow my pore 
harte and prayer, withe suche otiier eomodytie a^ 
shall reste in my lytyll powar. Also M'. Baker, the 
Kyngs Attorney, requyxyd me in your name to putt 
my hande to Yaa byll concemyng the Kyngs moste 
giacyous gyfte to hym, beyng not above the clere 
yeAy vatue of zl^. byajd the reparaciona, wherunto 
I have putt my hande, and lefte the same with 

Hennage, comandyng my clerke that when 
Hennage dyd smde the bills to tli'Auaten Fryers, 
that then my seyd clerke shulde with spede convey 
the same byll to your good Lordshyp : whiche I dowte 
not but imedyatly after the f^gnyng therof shalbe 
sent to yow. 

Sythens the wzytyng of the premysses, thys mom- 
yng, I have reoe3rved a lettre, and for ase moche as I 
perceyve therby that M^ Plobert Sow the well, by the 
Kings comandement, shortly prooedethe to Northe- 

* tiMNuwd Sv8 hmdnd* 
Spedl a^i tiM giM nvom of tUa Montlay »oQnt0d to SNSi. S«. 
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hamton to mmey Saynte Andrewes, whom I hadd 
a poynted withe M'. Treasorer in my absens to here 

the declaracion of the particular Accompts. I eutende, 
onlee yo' good Lordshyp shall adyertyse me of the 
Kyngs pleasure to the contrarye, to resorte to London 
with spede^ and to leave Danyster and M^ Can- 
dyshe to fynyshe the leste of the Suivey. And so 
to bryng upp suche plate and other ornaments as ben 
at Abyngdon of the Kyngs: and as for any stu£^ 
implements of howsolde, and cataU, wee fynde there 
lytyll or noone: but all ys dely vexed to the late 
Abbott and relygyons personeSi 

I entende to make and seall to the late Abbott, 
Prior, and other Monkes, their pencions, acoordyng 
to the sommes wi3rtten in the booke delyueryd to 
me by the Commyssioners, onles the Kyngs pleasure 
shalbe to the contrarye/ 

And thus I moste hartely comytt yow to the 
tuycion of the Holy Goste, who kepe you in honor 
and helthe to your gentill contentadon. £^rom 
Abyngdon this present zxij^ day of Febmarii. 

Your owne assurydly, 

BTC»A&D RTCHE, 

• The Inirtniment by which the Penauma were SMigned to the Abbot and Monka 
of AbiBidfla iMfeaateoBtte fBDowiBg day, Feb.9S»a9H8B.VIU. SeeWOKa, 
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LETTER CCCXXIIL 

Dt, London to the Lord Privy Seal, entreating for 
tome of the amamenis and vestments, late belonging 
to the stqipressed Monastery of Abingdon, to he sent 
to the College in WaUingford Castle of which 
he was Dean. - 

[niD. 9 Str. zxtii. 710. Orig.'\ 

%• One or two pmioas Letters have already made the reader 
•eqnainted with Br, London. He 'was very actife In promoting tlie 
Befbnnttiony and was one of the Commissioaeri appdnted liy King 
Henry Ihe £iglith to ezamine into tlie state itfBeligioiis Houses. 

One fact is mentioned ki the Letter before the reader, which the 
Editor believes is not elsewliere lecorded, that Henry the Eighth 
''did within these eight years past" (that is about 1530) ''build 
nearly tlie whole College" of WaUingford, " in manner aU, as well 
the Deans as the Priests and Clerk's lod^^ngs." 

In mj most humble maner I have me coinendjd 
TDto your gudde Lordeshippmth mjaagiiiede prayer 
and boundon servys during my lifT. In lyke bumble 
maner^ thanking your Lordeshipp for all your many- 
folde goodness schewyd unto me and to my fiynde 
your Abbott of Osney, by whose preferment your 
Lordeshipp hatha nott oonly don a great benefytt to 
that ruynose Monastery and the brethem tber, butt 
also to the hole town and contry abowt Oxibrd. 

Having no other refuge to sew imto, saving oonly 
yow, my most singuler gudde Lorde, am at thys pre* 
sent tyme an 1mm ble sutar for the Kings Grace and 
my Lorde and Patrone our Princes Coiledge in hys 
Grace is caatell at Walingforde) wber it pleasyd hys 

I 5 
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Maiestye of hys most benign gudnes to make me 

hys servant and Dean. Tbys Colledge wasse fyrst 
foundyd hj the most noble of memory Prince £d- 
warde, eallyde the Blacke Prince, and by the Lorde 
Edmonde, som tyme Duke of Cornwall, and by them 
and by the most noble and excellent of memory the 
Kings Ghrace father Kinge Henry the vij"*, indewyd 
with londs for the mayntenance of a Dean, vj. Prests, 
▼j. ClarkBy a Decon, and iiij, choristars. Every mans 
portion dewly payde, very litill remaynythe to here 
other chardges of that Chapell, wherbye suche orna- 
ments as thees noble fomiders gaye unto that Chapell 
do oonly reniaync, very olde and dyuers of theui past 
mending. The Kings Grace of hys most tendre 
benyvolens bom to that hys Grace and our most 
noble Princes Colledge dydde within thees viij. yeres 
past bylde newly the hole CoUedge, in maner alls 
aswell the Deans as tbe Prests and Clerks lodgyngs. 
And syns the fyrst noble founders decesyd> hys 
Grace is most noble father and hys Majestye have be 
the gretist benefactors that euer we hadde. Now we 
do here that M* Chaunceler of the Augmentation 
and M. Danaster schall dispose the ornaments of the 
Churche within hys Grace is Howse at Ab}Tigdon, 
and other things perteynyng vnto the same. Wher- 
for I do most humbly besek your gudde Lordeshippe 
now to be a mean for vsse, hys most boundon Orators 
of hys Grace is CoUvlg in Walingford, to geve vnto 
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vsse suche ornaments of that Chuiche in Abyngdon 
as be neceflsaiy far ysae* We have very few copys, 
few yestments, and butt oon awlter clothe of sylk, 
and all thees very olde. If it may please the Xings 
Grace to socor vsse, and to bestow any of those oroa* 
ments vpon vsse, I will at my chardge repayer them, 
and sett in euerjr of them hys Grace is aimys with a 
scripture of memorye that hys Grrace conferryd suche 
ornaments to that hys Grace is CoUedg ; and we all 
and our successors schall according to our most 
boundou dewties pray vnto Almyztie Godde long to 
preserve hys most noble Qxace and your gudde 
Lordeschippe by whose mediation we have obtaynyd 
so greatt a benyfytt. Oxon, xziij. Februarii* 

Yo^ Lordeschipp most boundon, 

JOHN LONDON. 

To my most honorable and singaler gudde 
lorde, my Jjord of the Pry vie Seale. 



LETTER CCCXXIV. 

Richard Devereux to Lord CromwelL The suppret^ 
sum qf various Friars* Houses towards the North. 

[iBD. a JBsr. vitt. 119.] 

Plesethe ytt your goode Lordeshype to under- 
stande^ that, syth that I laste was with you» I have 
receyuyd to the Kyngs use xij. Howses of Preres, 
tha.t ys, one in Huntyngton, iiij. in Boston, iiij. in 
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L3nicoIne, one in Grantham, one in Newewarke, and 
nowe one in Grymesby. They all ware in pouertye 
and lytyli lefte, scaice to pay the detts^ 0nd yn some 
place nott so moche by or more, so that in these 
Houses the Kyngs Grace shall have butt the lede, 
the wyche I thynke yn all xij. Houses shalbe as I 
can judge ytt, aboute xij. score fooder or more, and 
zxiiij. bellsj suche as they be ; so off euery House a 
chales off yj. or x. unc* a pese, in some place more, 
these chales I here with me, and oder sylver yff that 
I fynde y tt. 

I nowe ryde to Hull, and so to Beverlaye and to 
Skarboirowe, and Karlehyll, and to Lancaster, and 
oder Houses, as I shall here off by the waye. Good 
my Lorde, the Mayer and the Aldermen off Grymes- 
by payde a great parte off all my costs in Grymesby ; 
and to the Meyar I have commytted the House ther 
to the Kyngs use, with the lede and bells, by ynden- 
ture ; and I percyre that they wyll make sute to your 
Lordesbype to have that House to the Towne, to 
make off ytt a Comon House for Ordynans, and 
other necessaiys for the defense off the Kyngs ene- 
mys yS nede be ;. ytt stondethe very well for the 
purpose nere the water, and open on the see, veiy 
necessary for the Comon Welthe in my mynde : the 
lede off that House ys aboute xx. or xxij. foders. I 
beseche you be good Lorde to them in ther sute, and 
I ever yo' Orator to Jhesu, who ever preserve yo^ 
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goode Loidesbype to hys hje honor. Wiytten in 
Grymesbj, thys xxix day o£f Februarij. 

By jo' seniante and orator^ 

RICHARD DEVEREUX. 
To my syngolar good Lorde Cnimwdly 
Lorde Priuy SodOy tkjB be ddynered. 



LETTER CCCXXV. 

Biehard JDevereux fq Lord Cromwell. Fuits the 
Friare* Houses of Aylesford^ Canterbury , 8fc, 

[IBID. viii. 114.] 

My sjngulex goode Lorde, in my vmble maner^ 
pleseyth youe to understonde that I have receyueyd 
the Howse of "Whyte Fryers in Aylysforde in to the 
Kyngs hands, and the xiij. day of December I cam 
to Canterbniyy wher that I fynde iiij. howseys, more 
in dett than all that they have ys abuU to pay, and 
specyally the Austen Fiyers. Ther detts, as they 
lay them, be xl^., and all thor implements be not 
irjii., excepte only a lytyll plate, the whyche ys in 
weyte yj". and vj. vnce. The Blacke and Gray be 
abull with ther implements to pay ther detts and 
for owr costs, and lytyll more. Beyng in the Austen 
Fryers ther the xiiij. day of December, on Fryer 
ther very rudely and trayterusly vseyd hym be for 
all the cumpany, as by a byll here indosyd ye shall 
perseyve parte. To wryght halfe hys wordds and 
order ther, yt war to longe to wryght. I perseyue- 
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yng heys demenor streyte sequesteryd hym, so that 
non spake with hym. I senth for the Mayar, and or 
tliat he cam I ezamjiieyd hym befor Master Spyl- 
man, and also afterwarde befor the Mayar and Master 
^pylmany and at ail tymys he styli hylde and atyli 
woll to dey for yt, that the Kynge may not be hede 
of the Chyrche of Ynglonde (but yt must be a spyry- 
tuall father adpoynteyd by God), wherfor I requyreyd 
of Master Mayar to haue horseys and men to sende 
hym to yow ; chargeyng botlie the men that no man 
shulde speke with hym tyll that he wer with your 
Lordschype, and than at yowr plesur to order hym. 
I have payd bothe for horse and man* And so this 
Sonday I woll make an ende in CanteEbmy, and on 
Munday to Sandwyche, and on Wedensday to Rey 
(ajQd so to Wynchelsey and Leweyi)« besecheynge 
yowr Iiord8ch3rpe that I may haye my Howse, so that 
I may knowe sum thynge of myn owyn to resort to, 
Ibr now I am so pore that I have no Howae, but only 
by yowr fauor that I kepe Langley in my handds, 
and use that under the Kyngs Grac's favor and yowrs^ 
to my use tyll I knowe forther of heys Grac's plesur 
and yowrs, the whyche I truste shall be to my com- 
f ortty by yowr goode menys, in whome ys my syngukr 
trost, as knowyth Gt>d, ho euer preserve yowr Lord* 
schype. Yowr servauntt and oreter, 

RICHARD DBUBRBVX. 

To my gjnguler goode Lorde Crumwell, 

Lorde Pnvy Seale^ be thi« dcUwith 
8p«de. 
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LETTER CCCXXVI. 

Dr, London to the Lord Privy Seal upon his SuppreS' 
nag the^ EeUgiouB Houses at Coventrtf and Combe 
Abbey. 

[ibid. 2 Ser. xxiii. 71S. Orig,'\ 

In my most humble maner I have me commendyd 
unto your gadde Lordeschippe. I have with moche 
adoo dispacchyde the Priory of Black Monks at Co- 
ventrye, the Charterhowse, and Combe Abbay. The 
Priozy wasse in dett befcNr he com ther, and he hatha 
made me an apparent reasonable accompte. I have 
left the Churche and Howse vnapoylede and.vnde* 
facyd, becauae as yet I do nott know the Kin^ 
Grace's pleasur and yowrs what schalbe don therwith. 
At the Charter howse I found scase the valor of zx*' 
nobles worth of gudds to dispach the hole Howse* 
Howbeit Godde hath so disclosyd ther crafty dealings 
that I have gevyn every brodor zl* towards ther ap- 
pareU, have payd all the servants wages, have gev3rn 
to every brodor his • • • celle^ saving the Howse and a 
vestyment, have payde all ther detts within z^., and 
yit schall the Kings Grace have above CC. vnc. of 
plate ther, wher I found but iij. chalyces scasly way- 
ing all iij. zl. vnc. I have gevin the Prior a salt of 
syluer with a cover, a dryuking cuppe of syluer with 
a cover, a maser, a chales, a suyte of vestyments with 
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bedding and other stuff, Ijke an lianest man, and so 

I have dispacchyd that House clerlye. 

At Combe, I have left the hole Howse with implyr 
ments vnspoyljd thorowlye. Harfofde now 8ch3rryiie 
of Coventrje informjd me that the Abbot of Combe 
hadde CCCCC^. in a fetherbedd at hys brodois 
Howse. Of truythe I serchyd the bedd, and the Ab- 
bot hjmself, with owt any difficulty, confessed unto 
me what money was iher, and faFther infonnyd me 
of every thing he hadd lyk an honest man^ and of 
truythe ther wasse no more monye ther in that 
bedde but xxv*»., wiche vpon hys oothe he tolde me 
that he putt yt ther to paye certeu detts with all 
now at Candehnas, widi in dede ys trew dett, and he 
layd those things at his brothers bycause he cowde 
yviU trust apj servant he hadde. He surrenderyd 
hys Howse the same day twelve monyth he was made 
Master, and therfor every thing consideryd he left 
hys Howse in competent gudd state* The dyspacch* . 
ing of that Howse wasse som thing chardgeable for I 
founde ther zv« monks and Izviij. seruants. I have 
made safe the evydences in ev^ Howse wher I com, 
and in som of them I founde the evydences dispersyd 
and neglecte, moche pytie to se ytt .Wherfor I 
beseke yowr Lordeschippe that as well to stay the 
spoyle of the Howsys as for safgarde of suche evy- 
dences the Surveyors may com as spedyly after me 
as may be. 
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I have folowyd your pleasure for your servant M. 
Whalley, at Pollesworth, wheifore I besek your 
Lordeschipp to remembie M. Che}Tey, at Bowsvale, 
Charterhowse Monks bye Notingam, or in som 
other place. 

If I hadde made raach ryddyng of iheet iij. Howsys 
I hadde don the Kings Grace butt yvell service. And 
I tru8t now I have don both for hys Grace is profytt, 
and as every thing ys sav} d and all parts well pleasyd, 
I schall forwards mak all the spede X can possiblie. 

I haye of thees iij. How83rs above DCCC. vnc. of 
plate^ wich schalbe at London safly caryede by my 
oommyng thedjr. And my servant now shall de- 
lyuer to yowr Lordesbippe snch ornaments as I have 
sent uppe. I besek your Lordeshippe to take these 
things I do in gudd partt, for of my fayth I do truly 
my best diligence to serve the Kinge as our Lord 
knoweth, who with encrese of moch honor longe 
preserve your gudde Lordesbippe. 

Your most bounden orator and servant, 

* JOHN LONDON. 

To Am rigkt jMoeiaUe and my most 
■faigiiler goodeLoide, my Lorde of 
Prive Sealle. 
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LETTER CCCXXVIL 

Richard Devereux to Lord Cromwell; recounts the 
Friart* ffoutet he had taken to the King* a me in the 
far North. The hardships itiflicted on those who 
had eurrendered their MouseSf in the Diocese of 

York, The Friars Houses at Scarborough. 

[iBio. S Ser. viii. ISO.] 

My qrngular good liordei plesyth ytt your good 
Lordshype to underatonde that I bave receyvyd sythe 
that I departyde from you xvj. covents off Frers into 
my hands to the Kyngs use : and ther be yett styll 
atandynge aboute x. Houses iii these parts, besyde iij. 
or iiij. Houses in Barwyke and neie Barwyke, the 
wycbe I perfytly knowe nott whether Master Law- 
son have xeceyuyd them or noj and yff that I shulde 
ryde thether ytt ware above an hunderyd myle owt 
off my waye, so that I shulde nott be able to come 
home before Ester : wherfor I presuppo^nge they be 
downe, I entende nott to ryde theyr, butt yff they 
styll stande, then I beseche yo*^ Lordeshype that ye 
wolde dyrecte yo^ letter to Master Laweson that he 
may receyue them into the Kyngs handds, as that he 
hathe done other; he hathe occasyon moche to be 
ther. 

Further my good Lorde, in these parts, within the 

Dyocese off Yorke, the pore men that make surren- 
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der off tlier Houses, be hardely orderyd by the 
Byschops Oncers att the Bjschops comandement, 
so that they can nott be sufferyd to synget nor saye 
. in any Paryshe Churche withoute they shewe ther 
Letters off ther Ordres; my letters or ther capa* 
cytes, notwiihstondynge ; and the charges off these 
Letters off ther Ordres be so grett that the pore men 
be nott abnll to here ytt; some muste goo an him- 
deryd myle to seke them, and when tliey come ther 
the cherges of sergyng the regyster ys so grett that 
tlie} be nott able to pay ytt^ and so they come home 
ageyne confowndyd* 

I have bene with my Lorde off Yarhd, and shewyd 
to hym yo*^ Lordeshypps letter, that your comande- 
mente ys that they wyche so have surrenderyd ther 
Houses, shulde be suffryde wiihonte intOTupcon to 
synge and saye in anye churche. The Byshope 
made many obieccons, and sayd that ytt muste be 
Imowne whether they ware prysts or no, and I certe* 
fyde hym that wee that xeceivyd the Houses make 
dewe serge wyche ware prysts and whiche ware none, 
and so made certyfycate to yowr Lordeshyps, and yd' 
Lordeshype to the Kyngs Grace, so that by ^t 
meane ther eapacytes ware grauntyd, wberfore I de- 
syred hym to accepte ther capacytes from the Kyngs 
Grace witih so moche favor as the Byshops off Romes 
capacytes before had ben recey\^d, for the wyche 
ther was never serche made, butt streyghte obeyd. 
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He att the laste grauntyd that aomany as shewyd my 
hande shulde be allowed tyll that ther capacytes 
myghte come, butt ther be many that be putte owte 
by other comyssions that have not my hande, wher- 
for yo^ Lordeshype aholde do a chazytable dede to 
wryghte yo"" letters to the Byshope that he streyte 
att the ftyghte oif yow' letters myghte sende thoroughe 
hya Dyooese that all curata myght have wamynge to 

suffer soche pore men that have gyff upe ther Houses, 
to synge in ther Churches, for they all have before 
coiuaundement off the Byshope that they shall not 
suffer them to synge withoute they shewe ther 
Letters off ther Ordres, the wyche ys nott possyble 
for them to doo. These ij. letters, my goode Lorde, 
I beseche yow to remember, one to M'. Laweson for 
certen Covents in Bars\yke and nere ytt, the other to 
the Byshope off Torke for pore men to synge in 
Paryshe Churches withyn hys Diocese with owt 
shewyng off Letters off ther Ordres. 

My good Lorde, I nowe am in Skarborrowe where 
that I have receyigrd i^* pore Houses of ^'rers, to the 
Kyngs use, Blacke, Whyte, and Greye, so pore that 
they have solde the stall and partclossys in the 
Churche, to that nothynge ys lefte butt stone and 
glasse, yett ther ys metely good lede in these iij. 
places. I thynke amonge them zl^ fooder for the 
more parte in every House, sythe that I cam from you, 
ys good lede, the wyche I have to the Xyngs Grace, 
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and bellys, and pore clialyses, for other plate I fynde 
none. I shall nowe lyde, so sone as the weder wyll 
suffer me, to Carlehyll and Lancaster, and other 
Houses yff any be in the waye, or that I can here off, 
and I tniste to see 70^ Lordeshjpe on Pahne Son- 
daye, be Godds grace, who preserve yo' good Lorde- 
shjpe. This daye off Marche. Wry tteu be your 
servant and oratour* 

RICHARD DETEREVZ. 

To my singfaur good Loide Crumwelly 
Lorde Pmy Soole, tfayi be ddy* 
tiered. 



LETTEH CCCXXVm. 

Richard Devereux to the Lord Privy SeaL The 
Friaries of Worcetter, Bridgenarth, and Ather" 
stone. 

[IBID, a Set, viii. 197.] 

My synguler goode Lorde, pleseythe yt ydur 
goode Lordeschype to understande that sythe I last 
wroght to you from Glowsetur I have receyvyd in to 
the Kyngs handds ij. Couents off Worsetur and 
on in Brygenorthe, and on in Atherstone, and now I 
am in Lechefylde. Off the relesse of the ij. Co- 
uents in Worsetur, my Lorde of Worsetur had yt to 
biyuge to yowr Lordeschype. The copys of the 
Inuentory, I sende to you here. The relesse off 
Brygenorthe I sende here to yowr Lordschype, and 
the copy of the Inuentory* 
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Dyrerse of the Fryen are vexy lothe to forsake 

ther Howsys, and yet they be not abuU to lyve, for I 
thynke, for the more parte off them, yff all ther detts 
flchuld be payd^ all that ys m ther Howsys ys not 
abull to do yt. 

I am now in Lycbefylde, the vrjcbe ys in that 
takeyng, and yet lothe to gyve up. 

Blacke Fryers in Worsetur ys a proper Howse 
with owte any led, and may d3rspende by yere in 
rotton Howsys above xx. nobylls by yere (but all ys 
in decay). Ther was an Ancres with horn I had not a 
lytyll besynes to have her grauntt to cnm owte, but 
owte sche ys. The Gxaye Fryers ys a fayer Howse, 
and well byldeyd ; and have not a bove zl*. by yere 
off harclieyardds and gardens ; ij, yelys ledyd, the 
rest tyle and slate. 

The Graye Fryers in Brygenorthe, the porest 
Howse that I have seyn ; not worthe x'. by yere ; all 
the Howsys at fallyng downe. I praye youe be goode 
Lorde to yowr Oratour Nycholas Holte, he hathe 
non Howse : yt wolde do hym sum plesur. 

Atherstone ys a lytyll Howse in decay, but may 
dyspende iiij. marks by yere, off the whyche they pay 
iiij. nobylls yerly in rent: the substans off the 
ground one Ameas Hyll a seruant of the Kyngs 
hathe by lese. Ther ys no led, but Howsys in decay. 
AU the stuff ther ys not worth zl"., be syde a chales 
and a bell. 
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The copy of thys luuentoiy I sende, mekely be- • 
seehynge yowr Lordschype to be so goode Lorde to 
me to sende to thes Fryers ther wiixantts to change 
ther habettSy by thk biyngar ; and my good Lorde, I 
be seehe yow be so goode Lorde to me to sonde me 
yowr plesur whether I shall kepe styll thys order 
with the Fryers or no. I thynke in this doynge I do 
them moche goode, for in ther relygyon they be not 
ahull to leve, yet many be lothe to departe, and spe- 
cyally off the Graye Fryers ; they be so close echo 
to other that no man can cum within them to know 
ther hartts. I have more besynes with them then 
with all the Frj^ers besyde. One of them euer 
gyuethe wamynge and consell to other, and euer so 
moche as they may prevente my purpose before that 
I cum; yet sythe that I receyvyd yowr last letter 
non hath skepeyd: and I thynke fewe shall, withowt 
ye sende me contrary comandement. Also, my goode 
Lorde, I must beseche yow to be good Lorde to me, 
for in suche plaseys as that the Fryers gyre up, I 
have no peny neyther to paye niy costs nor yet taxse 
of the Howsys dewe to the Ofiys, so that sythe I 
toke on nobyll, I have spent xx. nobylls of snehe 
money as I had off the Kyngs for Wynchelse stuffe ; 
and withowte I may in sum placeys sell for my neces- 
sars with in theys xiiij. days I shall neyther have 
n^oney off myne owyn, nor off the Kyngs money. I 
harttely beseche your Lordeschype to sende me yowr 
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plestur who I shall do for the warrants for the Fryers 
that I shall put owt, for whaa that I am fare from 
London yt shall be to gret a charge to sende for ther 
warrantts, and than sende them a gayne to the place 
wher they dwell ; also yowr pleaur whether I may sell 
any thynge for the costs, and to marvelous clamors I 
have for detts: also whether yowr plesar be that I 
shall kepe thys order as that I do, in puttynge owte 
off Fryers, aud I ever yow" Orator 

Zour bedeman and servantt, 

RICHARD DEVEREUX* 

To my syngular goode Lorde Oumwell, 
Loide Vnwtj Sede, thys be dd. with 
honor. 



LETTER CCCXXIX. 

Gregory CrmnweU to hu fcUher, qfter having taken 

possession of the Priory House at Levoes. 

[ibid. S 8€f. Tit 179. OHf .] 

The site and posseflsions of the Priory of St. Pancras Lewes 
were granted Feb. 16th, 15S8, to Thomas Lord Cromwell, to him 
and to his heirs. Their extent was considerable, llie demolition 
of the Monastery began very soon ; but the Priory House was re- 
served as a place of residence for the new owner. Gregory Crom- 
well, the son, was allowed by his father to reside in it. He here 
gives the particulars of his arrival, and of the reception of him and 
of his wife by the families of its neighbourhood. 

Gfegory Cromwell married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Sey- 
mour of Wolshall in \V ilts, and widow of Sir Anthony Oughtred, 
knigiit. She was sister to Queen J tine Seymour, to the Protector 
Somerseti and to the Itord Admiral Seymour. 
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Gregory was afterwaids created Lord CramweU of Okeham. 
Nichols says, as his name does not appear on the Journals during 
his fiither's life» he was probably a minor when created. He first 
took his seat in the House of Peers Jan. leih, 1541. He died 4th 
July, 1651y sdsed of the site of Laond Priory in Leicestershire, in 
the chapel of which he was buried. His Monument, againsir the . 
north wan of the chapel, is engraved in Nichols's Leicestershire, 
vol. iii. PI. zIt. p. m. 

The Priory House at Lewes, which afterwards' obtained the 
name of '*The Lord's Plaoe," was destroyed by fire in the seven- 
flseenth century. It lay a short distance to the south-east of the pre^ 
aent Church of Soutfaoyer. 

My boimden dewtie in moste humble and lowly 
wise rememberyd. Pleaseth it your Lordeshipp to 
understonde that I ha?e thus longe tjme defeired to 
Wright unto you of my state and condition, and how 
both my wife and I lyke this Country by cause I 
wolde nott make reporte unto you therof before 'I 
had more experyence in the same then I colde have 
in a daie or tweynes proffe. Trustinge that ye woll 
so take this my longe scilence, and nott as any slowth- 
fulnes or forgottef ulness of my dewtie. Wherfore as 
conceminge the Howse, and the situation of the same, 
it doth undoubtedly right moche please, and content 
both me and my wife, and is unto hir so comodious 
that she thinketh hir self to be here right well 
settylled. My Lord Dakers and my Lady his wif, 
Sir John Gage, M^ Gainsforth, M^ Shelley, 
Belinghom, and dyuers other gentylmen of this con- 
trey and theire wifes hath, both with theire preasences 
and also presents^ xight frendel^ enterteigned me and 

yoi.. III. K 
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welcomed me into thies parties : unto all whome if 
ye ahall have occasion, I moste humblie lequyre jow 
to render lierty tbanket for their kynd g^tylneaaef 

unto me she\NTd. And thus I desyre our Lorde to 
hare you in his tuition* At Lewes* the iig^ daie of 

Apryll. Your moste obedyent sone, 

ORBOOnY CRUMWELL. 

Td Uie right honanMo tad hit tingato 
good Locde and flither, my Lorde 
PriTySeide. 

LETTER CCCXXX. 

EUi Pric0 to Lord Cromwell^ upon taking down the 
Image of Danoel Gathem, 
[ibid. 9 Ar. zniT. 489. Or^grO 

*V* la Hie ifst Seriee of ti» pcetent CoUectfoey toI. i. p. 8a»tlMre 
is a Letter to Lord CromweU from tliis same IQis Prioe, to know 
wiiat he should do wifli tiie Image of DarreD Galfaeniy to 'vddch the 
Welshmen made pflgiimage, and which was sabseqncullj brought 
to London and bumli He here infimns ns of the large bribe which 
was ofltoed to him by the parMm and parishioners of die parish 
where it stoodyto prevent its being taken away ; and of a deputato 
to save it, intending to eome personally to his Lordship. 

In Michael Woddes' Dialogue between two Neighbonrsy liaio» 
1554, we read, <>'Iftlie Welshman would luiTe a parse, he piaied to 
DarrelQatherae; if a wifb were weary of her hnsbaad, ihe olfred 
Otes at Ponies, at London, to St. Uncnmber. Thus have we bees 
deluded with their Images.'* Signat CO. b. 

Pennant, in his l^iar in Noifh Wales, having deseribedtiie asigh- 
boorhood of Pont Gilan, says, little beyond the extremity 
of this romantic part, in an opening on the lif^ stand the drareh 
and Tillage of Uaa Ddeifel: the intt was dedicated to St. BsiM 
Gadann, and was remarkable for a vast wooden Image of the Saint, 
the sulisject of mnch superstition in antient times."* 

• PttiiiHitritVNinaiWiki,SfObLgB4.1Sia»T0LILp.to7. 
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Rtghts honorable and my syngular good Lorde 
and Majster, pleasythe yt youre good Lordshype 
that I haue repaired to the place where as the Image 
.of Darvell Gradam stode, and have takin the same 
downe acoordynge to the Kysgs moate hoawahle 
commaundmente and youres, whiche shalbe caried to 
ypure Lordeshype wythe all dylygens and eiqiedy- 
cdn. The person and the parysheneis of the Churche 
wherin the saide Ymage of Deruell stode profered 
me fortie powndes that the said Ymage shnlde not be 
convaide to London, and because that I was nothynge 
indynable to theyie pro£en and petiodns^ the saide 
person hym self wythe others ar comyn to youre 
Lordeshype not onlie to make sute and labor in the 
premisses, but allso to make fayned smrmyse and 
complaynts on me. Therfore I purpose, God wyll- 
jmge, to come and to gyve attendance upon youre 
Lordshype wythin thys fortnyghte that I maye an- 
swete to such thyngs that they shall laye to my 
charge. And thus Jhu preserve youre Lordshype in 
welthe and honor. Wrytyn in Northe Waks, the 
• xxviij*** daye of Aprifl. 

Youre dayelye orator by duty, 

BLI8 PRICE. 

To Hie righte honormble and his ijngolar 
good iKwde Slid Mayiter, Iioido Gram* 
woH, and Chaaealor of die EodeiiMti* 
call power and Juriadiooon of Eng- 
lande, Hda be delyiieied. 

K a 
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*,* The preceding Letter baddrefied to Lord Cromwell as Chan- 
c«Uor of tlie £ccle«ia8tical pow«r nd jviitdictioa of F. ngi an d ." 

Tbcr# is a carious little volume) supposed to hare been printed 
at Leipsic in 1542, entitled " Of the Auctorite of the Word of God 
agaynst the Bisshop of Londoiiy" by Alexander Alane, Scot. 12mo. 
b. /. It gives the following account of one of the meetings of con- 
clave which LonI Cromwell held as Vicar GJeneral ; now probably 
the only picture of those Meetings preserved. He says, " I did mete 
bi chance in the streate the right excellent Lord f'mmwell, going 
vnto the parlament howse, in the yeare 1537. He whan he sawe me, 
called me vnto him, an<l toke me with him to the parlament honse 
to M'estmyster, where we fownd all the bisshops gathered together. 
Vnto whom as he went and t(jke nic with him, all the bisshops and 
prelates did rise vp and did obeisance vnto him as to their Vicar 
Cieneral, and after he had saluted them he sate him doyra in tlie 
highest place, and right against hym sate the Archbishop of Cantor- 
bery, after him the Archbisshop of Vorke, and than London, Lin- 
coln, Salisbery, Bathe, Ely, Herford, Chichester, Norwich, Roches- 
ter, and Worcester, and certen other whose names I haue forgoten: 
all these did sitt at a table coaered with a carpet, mOk oerloi 
prystes standing about them. 

^Tban the Lord Crumwell being Vicar General of tlie reaiiie,Loid 
of fbo Preny Scale, and chefe secret oouneder vnto llie king, toned 
Um ielf toihe biMbops and sayd, * Right ratenad fttben In Ghris^ 

* die Kiogg nH^ty geueth yow high tfaukes that ye bane eo dili- 

* gently witfaont any excuse aaienibledbetber according to bia com- 
^mandmeiit^ and je be not Ignorant that ye be called betber to de- 

* termyne certen controuersya which at this tyme be mooed conoeni- 
'yngtbc christen religion and fiiifby not only in this reamebnt* also 
*in all nacions Iborowe the world: for tbe King stndiefb day and 
' nigbt to set a iinietnes In tbo cbnrdi» and Ihe cannot rest vntill all 
' such contnmersis be folly debated and ended thorow the deter- 
'minacyoo of yow and of bis whole parlament. For all tfaoo^ bis 
Special desyre Is to set a stey for the vnlerned peple whose con- 
' sciences are In dout what tbei may bilene^and he him selfe by his 

* excellent lerning knowetb these controoersys welinoogb, yet he 

* wU snffer no oomon alteracyon, but by the consent of yow and of 
< bis whole, parlament By the which thing ye may peipeiue both 

* bis high wisdom, and also his gret loue toward yow ; and he de- 

* sierethnowforChristes sake that aUmalyceyObstynacy^and carnal 
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* respect set apart, ye will frindly and louiiigly dispute amoDg your 
' fdnes of the oontrooenyB moned in the ehorch, and that ye wyl 

* condade all thinga by the woid of God without all brauling, or 

* Molding ; neither wiU hie Mi^eaty tulfer the scripture to be wrested 
' and delaoed by any glosys, any papistical lawes, or by any aucto- 

* ryte of doctors or conncdsi and moch lease wil he admit any ar- 

* tides or doctrine not oonteyned in the scripture, but approued only 

* by contynuance of tyme and dd cnstome, and by Tnwritton veijtes 

* as ye were wont to doo. Ye know wd inough that ye be bound 

< to shewe this seraice to Christ and to his church, and yet notwith- 

* stonding his Mi^esty wil glue you hi^ tiianckes, if ye wil set and 
' conclude a godly and perfi|^t Toyte, wherunto this is the only way 

< and meane if ye wil determyne all things by the scripture as God 

* oommandeth now in Deuteronomy, which thing His Majesty ex- 

* borteth and desyreth yow.* 

^ When the Lord Crumwell had spoken his mynd after this sort 
with hi|^ grauyte, (as he was a man of a gret witt, of excellent 
wisdom, aD(f of goodly eloquence,) all the bisshops did ryse up and 
gaae thankes to the Kings Majesty for his feruent study and desyre 
toward an unite, and for this vertuos exhortacyou most worthy a 
christen King. After this began thei to dispute of the Sacramentes. 
And first of all the Bisshop of London,* which was an earnest de- 
fender of Uie Popes part, whom a litel before the Lord Cromwel 
bad rebuked byname for defending of unwritten verites, this bisshop 
of London, I say, went about to defend that there were vij. sacra- 
ments of our Christen religion, which he wold proue by certen 
stincking gloses and old lousy writers, and he had ^)on his syde 
the Archbishop of York,'' the Hisshop of Lincoln/' Kath,'*C'hichyster,* 
and Norwich/ The Bissliop of Salisbery,^ I'-lVj'' Hcrford,' and Wor- 
cester,*' and certen other, with the Archbisshop of Cantorbery, were 
against him. And after thei had made moch strife and contencyon 
about the saings of the doctors, one contrary to another, the Bisshop 
of Cantorbery spake and sayd thus : ' It besemeth not men of lera- 

* ing and grauyto to make moche babling and brauling about bare 

* woides, so flmft we agree in the very substance and effect of the 
' matter. For to braule abowt wofdes is the property of sophisters 

* and sneh as meane discdght and snttilty, wliich delight in the de- 

■ John Stoketley. ^ Edward Lee. ■= John Longland. ^ John Ckrk. • Richard 
SampwNi. ' WiDwiii Bugge o^ta< Repps. • NMiohw MiartBBi ^T1m«m GoocU 
lidi. ^EdimdVos. ■* Ha^ Lstiintt. 
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* bate and dissencyoB of the world and in the miserable state of the 
' Church, and not of them which shuld sake the glory of Christ, and 

* shuld study for the vnyte and qaietnes of the Church. There be 
'waighty controuersis now moued and put forth, not of ceremonis 

* and light things, but of tiie tru understonding and of the right 
'diflerence of the lawe and of the gospel, of tl»e maner and way 
'how synnes be forgeuen, of CQwmforting doutful and wauering 

* consciences by what meanes thei may be oertifyed that thei please 

* Godf seing th^ fide Hm ftaigth of die Umt accusing them of 

* flinney of the true m of Hie sacniBeotei, wliedier the oatweid 

* work of dion doth iuttifye man, or whetiier we zeceyne our iuti- 

* ficecyon fluxrow &yth. Item, which be the good woikee and the 
'true aeniioe and honor which pleasefli God, and whetiier the choiBe 
' of meates, the difioeaee of garmantes, the vowya of monkes and 

* pristee and other tradicyons, wiiich hane no word of God to oon- 

* finne them, whetiier these, I say, be right good workes and rach 

* as make a p«rfight Ghriften man or no. Item, whether Tajoe ser- 

< nyce and ftlie honoryng of God and aians tradicyonadb l^udmens 
f, consciences or no. Finally, whether the oeremoaiea of oonirma- 

* cyon, of orders^ and of annealings and aoch other (which can not 
^bepronedtobe ingtitoteofCairia^nor hane any word in them ta 

* ceitifye na of roniissyon of sinnes) onglit to be called sacrameptes, 

* and to be compared with baptiam and the snp|ier of tiie Lord or 
<no. Thes be no light maters, bot ^aen the principal poynlea of 

< our CShristen religion ; wherfor we contend not about wordes and 

< trifleiy bat of high and emest matters. Christ saith, Blessed be 

* the peace makers, for thei shal be called the sonnys of God. And 
' Paul commandeth bisshops to auoyde brawling and contencioii 

* about words, which be profitable to nothing but vnto the subver- 
' sion and destruction of the hearers. And he m(missheth specially 

* that he shuld resist with the scriptures whan any man disputeth 

* with him of the fayth^ and he addeth a cause where as he sayth, 

* Doing this thou shalt preserue both thy selfe and also them which 

* heare the." Now if ye wil folow these counsellers, Christ and 

* Paul, all contencyon and brauling about wordes must be set apart, 

* and ye must stablissh a godly and a pertight vnyte and concord 

* out of the scripture. VV herfor in this disputation we must first 

* agree of the nomber of the sacramentes, and what a sacrament 
'doth signify in the holy scripture, and whan we eal baptyme and 

* the supper of the Lord sacramentes of the gospell, what we meane 
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* derby. I knowe right wel that S. Ambrose and other autors calle 

* the waashing of the disciples fete and other things, sacramentes, 

* which I am sure yow your seiues wold not suffer to be uombred 
*■ among the other sacramentes/ 

''This exhortacyon did the archbisshop inake most soberly and 
discretely, as he is a man of a singular grauyte, with such swetenes 
that it did my hart good to hear him. And bicause I did signifye 
bi some token of my countnance that this admonicyon of the arch- 
bissop did please and delight me excellently wel, the Lord Crom- 
well bad me speake what I thought of this disputacyon. But he 
told the bisshops before, that I was the Kings scolar, and therfor he 
desiered them to be content to heare me indifferently. Than I after 
the rude maner of the scholes, rather than after any courtly solem- 
nyte, bowing my knee for a token of curtesy and reuerence, as it 
became me, with out any preface at all, beg'd to speake after this 
maner : * Ryght honorable and noble lord, and yow most reuereud 

* fathers and prelates of the Church, although I come vnprepared 

* vnto this disputacyon, yet trusting in the ayde of Christ, which 

* promiseth to geue both mouth and wisdom vnto vs whan we be 

* required of our fayth, I will vtter my sentence and iudgement of 

* this disputacyon. And 1 think tliat niy lord archbisshop hath 

* geuen you a profitable exhortacion that ye shuld first agree of the 

* significacyon of a sacrament. \V hether ye wil call a sacrament a 

* ceremony institute of Christ in the gospel to signifie a special or a 

* singular vertu of the gospel and of godlines (as Paul namith re- 

* mission of sinnes to be), or whether ye mene that euery ceremony 

* generally which may be a token or a signiticacyon of an holy thing, 
' to be a sacrament. For after this latter significacyon I wil not 
' stike to grant now that there be vy. sacramentes and more to, if 

* ye wil/ 

• • • • • 

'< The Bisthop of Iionclon could scarsly suffer me to speake thus 
rooch, but he brake fbr|h and said thus unto me, *■ Wher as ye 
*■ affinne all right and true sacnuBentes to be iostiftute of Christ, or 
' to hftTO the manifest scriptnre to pijm them, or that all sacra- 
' mentes must have a significacyon of remiifyiMi of sinnes* It is all 
< false/ Than I aafwarad Ihst I wold prore aU fh«t I had tayd to 
be troe not only by thA toripture, but by the old doeton and by the 
aehole wiiten alio^ 

Bmt the Biaibop of Herforlh (whom the Kings Grace fiurored 
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highly both for his tingnlar wisdom and lerning, which was than 
new comme out of Germany where he had bene Imbass3rtor) being 
moved with the frowardnes of this Bisshop of London, sayd unto 
me, * Brother Alexander, contend not moch with him about the 

* myndes and sayngs of the doctors uud sc hole writers, for ye knowe 
' that thci in many places doo differ among them selfes, and that thei 
' are contrary to them selves also almost in every article. And there 

* is no hope of any concord to be made if we must leaue to their 

* judgementes in these maters of controuersy, and we be comnianded 
' by the Kings (jrace to dispute by the holy scripture,' \c. And he 
turned him to the bisshops and made a short and pythy oracyon. 

" * Think ye not,* sayd he, * that we can by any sophistical sut- 
' tiltes steale out of the world agayn the light which every man doth 

* see. Christ hath so lightned the world at tliis tyme that the light 

* of the (jospel hatli put to flight all misty darknes, and it wil shortly 

* have the higher hand of all cloudes, though we resist in vain never 

* so moch. The lay people do now knowe the holy scripture better 
' than many of us. And the Ciermanes have made the text of the 

* Bible so playne and easy by the Hebrewe and the Greke tong, 
*that now many things may be better understand without any gloses 

* at all than by all tlie comnientarys of the doctors. And more over 

* thei haue so opeoned these controversys by their witings, that 

* women and childem may wonder at the blindnes and falshode that 
'hath ben hetherto, M herfor ye must consider ernestly what ye 

* wil deterniyne of these eontrouersys, that ye make not your selues 

* to be mocked and laughed to scorne of all the world, and that ye 

* bring them not to haue this opinion of yow to think euer more here 

* after that ye haue neyther one sparke of leming nor yet of godlines 

* in yow. And tlius shal ye lose all your estimacyon and auctoryte 

* with tliem which before toke yow for lerned men and profitable 

* membres unto the conion welth of Christendome. For that which 

* yow do hope upon, that there was neuer heresy in the Church so 

* gret but that processe of tyme with the pour and auctorite of the 

* Pope hath quenched it, it* is nothing to the purpose. But ye must 

* tume your opinyon, and think this surely that there is nothing so 
' feeble and weake, so that it be true, but it shall find place and be 

* able to stand against all falshode. Truth is the doughter of tyme, 

* and tyme is the mother of truth. And what so euer is beseged of 

* truth can not long continue, and upon whose syde truth doth stand, 

( that ought not to be thought transitory or that it wil ever falle. All - 
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* things consist not in painted eloquence and strengt or auctorite. 

* For the truth is of so gret pour, strength, and efficacite, that it can 

* neither be defended with wordes norbe overcomme with any streiigtli, 

* but after she hath hidden hir self long, at length she putteth up hir 

* head and appereth ; and as it is written in Esdra, a Ring is strong, 
' wyne is strongar, yet wemen be more strong ; but Trutli excellytli 

*' He spake many more thiugs to tliis purpose and effect very dis- 
cretely, to the high delyte of all that hard him. And I, thinking niy 
selfe to be encoraged by his oracyon, I began thus to reason agains 

the Bisshop of London. 

« • • ' • • ' 

** Now whan die ri^t noble Lord Oumwel, Ibe Archhisshop, 
witii fbe other bisshops which did defend the pure doctrine of the 
Gospel hard this, tbei smyled alytle one upon another, for at moch 
as thei sawe him flee even in the vefy beginning of llie dispntacyon 
nnto his rusty sophistry and unwritten Terites. And I wold hate 
disputed fiirtfaer wUh the bisihop to have coofiited HdB blasphemot 
lye. Bvt tfie Lord GrmDwel bad me be cootea^ fbr Ihe tyme began 
to go away, and it was xij. of the dock : and tihus I made an end 
with this protestacyon. * Sight reuerend master bisshop, ye denye 

* that our Christen fidth and rdigyon doth leane only upon the word 
< of God which Is written in the Bible, which thhig if I can prove 

* and declare, than ye wil grant me that there be no sacramentes 
*biit thofe that have the manifest word of God to .conlhme them.' 
ITmo this lie did consent, and than immediately that Assemble was 
diiSolTed ibr that day. 

** Now tiie next day whan the bisshops were assembled agayne, 
and I was present with the Lord Cmmwel, there came onto me a 
certen archdeacon in the name of the Archbishop of Cantorbery, 
which told me that the other bisshops were grevoely offended with 
me, that I befaig a stranger shnld be admitted unto their diaputa- 
cyon, which thing whan I had shewed nnto the Lord Cmmwel, he 
thooght it best to gyre place unto the bisshops, specially be cause 
he wold not piocuie me their hatred, for he knewe wel that if thei 
had ones conceived in their harles any malyoe against any man, (hd 
wold never cease til thei had goten him out of the way« and thei 
had before brought to death diverse* whom the King did highly 
fiivor, befor the King himself (whom did moved by all meaaes to 
put them to execucyon quickly) could pereejve and spye out their 

K5 
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craft and mttilty. B«t he tad ne gyre bym tiie PtperinriMnfai I 
had writton my diipahicyon, that h« might ahowe it to the Biiahop 
of LoBdon aod to Am ether biariioiM hi tte Oooned.'' 



LETTER CCCXXXI. 

Laimer, Bishop of WoreeHer, to the Lord Piioy Seal, 

upon his appointment to preach at the burning of 

Friar Forest, 

[nn. % Ser. sliz. S18. OHg,"] 

It has been mentioned from Hall, in tlie first Series of theae 
Letters, that Latimer preached the condemned sermon when Friar 
Forest was burnt. The reader has here the Reply which Latimer 
wrote when Cromwell imposed that odious task upon him. It be- 
gina in a maimer which must be coniidered flippant. ''Yf yt 
he your pleasure, as hyt ys, that I ihati pU^ the fool q fUr wiaf aUf 
UmMt moMner wfaoi Fofeste ahaU woSttJ* 

■ 

SirHiomas Moray in ooe of hia Letlen to hia danghter Roper, 
giTea a afaigular pieture of the ordiaary eztravaganoe of Iiatimer'e 
maiuier. It waa whea lie waa eitad before the Loida al Taiiaheth 
for relhaiog the Oath of SQ]Nfeinacy. He aayi» -^I waaineondn^ 
aioB commanded to goe down into the gaidein. And thereupon I 
taried in tiie «id bnned chamber that leeketh into the gardein» 
and would not goe down because of the heate. In that time saw I 
mayater doctoor Lattemer come into the gaidein, and there walked 
lie with diren other doetowa and chapleina of my lorde of CanAer- 
bniye. And very meiy I saw him; for lie langfaed, and toke one 
or twaine about die necke so handfomelyy that if they had ben 
women, I would tave went he had ben waxen wanton."* 

The following contemporary notice of the boniiiig of Friar Foreet 
ia preserved in one of the Harleian manuscripts : — 

^ that one Wensday the xxij. day of May in An° Dni. 15S8 
Fryer Forest of Grenewyche a doctor of Dyvynite was brent in 
&nythefield for sarten poynts that he held of the Byshop of Rome, 
and for that he wold not stycke and preeche the New Testament, 
for he leyd that he wold preche but the Pope diadyacyona and hia 

• MrTte. ltmit% WMn, tA, UnL IH7, p. 1410. 
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lawse and decrese, and in them and for them he dyede. At whoos 
dethe was >P Rye. Gressam, meyar of thys cytte withhys shreffyes, 
also the Deuke of Norflblk, the Deuke of Solffolke, the Lord Ame- 
rail, the I^ord I'rivey Seall, with dyvars other ; and of the comens of 
the cytte a gret nomber; and the Byshopp of WossettEir dyde preeche 
a fibre hym fface to fiace, the whych bysshopp name ys Latemare." 

SakUem in Chriato pktrinum. 

Andb Syre yf hyt be your plesowre, as hyt ys 
that I shull play the fooU af ten my customable maner, 
irhiBXi Foieste shall sufEor, I wolde iryssh that my 
stage stoude nere vmto Fooreste, ffor I wolde indevor 
my selff so to contentt the peple, that therw^ I myght 
also converte Fooreste, God so helpynge, or rather 
altogether worl^nge ; wherfore I wold that he shulde 
heate what I diall say, H forUf Bcc. Foc^este, as I 
here, ys nat dewly accompanyd in Newgate for hys 
amendment, with the Whytt Frere of Dancaster and 

Mooks of the Charterhows in a fere moor 

lyke to induiatt then to molify. Whether thorow 
the £iwtt of the shrefib or of the gylere or bothe, no 
man cold soner disceme then yo^ Lordshyppe. Sum 
thynke he ys rather oomfortyd in bis way then dis- 
couragyd. Sum thynke he ys alowyd both to here 
masse and also torece?e the sacxanient; ?rych yf hytt 
be so, hyt ys ynough to conferme hym in hys obsti- 
na^; as thowgh he were to sufieie for a juste cause, 
Thes thyngs woMe be nyder rehganhar ex imltis 
cordibui cogitationes, 

Hyt ys to be feryd that sum instjUyd in to hym 
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that thowgh he hade peneTerde in hys abjuration 
yett he shuid have sufFerde afturwarde for tr^^son, 
and 80 by that occasion he mjght have byn indncyd 
to refuse hys abjuration. Yf he wold yett with hartt 
retourne to hia abjuration, I wolde wyssh hys pardon, 
such ys my foolyshnesse. 

I thanke yo' good Lordshype for Glocester desyr- 
ynge the contynuance of your goodnesse to Master 
Nevel, for I dowtt natt butt that you wyll of your 
selff remembre my nursse. Thus I can natt butt be 
bolde with yowr Lordshype. 

Hytt were gode you wolde sum tyme sende for 
Masters of CoUegis in Cambxyge and Ozforde with 
there Statuy tts, ande yf the Statuytts be natt god and 
to the furtherance of god lettres, change them. Yf 
the masters be natt god butt honoraiy, and draw 
iachys, change them. 

xvij. Ma. H. L. wiooR. 

To tiie ryght hmiflfaUa Lord Prifij Sooll, 
hyt sjngiiler good Lofd. 



LETTER CCCXXXll. 
Richard Layton to Mr, Wrysley: how poorfurmbtrt 
there was in Battle Ahhey* 
{m»^ S Sir, T. 46. OHir.] 
I right hertely commende me unto yowe, and so 
beggery a Howse I never se, nor so fylthye stuffe. I 
assure yowe I wihiot xx*. for all maner hangyngs in 
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this House, as this bringer cantell jowe. The reves- 
trie is the worste, and the bawdiste^ and the poyerist* 
that ever I se. Here is one cope of crimosyn veluet 
sumwhat imbroderede, on of grene veluet, imbro- 
derede, and two of blewe, rowsty and soyUede. If 
ye will have any of thes, sende me worde. The best 
vestment complete that I can fynde ye shall have, 
but I assure yow so many evill I never see, the 
Bta& is like the persons. I pray you helpe to dis* 
pache this bringer, my servant, for I can nothyng do 
before his cummyng towchyng the dispache of hous- 
holde. Thus fare ye well and as yo' hert disieres. 
From Batell,. xxvij° Maij by yo' ffrende assurede to 
eoSaimde. rycharde layton, Preste* 

To tiie right wurahippfiill Mr. Wrysley. 



LETTER CCCXXXIIL 

Bishop Latimer to the Lord Privy SeaU Axk% for 
pari of the demesnes of Bmley. JRecommends the 

burning of certain Images of the Virgin Mary, 

[ISID. 9 Ser. zliz. Oi%.] 

Right honorable, sahUem in eo qui unus sahare 

potest. And syns I was myndyd to ha\ e hyn a 
sewtere to your Lordshype, seynge I can natt at- 
tayne to the use of my parke att Allchurch, ffor my 

prefermentt to sum good part of the demans of Bors- 

« btUest and poomt. 
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lay far my mooney, wjch ys evyn att hande, to re- 
lyffe of my gceti nede to such thyngs ; Soi I trow noo 
man hauyng the name of so many thyngs hath the 
use of so few as I, handlede in dede lyke a warde. 
Butt now hexynge that thys bexeze, M^ £iranee» 
haihe begun and enteryd in to the same sewt be 
^oore haiide with your Lordshype, and ys putt in 
Gomforde of the same to be fortberyd therii^ aal 
perceve by a lettre came to hym a laytt, I leyve my 
purpasse to b^yne for my selff, ande wyssh good 
succesae to hys begynnynge, very lothe to liynder or 
lett ony mi^ys sewtt begun. Ande sewrly Syxe, I 
aappoBse you shallbeetow ytt lyght well uppon bym^ 
fore I supposse hym to be a wyttye and a polityck 
man, both actyve and expertt in thyngs to be doon: 
ande noo lesse prompte and reedy then many ways 
able to doo you servyce in your afEaars. Now Syre, 
the moor you indyne your goodnesse to further hym 
in thys hys sewtt, the moor able he shallbe to doo 
you servyce from tyme to tyme as you shall call 
uppon hym, ande thowgh thys you knoo to be vere 
much bettur then I, w^ owght my relatione, yett, I 
trust you wyll natt myslyk nor yll ezpownde» butt 
take in good partt thys my wrytynge, fFor as muck 
as I muste neds, beynge desyred, sumthynge wxytty 
thowgh never so foolysshly^ after my aocustoomyd 
maner. Ande you have byn soo good and hath 
dioyd yo^ goodness soo laiglj unto me that many 
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men dothe thynke my poore remembrance with a 
wurde or too unto yo' Loidshippe diuld further ther 
cauiea with you ; butt yett me thynke you smyell att 
one thynge, that I a man of so lytull polycye, so 
lytull expeiyence of activy te, so lytull wyit and wya* 
doom, wold take vppou me to juge a nothcr man 
polytyke and ezpertt, actyve, wyttye^ and whysse. 
Well Syre, yf I have doon butt only that made you 
80 smyell, to the re^esshynge of your mynde in the 
myddyste of your matters, I have natt doon no- 
thynge. Ande they reste I commytt to your accus- 
tomable goodnesBe, wkh they sewtt of my Nuraae, 
wych I am certen you wyll remembyr with all opor- 
tunyiy. Ande Master Nevell, makynge hym selff 
sewre of hys sewtt, hath goott die wydoo, trustynge 
sewrly in your Lordshypps goodnesse for perfoonn- 
ance of the same, nott with owgth pl^Qgynge of my 
. poor honesty e in the same behalf. 

I truste your Lordshype wyll bestow our grett 
Sibyll to sum good purposse ut periat memoria cum 
Monitu. She hath byn the Devylls instrument to 
brynge many (I feere) to etemall fyre ; now she here- 
sylif, with here old syster of Walsyngham, hyr 
yovnge syster of Ipswychi with ther other too systurs 
of Dongcaster and Penryesse wold make a jooly mus* 
tore in Smythfeld. They wold natt be all day in 
bumynge. 

Thus Q-od be with you and preserve you longe to 
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such good purposes that the lyving God may be 
dewly knoyn in lijs spyijtt and veretye. 

13 Jonij. H. wiooR. 

Att Hartlebury. 

To the ryght honorable Lord Cromwdly 
the Lord Pryve Seally and hys fyn* 
gnler good Lord. 



LETTER CCCXXXIV. 

Gr^cry Cromwell ta his father. The King Wcely to 
come to Lewes in hii Progress* The contagion of 
the Plague there, 

[iBio. S Str, vil. 180. OHf .] 

My bounde dewtie in most humble wise remem* 
bryd, pleasitli it your Lordeshipp to be advertised 
that a yoman of the garde named Christofer Chapp- 
man beinge sente, as a sercher of the state of the • 
CUntrey, and gever of knowledge unto those places 
wherunto the Kings Highnes hath dyrected the 
giests of this his Progresse, came the daie of mak- 
ynge hereof vnto this your Lordeshipps Hows of 
Lewes; viewinge and perusinge the lodginges and 
offices of the same, affyrmynge moreover that the 
Kyngs Grace wolde here be ; but how longe he wolde 
remayne or when he wolde come beynge vncertayne. 
In cousyderatiou therof^ and forasmoche as yo*^ Lorde- 
shipp sholde not be ignorant in. the behalf^ I thowght 
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it my bownden dewtie to asserteyne jou of his sayde 
comjDge. And forcause the -CQntagion of the Plage 
whiche hath heretofore not a litell infected this 
towne is not as yett all whole extincte and quenched^ 
I haye therfore caused hime to have a trewe certificat 
as well of oon that this daye disceased in an ynne of 
ihe towne, as of all other suche as hath dyed att any 
tyme sythens Chiistemas within the precyncte of 
the same. Desirenge therfore that it maye please 
your Lordeshipp to gave me adyertisement of your 
.pleasure and comaundement therin. And thus I de- 
syre our Lorde to haye you in his moste gratious 
tuytion. At Lewes, the xxix*^ daie of June. 

Tour most ohedyent sonne, 

GREGORY CRUMWELL. 

To his moste honorable father. 
My Lorde Priyey Seale. 



LETTER CCCXXXV. 

Richard Cromwell to kU Uncle, the Lord Frivy Seal, 
The King J after the despatch of business, solaces the 
day with the little Prince, Tlie Kings fondmss for 
Hawking. 

[ibid. 2 Ser, vii. 188. Orig,'\ 

\* There is little perbapi in tiiit Letter ivbidi deeenres parti- 
cular notioe, except the portrait it preeentB of Henry the Eightii, 
after the despatch of early buiiness, paBsing a large portion d tfie 
day in mirth and Joy^ dandling the inl^ Edward ^ in hie anna a 
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kmg space, and holding him io a window to the sight and,'' it if 
added, " great comfort of all the people." 

Henry's fondncM fbr Falconry is shown in the latter part of lUt 
Iietler* 

Sir WiUiajn FHswUUaniy writing to UxA GRWiwell in September 
im, saya, ^My Loidy one filing there is, tliat the Kmg's said 
lUgluieMy aft my late resort uto your Lordship willed ne to tqwak 
onto yonr Lordship in ; and, at my return, to His Groce> his Hl|^r 
ness asked whedier I had remembred the same or not: which is. 
His Graee hath a priest, that yearly maketh Ins Hmwhs, and this 
year hath made him tfro, which fly and kill iheir game very well, 
to his Highness singolar pleasmre and oontentation ; and .for the * 
pain which the said priest taketh about the same, His Majesty 
would that he shoold have one of Bfr. Bedril's benefices, if there be 
any imgiren, besides that which His Grace hath already giycn ; 
and if tliere be none of the said benefices nnglTen, that then your 
Lordship should have him In remembrance, that he may haie some 
other, when it shaU fidl void." 



Yt maye please your Lordshipp to undrestond that 
the Kings Highnes toke very acceptablye and well 
the sayngs of John Boughsiowe, and this moniyng 
assone as his Grace came abrowde he comunyde with 
hym in his gaiden, and then ymediatly sent hym to 
Hundesdon to the Lords of the CounseU, to whom 
he declaryd the same matter he shewed bifore to the 
King and youe. This done, his Grraoe went to the 
Prince, and there hath solacyd all this day with 
much myrth and joye, daieyng with hym in his aimes 
a long space, and so holding hym in a wyndow to the 
light and great compfort of all the people. 

Touching the Freenche Ambassador, the Kings 
Highnes is determynyd to comen with hym to mo- 
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tawe aftet dynner at Royden, and then I tnitt to 

faring you knollege of there determjuacion. 

Touchjng all your Hawks are come. But the 
King as yet have not seen them flye: savyng his 
Grace comaundyd Mr. Culpepper and I to go 
see them flye, and we could fyend no game to 
£yeat. 

My Lord Braye hath sent you hy ther his Hawke, 
whose fiycng as yet I lyke not, not withstondyng she 
cam with a good wilL I told the Kings Highnes 
of M'. Bridges Hawke and howe your Lordshipp will 
fyend a means to get hir, and bis Grace desieryth she 
maye be sent hym assone as ye have attaignyd her» 
for he is greatlye desierous of her* Thus Jhu pre^ 
serve yo' good helth with long lyef. From Roydon, 
this present Thursdaye at night. 

Y' Lordshipps most bounden nephue, 

RICH. C&UMW£LL. 

To die right honorable my Lorde of 
the Privie Seale. 



LETTER CCCXXXVI. 

Bichard hay ton to the Lord Privy Seal. The Mer- 
chants ^ York tmmed JIMUters, to the decaff of the 
CUjf, Layion denre§ to be employed abroad* 

[ibid, a Ser, sx. SSft. Onf.] 
Aftbr moste humble commendacions hit may please 

yo' Lordeshipe to be advertisede that accordyng to 
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the contentts of your letter I have sent up my servant 
to deliver suche bylls off the Portrngalls, as I hade of 
Ric. Here, if he can sorte them furthe emongiste 
other writings that I have at my house ther. 

Forasmuche as the Parliament nowe affter Ester 
(as I here say procedethe), hit may lyke yowe tobe 
advertisede of one speciall thyng here within* the 
Citie of Yorke worthye reformation, wiche thyng 
hathe bene the onely decay therof (as I can jiige) 
and in continewance shalbryng the saide citie to the 
pooreste village within the realme. Therbe here with- 
in the towne xl. Ix. a hundrethey I knowe not howe 
many malte kylnes, every marchant of the towne 
makethe hym a kylne and maketh malte ; leffes all 
trade of marchandyse and imploithe his stoke in 
come, byethe up all the wode in the contrey, tymbre 
and other» and therwith makethe malte. Whan the 
poire men of the contrey briugithe in ther malte to 
the market^ offeryng the same for v^ the quarter* 
thes come graitters offerithe them vi*. and so biethe 
up the hole market, haveyng thereof gret abundance t 
sexching for barly thoroweoute lincohieshirey con- 
veying the same to Yorke by water. They sell ther 
malte to ale wy£& at ther owne price* and causethe 
all the towne to be ale-typlers; every ydle knave and 
vacabounde ther gettithe hym an alehouse over his 
hede* and serchese no further profet nor kynde of 
lyvyng, yet the Citie stondethe the beste for trade of 
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marchandise that ever I se, London excepte ; balan- 
geiSy crayese, goodlj yessells may airiye galantlj at 
the towne syde. Condemne ye therfore all the make 
kyliies within the towne and the suhurhes, and then 
shall they of necessitie begyn agayne ther olde trade 
of marchandise. Examyne ye this of anyman of 
experience that knowethe Yorker and hathe reason 
to marke the decay of a Coinonwelthe, and 1 warrant 
yowe he ^hall affirme this to be trewe. Tl^ Towne 
neyer decaede before thes malte kyfaies were made ; 
yet may ye not gyve credence to Sir George Lawson, 
for he hathe made nowe of late a grete newe gamer 
over againste his house, lyke unto a Kings grete 
galarie^ and therbye intendithe sumwhate. 

Your Lordeshipe muste pardon me if I truble 
yowe sumtyme with my folishe lettres^ for I hade 
rather ye jugede me importune then tobe negligent 
of dewte« To be ydle hit is againste my nature. 
Your Lordeshipe hathe dyvers and sondry tymes 
saide unto me heretofore that ye wolde set me furthe 
in parties beyond See. l£ my sudie occasion do occure 
wherein ye thynke I may or am able to serve the 
Xing or yowe vnder the King, hit may please your 
Lordeshipe to attemte and prove me in sum smale 
thyng, and as ye shall fynde my procedings, so ye 
may commite unto me grcmora negocia. Your 
Lordeshipe knowes the cumpas of my wite aswell as 
myselfil Whether hit be your pleasure I shall cum 
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up to London this Parliament and Convocatkm tjme 
or not, I w<^de gladcly knowe jowr Londeshippet 
pleasure, for withoute your expresse licence and 
oomaundement I dare not nor wifaiot xeinove heiiiiy 
altho hit shulde be my gret cumforthe to se your 
Lordeshipe. Thus Chiiste continewe yowe in goode 
helthe witb increne of honofm. Frome Yonke^ this 
Ester Monday. 
Yo' I^deshippet motte bownden to coSainide, 

To the right honorable and my Bynguler RIC« LAYTON. 

good Lurde, my Lorde Preve Seall. 



LETT£R QCCXXXVIL 

Dr. London to the Lord Privy Seal : with his Survey 
of the Friari Houeee of Oxford, 

[IBIO. S te. ixiiL 709. OHir.] 

In my most humble maner I have me commendyd 
unto your g^uedde Lordshippe ivith my aaiurede 
prayer aiid service during my liiT. It may like yow 
to be advertisede that M. Maier, maater Aldermen, 
and I, have be, acording to the Kings Grace commis- 
tioni at all the places of the Fryers in Oxforde, and 
foraamoche aa we be in dowbt of many things, we 
thowzt gudde to know your Lordeships pleasur or 
we went any further: and I achall expresse in ordre 
what by therto we have dim. 
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At ML Pye is comyng home M. Maier and M. 

Fryer wer at London, and forasmoche as we dowbtyd 
of ther spedy com jng home, and M. Pye and I wer 
creadable informed that it wasse tyme to be doing 
among the Erien, we went to every place of them, 
and toke sudie a yew and stay amdng them as die 
^rme wolde pennytt, till M. Maier com home with 
ML Pryw. 

And fyrst went to the Whyte Friers. Ther they 
have lately solde to th* Abbot of Ensham an annuytie 
of iij^i. wiche cum owt of the same Howse of En- 
sham: and receyvid butt xl^« for ytt, wiche they have 
deyyded amonge them ; and iver redy to sell a nother, 
anuytie of iiij^^, payde to them by th* Abbot of West- 
mystV They have butt litill grounde longing to 
them, yet have they lett it owt for xxx. yeres, and 
badde bargenyd for suche elmys as growith abowt the 
Howse ; and som wer delyuered. We have stayd the 
rest. Two shrewyd husboudsj Priors ther, hathe sold 
in maner all ther iuellys and plate : suche as ys laft 
ys comprised in a byll. They have prety ornaments, 
as copys and vestments. All the gndds of the Howse 
besyd ys nott worth v*i. The Howse is notably 
ruynoae. The Prior hath be a brode syns befor 
Whytsontyd: and will be at home thys weke as 
they say. In the meny tyme all thing ys made 
saf ther. 

The Augustines conteynyth nott in the hole 
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grounde passing vj. or vij. acres. And the Howse ys 
notably ruynose. My Lord of Derelyny lately ther 

Prior, fellyd the best trees wer in ther ground, and 
hadde thens moch guely/ stuff, and plate to the valor 
as they say of CC. marks at the lest He left them 
butt iij. chalessesy and no other plate nor juell. They 
be in extreme poverty and all ther ornaments of ther 
Church and stuff of howshold ys yvill worthe x**. 
Ther ys befor Why tsonlyd yerly a fayer worth to the 
Fryers som yere iiij^., som yere v*. towards the costs 
in making ther bothes, and they can nott contynew 
Iber. 

The Gray Fryers hathe prayty Ilonds behynd ther 
Howse well woddyde, and the waters be thers also* 
They have oon fayer oroherd, and sondry praty gar- 
dens and lodgings. It is a great hoge'' Howse con-> 
te3nriyng moche mynose bylding. They have im- 
pledgyd and solde most of ther plate and juellys, 
forcyd by necessitee as they do saye : and that ze- 
majmethe ys in the bill. Ther ornaments of ther 
Churche be olde and litill worthe. Ther other stuff 
of howsholde ys yvill worth x^* They have taken- 
vppe the pypes of ther condytt lately and have cast 
them in sowys, to the nombre Ixvij. wherof xij. be 
sold for the costs in taking uppe of the pypes as the 
Warden saith. The residew we have putt in safe 
garde : butt we have nott yet weyd them ; and ther ys 

• jeweb. ■ ^ huge. 



Digitized by 



ORIGINAL LETTERS* 



jet in the ertlie remaynyng moche of the cundy tt nott 
taken uppe. In ther Ghroves the wyndehathe blown 
down many grett trees wich do remayne upon the 
ground. Thees Freers do receyye yerly owt of th*ex- 
chequer, of the Kings almys, 1. marks. Thys Howse 
18 all coueiyd with sktte and no ledde. 

The Black Fryers hathe in ther baksyde lykwise 
dyuoia Honda well woddyd, and conteynyth in 
lengith a great ground. There quere wasae hitely 
new byldede, and couered with ledde. It ys lykwise 
a bigge Howse and all coueryd with alatt saving the 
queere. They have prety store of plate and juellys, 
and specially there ys a gudd chalea of golde sett' 
with atonys, and ys better then a C. marks: and 
ther ys also a gudd cro6se» with other things con- 
te3myd in the bill* Ther ornaments be olde and of 
small valor. They have a very fayer Cuudytt, and 
lonnythe fresshelye. Ther be butt x. Fryers, being 
Prests, besid the Anker wich ys a well disposyd man, 
and have 1. marks yerly of the Kings cofers. 

It ys rumoryd her that dyuers of the garde do in- 
tende to begge thees Howsys of the Kings Highues : 
^and that, with other considerations, .moveth me now 
to be an humble petitioner unto your Lordeschippe 
for my neybora. We have in Oxforde two of the 
Kings Grace's servants, M. Banaster and M^ Pye, two 
as burgesly and as honest men as lyvith in any town, 
and hathe no thing to live upon, nother farmea abrode 

VOL. Ill, L 
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nor feet tanng oonlj iker 

iiij** a day. M. Banester ys now mayor,'= and M. Pye 
halii be majer to bye great chardge.'* Your Lorde^ 
schippe schulde do a very chery table dede to obtayne 
for M» Banester the cyte* witb the proff^tts of the 
Whyte Fryers^ and finr M', Pye, die cyte* witii the 
proffytts of the Fry ere of the Austen fryers. 
Pye epeeiaUy hath be diligeBt to bring Tnto tlie King* 
Grace bonds thees Howses, and therfor I besek yowr 
gudd Loideechipp to be godd Lord onto hyni. And 
syns M. Mayer com bonm he ys as diligent as maye 
be and so ys M. I'ryer. 

* And fbrasmoche as I foand your Lordescbipp 

guM Lorde nnto me in my suyte for my neighbors 
of Walingfordy towcbyng tber fee farmoi to whom I 
besek yow to contynew gudd Lord, I am now the 
bolder to motyon yowr Lordeschippe for my neyboiB 
of Oxford, seyng so gudd an occasion ys com wherin 
your Lordescbipp may do unto them the hyest be- 
nefy tt that ever dydd honorable man. 

The greatist occasion of the povertie.of thys Town 
ys the payment of ther fee fanne: for thys ys cus* 
tomablie seen that suche as befor they have be bay- 
lif & hath be prety occupy ers, if in ther yere com be 
nott at a hie price then they be nott able to pay ther 
fee far me*. And for the worschipp of ther town they 

c A.D. 163;.8, W. Bannister, mayor. Pethall'* Hift Oxf. p. 3«9. 
* A.D. 1632-3, J. I'yc, mayor. Ibid. * aite. 
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must that yere kepe the better howsys, fest ther ney- 
hoTB, and wer better iqppaiell, wiehe makitli them so 
pore that few of them can reeoner agen* 

If by your gudde Lordeschips mediation the town 
wyzt bane the Ghrey and BkokFryem growmb after 
the Kings Grace hath he answerd for the wodd and 
bayldinga with other tbynge upon the same : and lyke- 
wise the cyts' of the Whyte and Ansten Fryers afltor 
the decese of M» Banester and M. Pye, it wolde mer- 
velosly helpe the town, and gere them great oecasion 
to fall to clothynge : ffor vpon the Grey and Black 
f^ryers water be €erten|convenyent and commodiose 
places to sett lolling mylles upon, and so people myat 
be sett a worke. Now the baylys forcyd by necessitie 
takith such toll ci such as passith by the town, with 
catell or any maner of cariage as makith men lothe to 
cum hex bye* And Oxford ys no gieat thorowfiure 
wherby moche resort schuld helpe them. Thys 
benefytt schuld lytell hynder the Kings Maiestie and 
mefveloualy kelpe thyi powr town. And your Lofd- 
schippe schuld do a blessyd acte to helpe so many 
power meUj wich by ther fee farme be notably 
poverischyd. And yet the Kings Grace schuld save 
a C. marks yerly in hys cofers by reason of the Gray 
and Black Erysrs wich bathe eueiy of them L marks 
by yere. 

It may like your Lordeschipp to acerten usse of 
your pleasure* 

'•ilMt 

L 2 
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Iwprimisy whether you will accept this supplica-' 
tion, and if the fonne be not to your Lord- 

schipps plesur to lett usse have a forme. 

Item, when we have sent upp all the namys of 
suche as hath made submission, if your Lordeschippe 
will accept itt, then that with spede we may have 
ther capacytiesj ffor the longar they tary the more 
they will wast. 

Item, to have your pleaaur how yow will haue the 
guddes kept when they have their capacyties. 

Item, to knowe your pleaaur concemyng the 
Anker of that Howse cum into the Kings hands, 
whether he schall remayue ther or nott. He byldyd 
the Howse owt of the grounde and wdde iayne end 
hys M* ther if it be the Kings Graces pleasur and 
yowr Lordeschips. 

Item, what rewards every Freer schall have wher- 
with • ... at ther departinge. 

Item, whether we schall requyer of my Lord of 
Ensham such munyments as he hadde of the Whyte 
Fryers, concemyng the sayd annuytie of iij^. 

Our Lord save your gudd Lordeschippe with in- 
crese of much honor. Oxon. viij. July. 

Your most bounden orator, 

JOHN LONDON. 
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LETTER CCCXXXVIIL 

Sir Bryan Tuke to the Lord Privy Set^, for hii^son' 
in4aWf Mr. Audeleyt to have the suppressed Priory 
of Hylton, in Staffordshire, to ferm. 

[ibid. 2 Ser, xli?. SIO. Orig,'\ 

*«* HfltoD Priory) in Stafibntehive^ was firanded by Henry de 
Auddey, according to Tanner, in 12S3. At the Dissolution its 
gross revenae amounted to 892. 10«. \\d, per annum ; its clear in- 
come to 761. 14s. 11 ^d. Bryan Tuke's petition went unheeded. 
The site waa granted in the Mth of Henry VIII. to Sir Edward 
Aston. 

Mt singuler and special good Lorde, I humUy re* 

commende me vnto your good Lordship. My Lorde^ 
80 it is there is a poore Monastery in Staffordshire, 

called Hylton, the lands wherof be as I vnderstonde 

XX 

of the yerely value of jiiiii. or theraboute» and 
of the fundacion of the Lord Audelay, whose manor^. 
called Audelay, is besids it, and is nowe in the hands 
imd possession of yong M* Audelay^ my son in lawe^ 
and of my doughter his wife, by Act of Parliament. 

My Lorde, this Monastery was not suppressed, but 
stondeth stil : and is of litel moment or importance, 
other then the value of the lands ; and my said son 
in-lawe to the litel lande that he hathe in that 
countrey, whiche is al that he and my douzter have 
in recompenee of her joyntor that, . by my bargain 
vdth Lorde Audelay, shulde have ben CCC,*i ^ind i^ 



Digitized by Google 



222 ORIGINAL XJBTTSSSt 

nowe skant C« marcs, bathe no maner house to dwel 

in but an olde rujnous Castel, almost al fallen down : 
aiid« theifore, he was desirous, if it had ben suppress- 
ed, to have bad the said Monastery in ferme, and 
bad, as be shewed me, the Kings gracious favor ther- 
in. Howe be it, the House stonding, bis sute was 
in vayne, 

Kowe> me thinketb by hpR the inoumbent of the 
said Monastery can be contented to resigne the same 
Monastery into' the £angs hands, and M. Audelay 
wolde iayne sue to bis Maieste, but be lakketb frends 
and redy money, to make any convenient composicion 
with his Higbnesy and I knowe noon in Rngbtnd to 
whom I ean lecnnre to be mediator to tbe Kingt 
Grace for me or my frends but your Lordship, whose 
goodnes ahedy shewed unto me I baive not bithertoy 
ne can tel howe to deserve. And he, my Lorde, is 
nowe comen oute of Staffoidshire purposely to re^ 
paire unto your said Lordship fx this cause^ as to bis 
chefe hope, to further and avance his htunble porsute, 
desiring my lettcesrunto your good Loordsfaip in bis 
favor. Wherfore, my Lorde, I humbly beseche 
your Lordship fior my sake to be the better Locde 
onto hym berin, and surely my Lorde ye dud tfaorby 
do a right charitable dede in releving that poore 
fionylie and name, by tbe infortune of bis £stheir so 
sorely decayed : deserving therby, as ye do of al 
noble meUf eternal lawde and fame. And me your 
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Lordah^ ahal so moche more devinoe unto you for 

evermore as your perpetual bedeman. Thus, Al- 
my^tj Jbu long preserve your good Lordship. At 
LondaUi the penultyme of Aug^nsty 1588. 

humble and daily bedeman for ever 

BRIAN TUKB. 

To my singuler and special good Lorde, 
nj Lorde Gnunwell, Lorde Privey Seale. 



LETTER CCCXXXIX. 

The Abbot Holes to the Lord Prwff Seal, that the 
Shrine of the feigned ReUc^ eoMed the Blood of 
Hales, may he razed, to avoid superstition, 
[nun, 2 Ser. xvii. 170. Orif.'] 

Pleasith hit youre Honor, aftyr my most humble 
dewty ^th immortal tfaancks for youre inestymable 
goodnes towarde me ever att my nede, to be adverty- 
syd that where hit is so that the case where that 
faynyd relycke callyd the Bloode was in doth stande 
as yet in the place there styll^^ as hit was in manner 
and feuuhion of a Shiyne* so that I am aferde lest hit 
shulde mynistre occasyon to any weke person, loking 
therupon» to abuse his conscyens therwith; and, 
iherfore, I do beseche you to be so good Lorde unto 
me as to geve me lycens that I may putt hit downe, 
•very styck and stone, so that no maner of tokyn or 
remembrans of that forgyd Kelycke shall remayne 
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there during the tyme that hit shall please God, oure 
BOTeiegne Lorde the Kings Majesty, and your good 
Lordeshipe, that this pore Howse may stande. And 
as towching.the valor of the aylver and golde that is 
ther3ni, I th3mck hit is not worth xl.*», scant xxx.** 
by estymacon^ wherin hit may please yo' Lordeshipe 
to geve credyt to this berer, and by the same to lett 
me know your pleasure in the premysses, beseching 
yow most humbly to conl^new my good Lorde^ as ye 
have ever byn, and to accept this pore tokyn whiche 
I do send you att this tyme, a strange pece of golde. 
And this the blessyd Lorde of Hevyn longe preserve 
yo*" lyf and heltli to his pleasure. Amen. Att Heiles, 
the xxiij. daye of Septembrel 

Your most boundyn bedsman, 

ST£PUYi^^ Abbat there. 

To my most especyall good Lorde^ 
my Lorde Pryvey Scale, 



LETTER CCCXL. . 

Doctor L$ayton to the Lord Privy Seal, respecting the 
Home of the Trimtarian Friare^ at Hounelow. 

£iBio. 2 iSer. xx. 294. OHfO 

*«* The Priory, as it was oalled, at Hoaiiilow> was founded iu 
file thfrtoenth Genturyy bnt by whom m at what eiact tiine is un- 
joertaiiu Jt.waa dedinted to the Holy IVinity, and behmged to the 
brethran of that Order, whose peculiar office it was to solicit alms 
for the redemption of captives. At ito soppressioDi ito re?eDiies 
were valaed at TBI. 8t. 6d. per amiam. Hie manor and cbnieh of 
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Bedfout, and an annual rent of 201. out of the town of Kingston- 
ppon-Thames, were among the most valuable of its possessions. 

The manor of Hounslow Emd the site of the Priory were annexed 
by Henry VIII. to the Honor of Hampton Court. 



Hit may please your Lordeshipe tobe aduertisede 
that on Eriday laste the Minister off the Frears of 
Hownsley let to ferm to M^. Cheiseman all his 
Howse, londs, and tenements, for a hundrethe yore 
saue Qne» He topay, therfore, yerly, to the saide Mi- 
nister, duryng his lyffe, x.**, and to evere off the 
reste and to obtayne their capacities off his coste 
and charge, and cam unto them in your name, sayng 
that your Lordeshipe was well content they shulde so • 
do. Thys, the Minister hathe confessede unto me, 
with salle off smale parcells off plaite ; whome t 
comaundede in your name, and as he wolde make 
• answer at his further |>ere]l, that he shulde not pro- 
cede to any further sale or alienation of any his 
moveables, tyll he th^rin knewe your Lordshippes 
•further pleasure. Yet M' Cheiseinan dynede with 
me here at Harowe the laste Thorisday, the veray 
day before he towke owte this leasse, and tolde me 
that the Minister and hys brederen wolde have solde 
vnto hym all the londs and Howse, and askede myne 
advice what he shulde or myght do therin. I then 
willede hym that innowysse he shulde attempte any 
suche thyng ; but to repaire unto your Lordeshipe, 
and to oppen all ther demeanor unto yowe, the Kings 

L ft 
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high Vicar generally to whom hit appertajnede to se a 
xedresse in all snche ther misgoremauiice. Neuier- 
thelesse, the morowe a^ter^ he obtaynede tius leaMe 
with the couditiona above aaide^ as the Mioister hym- 
lelff bathe confesaede unto me, whom I aent for to 
Harowe with spede, assone as by mj neburrs I herde 
off this boute. Thus ta advertise your L(»deabipe 
off this lewede firear, my nebur, I thowght expedient 
and my bownden dewtie. Howe this thyng, done in 
firttttdem Jlegis, shall take effecte, the Prince tber 
fownder, your Lordeshipe can beste consider. 

I sende yow by thia bringer^ Peiisse^ of Harovre 
graffede by my Loide of Dusesme his owne hand;^ 
and suche parterige as my hawke kylls, wheroff here 
is grett plentye. We lake but goode Hawks, and 
your Lordeshipe to se them flee. 

This Hownslowe is a hundieth marks, meate for 
M' Doctor Trigunwell if yo' Lordeshipe therin have 
made no former graunte. Thus Christe continewe 
your Lordeshipe in hel^e with incresse off honoura. 
Erome Harowe on the Hyll, the xxv^ of September, 
by your Lordeshippes moste bownden to comaunde 

Ri. LAYTON^ preite. . 

To the ryght honorable and my singuler 
goode Lorde, my Lorde Priueyseall. 

• Pears. 

b Cuthbert TunitaU, aflwttda Biahop n£ Dvtimm, had been rector of Utmm 
from 1511 to ista. 
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LETTER CCCXLL 

lUchard Layton to Lord Cromwell. Bindt the Abbot 
of Hales in a reeogmxanee. Intendi^ aeewding to 
commandment^ to pay the Iriar*s debts to the Inha- 
bUcaUa of Houmlow. 

[niD. 9 XX. 268. Onif.] 

This shalbe to adTertise your Lordesbipp that, ac- 
cordyng to yo' commaundmenty I bownde th' Abbott 
of Hailes in a Teoognuauiice of y. himdiethe pownda 
that he showlde not, from the day of hys departure 
from London, aljenate, nor gage, pledge, or putt 
aayde anny the movables of his House, or grawnte 
owt anny thinge by convent scale from the dayr of his 
pievy surrender fdrwardis \ and so sonde byme home. 

On Friday last I cam to Harrow. Yesterfay, the 
morrow after, I wente into the ffieldis, and such birds 
as I kyllede with my hawke I sonde unto your Lorde- 
shipp by this biynger, my servante, viz., three 
fieaauads. 

To morrow, according to your commaundement, I 
purpose to be at Hunslow, and M% Ansam the 
grotne portar also, ther to pay the pore inhabitaunoe 
and vytlers of the towne, such debts as was dew by 
the lewde, dronkyne f&yers, whicfaa, as the eommyne 
reporte is, dronke wlckely all the towne dry ; not a 
lytle myssyde of the Ale typelers; and yet when 
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they wer most dronke at nygth, and lede home to 
their house by the inhabitaunce theri then the same 
selfe parsones wer most holly in the mornynge, and 
most redy to synge masse* 0 quanta ReHgio Iubc ! 
From Harrow, this Sonday, by your Lordeshippia 
most humble to comaunde 

RYCHAEDS LATTON^ jpr«<fo. 

To Hm ri|^ hooofaUe and my singulor 
. good Loide> my Lord PliToy Seale.* 



LETTER CCCXLn. 

John Hales to the Jjord Privy Seal, announcing the 
suppreuion of Sulby Monastery^ m Northampton' 

shire, 

[ibid. 2 Ser, m, 15. OrigJ] 

'■^ ' 

%* Sulby was an Abbey of Premonstratensians, founded about 
the year 1155 ; valued in the 26^ Hen. VIII. at 3051. 8«. 5id. in 
gross, and at 2681. 8«. 6|d. in its clear revenue. The aite iraa 
granted in the 10*> of Queen EUnbelli to Sir Chriatoplier Hatto% 
knight 

Ralph Almonte, or Anumtey the last abbo^ ooevn in 15S4. He 
bad SOI, a-year pension granted to him in IStS. 

Of John Halest the writer of tiiia laootiie lottery the Editor is im- 
certain. Wood| in his Athens OzonienseSy mentionB John Halet, a 
younger son of Thomas Hales of Hales Place, in HaUen in Kent, 
who was cleric of the hanaper Ibr several years in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth ; and in I54S was iqipointed a OominisBioner to 
enquire into Endosorei, letting houses fidl to 'decay, and the on- 
'lawful converting of arable gronnd into pastures, fior the counties of 
Oxon, Berks, Warwick, Leicester, Bedford, Bucks, and Norihamp- 
ton. His estate lay cUeIfy in Warwickshire^ and his residence ft 
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CoTcntrj, where hk principal home was called Hales Place, other- 
wiM fhe White man. 

If fhif waa John Halet, llie writer of the premt Letter^ he had 
also the site of ^ John's Hospital at Warwicky and eonveried it 
into a M-echodl^ which still oontmnea. He died Jan. Sth, UTS. 



Mt duetie most humbly don unto your gode 

Lordeship, accordyng to your pleasure and comande- 
mentj the papisticali deune of idle and Ttterly yn- 
lemed beasts at Soulbie^ is broken vp and dispersed ; 
and your servant is in possession. Wherfore I most 
humblie praae for your gode Lordeship, otherwise I 
confesse, although I consume this wretched bodie, I 
shall not be able in any parte to gratefie your gode 
Lordeship, whom the blissed Trynyte preserve in 
moche honor and prosperous helthe. From Soulbie^ 
the zrv^ of September. 

Yo^ Lordeships fEdihfuU servant and oratour, 

JOHN HALES. 

To tiie right honorable and my syngler ' 
good Lorde and Master^ my Lorde 
Pkevy Scale. 
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LETTER CCCXLIIL 

Thamas Arundell to the Lord Privy Seal. The Abbess 
and Convent of Shfrftdmry offer five hundred marke 
io the King, and one hundred pounds to his JLord- 
Mp, to be allowed to remain under any other 
name and apparei ae hu Majesty's Bede^wmmu 
The Abbot of Ceme makes a similar qffisr* 

[muom umUf t mi. tiu. I. ISS. Orig.] 

Mt flyngdler.good Lorde» aftur my lawlj and 

moiste herty recommendacdnsy thies shalbe t*aduer- 
tjee the same that, forasmoche as your goode Lord* 
ahipe, at my departure, dyd, by occasion, aske of me 
whether th* Abbes and Ck>nuente of the Monastery of 
Shafton wolde sunendre theyr Hoiwsse vnto the 
Xiugys handys, wherunto I aunswaryde as I then 
thought that ooiisideiyiig the King ys Highnes was so 
liberalle to all sucbe that soo wolde surrendre, they 
wolde rather be oontenlyde to foUowe the moo then 
otherwyse. Neuerthelesse, sythyns the comyng hyd- 
dur of Maisf Doctor TreygonnoU, the Kings Highnes 
Comisskmer in that byhalfey I haue perceyuide theyme 
to be of other sorte ; ffor, notwithstanding the long 
and cbmest piactysing of the saide M^ Doctor for 
theyre surrendrys, they haue in right lamentable wyse 
aun&werede^ that havyng the fOnvor of the Kings Ma- 
iestye, they woU not by any meane wollingty ther- 
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vnto aggre. Wheruppon the haue moiste hertly 
desyxede me to write mto your goode Loidahipe to* 
move thejre petic5n that it mought please the same 
tomove die Kings Maiesty that they maye xemayne 
here, by some oilier name and apparell, hys Highnes 
poore and true Beydyswemen^ Sot the whyche they 
well gladly gyve Vnto hys said Majesty fyye hondrethe 
markes, and ynto your Lord&hipei for your paynes, 
on hondrethe ponds. And hane ako eftsons xequirede 
me to desyre your goode Lordship t'accepte this 
theyre m<»ste humble petic^ in goode partem and 
that th^ meane in noo wyee t'ofbnde the King ia 
saide Maiesty in this bihalf. And nowe^ my goode ' 
Lorde, evyn so I haue desyryde yoF Lordship for 
theyme ; soo must I and doo hertly praye the same 
to haue me ezeusyde of thys my bolde enterprise. 
But your gentiU goodnes allmys towards me bailee 
bene the eause therof, whiche enforsythe me thus U>- 
trowUe yon. And sythyns my eomeng home, 
th* Abbot of Ceme haythe desyrede me to maike the 
same offire whiche I wolbe bounden to see perfonnyde 
also, yf it maye soo staunde with yo*" goode pleasure. 
As ff Lorde knowythoi who sende yo*^ good Lord- 
shipe goode and long lyfe. Prom Shafton, the zriij^ 
daye of Decembre. 

Youre Lordschips with my seniis» 

THOMAS AEUNDELL. 

To the right honourable and my verry 
gin^ler goode Lorde, my Lord« 
Pryvey Sealle. . 
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LETTER CCCXLIV* 

Catherine BuUceUy^ Abheu of GodstaWf to Lord 

Cromwell. Begs his acceptance of the Stewardship 
of thai MonoMtery. 

[ibid, a Ser, zIy. 2. Or^.] 

• My moste especiall good Lorde. After my raoste 

humble dewtie and iumiortal thanks for your infyny te 
goodnes towaide me, thies be to aduertuie your Honor 
that where as the laste weke I was enformyd by the 
Deane of th* Arches lettres that you ax so good Lorde 
* unto me as to accepte this lyttle office of the Stew* 
lurdeship of this Monasteries I am so boulde as to 
sende unto your Honor herewilh the Patente thereof 
under our Convent Seale for tenne of your liffe, be- 
seching your Honor to accepte the same, thoughe it 
he but smalle ; ffor if it were a M. tymes better you 
Miuld have it with all my haxte and praiers, as 
knowes our Savior Cryste, who ever preserve you in 
honor duely to increace to his pleasure. Amen. At 
.Godistowe, the xij^ daie of Marche. 

Yo' moste bownden bedswooman, 

* KATU£ilIN£ BULK£L£Yj AhbeS thcTe^ 
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. LETTER CCCXLV. 

Catherine Bulkeley, Abbess of God^tow, to the Lord 
Privy Seal. Thanks far his kind conduct toward 
their House* 

[ibid. 2 Ser, xiv. 3. Orig,"] 

My moste singular good Lorde, my mooste humbly 
duties thies be speciaUie tp tfaanke you for that it 
pleasithe you to dyrecte youre letters for the siaie of 
Doctor London whiche was here, redie to suppress^ 
this poor House, ageinste my will and all my sisten ; 
and had done it in dede if you had not so spediiiq 
sente oontraxie conunawndente^ for thc^ whiche youie 
goodnes you shall be well assuered, (as I all redie 
mooste bowndeU)) of a poor mayden is prayer duringe 
my lyffe ; seinge I have no other riches to recompense 
youwithalL And where it pleasid you to dyrecte 
youre letters sens that tyme to me and my system for 
the preferment of May star Doctor Owen to owre 
demaynes and stodce, thies be to certifie your Lord- 
shipe that we have accomplishede the same with all 
fauor and gentiUnes as I truste he will reporte and 
give youre Lordeshipe thanks therefore, for no man 
levinge under the Kinge cowld have had it of hus 
withe oure good willis, savinge your Lordeshipe. 
And, therefore, as my verie truste and comforde is 
in you, I beseche you to contynewe my good Lorde, 

• 
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as I truste you shall never have cause to the contrarie j 
for youie Lordeahipe shall be well assaered that ther 
is nother Pope nor Purgatorie, Image nor Pilgrimage, 
ne piayinge to dede Saintes, usid or regarded 
amongeste hna; but all supeiaticioua oeremonieB set 
aparte, the verie honor of God and the trewithe of 
his holie wordesi as fane as -the fraile nature of 
women may ateyne unto, is mooste tendeilie folowid 
and regarded withe hus. Not dowtinge but this 
gamente and fftcon of lifib dothe noihinge prevaile to* 
warde oure justifyinge before Grod, by whome, for his 
swete'Sone Jhesus sake, we onlie truste to be justified 
and saTed, who ever preserve yo' honor to his plea- 
sure. Amen. At Godstowe, this xxv^^ daie of 
Nouember. 

Youre mooste bownden bediswoman, ' 
KATHSRINB BVLKBLET, Jbbeite there. 

To IIm riglite honocaUe and my yeria 
singular good loide, my Loipda 
Prarifi Stiale, 
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LETTER CCCXLVI. 

2%omai Pony to CnmwelL The jmoeb of the 

Convent of St, Swithin at Winchester jpurcha^ed of 
the Prior and Monks hjf one Bestyan, a Jeweller: 
the same who had been to dhen reUgicui Soueee 
through the Realm for the same purpose. 

[iBUK 9 soii. m. (MrO 
After my moste Iramble bounden duetie, tlies 
shalbe to aduertise your Maistership that upon the 
ezaniTiiacioii of diven of the moiikes here, according 
to your comaundement, I well perce^^-e that diverge 
piedous stoneSf as emerodeS} and otheiri to a grete 
yalue^ taken out of the juells of the House here 
prively by the Prior and iiij* or v. Menkes of his 
affinities without consent or knowlege of the CouTent, 
were sollde to one Bestyan, a Jeweller, who as I here 
saie^ is in London in some familie of the Straungiers 
iher. And understanding that he hathe ben in 
diverse rehgious Houses throughout the Reallm for a 
like purpose^ in case yt plessid your Mastership to 
comaunde hym to be taken and brought bifor youe, 
he^ I suppose, woUde not onely with a litell coher- 
cyon yeQde ayen sache juelles and theasm* as he 
hathe sedicyously by his crafty meanes goten, but 
allso disclose unto your Mastershipp thinges that 
shulld be to the Kinges Highnes moche profitable 

*tN«niie. 
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and to youe right singler pleasur. M'. Doctor Leigh 
is furthe in roche other affiiires as je have comaundid 
hym and to morow he will retorne for tVexpedicion 
of our busynes her ; wherein shalbe all the forwardnes 
of that pore seruice that I can : and bringing with 
US at our retorne the boke of perticulcrs of the said 
juelles, and certi£cat of the rest, God willing, who 
have your Mastership in his blessid tuicyon. At 
Saint Swithins, in Winchester, the xiiij, dale of 
Marchci with th'ande of your humble serraunt, 

THOBfAS PARRY. 

To his right honorable Maister, 
Crumwell, Chief Secretarie to 
the Kiuges Highnes. 

LETTER CCCXLVIL 

The Warden of the Orey Frtan in London to Lord 

Cromwell, to change hia habit* 

[MS. OOnOH. CLBOP. B. 06. Orig."] 

Frudentunme mi Domine, eandemque tibi eakttem. 

Yff yt may be callyd to your Lordschyppys re- 
membraus ye comandyd me to send the namys of my 
bretheme, wheruppon ye myght send a dyspensacyon 
off our papystycall slanderus apparell (the wych I 
tbynke yt plesyth God that we shall no more were) 
for off truth yt hath not byn ryghtly usyd many 
yerys, and therffor I dowth not but God movys th^ 
^ herts off Piyncys to take yt away, and many other 
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th3mgs more yn the Chyrche off X*., sicut Ezechiaa 
4^ Beg. 18 fregit serpentem eneum quern fecit Moyeee 
ex precepto Dei. Off the which acte we may se that 
Prynces may change a thynge that God dyd institute^ 
when yt ys not usyd to Godds 3mtent. Also yt ys 
not on knowyn to them that be lernyd yn Godds^ 
law, how God gaffe to the chylder of Ysiaell, and to 
elargy of Ysraell also, both ceytys and townys, &c., 
but when thay usyd themselvys with ydolatry and 
syne, then dyd the same God that gafife the gyfts 
mowe,'' and Caldeys and Babylons, yee as Scrypture 
sayth that he callyd the Babylons and the Caldeys, 
to take a way that he affore gaffe, &c., and the Apos- 
tyll sayth prkna Co. hmc autem emma infigwra 
nostri contlngehant illisy scripta autem sunt ad corep^ 
Honem noitrarum. No dowth but yn theys words 
the Apostyll spoke off us, and aU that shall cum after 
Cxyst ; the which theynge ys now justly executyd on 
lis, we specyally off the eleigy, have God as a lowyng 
Father doyth corectte and callyth agayn to hym by 
thoys that hath Autoiyte to change all customys, 
usages, and maners yn lemynge and apparell, that 
hath byn offensyre to Godds pepyll; the which 
autoryte wee say ys yn the K3mgs Gtraces hand and 
your; and therffor all my bretherne desyryth no nother 
dyspensacyon but your Lordchyppys word, so knowyn 
to be your word and commandment by the leste let- 

*nove. 
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ter that yowr Lordchypp can wryght. For as moche 
aa je be our hejd (under the KyBga Gzace) wee be 
ezempte Aom aU Bjahopyi tyll yt AmU pleee the 
Kyngs Giace to submjtta us to them* I trust your 
Loidchyppe wjH wyth wKme^ to take na aa your aub* 
jeets exemptyd £1:0 Byshoppys ; and as Sor 1 myselffe 
am your beydman and aervant at all tymjn to my 
lywysende» and at your comandment, and styll re- 
majnjng. yn soche appaiell as your Lordchyppe sawe 
me yn at Cheoiheatery and wyll tyll I ahall knowyous 
plesur to be contrary, and then I shall obey with all 
tedjmaa^ I thynke koge tyH your dyapenaacyou 
cum ffor my bretheme, and so thynk thay also. Yff 
your plesur be to make your di^naacyou by evez^ 
mana name here^ I have aend iham yn thk other 
letter. So f^aie ye well yu God and all good proa- 
peiyte> fnr the which you. have and ahall have the 
dayly prayer of your orator the Warden off the Gray 
Fseyiayn Ijondon* 



LETTER CCCXLVIIL 

Johfi JVinchcombe to my Lord Privy Seal, who had 
wittenfar a thau$andpiec€i of KerseyM* 

[ibid. 9 Ser. xli. 692. OHg-.] 

John Winchcombe, tiie writer of this Letter^ was the aon of 
John Winchcombe, otherwise Jack <tf Newbarjy 00 wdl known in 
the Feign of Henry the Eighth. 

^ if]rlh law^ f . wmdutfei 
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The Messrs. Lysons, in their account of the Town of Newbury in 
Magna Britannia, say, " A picture, which hangs in a room oyer 
the new market-house, in which the corporation hold their pri- 
vate meetings, being a copy from the ori^^inal at Bucklesbury, is 
erroneously said to be the portrait of the celebrated Jack of New- 
bury ; whereas it is in fact that of his son, John Smallwodc, alias 
Wiochcombe, who died in 1557, as appears by the parish register. 

The date which accompanies the portrait is 1660, and the person 
ftreprasente Is uAd to hm Im0& ttm 61 years of age. This picture 
hat been copied fiir liie tign of Jw^ of Newbury, at the Ion of that 
aame, vfaieh ii said to gtand on the ftte of John Winchoombe's 
dweOing-honse. John Wlnchoonibey Ihe ton, became poitetted of 
ooniidunble laaded property, chiefly by the graala of mnnatHo et* 
tatet. Heniy Winehcombe^ Ut descendant wat created a baionet 
inieri. The tiHe became extinct aft hit deailh/^ No abtdntt tito 
ef a mooailaiT, however, i^pears to Imtb been granted to John 
Winchcombe. 

The fitUowing ralher oorioat entry ocean in the Fkivy OooneD 
Book of the ta* Heniy VIII. rdatfaig to ih» Winchcombe of the 

Westminster, 15 Matl|^ 

Whereas Winchcombe of Newburie and sundry other dotihiert 
did make suite unto the Kings Higlmes that the Statute made in the 
87*'* yeare of His Ma^'*^ reigne for the making of broade clothes and 
carsayes might be dissolved, or at the leastwise the execution thereof 
diffisrred, alleadging for themselves certain reasons, wheruppon they 
grounded their suite. It was declared unto them by the Counsaill 
that the Ring's Highnes pleasure was, the execution of the said 
Statute should be prorogued for a time, and that at the beginning of 
Easter terme next, four or six of the said clothiers should be before 
the Counsaill to saie what they could why their suite should be 
further graunted, and that in case it should appeare before the said 
Counsaill that tlie reasons which should be brought for the contrary 
parte were more eflTectual than theirs, then should they have libertie 
untill Bartlemewtide next to prepare all things necessarie for them 
for the observation of the said Statute ; and if the reasons of the 
clothiers should sceme of more efficacy, that then the said Statute 
should be annulled, and they to occupie as they doe at this present. 
Wheruppon it was agreed by tlie Counsaill that Poll Wythypoll, S' 
Richard Gresham, knight, and such others, as were noted to be the 
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tellan Mtk of the Mid Acto thoold have wuniiig to be raadie 
■Cdnit the teiM tenee, to eaje to defence of the feme Act what 
thej ooold enedge." 

My Ringwlar goode Lord (my dewtjre considexide}, 
I humblye commende me to your goode Lordshipe 
right glade to her of your Lordships goode helthe, 
sertifieng your Iiordshipe that I hay leceyvide your 

lettre wherin I perceyve the effect is ffor a thowsand 
peces of Kerseys betwixte this and Ester, whiche tyme 
I ensur your Lordshipe is very shorte, my promises 
befor made remembride* How be hite, I trust to 
make suche shifte ffor your Lordshipe to haue readye 
^ve hundrithe peces ageyust £ster^ and iS I can 
mor, your Lordshipe shalbe assuxide of them. And 
as for the price, I, at my commyng upe, whiche 
shalbe shortlye, shall shew your Lordshipe the utter* 
most of my mynde therin, as knowithe Gode, who 
hay your Lordshipe always in his blesside kepinge. 

Yowr assuride to his power, 

JOHN WXNCUCOMBE. 

To the right honerable ande Binguler 
goode Lord Pryrye SeaU^be this dd. 
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LETTER CCCXLIX. 

Richard JVhiting, Abbot of Glastonbury^ to Lord 
Cromwell, exctues hinuelff from coming to Parlia" 
ment,Jrom sieknets and n^miit?/, 

[ibid, a iSer. ziiL eS. Ot^.j 

Right honorable my singler goode Lorde, my 
dewtie in recomendacons in right humble ynae re- 
membred unto youre goode Lordshipp. Pleasith it 
you to be advertised that I have recevid the Kings 
writte comanding me to cume unto his Graceis high 
Parleament to be holden at Westm' the xxviij^ daye 
of this present moneth of Aprile. My good Lorde, 
the trewthe is this, as knoweth our Lorde God, I 
have been greatlye diseasid with dyuers inhrmyties 
mor then this hal£fe yere, in so muche that for the 
more parte of the tyme I haue not been able to labor 
fourthe of my housse, and I cannot ryde, nother yett 
goo well but with the helpe of my staffe, in v^y 
greate payne ; by reason whereof I am not able to do 
my moste bown den dewtie unto the Kings Mageste 
as with all my hoole harte and wille I wuld do, and 
that right moche grevith me, as knoweth God* In 
consideracon whereof, good my Lord, in whom is my 
singler tmste, I hartely and right hiunblie beseke 
you be goode Lord vnto me as ye alwayes hitherto 
have been. And if your Lordship thinke it so to be 
VOL, III. M 
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beat, it may please you of your great charitie and 
goodeness to move the Ky ngs Highnes for me that of 
his moste habuudant grace and pi tie it may please his 
Highenes moste giacioualy to pardon me, and to be 
absent at this tyme from this his Grace is saide Par» 
leament. Wherein your good Lordship may do to- 
wards me a right mercifull and charitable acte, as 
knoweth God. But if the Kings pleasure be so, I 
wulbe gladlye caryed thider in a horsse litter to ac» 
complisshe his Grace is pleasure and comaundement, 
rather then to tarye at home. My good Lorde I am 
not able to make you recompense accordinglye other- 
wise then with my moste hartye prayers, which of my 
yeiy dewtie I am bounden to rendre unto almyghtie 
Ood for the greate goodenes your goode Lordeshipp 
hath alwayes doon to me herebifore, as knoweth 
Oody who alwayes preserve your goode Lordshipp in 
honor. At Glastonbury tlie vij^ daye of Aprile. 
. Your Lordshipps bedisman assured, 

Ria« AhbcU tker. 

To the right honorable my singler goode 
Lord, my Lord Previe Seale, be this 
deliuered acordinglye. 
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LETTER CCCL. 

Richard Lmjion to the Lord Privy Seal. Dissolution 
of the Frwry of ClerkenwelL The Biehop of Lon- 
don at the point of death, Adam Traves, one of the 
Canons residentiary of Exeter^ also in extremis J* 
[ibid. S Sir. XX. 284. Or^.] 

%* John Stokesley, DD. was a fellow of Magdalen College, Ox- 
ford, and principal of Magdaieu Hall in 1502. After enjoying va- 
rious preferments, he was sent ambassador to Rome, one of the many 
who went about the King's diyorce, and upon his return had the 
biahoprick of London bestowed upon him, to which he was conse- 
cEttted Not. 27th, 1530. H« died Sept 8th) upon hisbktii-day. 

Adam TVaves waa collated to the archdeaconry of Exeter Jan. 
IMhy IftlS. Le Nere, in fab F^ti, gives no sncoesior in dils pre- 
fennent till 1555, the 2^ and of PfaiUp and Uwy. So that pro- 
bably Adam Traves disappointed Layton's expectations. 

Hit may please your Lordshipe to be adveitisede 

that this Saterday, the vj. of Septeinbre, we put the 
Duke of Northefooke his servande in custodye of 
Clarkenwell, and have fully dissoluede the same to 
the contentacou of the Phoresse and all hir sisters. 

The Bisshope of London cannot continewe tjU 
this letter cum unto yowe, for hit is jugede that he 
will departe this Saterday at nyght. He hath made 
his Executors M'. Recordor of London, M"". Baker 
the Kings Attorney, M^ Horewoode, and one Ewer 
his chapelayne* He hathe declared that he owythe 
the Kyng but CC^i. He confessithe to have but 
fyve hundrethe pownds in redy money. Men 

M 2 
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thjnkithe he hath muche more* His plate ys 
goode ; his carpetts also. 

One Adam TraveS| residensarie at Exceter, lyethe 
hexe at Garten house in poynt of dethe. He ys 
archedeacon of Exeter, and hath a prebende of the 
saide Churche, and hathe other benefices in that 
contrey right goode. The names therof I knowe not, 
nor the valewe. If ye liste to prefer any off your 
chapelains to the saide archedeaconrye, or to any 
other off his benefices, hit may please yowe to wiyte 
to the Bisshope. I suppos he wikot say yowe nay* 
To morowe, at nyghl, I wilbe att Redyng, and from 
thens repaire to your Lordeshipe with spede« whome 
I pray Gode continewe with incresse of honour. 

From London^ this Satterday^ at nyght, the of 
September. 

Y*^ Lordeshippes moste bownden to commande, 

To the right honorable and my singuler 
goode Lorde, my Lorde Prirey Seale. 
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LETTER CCCLI. 

I%e Mayor and Jldermen of Caermarthen to the Lord 

Privy Seal, asking for the dissolved House of the 

Gray Friars there, that they may establish a 

Crrammar School in it* v ' 

[lUD. 2 Ser. t. 146. Or^.] 

%• Tanner, describing the religious foundations of Caermarthen, 
says " Here was a House of Grey Friars under the custody of Bris- 
tol ; which, after the Dissolution, was granted 34 Hen. VIII. to 
Thomas Lloyd, and 5 Edw. VI. to Sir Thomas Gresham." It seems 
probable that the Lloyd heru mentioned was the same with Thomas 
Uoyd, chaunter of St. Davids, spoken of in the Letter, who in- 
tended to establish a Grammar School within the site of the Friary. 
His intention, however, from some cause or other, does not seem to 
have been carried into effect ; and the Town-petition was disre- 
garded. 

The Grammar School of Caermarthen, which exists at the present 
time, was founded by Letters Patent, dated 7th July, 18 Eliz. A.l). 
1576, at the petition of Walter Earl of Essex, Richard Davies Bi- 
shop of St. David's, Sir James Croft Kut., Griffia Rece Esqr., and 
Walter Vaughan Esqr., aldermen of Caermarthen, auid Robert Toye, 
gentleman, one of the burgesses of that town. The original endow- 
ment was 201. per annum, payable out of the tythes of the parish of 
Ishmaei, in the county of Caernarvon. 

To the righte honorable Lorde Privie Seale. 

Plbasbths it your Honor to be advertised that the 
Cite and Mansion of the Graie Freres in the Kinges 
Towne of Caeimarthin, iu Southe Wales, was of late 
surrendride in to the Kinges handes, and is, and 
haithe ever sence ben voide and desolate, runn^ge 
dayelje in conljnuall ruyne and decaie : ffor there is 
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no fote of lede apon anie parte therof, and it were 
pitie tliat suche buylduigey in suche a baron contrie, 
shulde not be convaied to sume lawful and convenient 
use^ for the maintenance of the conunen wealthe. 
Wherefore if it maye please your Lordeshipe to be a 
meane to the Kinges Magestie that the Mayre and 
Aldermen of the saide tovne maye have and enjoye 
for ever, to them and theyre successors, the same 
Cite and Mansion with thre medoes of pasture 
groirade, with a garthin and orcherde at the backe- 
side, to the same belonginge, beinge of th'annuall 
rente of xviij% in the hoole^ so that they maye have a 
Ghrammer Soole at tiie eoste and cbarge of Mayster 
Thomas Lloyd, chaunter of Sainte Davies there niayn- 
teyned^ and otherwise the same to bestowe for the 
common wealthe and commoditie of the same towne ; 
the saide Mayre and Alldermen nowe there, for the 
time beinge, will give his Magestie xl^i. sterlinge for 
the same Cite and Mansion, with th'appurtenaimcis 
as is aforesaide, and to your good Lordeshipe xx^« 
for your good mediation and travaile taken to bringe 
it to passe, over and besides the contynuall praier 
and service not onlie of the saide Mayre and Allder- 
men nowe beinge, but allso of all the hoole inhabi-* 
tantis of the same towne, and all the hoole cuntrie 
thereaboute. As knowes oure Lorde Grod, who p»« 
serve yo' Honor longe to his pleasure. Amen. 
By yo*^ Liordeshippes bedismen the Mayre and Al«. 
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dexmen of the Kinges Towne of Carmarthin in 
Sowthe Wales* 



' LETTER CCCLII. 

Richard Layton to the Lord Privy Seal, in excuse for 
his commendation of the Abbot of Glastonbury. 

[ibid. 2 <Ser. XX. 256. Orig,} 

PLCAsitHE your Lordeflhipp to be advertised that 
wher as I understande by Mr. PoUarde ye muche 
marvill whie I wolde so greatly praise to the Kinges 
Magestie, at the tyme of the Visitation, th' Abbott of 
Glaston'y whiche now apperiihe nether then, nor now, 
to have knowyne God, nether his Prynce; nother 
anny parte of a good Christin man his religion. So 
that my excessive and indiscrete praise that tyme 
unadvisedly made to my Sovereigne Lorde, muste 
nedes now redownde to my greate foly and vn- 
trewethe, and cannot be well redubbede, but muche 
dymynishe my cre^ytte towardes his Majestie, and 
evyne so to your Lordeshipp, whome I most humblie 
beseche to consider that I am a man, and may air, 
and cannot be sure of my judgementt to knowe the 
inwarde thoughte of a monke, beinge fayre in wordly 
and outward appaiaunce, and mwardly cankerede as 
now by your discrete inquisition apperithe. And 
althoughe that they be ail fals, fayned, flatteringe. 
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jrpoerite knaves, as vndoubtedly ther is none other 

of that sorte, I must therfor now at this my neces- 
sjte, moat humblie beaeche yc/ Lordshippe to par- 
done me for that my foly then committide, as ye 
have doii in many tymes heretofore ; and of yo*^ 
goodnes to mitigate the Kingis Highnes Maiestie in 
the pre missis : and from henesforthe I shalbe more 
circumspecte, whom I shall commende either to bis 
Orace or to your Lordeshipp. This shalbe an ex- 
perience for euer in suche behalfe^ yo*^ Lordeshippe 
therfor to contynew my father in this comon welthe 
as ye have begone I moste humblie beseche; and 
that I may continew under your tuission as your 
most bowndene and assured servaunte whiche never 
hade byne but a basket berer but only by your good- 
nes. Thus I pray God to contynew yo*^ Lordeshipp 
in honor with increase. Prom Keadinge, the xvj. 
day of September. 

Yo'' Lordeshippes most humblie to comaunde, 

Ric LAYTON, Freste. 

To tlie right honorable and my singuler 
good horde, my Lord Previe Seall. 
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LETTER CCCLni. 

Biihop Latimer to Lard Cromwell. Hie mrrender of 
Svesham Abbey: and the Examination and Ex- 
posure of the Miracle of the Blood oJ\i£alee. 

[iHD. > Sir, xHx. 487. Orig,} 

*«* Philip Hawford, alias Ballard, a youig monk of ETesham, 
was created Abbot of that House in 1539, upon the reaignatioii <tf 
Abbot Clement Lichfield ; and on N ov. 17th in the same year 
surrendered his Monastery to the King, much to the discontent of 
his predecessor. For this acceptable service Hawford obtained a 
I)ensiou of two hundred and forty pounds per annum ; and was af- 
terwards made Dean of Worcester, as Stevens supposed in lieu of 
the pension. Wood says he died in 1557. 

Sir William Petre, in a Letter to Lord Cromwell, MS. Cotton. 
Cleop. E. IV. fol. 255, says, " According to your commandment I 
have been at Evesham, and there received the resignation of th ab- 
bot, which he was contented to make immediately upon the sight of 
your Loidiliip'B letteny Mving tliat lie deBiicd aw very instantly 
tfiat I would not open lie nme during the time of my being heref 
became (as he said) it would be noted that lie was compelled to 
leiign tost tear of dq»rivation» As tooching Ills pension and the as- 
surance thenof, he bath made oertain leqaesto, sobmittuig himself 
to be ordered in all things as to your Lordship shall be thought 
mete." 

Ryght, honorable, salutem multo plurimam in om- 
nium Sahatore. And Syr^ as to Master Wattwod^ I 
haye doon acooidynge to the tenor of your Lord8li3rp8 
lettresse ; and yett att my nexte spekynge with your 
Lordshype^ I ivyll purge my selff of bys fedss accu- 
sation, as he hjm selff hath confessyd that he made 
uutrew relation uppon me in won thynge, and • . • • • 

M S 
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Ads hee, a eerten man dyd wrytt unto me a laytt 

these wurds from . . • . Bartlow doth much hurtt in 
Comwall and in Daynshjrei bothe ^th opon pre- 
chynge, and allso with priuatt communication, &c. 

YE this be trew^ he hath sum comforde from 
noon I fere me. And I dyvyne much of Doctor 
Nycolasse, a man with hoom my fantacye never 
wroght with ail. 

And now Syre thys berer^ th' Abbott of Eveaham, 
requiryd me to make sum mention of hym, and too 
thank your good Lordshyp fore hym, which I am 
bownden to doo mooste hartelye. And Syre, a 
monge many that youi Lordshype haihe doon foore, 
I thynke you shall fynde butt few that wyll better 
Temembyr to hys poore* your benefycyallnesse then 
he wyll. Yerelye he seemy th to me a verye cyvyU 
and honeate man; and won that puttyth aD bys 
truste in your good Lordshype, that of your good- 
neaae^ aa you have begoon with hym and made hym» 
soo you wyll contynew ^ood Lord unto hym to the 
maynteynyuge of hym in hys ryght of such thyngs 
which he hath obtaynyd by your only goodneiae. 
Thus God contyuew you amonge us to doo many 
men good. 

Yo** H. I.. WIGORN. 

Syr^ we have byn bultynge and ayfillynge the 
blud of Haylla all thys fomowne. Hytt was wun- 

• power. 
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derslye clossly and craftelye inclosyd and stoppyd 
upe for takyn of care. Ande hytt devesae faste to 
[the] bodiom of the lytuH glasse tliat yt [ys] in* 
Ande verelye hytt semyth to be an unctuousse goom 
and [a] compownd of many thynga* Hjtt hath a 
certen Tnctuoasse moastenesse, and thowgh ytt seme 
sumwhatt lyke biude whyell ytt ys in the glasse^ yett 
whan ony parcell of the same ys taken ought ytt 
tumytli to a youlownesse and ys cleevynge lycke 
glew. Butt we have natt yett examenyd all the 
Moonks. And therfore thys my brother Abbott 
shall tell your Lordshype whatt he hath sene and 
herde in thatt matter. And in the end your Lord- 
shyp shall know all to gether. Butt we perceve natt 
by yo' commyssion whether we shall send ytt vp, or 
loTo ytt here, or certefie ther of as we know. 

29 Oct. H. L. WIGORN. 

Att Haylls. 

To fhe riglit honoraUe aiid hyt aingolflr 
good Lord| the Lonl PriTje Seale. 



LETTER CCCLIV. 

• 

Gregory Cromwell to the Lady his Wife fr<m Calais, 
Lady Anne of Ckvet es^pected* The manner of her 
travelling, and the preparations for her reception* 

[sTAT. PAP. OFF. MISC. coRRESP. 3 Ser. u. 141. Orig.^ 

The Harleian ]\IS. 29(), foil. 169, 170, preserves the names of 
** The Noblemen and otiicr of the Queues trayaes that attendid upon 
Her Grace to Calays." They were-^ 
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'^The Erie of Onentajiiy and t^* penoos. 

Tlw y«Nig Erie of Nneoue and BoasMnbergh, with ziij. peraons* 

Sir John DnlsUM^ the Elector of Saxes Uarsbally withz.pefMNU. 

The Stewaide HoggeeteTn^ inth t. perNU. 

Oiiiger the dianncelor, with vi. penons. 

y. Btetiiren called Pidart, with x. penons. 

Tannagel the maistre d'hosteily with Ty. persons. 

Sir John Buren, with vj. persons. 

Hantzeler, capteyn of Myilen, with vij. persons. 

xxvij. Gentilmen, besids every of them i\j, or ii^k BerrauntS. 

viij. Pages, whereof one is an Earl's son. 

Dyvers Officers besids. 

Hii. Gilman, with persons. 

The Lady Keteler, with ij* persons. 

The wydowe of the Lorde of Wyssen, with yj, peisons. 

The wylb of the elder Palarty Lcmle of Brahant, with ij. persons. 

T. yong GentUwomen of the which one is a Baron's dan^ter. 

iy. other GentUwomen as servannts. 

The nomber of Gentilmen, whereof \|. Erles xxxv iij , 

Pages, whereof one is an Erles son • • viij. CC.xxviy. 

Officers and senrannts . . CSiij.'^ij.^ 

The nomber of the Ladies and GentUwomen . xij.) „ 

• • xxiy.j 



The nomber of their servaunts 



The same Manuscript, Ibl. 171, preserves fEe names of tlie per- 
sons appointed by the King to receire tiie Ijuly Anne of Oefes, 
and wait npon tiie King.'' 

In a Book of Payments by the Traasurer of the Honsebold, 80*^ 
and U«< Hen. VIU. MS. Arundel, Brit. Mns. No. Vf, §cL 100. b, 
we find, in the month of November in the latter year, 

Item, to William Gonson, by the Lord Privy Scales lettroy for* 
somuche money appoynted to be payd by way of the Kingis rewards 
to certain lords and geotilmen, to every Lord xx". and to every gen- 
tilnian xiij'. v*. viij*'., appointed to reoeyve the Lady Anne of CSloTes 
at Calais, CCCCvj". xiij'. iiij^. 

" Item, to William Wilkinson by like lettre for his charges coming 
from Cleveland to England C*. and by way of the Kings reward to 
him given vj". xiij\ iiij''. In all xj*'. xiij*. iiij**. 

''Item, payde Coorard Ueresbach, counsailior to the Due of 
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CSeves, by the Lord Privy Scales lettre, by way of the Kinges re- 
warde to him geren the some of Ixvg**. xiy* . iiij*'/' 

Bedfellow, the dale before the makynge herof, 
we receyued the iuste newes of my Lady Annes 
repayre hither, the same beyuge appoynted vppon 
T&ursdaie nexte comynge, whiche thinge all thowgh 
it be nowe* newes, yet I feare that lacke of expedi- 
tion in the conveyaunce of thies my lettres shalbe 
occasion the same to be olde before they shalbe of 
you receyued, forasmoche as suche newes arr more 
sweftely sette abrode by tonges then writynge. It 
is determyned that she shall remayne here Fiydaie 
and Satyrdaye all dale, and vppon Sondaie, wynde 
and wether seruynge, take hir passage into Englande. 
After she ons entereth the Englishe pale, both she 
and hir whole treyne shalbe att the Kyngs charge, 
thitherto she hath bene att hir owne* There arre in 
hir companye iijC. horsses, wherof one C. rydeth 
before for prouysion, and ijC. awayte vppon hir, 
My Lorde Deputie, with all the Speares and 0%ceis 
of the towne shall receyue hir att the English Pale. 
My Lorde Admyral with all vs accompanyenge hime 
a litle withowte the towne. My Lady Lisle with all 
the other Ladyes and Gentlewomen att the towne 
gates. 

I ame, thanks be to God, in healthe, trustinge 
shortely to here from you lyke newes^ aswell of your 
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self as also my little boyes, of whose encreace and 

towardeues be ye assured I ame nott a litle desyrous 
to be aduertiaed. And thna nott bauynge any other 
newes to wryte I bydde you moste hartely well to 
fare* Att Callays, the ix^ of Decemb^ 

Your kmnge bedeffelowe, 

GREGORY CRUMWELL. 

To my right louinge bedfellow, 

att Ledes CaBtell in Kent. ' 



LETTER CCCLV. 

The Earl of Woreuier to Lord Cromwell, in reply to 
a request tJiat he might purcJiase the EarVs and his 
Coumteta^e Mfe kUereet in certain lands at Cheehunt 
in Hertfordshire, 

[muo. ooBftBSP. 2 Ser. zlix. 451. Orig,'] 

%* Tliit Letter relateeto the manor of Andrews, or the Mote^ in 
tiie parish of Cbeshnnt, the maDsion of which is still called dies- 
hunt House. The ancient edifice, pardy cased, and now mosttf 
taken dofwn, with the exception of some of the basement bnikUngs 
and tiie great haHl, is said to have been erected, of a quadrangular 
form, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, and to have been the occa- 
sional residence of Cardinal Wolsey, to whom the manor belonged 
from 1519 till tlie time of his incurring tlie premunire in 1529, 
whereby his estates became forfeited to the ( rowu ; and amongst 
them this nianor, which was granted by Henry the Eighth, by let- 
ters patent, 13tli April, iu the 22d year of his reign, to Henry So- 
merset, second Earl of Worcester, and Elizabeth his wife, and for 
the life of the survivor of them, to hold by fealty and a rent of 4/. 
6*. 8d. The Earl of Worcester died on tlie 2Gth Nov. 1549, and his 
Countess in the year 1565. She was the daughter of Sir Authouy 
Brown, knt., standard-bearer to King Henry the Seventh. 

Mr., afterwards Sir Robot Dacres, received the reyersionary 




Digi[i<ioa by CjOO^Ic 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 



^6 



grant mentioned in tliis Letter by a patent dated in the 30th of 
Henry the Eighth, which, of coursei will not allow an earlier date 
to this Letter than 1539 or 1540. 

Mt spedall good Lord, in my hertiest manes I 

commende me unto your good Lordships thanking 
you of yonr goodnes to me at all tymes shewed^ 
prayeng you of your contynuaunce. I have receded 
your lettre dated at Sainct James, besides Westm% 
the xxj. daye of February last passed, perceiying 
therby your Lordships request is that I and my wif 
sholde sell unto your Lordship my and her interest 
in suche lands as I and she have in Chesthunt in the 
Countie of Hertford, of the gift of the Kings High- 
nes. I advertise your Lordship that I wolde beo- 
glad to do your Lordship any pleasure that I maie 
reasonably do, and that the said lands in Chesthunt 
dooth me suche pleasure at all tymes whan I do come 
to London (because I have no other lands nigh Lon- 
don), that I maie not well spare it. Nevertheles 
bicause I wold bee veiie loth to denye your Lord- 
ships desire in any thing that I have, and bicause my 
land is so small that I wold bee loth to sell any parte 
therof, I am content (if it please your Lordship to 
opteigne of the Kinge gift to me and my wif, and 
to the lenger liver of us, lands here in Wales of 
•like value), that your Lordship shall have my said 
lands in Chesthunt ; so that your Lordship do loke 
it for your self and for no other : ffor I undrestande 
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that Mr. Dacres, Secundarie of the Comptre in Lon- 
don, hath opteigned the revercdn of the said lands 
after the decesse of me and my wif. And my trust 
and desire ys that your Lordship will not loke of me 
to departe from my said lands to any other save 
oonly to your Lordship yourself. And in this or 
any other thing that I have to do your Lordship 
pleaser for yourself, I am yours next my Prince to 
the best of my litle power. I have now sent yo' 
Lordship vj. pasteys of Lampreys bake, praying you 
to accepte the same : and if I had any better thing in 
this pore cuiitrey of Wales, I wold gladly e sende it, 
as know' Jhu, who have your good Lordship in his 
blessed preservation* At Chepstow, in Wales, the 
xxij. dale of Marche. 

Yowr Lordshyps to my lytle power, 

H. WO&CB8TBR. 

To the rip;lit honorable and my speciall 
good Lorde, my Lorde Prevy Seale. 



LETTER CCCLVL 

Ralph Lane to Lord Cromwell, sending Popish books 
taken with a Friest committed, 

\imt, 2 Set. xix. 71. Orig,^ 

Right honorable and my verey good Lorde, mjne 

humbliest commendacions unto your good Lordship 
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remembred. Yt may pleas the same to be aduer- 
tjxed that perceryng by yo'' late lettres of the xxj*** 
of this present, yowr pleass*^ and comaundement to 
me addressyd for a due deliberacon to be vsyd and had 
in perusinge oerteyn bookes of one Sir Thomas Cant- 
well, parson of Hardwyke, suspiciously brought to a 
pore mans house in Whitchnrche, and after by me 
corny tted to the salf kepyng of the Constable tlier ; 
and that upon oontemplacdn of your said lettres^ and 
upon view of my suspecte boke or bokes of suche 
sorte as shuld not be mete for hym to kepe, I shuld 
therof aduertyse your good Lordship to th'ende due 
reformacion myght therin be made accordingly ; or 
otherwise that I shuld penny tte the said parson to 
vse and occupie the said bookes, as shuld be conve- 
nient in suche behalf ; I haye accordingly usyd my 
best dexteritie to my- powr (as my duetie is), and 
have sent to your good Lordship ffyve bokes of the 
said parson, wherof three entytled [Tomi] Homeliaiu 
Johannis Eckii, being all three dated in A** Dno. 
MI.CCCCaxxxviij.<>; one boke of the liff of S'. 
Thomas Beckett ; and a Myssale wherin is the wurde 
Papa thorowoughtly vncorrected. And forasmoche 
as theis amonges the rest of his bokes (hitherto- 
wardes ouer seen) ar to me thought most suspecious ; 
I have therfor endosyd them in a bagge sealyd to be 
deiyuered to your good Lordship by this bryngar. 
And upon knowledge of your further pleass' I shall 
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not faill (for tihi'accoTnplishment therof) to vse my 

dexteritie and diligence accordingly. And the 
Hollie Trynitie yeve your good Lordship long lyfi 
with moche encrease of honour. From Hogshawe, 
this the xxiij^ of this Marche« A*". JElegni R. H. yiij""'* 
xxxj. 

By your good Lordships bounden and assuryd^ 

RAUFFB LANE, the YoungeT. 

To the right honoraUe and my aingter 
good Lofdoi Loide CrumweUy LordQ 
PlivySean. 



LETTER CCCLVIL 

Henry Dawes to Mr, Gregory Cromwell: with the 
substanee of Mr* Hierome's recantoHan Sermon. 

[MS. COTTON. CLEOP. E. V. fol. 374. Orig,"] 

%* Master Hierame, the pofaiti of whose recantation are here 
detailed, was William Jerome, vioar of Stepney, to which liTing he 
hadheenpreieiitedonMaySOth^lStr. Prerioiia to his lecaatatioii 
he waa Goiiveiited,"a8 he tenna it, befine the King's Mi^ty, who 
so indifferently heard him, so gently used him, and so mercifidly 
forgave him, that there was never poor man that ever received like 
gentleness at any Prince's hand. He states his belief that tbiie 
was no man so full uf inhumanity, although he were nourished at a 
tiger's paps, and had part of the lion's cnielty» but the King's 
gentleness would oompel him to relent and wax mild. How little 
this character was eventually justified in poor Jerome's case, will 
presently be shovm in a short extract from Hall's Chronicle. 

Aftbr my boiinden dewtye in moste humble wise 

remembered, thies shalbe t'aduertise yo' Maistershipp 
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that, accordynge unto your pleasure and comaund- 
mente, I was this dale preseute at the Sermon of M% 
Hieiome» and foiaamoche as that your comannde* 
mente hath fully persuaded me you to be nott a litle 
desyioua to reoeyve knowledge after what sorte he 
behaved himselfe, aswell conceniyng his Recanta- 
tion, as also the reste of thinges conteyiicd in his 
saide Sermon, I have therfore thowght it my 
bounden dewtye herin to declare unto you, if nott 
all (for that were to moche for me to promes) 
yet att leaste the samme and efEecte of that that 
was by hime uttered in the same, as ferre as my 
slender memory wolde serve to remembre and cary 
awaye. 

Wherfore please tli it you to understonde, that, 
after he hadde redde in the Knglishe tongue the 
Gospell of this daie, whiche was of the apperynge of 
Chnste unto theime that wente unto the Castell of 
Emaus; before that he entered into the exposition 
thereof, he made a litle preface, affirmynge and saye- 
inge the worlde to be suche and the iniquyte of 
menne so greate that he was bonnde to wryte tiiat he 
sholde speake, and nott to reherse any other thynge 
. then he had before wrytten ; whiche thinge he wished 
that he had used and done hertofore, prayeng theime 
all nott to be hasty in takyng his wordes, but to joyne 
theime with the sentences that cometh either before 
or after, wherby that shall appere playne and many- 
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festely trewe, whiche otherwise might seme false and 
eiToneus* 

That done, he toke in hande the exposition of the 

Gospell, sJiewyuge what Chiists resurrection was, 
and certeyne meanes wherby we ahold be made par- 
takers therof, repellyng also partely the opynion of 
S. Augustyne and Theophilacte, who dSaxme that 
the breade broken in the Caatell of Bmaua was the 
sacramente of the altare. But forcause that over 
many of suche rehersalls sholde perchaunce be unto 
you but tedyoua, I woU passe over unto the chiefe 
poynte^ whiche is the artycles that he recanted ; and 
thiea they be. 

Firste, whereas he hadde in a Sermon hertofore 
preached by hime att Paules Crosse, affirmed that 
Sara, Abrahams wife, betokened the Churche ; and 
that lyke as she beynge a free womanne, had a free 
childe^ withowte any condytion, so were we justifyed 
freely withowte any condytion by feithe onely. He 
nowe recanted that opynion, protestynge that he 
hadde therin overshotte himself, and that he owght 
to have joyned therunto penaunce, baptyme, and the 
other sacraments, whiche aire wayes and meanes to 
enter into justification; and prayed theime all that 
lyke as he nowe beyng better aduysed and further 
enstructed, dyd abhorre, deteste, and vtterly forsake, 
that opynion, that they wolde in lyke case with hime 
clerely refuse and expelle the same. 
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The seconde artycle was this. Whereas he had in 

the saide Sermon preached that the Magistrates, as 
concemynge things lefte indiffeiente by Groddes 
worde, colde nott make any lawes that shold bynde 
menues conscyences^ he nowe revoked the same as 
emmeiis, (siiae, and contrary to the Scriptures, foras- 
moche as the rulers whom we arre bounde to obey 
by Groddes kwe, shold therby renne in contempte^ 
and the people be browght into disobedyence, whiche 
sholde be a subversion to the publique weale, and 
the breaketh of all honeste orders and cyyyle 
polecyes. 

The iij"^^ and laste was thiSj that wheras he was 
corniced by wyttenesses after the course of the 
lawe, howe in a Sermon made the laste somer he 
used opprobryous wocdes of the Burgeses, callynge 
theim butterflyes, foles, and knaves ; he nowe pro- 
tested the same to be yll and slanderusly spoken, 
sithens therby suche things as they sholde conclude 
and determyne uppon sholde be hadde in the lease 
regarde and estymation. 

For whiche artydes he saide he was convented and 
brought before the Kyngs Majestic, who nott with- 
stondynge . the heynous reportes that were made of 
hime unto his Grace, yet so indifferentely herde 
hyme, so gentylly used hime, so mercyfully forgave 
hime, that there was never pore manne that ever, 
receyved lyke gentylnes att any Prynces hande. 
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And here he entered into the ELings Highnes praises, 
extollynge aswell bis high vertues and excellente 
lemynge, as also the greate equytie, rare clemencie^ 
and vnspeakahle meicy whiche he fownde in his Ma- 
jestie; moche* wondexynge that there colde be any 
traitors towardes his Grace, and chefely of theime 
that hadde the iruytion of his presence, whiche is 
able to conrerte any herte, be it never so cankered, • 
and that there is no man so full of inhumanjtie, all- 
thowgh he werre nurished att a tigexs pappes, and 
had parte of the lyons crueltie, but his gentylnes 
wolde compell hime to relente and waxe mylde. 
Lastely wishinge nnto himselfe the eloquence, 
either of Homere, Cicero, or Demosthenes, that he 
might worthely expresse the moste mercyfuU good- 
nes whiche his G^ace had towardes hyme shewed and 
exhibited. 

Then to take awaye the error of theime that 

■ * 

walke nott accordynge unto theire justification, butt 
lyve in pleasure and voluptie, takynge Christes pas- 
sion alone to be suSfycyente far theyre salvadon, he 
shewed howe we are justify ede, sayeng that we 
muste receyve the sacraments and have contrition, 
whiche is to hate and abhorre the synne commytted, 
as Ezechias, the Nynyvites, David, Peter, and Mary 
Magdelene dydde, and then viuification, whiche is to 
aryse agayne by feitiie, aducynge for the stablishe- 
mente herof no small numbre of authorities and 
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textes of scripture. And in lyke case he approved 
the author3rtie geven unto the Magistrates to make 
lawes, whiclie were to longe novve to reherse. But 
in coudusion, takinge occasion sumwhat to talke of 
his recantynge, he saide that allthowgh he were per- 
plexed, yet was he nott utterly confounded, nor 
thowgh he was hrowght unto suche strajtes that he 
was compelled to denye himselfe, yett was he nott 
the first that so had done ; for to denye himself is 
no more, but when adversitie shall come, as losse of 
goodes, iiifaniyes, and other lyke trubles, then to 
denye his owne will and call upon the Lorde, say- 
enge, fiaJt voluntai tua, and so Abraham was com- 
pellyd to denye himself, and Jobe also, with nutny 
other. Wishinge that sume menne nowe adaies 
wolde leme to do the same, and then wolde they 
nott, contrary to the order of charytie, withowte any 
reconcyliation, so malitiusly brynge theire neigh- 
bours into infamyes and slaunders. 

This is the efiecte of his Sermon, or att least so 
moche as I, neither be3mg so placed as I might 
quyetly here his wordes, neither endewed with suche 
a memory as is wonte safely to kepe that that is to 
it comytted, cold cary away. Mosto humblye de- 
syrenge you that if the same be nott so declared as 
your expectation is, that ye well asczybe the £Etwlte 
unto the lacke of power rather then good wille ; 
whiche in me never shall ceasse dyligentely to accom- 
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plishe all your comandements. Thus desyienge our 
Lorde to haye you in his tuytion. Att Stepneth, 
this Easter Mondaie. 

Yo' moste bounden servaunte, 

HENRT DOWES. 

To tlie ri^t wonhipfiill and hit nnguter 
good MaiBter, Gregory GrumwoU, 
Esquyor* 

''The lliirtie day of July -were drawm on herdellea out of tlie 
Tower to Smidiiieidy Bobert Barnes, doctor in divinllm, Thomaa 
Garard and Wyllyam Jerome, bachelors in divinitee^ Powdl^ 

therston, and Abell. The first three were drawen to the stake* 
there before set up, and were burned ; and the latter three drawen 
to the galowes, likewise there set up, and were hanged* hedded^ 
and quartered. Here ye must note, that the first three wer meane 
that professed the Gospell of Jesus Christ, and were preachers 
thereof : but wherefore thei were now thus cnielly executed, I 
knowe not, although I have searched to knorw the trutli. But this 
I finde in their attainder, for ye must understande tliat after thei 
had preached at Sainct Mary Spittle, as before I have declared, 
Barnes for leamyng his lesson no better was committed to the 
Skolehouse before prepared, whiche was the Tower, where he was 
kepte, and never called to examination till his rod that he should be 
beaten withall was made, which was a sharp and great Fire in 
Smithffelde : and for compaignie sake, was sent to the Skolehouse 
with hym, the fomamed Garet and Jbrohb, i^che dranke all of 
one cuppe. And as I saied befim, thuB mnche I finde la thehr at- 
taindor, that thei were detestable and abhominaUe heretiekes, and 
that thei had tau^t many heresies, the nomber whereof waa to 
greate in the attaindor to be recited, so tihat there is not one alleged, 
whiche I have often wondered at, that their berssies wer. so nany^ 
and not one there alleged as special cause of tfaehrdeathe, Andin- 
deede at theur deathe, thei adted the Shirifes, wherfore thei were 
condempned, who answered, thei could not tell : but if I male sale 
the tmthe, most menne said it was ibr preachyng against the doe* 
tryne of Stephen Gardiner, bishoppe of Wyncbester, who lAMj 
procured this their death. God and he knoweth, but greate pitie 
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it was, that rai^ learned meirne should so bee cast awaie, without 
examinaetoBy neitlier knowyng what was laied to their charge, nor 
nmr ealled to anawere.^ UaU, Ghron. Edit. 1548. Hen. VIII. 

See another Aoconnt In Foxfa Aed and MonnmentB of the Church , 
edit, IMl, ToL ii. p. 584 — 928. Jemme, it appears, had preached 
iint at St. Mary SpitHe in Lent, and then at Paul's GnMt. 



LETTER CCCLVIIL 

diehard Lay ton to the Lord Privy Seal; from Bit" 

ham Abbey, in Berkshire, 

[luso. OOREUP. 2 SSer. zz. 249. Orig.'] 

\* Bysham, or Bisham Abbey, was founded in 1388, by Wfl- 
Ham Montacute Earl of Salislmry, as a Priory for Canons of the 
Order of St. Anetin: the groaa income of which in the 26th Hen. 
VIII. amounted to 285/. The Prior and Convent having sur- 
rendered their Monastery July 5th, 1536, King Henry the Eighth 
in the year foUowing refounded, and, as appears by his Letters pa- 
tent, more amply endowed it with the lands of the late dissolved 
Abbey of Chertsey, and the Priories of Cardigan, Bethkelert, An- 
kerwyke, Little Marlow, Medmenham, &c. to the value of 661/. 
14«. 9d. per annum, for the maintenance of an abbot who was to 
haye the privilege of wearing a Mitre, and thirteen Benedictine 
monks. In iact, John Cordry, then Abbot of Chertsey, and hie Con- 
Tent, were removed to Bisham. Xliia new Abbey, however, was but 
of abort oontinaance, being again surrendered by Cordry and his 
monks, according to Willis, June 30th, 1539 ; according to Tanner, 
June 19th. The present Letter, dated June 22d, shows Tanner's to 
be the more correct date. From its contents we must conclude that 
the re-endowment by Henry the Eighth could only have been pro- 
mised. The mention of the Abbot shows it to allude to the last 
foundation ; but the poverty of the Houae is little reconcileable with 
the iocreaaed endowment 
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The site of Bisham was first granted by King Edward the Sixth 
to his father's repudiated wife, Anne of Cleves, who having surren- 
dered it to the Crown again in 1552, it was giveo^Bottag Taaner 
states, to Sir Edward, but to Sir PhUip Hoby.» 



Hit may please yo' Lordeshipe to be advertisede 
that we have taken th'assimnce for the King; 
th' Abbot, a Yeray simple man ; the monks of smale 

lernyng, and muche lesse discretion; plate veray 

4 

litle; honsholde stuffe none, but th' Abbotts bede 

and one matteresse for two of his servants, I 
causede a bede to be borowede in the towne^ and 
browght into ih'abbay for Doctor Came and myself* 
In the lewe of hangyngs bare walls throwe oute the 
house* Catell none, but bowght this day and to 
morowe to ihe larder, saveynge a fewe mylcbe kyne, 
not xij. in numbre. In the gamers, not one busshell 
of whete^ malte, or other grayne. Vestements smale 
store, and not one goode, for th' Abbot hath made 
money of all the beste, and solde them at London ; 
and even so the CShurche plate ; and is so goode a 
busbonde that doubtles within one yere I juge verely 
he wolde have solde the House, lands^ and all^ for 
white W3me, sugar, burage leves, and seke, wherof he 
sippes nyghtly in his chamber tyll mydnyght. Money 
to dispache the houaholde and monks, we muste 
make of the rotten c<^^ and bells : al other thyngs, 

* Sm Bsport. Oris* vol. vL ibL So b. 
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as well kechyng stuff as other, we shall leiffe. If 
thes two thyngs wilnot amounte to the dispache of 
the hoiisholde, then we muste sell the kyne and the 
plowe-oxen and horse. The whete of the grownde, 
faarly, witii all kynds of grayne, the fayrest ^t ever 
I se, and gret plenty theroff j muche medowse, and 
wodelande also. At our eomyng ye shall knowe the 
number of all the acars, and the valewe of the grayne. 
Hie goodeliste demayuues that I have sene ; bycause 
hay herviste is nowe, we must retayne all the carters 
audplowemen, and so sett all thyngs in order, and 
with expedition repaire vnto your Lordahipe* This 
day we dispache the monks, for they be muche de- 
sierottse tobe gone; for yesterday, whan we were 
makyng salle of the olde yestments within the chapitre 
housei they, the monks, cryede a newe maite in the 
dobter ; every man bringyng his oowle caste upon 
his nec to be solde, and solde them in dede. Thus 
Christe continew yow in honoure and long lyffe. 
From Bisaham, xxij. Junii, by yo' servant, 

Ric. LAYTOM, Fre»te» 

To the rigint bowmlile aad mj singuler 
goode Loide, tba Lord Pfivey Seale. 
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LETTER CCCLIX, 

John Freman to the Lord Priioy Seal, thai the rasting 

of the Abbeys in Lincolnshire, would be costly to 
the King* 

[ibid, a iSd'. zii. 64. OrvO 

Hit may please your good Lordship to understond 
that the Kings Comyssion comaiindeth me to puU 
downe to the grownde all the walls of the Churches, 
stepuUsy doystersy frateiys, dorters, chapter housys, 
with all other howsys, savyng them that be necessary 
for a farmer. Sir, ther be more of greatt Howsys in 
Lyncolnshyre then be in Englonde besyde suppressid, 
of there valowis, with thykke walls, and moste parte 
of them yawtid, and fewe byars of other stone, glasse, 
or slatt, whiche myght helpe the charges of plok}mg 
down of them. Wherfore, I scrtefy yo' Lordship 
that yt will be chargabull to the Kynge, the doune 
pullyng of them, if I sholde folow the Comyssion, by 
the leste M*^. within the Shere. Therfore, I thynke 
it were best, to a iroyde this charge, to take fyrste 
down the bells aiid lede, whiche I hame abowtt to doo : 
for I hade bothe plomer and ffynner from London • 
with me, with all manor of necessaries to theym ap- 
pertening ; whiche bells and ledde will rise well and 
to a great some, by the lest yj« or yij. M^. marks, and 
tiiis done, to poull downe the rovys, batilments, and 
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stayresy and lete the wallis stonde» and chaige som 

with them as a quarre of ston to make salys of, as 
tSkeiy that hathe nede will fetche. If you thynke 
this not the heste waye, hut that the Kyngs pleasure 
be to have theme downe, a cordyng to the Comyssion^ 
it shalbe done ; whiche most haue a greatt tyme, for 
a C. menne be skant sene in a wekke in sum Howsy s. 
And also harde to have so manye to doo it withall, by 
cawse they apply now theyr harviste. Wherfore, 
yo' pleasure herin I wold fayn know by this berar. 
And thus I pray to God to geye you showchehelthe, 
welthe, and long lylie, as is in hym to geue. At 
Yaldey, the vij*^ day of August. 

Yo' powre mane^ 

JOHN FREMAN. 

Desyryng yo^ good Lordship to have in your re- 

membraunce when ye shall see your convenyente 
tyme, my old swette,*" whiche is to have my ferme of 
the yefte of the Kyng, whiche is xzxv.^ by the yere, 
by cause I reconne the Kyng will thynke the gifte to 
greatt I showid your Lordship I wold geve his 
Ghrace ij.C ti in money, and for the rest I trust to doo 
80 moche profitable sarvys at this tyme and others, 
as shall make uppe the reste of that purchas. Sir, 
good will and dewte byndith me to be soo bowld in 
yo' letter to sende recomendacons to M% Wrethisley, 
whoo is my ffrende as yo"^ Lordship knowith, ffor the 

• suit. 
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wbiche fxeuhip I thaake 70a therof and his goodnes 

togetihen. 

To tlM right honorable my Lorde Prauj Stale, 
this be deljvered. 



LETim CCCLX. . 

Sir Richard Gresham to the Lord Privy Seal. Hii 
propatal to jmroka»e kmdi hehmging to FomUaim 
Abbey fin YorkMre. 

[iBio. % Str. sr. 26. Orig,} 

%• Mr Bkhaid Owi[*mn obtained coB«MeraMe gnmti of Ahbty- 
landa. In the I8d Hen. VIII. he porchtied tiie itto end deaaeBiiee 
of Foontiliie' Abbej, the lite of the Prioiy of Nun Kelynge in the 
detneiT of HoMenieeee, «ad the liAe of flie PHorj of Swinhej, aU 
in Yorkehifo. In the Utfa Hon. Vm. he bought two Ptaceptories 
which hnd beknged to the Knights Hotpttellenh one at Battiaftid 
in Sniiblkytlie etiier atCJaihroke in Norfolit^tiie latter being granted 
jointly to Sir Bichaid Gresham and Sir Robert SdnthwelL In the 
trill Hen. VIII., in oo^jmietion with Richard^illingford) ho bought 
theHooseeof OoWhllB and flioTHaitarian Friam in Newcastle. 
JmQJp in the 18th of Henry the Eighth he purchased tiie site of the 
Priory of Hone in Suffiilk. Of all these, the only pnrdiase of 
great esfeent was the site and demesnes of Fountains. Sir Wehaid 
Gresham, for certain lands of Ponntains' Abbey of the ndne of S90I. 
a«year, in the present Letter, offers, at the rate of twenty years' par- 
chase, to give the sum of 7000Z. From the origiDal Letters patent 
it appears that he snbseqiwntly bought the site with its neighbonr* 
ing lands and their appurtenances for the increased sum of 11,1S7I. 
lit. 8d. It appears to have been an example of foir and legitimale 
pnrshase : followed, probably, but in few instances by those who 
tiien and ailerwaids made up the great body of Henry's grantees. 

Myn homble diewty to ^our goode Lordeshype, 
&c. Maye yt please you to be advertyssed that where 

I have movyd the Xyngs Magiste to porches of hys 
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Grace serten launds be longyn to the Howsse of 
Fowntens, to the vallewe of thre hondred and fyvety 
pounds hy yere, aftjr the rate of xx** yeres purches, 
the aom of the monj amownthe unto vij^. wher 
of tohe deffalkyd jM.ti., wyche I delyuered by the 
comawndement of the Lorde Cardinale to the Duke 
of Bokydgham, at hys goynge to Ghiynea. And the 
sajd Cardenale recey vyd of the sayde Ducke ij . obli- 
gadons where in staunde boundyn he and Sjr 
Thomas Woodehowsse with other, to the Kyngs usse^ 
for payment of the sayd and the same obiiga* 
cions wher delyuered by the sayde Cardenale to 
Mastyr Mekelowe, beyng Thesaurer of the Kyngs 
ChamBr, onely to th'intent that I shoulld be recom- 
penced to the same in cus tomes, wyche yet I am 
not as your Lordeshepe doo knowe. And for the 
reste of the mony for the sayd launds, wyche ys 
vjiff 1 wylle paye in hande iij^ and the other 
iijlfti. to paye yerlly vC tyll yt be payed, Be- 
sechynge your good Loideshipe to be soo goode 
Lorde unto me that I maye knowe the Kyngs gracious 
pleasser, that yf I shale have the sayde lauuds that I 
mftye prepare the mony to be in a redynes. And 
thus ower Lorde preserve yo*^ goode Lordeshype with 
helthe. At London, the xxij. daye of Octobr. 
Your owne at your Lordeshepes comawndement, 

RYC. GRESHAM. 

To the rygbt hooonble and hys singuller 
goode Lorde, my Lorde Prevj Seale. 
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LETTER CCCLXL 

William Benson, Abbot of Westminster, to Lord 
CromweUf to be relieved from the core €M/d ^oeern^ 

ance of his Monastery, 

[ibid. % Sir, zlvit lOT. Orig,"] 

%* William Benson, otherwise Boston, who had been Abbot of 
Burton-upon-Trent, succeeded to ^Vestminster upon the death of 
Abbot Islip in 1532. On January the IGth, 1539-40, with twenty- 
four of the monks, he surrendered his House to the King. There is 
no date to the present Letter; but it was evidently written between 
the time of the surrender and the granting of the Abbot's pension. 

On the 17th December, 1540, the Letters patent, came out by 
wliich the Abbey of Westmiiuter was efeded into a Cathedral, 
when Benson was made the flist Dean. He died in Seplember 
1549. 

On Monday^ April ISth, 1684, wlien Sir Thomas Mofe came be- 
fore the Commissionen at Lambeth Palace, and reftised flie oath 
tiien offered to him, he was committed, and thereupon deliTmd to 
the Abbot of Westminster to be kept as a prisoner; with wliom he 
remained till tlie FHday fiiUowing, and then was sent prisoner to 
the Tower of London. Sir Thomas H(»%, describing iHiat pasmid 
when before the Lords at Lambeth, says, Then said my Lords d 
Westminster to me, that howsoever the matter semed unto mine 
cwne mind, I had cause to fieie that mine owne mind was eno- 
niouse, when I se the great counsaill of the realme deteimine <tf my 
mind the contrary, and that therefore I ought to change my oon- 
sciens. To that I aunswered, that if there were no mo but myselfe 
on my side, and the whole parlemcnt upon the tother, I would be 
sore afraide to leane to mine own njinde only againste so many. 
But on the other side, if it so be, that in some thinges for which I 
refuse the othe, I have, as I think I have, upon my part as great a 
counsail and a greater too, I am not tlien bounden to change my 
consciens, and confonne it to the counsail of one realme, against the 
general counsaile of Christendome."' 

• Sir Thomas More'a Worka, fol. Lond. 1657, p. 1430. 
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Abbot Benfloiiy witt olliert wbon we have ieeii» bent to the 
times. 

Mt syngler good Lord, after most humble and 
hartye thankes for your kynde message sent unto me 
tlxis Saturday by Doctor Peter, yt may please 
youe to be so goode Lord unto me at this tyme as by 
your most excellent wysdome to devyse suche wayse 
that I may be delyvered from the cure, and to me 
the unportable burden in goyeraance of this House, 
in miche sorte as the Kyngs Majesties indignacdn be 
adToyded from me. For in good fayeth my feblenes 
is suche, by reason of dyverse most grevouse dyseases, 
that I know well taryng here I shall not only have a 
very short paynfuU bodlye lyeff, but also put my 
soule in dawnger. Alas! my Lord, what shall it 
profett eny creature that I put ether of them in 
peareD. As for my pencon, I passe not how lytle 
so euer it be, so y may have the Kyngs Hyghnes iny 
gncyouse Lord, for as Paule sayth scio habundare et 
msio penurkm paH, Yf ever your good Lordeship 
wyll do me pleasure in this world, now obtayn me 
this pelyoBn. I fable not, but meany th truely what 
I wrytte as God, the Judge of all, knoweth, whose 
grace ever prospere your good Lordeshipp. 

From youre awne moste bownden orator, 

WYLLM. BENSON, 

Abbott quondam of Westm* 
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LETTER CCCLXIL 

Xm» Biihop of Lichfield and Coventry ^ to CromweU. 

His Thanks for obtaining for him the ferm of 
Stafford Priory IHe Cattle of Monmouth. Breck- 
nock Castle, The Commortha forbidden by Statute: 
but a placard for otie granted hy the King, to one 
George Matthew of South Wales. 

[iBni. S Str. jxj. lOOe, Orig.^ 

The grant of the ferm of the demesnes of the Austin Priory of 
St. Thomas at Stafford, for which Bishop Rowland Lee thanks 
Cromwell in this Lettefi fixes its date to 1640. 

After my most harty reeommendacdns, hit may 
please the same to be advertised that of late I re- 
ceaved letters faom my Surveyor, conteynyng the 
olde assured goodenes and ffiiuor of your goode harte 

contynued towards me i&om tyme to tyme^ and nowe, 
lastely, in that it pleaseth you to tendre my sute ffiir 
the Priory of Saincte Thomas, although I canDot 
have it to stonde, yet Ear that ye mynde my prefer- 
ment to the £ferme of the demaynes I hartely thanke 
you. As God judge me, I only desyre the same ^for 
quyetneSy and ffor none adyauntage as my saide Sni- 
veor shall enforme you, to whom I hartely beseche 
you to geTe £GEurther credence, bothe herein and other 
things, emongs which oone ys ffor the reparacions of 
the Castill of Monmouthe which is all decayed and 
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in ruyn (ihe hall and the walls only excepte). And 
fibrasmoche as it shalbe a Shire towne^ and that also 
tiiia Counsaile shall ffor aondij causes repayre thither 
I thinke hit expedient the Priory here, viz. the 
Ifansion of the same, as stones, tjrmber, and other 
things to be reserved ffor the re-edifieng of the saide 
Castill, which, together with CC^* in ledy money e and 
snehe as this Counsaile wolde helpe, wolde make a 
eonvenyent Lodging ffor this Counsaile and other at 
the Kings Graces pleasure : wherein his Grace plea- 
sure knowen, and money had as bifore, my diligence 
shall not fiayle to the best of my litle power. But 
there is no leade in the sayde Priory. I truste I 
have sett Brecknock Castell in as pex£tt f^hion as 
he was syns his ffiist feundacion. Truste ye me 
truly, I wilbe more circumspecte in spending the 
Kings Graces moneye then myne owne. And what 
the Kings Graces pleasure shalbe herein I praye you 
I maye be asserteyned shortly* 

And fforasmoche as abowte Arusteleye syns my 
moving unto Brecknock, in Southwales, be gathered 
together a certen cluster or company of Theves and 
Murderers, where 1 entended to Glocestor, I must of 
necessitie retome to Herforde and Ludlowe ffor the 
redresse of the same, which, God willing, shall not be 
omytted. Hartely prayeng you to remembre the 
Commission that M'« Englefild left with you: ffor 
without that we can doo no goode here. 
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Fartbermore je shall undezstonde that where ffor 
the highe coromoditie and welth of Wales and the 
Marches of the same^ Commortha and other exaccions 
were fordon by Statute, ocme George Mathewe, gen- 
tleman, of Southwales, hath obteigned a placarde to 
the contrary (the Kings Grace as I take it not 
plajnely instructed therin) ffor there is no cause 
whye expressed, as by the copy hereinclosed bit 
doth appere, wherin I wolde gladly knowe the Kings 
Graces pleasure shortely. Truly it is right large, all 
things considered, ffor he is so f&ended tliat it shall 
ron through all Wales to bis advauntage, as I take it» 
of a tbowsand marks. Thus I trouble you, beseching 
you of pacyence and daily my prayer is for your pre- 
servaccon which Almighti Jhu con^ewe. From 
Monmoutbe, the xxj^*" daye of June. 

Yours most bowndeui 

ROLAND CO. ET LICH. 

To my moste entierly beloved Snnde, 
Master Secretary, 

** Henry the Eight, by the grace of God King of Englande and 
of Fraunce, defensor of the Faythe, and lorde of Irlonde, and in 
Erthe the supreme hed of the Churche of Englande. To all maner 
our officers, myuysters, and subjects, of what estate, degree, or con- 
dicioa so ever they be, these lettres hering or seing, greting. We lett 
you wile that we of our espedall Grace have licenced, and by these 
pNientB doo license, our tnisty and welbeloved sal^eele George 
Mathewe Esquyer, to rauMite and goo dnryng the space of three 
yeres next ensuyng the date hereof, from fyme to tyme,io all placeo 
within Wales, and to aske and demannde snche things as his kyns- 
folk, alios, and other his firinda and neighboars wiU iMy of their 
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goode m jDds, departe with him by waye of CSommortha towards his 
releiff, any statute, ordinaunce, or other thing made to the contrary 
hereof notwithstonding. Wherefore we woll and oomaunde you 
and every of you not only to permytt and suffer oar saide subjecte 
to use and enjoy the hole effecte of this our licence, but also to ayde 
and assiste him in the due cxecucion of the same at all seasons, as 
ye entende to please us and woll advoide the contrary. Yeven on- 
der our Signet at our Manor of Grenewiche the xjg^. daye of Feb- 
ruary, the xxy\|^i>. yere of our reigne." 



LETTEE CCCLXIIL 

I%oma9 GoldweU, Prior of Christ Ckuirch^ Canterbury, 
to Lord Cromwell, upon the Change in the Cathe^ 
dral, from a Prior and Comoent to a Dean and 

Canons^ 

[IBID. 2 Ser. V. 82.] 

Mrverj speciall goode Lorde, in my right humble 
mauer I recomend me vnto your goode Lordship, 
besechyng thesame your Loidschip to contynue goode 
Lord vnto me, as you have always ben in tyme past, 
and specially nowe in the chaunge of the B«eligion of 
.this Cathedrall Churche of Caunterbury, fro Priour 
and Coveut unto Deane and Canons, for I am in- 
fourmed that suche as be, or shalbe assigned and 
apoynted by the Kings Maiesty to be the Comyssioners 
and yy83rtour8 for thesaid chaunge of theseid Churche 
of Caunterbury, shalbe at thesame Churche v^ithin 
litle tyme, and of the whiche Comyssioners my Lord 
of Caunterbury, as I here, shalbe the chyffe (who is 
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not so goode Lord vnto me as I wold that he were). 
Wherfore, without jour especiall Loidship, I suppose 
my Lord of Cannterbuzy will pntt me to asmoche 
hynderance as he can ; and also I have herd of late 
that my brother, the Warden of the Maners, Doctor 
Thomeden, is called in my Lord of Cannterbtiryes 
house, Deane of Cristscherche,* in Caunterbury^ the 
whiche office of Deane by the favoor of your goode 
Lordship I trusted to have had, and as yet trust to 
have. I have ben Priour of theseid Churche above 
zzij. yersy wherfore it ahuld be moche displeasure to 
me in my age to be putt fro that my levyng or fro 
my chamber and lodgyng whiche I have hadd by all 
the seid xxij. yers. Hit hath ben also shewed imto 
me that my Lord of Caunterbuiy at his comyng to 
the seid Churche will take from me the k^s of my 
chamber, and if he so do I dowte whether I shall have 
thesame keyes or chamber agayne or nott. I have 
or can have none other comfort or helpe in ibis mater 
but onely by yo^ Lordship, and where it pleased your 
Lordship of your goode mynde toward me to write 
nnto me of late by your lettres that I shuld have my 
seid chamber with all comodities of the same as I 
hare hadd in tyme past : the whiche your so ynytyng 
to me was and is moche to my comfort, and with the 
favour of your Lordship I trust so to have for terme 

• Bkbard noiBdaa, «Ste Stade, WM Snt pidiiBday of Ow M 

charter of foundation, April 8, IMS; Imt Mver beeuM Don of Csntotauiy. He 
died in the latUsr tad of 1567, 
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of my lyf (the whiche terme of my lyf by came of 
uature cannott be long for I am above th'*age of 
hdj. yen). I beseche your goode Lordship that I may 
knowe your pleasure in the premysses by your lettres 
for my comfort of my levyng and my lodgyng, and I 
ahall dayly pray to Ahnighty God for the preser- 
Taoon of youre goode Lordship. Wretyn at theseid 
Chnrche, on Tewisday, the xxiiij*^ day of February. 
Be yo' Lordschyppys dayly bedeman most bownde 
THOMASy Frior of Cryste ys Churchy 

in Canterhury, 

To my T«ry speciaU goode Lord, 
ny Lord Cmmwell, Lord PriTj 
Seale, tlds be delyrered. 



LETTER CCCLXIV. 

Sir fFUUam Eure to the Lord Privy Seal of England^ 
relating hit eonvertatione with a Mr, BeUendyn 
concerfiing the Court, and character of James the 
Fifth. He details the particulars of an Interlude 
which had been flayed a# UnfiUhgow, A. 2). 1540. 

[MS. BBO. 7. 0. xvi. Orig^ 

%* The present Letter affords unquestionable proof that in 1540, 
whatever might have been Cardinal Beaton's counsels, the spirit of 
Reformation had spread from England to Scotland ; aiid that James 
the Fifth had decided upon a reformation of the Church. The plot 
of the Interlude, annexed to this Letter, is no other than the first 
dranght of Sir David Lindsay's Satire on the Three Estates. 
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Pleas it joar goode Locdeshipe to be adveitiside 

that at the meating whiche I had with two gentle 
men of the Kiog of Scotts Counsaile at Caldestreme, 
for sache buysynes as I bane aduerdsed yoF Lord- 
shipe of in myn other lettre of our procedings 
in the same, I hade diuene comynyngs with M'. 
Thomas BeHendyn, one of the saide Counoellois for 
Scotlande, a man by estymacion apperauute to be of 
th'age of Bftye yeres or above, and of gentle and 
sage conversacon, specially touching the staye of the 
spiritualtie in SkoUande, and gathering hym to be a 
man incl3med to the soorte vsed in our Souerains 
Realme of England, I dide soe largely breke with 
bym in tboes behalues as to move to knowe of hym of 
wbate mynde the King and Counsaile of Scotland 
was inclyned unto concernyng the Busshope of 
Rome, and for the reformacon of the mjrsusing of the 
Spiritualtie in Scotlande; wherunto he gentlie and 
lovinglie auuswered, shewing hym self well contented 
of that comjnyng, did saye that the King of Scotts 
hym self, with all his temporall Counsaile, was gretely 
geven to the reformacon of the mysdemeanors of 
Busshops, religious persones, and preists with in the 
Realme. And so muche that by the Kings pleasour, 
be being prevey therunto, thay baue bade ane £nter- 
luyde played in the feaste of the Epiphane of our 
Lorde kste paste, before the Xing and Quene at 
Ligligive and the hoole Counsaile spiiituall and tern- 



Digi[i<ioa 



ORIOli^AL LETTERS. 



£81 



porall* The hoole mader whereof concluded vpon 

the declaracon of the noughtines in Religion^ the 
preBumpcon of Busshops^ the collucon of the spuit- 
uaU CourtSi called the Condstorj Courts in Scotland^ 
and mjsusing of preists. I haue obteigned a noote 
frome a Scotts man of our soorte being present at the 
playing of the saide Enterluyde of th'efFecte thereof, 
whiche I doe sende vnto your Lordeshipe by this 
barer* 

My Lorde, the same M^ Bellendyn shewed me 
that after the said Enterluyd fynished, the King 
of Scotts dide call vpon the Busshope of Glascoe, 
being Chauncelori and diuerse other BusshopSi ex- 
orting thaym to reforme thair facons and maners of 
lyving, saying that oneles thay soe did, he wold sende 
sex of the proudeste of thaym vnto his vncle of 
£ngland, and as thoes wer ordored, soe he wold order 
all the reste that wolde not amende. And ther unto 
the Chauncelor shuld aunswer and say vnto the 
King that one worde of his Graces mouthe shuld 
suffice thaym to be at comaundement. And the 
King haistelj and angrely aunswered that he wold 
gladely bestowe any words of his mouihe that could 
amend thaym. I am alsoe aduertised by the same 
Bellendyn that the King of Scotts is fully mjnd- 
ed to expell all spirituall men frome having any auc- 
toritie by office vnder his Grace^ either in House- 
hold or ells-where within the Bealme^ and dailye 
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studiethe and devisithe for that entente. The same 
M'« BeUendjne haithe desired of me to have an 
Abftnicte of all snche Aets^ CousliiucioiiSy aad Pto* 
claniacoiis as ar passed within this the Xing our 
Sorefains Reabne tonchiiig the auppresrion of &eH- 
gion, and gathering unto the Kings Maiestie saehe 
other profieits as befor haithe been 8p[oken]9 with 
the xeformaoon of the mysdemeanois of the deigyc, 
saying that he trustethe to haue the King his master 
to studie the same. And haith m • • • me that if I 
cane attaigne the saide Aets, G>n8titaeQns» and Pro- 
damacons^ that I shall not adventur to sende hjm 
tfaaym, hut hj suche a pnvj persone as he by a 
secreat token whiche is devised bitwene hym and me 
shall send vnto me for that purpose. Further, he 
haithe adaertised me that it is appointed the Quene 
of ScottSi now being with childe, shalbe crowned on 
Sondayoi the firste daye of Febniarij, and thexafter 
shalbe had a OonTenoon of th^ Lords, for whate pnr- 
poos I can note be certefied as yet, but as is thought 
apertely for the reformacon of spiritualtie. I am ad- 
vertised by one of myn espiells that the Kinge of 
Scotts havinge at this instaunte three ahipes in redy- 
nes to goe to the Sees, haithe been at^ seen» and viewed 
the same ; and that it is rumered a maings the comon 
people thay shulde be prepairede for the King to goe 
to the Meating in Fraunce. My Lord, conscideiing 
th*eiiects of the premisses^ I thought my duetie could 
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be noe les thene of the same with deligenee to adver- 
tise your Lordshipe, wherein as shall further stande 
withe the Kings Maieaties pleasur to oomaiinde me^ 
even soe I shall, God willing, applie myn vtter deli- 
genee by the grace of the Hollie Gooste whoe ever 
preserue your goode Lordshipe. At the Kings Ma- 
iesties Castell of Berwike, the xvvj^ daye of Januarye. 
Your Lordship's at comaundement, 

wyll"m eure. 

To the right honorable and my verey 
goode Lorde, my Iiorde Privey Seale* 

^ The Ooplfi of the Nootes of di« Ikleiliiyde. 

** In the firste entres come in S<daioe (whose parte was but to make 
mery, sing balletts with his fiellowes, and drinke at the interluyd of 
the play), whoe shewede finste to all the Audience the Playe to be 
played) whiche was a generall thing, meaiqfiig nothing in speciall to 
displeas no man, praying therfor* noe man to be angre with the 
same. Nexte come in a King who passed to his throne, having noe 
speche to th'ende of the Playe (and thene to raitefie and approve as 
in playne Parliament all things doon by the reste of the players 
whiche represented the three esces). Withe hym come his cortiors, 
Placebo, Pikthanke, and Flaterye ; and suche a like garde, one 
swering he was the lustieste, starkeste, best proporcioned, and moste 
yaliaunte man that ever was ; an other swear he was the beste with 
longe bowe, crose bowe, and culverin, in the world; an other swear 
he was the best juster and man of armes in the world ; and soe furthe 
during thair parts. Therafter came a man, armed in hames, with 
a sword drawen in his hande. A Busshope, a Burges man, and 
Experience clad like a doctor, whoe sete thaym all down on the 
deis vnder the King. After thayme come a poor Man, whoe did 
goe vpe and downe the scaifald, making a hevie complaynte that he 
was heryed throughe the Cortiours place, whcr throughe he hade 
stimyled his house, his wif and childeren beggyng thair brede, and 
MM of many thousaund in Scotlande, whiche wolde make the Kyng's 
Qnoe loM of men if hit Gnce ilod n«ide, saying thair was noe reoie- 
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'dye to be gotten, for thonghe he wolde suyte to the King^'s Grace, he 
was naither acquaynted with controuller nor treasurer, and with 
oute thaym niyght noe inan gete noe goodenes of the King. And 
after be spereU for the King, and whene he was shewed to the Man 
that wai King in tlie playe, he noniiMnd and faid be waa noe 
Ring, ffor ther -vrae bat one King^wfaidie made all and gonenietfae all, 
wfaoe ia eternall, to whome he and all erthely Kinga ar but officers, 
of the whiche thay nraste make reeknyng. And aoe fnrtfae moche 
moor to that effecte. And tbene he loked to the King, and saide he 
waa not the King of ScoUande, for ther was an other Bung in Spot- 
lande that hanged John Armeetrmng with his fSsllowes, and Sym 
the hurde, and many other moe, which had pacified the countrey, 
and stanched thiste, but he had lefle one thing Tndon, whiche per- 
teynede aa weU to his charge as th'ottier. And whene he waa asked 
what that was, he made a long narracou of the oppression of the 
poor, by the taking of the corse presaunte heists, and of the herying 
of poor men by Concistorye lawe, and o£ many other abussions of 
the spiritnalitie and Churche, withe many long stories and auctori- 
ties, . . . thene the Busshope roise and rebuked hyni, saying it . . 
effered not to hym to speake such matiers, commaunded of hym 
scilence, or ells to sulTer dethe for it by thair lawe. Therafter roise 
tlie Man of Amies, alledginge the conlrarie, and comaundtd the 
poor Man to Hpeake, saying thair abusion hade been over longe 
suffered with oute any lawe. Thene the Poor Man shewed the 
greate abusion of IJusshopes, Preletts, Abbotts, reving nienes wifs 
and doughters, and holding thaym, and of tlie maynteynyng uf thair 
childer. And of thair over bying of Lords and Barrons eldeste 
sones to their doughters, wher'thoroughe the nobilitie of the blode 
of the Uealme was degenerate. And of the greate superfluous rents 
that perteyned to the Ghnrohe by reason of over muohe temporall 
lands given to thaym, whieho thay proved that the Kinge might 
take boothe by the Canon lawe and Civile lawe. And of the greate 
abomynable vices that reiagne in Clostnres ; and of the oomon Bor- 
delles that was keped in Qosturs of Nnnnes. All this was pnrait 
by Eiperience, and alsoe was shewed th'office of a Busshope, and 
producit the Newe Testament, with the Auctorities to that effecte. 
And then roise the Man of Annes, and the Burges, and did saye 
that all that was producit by the poor Man and Experience was 
reasonable, of veritie, and of greate effecte, and verey expedient to 
be reasoemede with the consent of Parliament. And the Busshope 
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said he wold not consent thereunto. The Man of Aimes and Barges 
saide thay were twoe, and he bot one, wherfor thair voice shuld 
haue mooste effecte. Theraftre the Kinp in the Playe ratefied, ap- 
proved, and confermed all that was rehersed." 



LETTER CCCLXV. 

Henry Howard^ Earl of Surrey^ to Sir fFiUkm 

Paget, after he had quitted his command at Bou- 
logne, 

£ms. cotton. TITUS. B. u. 58. Onif .] 

%* The reader will not be dtopleaMd to haire one Letter laid be- 
fore him of the hlf^minded and aocompUshed Lord Snirey. lo 
1544, in tiie well-known expedition to Boulogne, Snnrey wns lield- 
manliall of the Enc^lih army, and after the taking of that Town, 
waa oonstitnted the King's Uentonant and captain-general of his 
linvei witfiln tiie Town and Oonntry of Boulogne. In 1546, whilft 
endeavouring to intercept a convoy of provisions intended for the 
IbiC <rf Oultreau, he was defeated by the joint power of the Rhin- 
grare and the Marshal de Biess. Subsequently, though not at the 
immediate moment, he was recalled, and Lofd Gray appointed to 
succeed him as Lieutenant. 

Who the strangers were to whom he alludes, and whom he as- 
sisted with au additional reward to that which the King had allow- 
ed, the Editor has not discovered. He complains heavily of Lord 
Gray's conduct to two of his servants, whom he thought he had 
provided for securely at Boulogne : and speaks in no measured 
terms of the reflection which he conceived Lord Gray had cast upon 
his honour. " There be in Boulogne too many witnesses that Henry 
of Surrey was never for singular prolit corrupted ; nor never yet 
brfbes closed his hand." 

The machinalions "vHiidi ended In his destmetion were nt this time 
beginning. He was beheaded on ^ower-hill Jan. IMh, 1646 — 7, 

It may like you with my hartie commendacions 
that wheras yester nyght I perceyved by you that the 
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King! Ma*^^ thincking his libeialitie soffidently ex- 
tended towards the Straungers that have served h3nn, 
I have with faire words done my best so to satisfie 
them acccnrdinglj. Assaiing 70a on my faythe that 
their neccssite semed to me suche, as it cost me a 
hundred ducates of myn owne pourse, and sumwhat 
els ; so that now ther resteih nothing to he dim, hut 
their paspourte and redy dispatch from you, wherin 
it may please you to consider their great chardges 
here. 

And now you shall geve me leve to come to myn 
owne matters. Commyng £rom Boullougne in such 
sortc as you knowe, I left onely two of my servants 
behynd me, John Rosington and Thomas Copeland. 
To the saied John, for his notahle service* I gave 
th'advantage of the Playe in Boullougne. To 
Thomasi the profecte of the Passage. Whom my 
Lord Gray put immediatly out of service after my 
departure, notwitiistauding the lettres I obteyned 
from you to hym in their fiEtvour. And upon a 
hetter consideracion, John occupieth his rowme, and 
my Lord to his owne use occupieth th*others oihce 
of the Passage, sayenge that I and my predicessors 
there sluild use the same to our gayne, Whiche I 
assure you upon myn honor is untrewe ; and that it 
shuld he parcell of th*interteynement of the Deputie, 
which in Collayes was never used, and as me semeth 




• Digiti-ioa 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 287 

to nere for a Deputie to grate : imlesse it were for 
some displeasure borae to me. 

Finally, M^ Seexetaxy, this is th'onely sute that I 
have made you for any thing touching Boullongne 
87th my departar«9 wberfore it may please you that 
if my Lcnrd Gray w<^ neades be Passinger, and that 
this ofiice was no lesse wourth to the saied Thomas 
then fyfde pounds a yeaie^ being plased ther by a 
Kings Lieutenant ; whieb me thyncketh agreat dis- 
order that a Capytayne of Boullongne shuld displase 
for any pxyrat gayne ; yet at the lest it may please 
you to require my Lord Gray to recompense hym 
with a simi of money in recompence of that that be 
hatb lost, and purchased so derely with so many 
daungiers of liefe; which my saied Lord of bis 
liberalite cannot refuse to do. 

And for aunswer that my saied Lord cbardgetb me 
to have returned the same to my piyvat profecte ; in 
his so saying, be can have non bonor, for tber be in 
Boullongne to many wytnesses that Henry of Surrey 
was never for siuglei profecte corrupted ; nor never 
yet bribes dosed bis bande. Which lesson I lemed 
of my father, and wysshe to succeade hym therin as 
in the rest* 

Furtber, wberas the saied Copeland, was placed 

ther for his demerites by M^ Southwell and me of the 
garde, and that my sayd Lord Gray deteynetb fsom 
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hym hia wages ; it may pleae you, at my moat hertie 1 
request to graunt hym your Lettres for th*obteynyBg 
thezofy and of the rest; and to pardon my francknesy 
for that you know it is my naturall to use it with 

And thus wisshing you my 

frend till I deserve of tzaiy, I pray to Ood 

send you harte desyreth. From 

xiiij<*» of July, 1546. 

Tour assuiyd loving ffirend, 

H. SURREY. 

To llM fight wmnh^AiU Sir Paget, Knight, 
one of the Kings Ma*'** prlndpill Seeretuyes. 
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LETTER CCCLXVI. 

Thomas Fisher to the Duke of Somerset^ Protector, 
apprizing hm nf InteUigenee he had received eonr 
ceming tumuUs at Edinburgh; and of hostilities 
committed by the French and Aknains* 

[m8. ootM>n, oalio. b. tii. 8S5. Ortg-.] 

Amott, in his History of Edinburgh, takes no notice of tiie 
ftay which is here described. The aniyal of the French and Ger- 
maiiB in Scotland to aid the latter country against England in 1548, 
is an occurrence of History well known^ as well as the nusing of 
the siege of Haddington. 

" About the same time," says Holinshed, " there chanced a mu- 
tinie to rise betwixt the Scots and the Frenchmen in Edinburgh, by 
reason that a French soldier fell a quarelling with two or three 
Scotishmen ; and falling together by the eares, diverse Scots that 
came to depart the fraie, would have had the Frenchman to prison ; 
but other Frenchmen being there also present, would not suffre the 
Scots to take him away. Wherupon arose a great tumult and stirre 
among them, insomuch that there were divers slain on both parts ; 
namely, James Hamilton, laird of Stanhouse, ELnight, Captain of the 
CbHOb and Piovvist of Edinburgh, witfi liit sQii| and Bfaister Wil- 
liam Steward^ <»ie of tlie Qneen's tervtuits ; besides sundry other. 
For the Frenchmen doabCiag some oontrired commotion against 

oa 
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them, assembled together in ordor of battell in the streets ; so that 
before the matter might be appeased by the captains that shewed 
their diligent endeavors therein, they had enoogk to bring it to pass 
as they wi.><ho<l. The beginner of this business was hanged the 
same day in the market place of £dinbargli| where he began first to 
pick the qoareU."* 

May it like youie Grace t'anderatonde this eYeniDg^ 

came hither from Edenbrughe, Thomas Caiiile, who 
was taken pxysoner at the £rst overthrowe afore 
Haddington, and remayning erer sins in Edenbrughe 
is nowe delyvered for his raunsom, being 240 corons 
of the Sonne, whiche he hathe paid (as he saithe) : 
with whom, questyoiiing howe tliiiigcs precede and 
arr taken betwene the Scottes and Erenche, and spe- 
cyally after the hiirle lately emonge theym at Eden- 
brughe, and sins of the overthrowe of the Frenche 
and Almaynes at Haddington, he saiih for the 
fiiste, that when this ruffle was emonges theim at 
Edenbrughe, whiche he saith contynewed a good 
hower and more, the French could no sonar espie a 
Scotisheman, woman, or childe, comme out of their 
doresy or put their heddes out at a wyndoo, but 
straight way was marked with an harquebute, so as of 
that nacion they spared none ; whereat the Governor 
and his countre3rmen (as they durst) were not a litell 
stomaked, whiche seing, Monsieur Dessee gathered his 
holi band in hast togethen, and that night, in a gret 
rage, nothing pleased towardes the Governor, departed 

• HsUmIi. sfit. 1M7, TaL L p. iL p. SM. 



Digitized by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 29S 

the towne, not all after the gentellest maner, sending 
for the Ringrave to mete him with his hand (as furth- 
with he did) and ceassed not till he came to Muskel- 
burghe^ where he tarryed awhile, and so to Hadding* 
ton» to their coste, as was lately wrytten to your 
Grace. They were (saith he) no soner out of Eden- 
brughe, but the gates were shutt, and then the 
townes men, seking for such French as werr lefte, 
were he sick or hoU, he was no soner founde, but 
forthwith slayne and cut in pieces ; so searched they 
the towne eftsones on the morrowe, and as they found 
dispatched as afore^ contynewing still the like order 
as they can get one or two French apart, which they 
kill and thrust into holes and corners to hide theym 
as they maye. He also saith that at suche tyme, M^ 
Monsieur Dessie and the Ringrave, with their bandes, 
were at Haddington (which journey he saith was re- 
solved upon fourteen daies before the execution of 
the same in this sorte) either to attempt the steling of 
that towne, qft elles the forte here, and to have distroy- 
ed us in our campe. Newes came to the Governor, 
being at dyner in Edenbrughe, that the Erenche and 
Almaynes bad wonne Haddington, and slayne all the 
soldiours, saving a fewe gentlemen that were gotten 
within Windham's bulwark, which they kept to be 
dely[vered] only upon promise for saving their lives, 
whiche the messenger said to the Governor, the 
French wold not so take, neither graunte, and other 
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curtesie then deith (said he) they shuld not have. 
Wheruppon the GroTernor and the towne of Eden- 
brughe reyoicyng not a liteU, and derelj foigettii^ 
aud irankely forgeving the Frenche fonner mysde- 
meanozs (a» though it had not byn) caused his 
trumpet to warne all th'orsmen of the towne to be 
furthwith ready to ryde with him to Haddingtop, 
hoping to have com in tyme, dther himself and his 
band, to have wonne Wyndhams Bulwark, which he 
wold have desired of Monsieur Dessie, or at the least 
to have assisted the French in the wynning therof. 
And so hastyng forwardes with his band of horsemeay 
as far as Lastericky a mile out of Edenburghe, met 
with th'other newes of the repulse and overthrowe ; 
wherwithally beinge astonyed, rode to a hill not fan 
of, wheras he discovered and sawe the French and 
Almaynes, commyng towardes him» wherat he cast 
downe his hed, and with all spede retomed to Eden* 
brughe, aud after him came thither both Monsieur 
Dessie and the Bingraye with the Frenche and part 
of th'Almaynes, whom Thomas CarHle saith that 
standing in his ho • • • house« he sawe enter the 
towne, and with them, in company either tw^ty 
seven or twenty eight cartes and carriages laden with 
hurt men. And when that Monsieur Dessie and the 
Ringrave had put of their hames, and shifted theim, 
they bothy passing the stretes, went to the GoTemon 
lodging to haye spoken with him, who wold not be 
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spokoi witibali that nighty nor this daje untill nine a 

clock in the morning, so as they departed for that 
pxesent. And having audience with the Govemoe 
this daye, unto whom not showing any firendely 
countenance, he answered, they were com rather to 
spoile and distroye tiie Bealme, that to assist and 
defend yt (as was promysed), and seing no better 
successe of their senice, which also considexing the 
slaughter lately made by the Erenche uppon the 
liege people, and specially the Hammyltons, he told 
- iheim playnly and openly in the hearing, of many, 
that without more ado, the matier should be enquered 
uppon, and th*offenders shall suffire therfore, without 
remission ; and so departed from theym, and they re- 
tomed to their lodgingesveiy saddly as he saith. Wher- 
upcm the Ringrave repayred to Leghe, ^eras he 
with Ills hoU band (saving 500 left behind him with 
the Lard of BucUughe for a season) wooll remayne 
all iihe wynter as yt is sayde. He saith also yt is 
reported in Edenburghe, both by the Frenche and 
Almaynes, that at this conflicte at Haddington, there 
was slayne and hurte of their best men betwene 
four and 500$ and that the more part of the 
hurte men (as is supposed) eannot escape death, 
Emonge the whiche, there was slune in the base 
courte a veiy nere kynesman of the Bingvaves, who 
being uppon the first repulse left behind ded in the 
courte, certen of the "worthiest Almaynes at the 
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deaire of their coronell« with a new showte ef tsones 
approched and reentred the lame, of purpose to fetcfae 
awcy his said kynesman; of whom was also slayn 
with the culverin, being newly chaiged with hayle 
shot, nineteen, dyvers of th'others sore hurte, and in 
fjne retomed without their desire for the ded man, 
MTing one of hie aimes, which they xecovered and 
toke with theym ( God send them many suche banketts). 
And saithe alao the Soottea leyoiceth as moche of 
this overthrowe as we do, and that it is spoken in 
Edenburghe the Hamyltons woU^ for their blud- 
afaedingy leeke no other amende at th'andea of the 
Frenche, but to be revenged with the sworde, and 
therefiure it ia thought there wolbe good aport 
emonges theym or yt be long. Marye, had not that 
afiray (by the providon of Grod) so tymely happened 
emongea theym, the Caatell of Edenburgh for trothe 
had byn on the morrowe morning, by the appoynt- 
ment of the Quene and the Goyemor, with th'aaaent 
of M^ Hamilton, constable of same, and the provost 
of the towne, now sore hurt, and the rest of the Gro- 
▼emora fipendea, delyvered to th'andea and charge of 
Monsieur Dessie, which I trust woll not nowe be so 
departed withall. And y t is thought in Edenburgh 
(saith he) that yf money arryve not out of Fraunce 
within a fortenight or three wekes« the Frenche and 
Almaynea air like to fiuniahe for any relief they shall 
get without money, yf in the meane tyme the power 
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of the Realme set not uppon theym» which (as he 
saith) is in question emonges many. Andalredje 
Monsieur Dessie and the Ringrave have pledged all 
their ringes^ jewelles, chejnes, plate, and credite, for 
money to satisfie their bandes, nntill more com; 
which is dajly loked for. I pray God yt may be inter- 
cepted by sea, and then I doubt not youre Grace 
sbal here good aceompt of theym. 

Ferther he saith that, about sixteen daies paste, 
Hughe Dowglasy of long. Netberye, being in £den- 
brughe and lodged within two houses, where he, the 
said T. Caxlile, lodged, he sawe the Govemer com 
to him in the evenyng, wberas they conferred three 
houres togithers, and then the Govemer retomed 
home, suffinng no light to be carried before him in 
the stretes, and Hugh Dowglas furtbwith departed 
the towne. And saith he certenly knoweth to be him, 
by the M'. [of the] houaholde to the Queue, that the 
next night after, somewhat late in the evening, the 
Lardes of Ormeston and Bromston came to the same 
lodging, unto whom also the Goyemer and Monsieur 
Dessie came, resorted that night in secretie, and, 
tarryeng with them the space of twoo or three howres, 
they went to their lodginges, and the two Lardes de^ 
parted the towne before the breke of the next day; 
tlus he saith is very true, and woll so prove it unto 
their faces y f y t so please your Grace ; or elles offreth 

to be hanged for yt ; what juggeling may be herin 

o 5 
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(unles tbey have ferther coouniMioii from your Ghrace 

then I knowe) considering there famyliarite here^ and 
the eredite they air in with aom in thies parties, your 
princely wisdom can best jndge, and for my parte I 
pray God yt be for goode as (saving your Grraces re- 
formadon) I beLeve yt not* 

This day also, as he came hitherwardes, he saith 
that betwene Edenburgh and Long Nethexye, he 
met dOO hmes and naggea at the leest, of th'aaauied 
niens^ laden with bred, butter^ drinke, cheese, and 
other yictuellea, going towaidea £denbrughe and 
Leghe, to relief the French and Almaynes ; and no 
daye escapeth but a nomber of them goeth thither to 
the market, and yet in thies parties, we ceasse not to 
graunt assurances. And, under your faveur, to showe 
my folishe opynyon iu discharge of my bownden 
duetie imto your Grace, how had it byn possible for 
such a powere as the Frenche and Ahnaynes were, 
not under three thousand, or above as is reported, to 
com in the night tyme thorough our assured mens 
townes, from Muskelburgh to Haddington, and never 
a one of them shuld heare, either of their comyng or 
passing, as they sey they did not, or as I thinke they 
wold not, although in my judgement a goode part of 
theim knewe full well of th*entended enterprice, and 
yf they did here, or were previe therunto, why had 
they not then let it be knowen by some meane to the 
Capten of Haddington, as it was not 
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• He farther saith the French arr at this present in 
siiche desperacion, as they had xather advent^ and 
be killed with EnglishmMi then by the Soottes; and 
yet do they day ly make fayre tayles to the Scottes^ and 
emonges the teat, say that for troith, open matt i» 
proclaymed in Fravmce betwene them and England^ 
and that presently they have a mayne power af(»re 
tl^e towne of fiuUoigney which th'Englishmen have 
ofired to rendre, yf they might be suffred to departe 
with bag and bagiige. Thies lyes (saving your ho- 
nour) and such like they devise and ymagen to make 
the blynd Scottes beieve that Fraunce woll so occupy 
England^ as thej may do their willes in Scotland $ but 
€rod (who seeth and knoweth all) woll, I doubt not, 
scuorge them tor their untroithe and nawghtines, 
according to bis most divyne wille and pleasure. 

Lastely he saith, that having had liber tie to walke 
abrode in the towne of Edenbrughe with his taker, 
and somtymes betwene that and Leghe, be telleth that 
Leghe is entrenched round aboute, and that, besides a 
bulwarke made by the haven side towardes the sea 
on the ground where the Chapell stode, which I sup- 
pose your Grace remembreth, their is an other great- 
er bulwerk made on the mayne ground at the gret 
churche standinge at the upper end of the towne, 
towardes Edenbrughe. And that their engener 
having at the firste comyng of -the Erenche, devised a 
traves walle, betwene the towne of Edeubrugh and 
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the castell, the same, siiilh he, is alredy a good piece 
builded and xysen brest higlie of a man, at the chaiges 
[of] the Gorernor, which wall, with a poynted bul- 
werk in the myddes, ronneth by the jugement of his 
eyes tVhart the where Sir Christopher Morres 
phmted th'ordtnaiice at your Graces first approche 
there, in sorte here under grocely pricked out, and at 
the south end thereof is th'entreet her unto, which dis- 
taunce seameth to be like a base court to the castell. 

Fynally, bicause the fort here groweth nowe in 
suche streiight as yt well not long desire tarryeng 
here of the campe, it may like your Grace to sig- 
nifie your pleasure, howe and where you mynd t*em- 
ploye the service of th'Almaynes, which as yt is 
thought might be well placed in the West bordres, 
wheras they may be doing both to annoye th'enemye 
and also well victuelled for this wynter tyme. As 
knoweth the living God, who ever prousper your 
Grace in honor and felicitie long t'endure. From 
the campe at the Pethes, the 1^ of October, 1548. 

The towne. 




The castell. 

Your Graces most humble and bounden servante 

THOMAS FISHBR* 

To the right highe and mightie Prince 
my Lorde Protector his good Grace. 
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LETTER CCCLXVIL 

Edward Duke of Somerset^ to Francis None and 
Owen Moptan, EsqmreSf committing to them the 
hearing of a Suit. 

[larsd. MS. No. 2. art. 2S. Orif •] 

%• Lord Orford, in his *' Catalogue of Royal and Noble Au- 
thors," noticing the good qualities of the Duke of Somerset, says, 
" I chuse to throw into a Note a particularity on this head that it 
may be more remarked. Great clamour was raised against him for 
a merit of the most beautiful nature; this was his setting up a 
GouBT OF Requests within his own house, ^ to hear the petitions and 
suits of poor men ; and upon the compassion he took of their oppres- 
sions, if he ended not their businesses, he would send his letters to 
Ghsncery in fhdr flmnir."'* 

In times, Laid Orlbrd justly* adds, when almost erery Act of 
State was an Act of Tyranny, howamiaUe does this illegal juiisdic- 
tion appear 1 

The following is one of the Letters which were ghen to soitors 
on tids occasion. The body is in the hand of a Secretary. The 
signatoiti only, that of the Protector. 



Aftbr our hartie commendacions we send unto 

yow the SuppHcacon hereinclosed, wherein we mind- 
ing direcoon by zighty wheifcxr (knowing your vris*. 
domes and upright dexterities) we will and require 
yow by vertue hereof, calling all such parties before 
yow as yow shall thinke mete for the better know* 
ledge of the truith therin, to here and examyn the 
s^e, and uppon due knowlage of the caoe, to pro- 

> Stqrp^ vol. ii. p. 183. 
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cede without furder tract of time unto the finall 
detecmiiiaodn thereof, as to liglit,' equitie, and con- 
science shall apperteign, so as tbe partie complajnant 
may receive and enjoy th'ole that in conscience he 
ought toliave by your order ; being yowby the tenor 
hereof authorised therunto, without furder cause 
hereafter eftsones to molest us in this behalf with 
compUdnt. Thus, not doubtuig that yow will not 
frustrate this the good opinion we have conceyved in 
yowy we bidde jrow fare well. From Somerast Place^ 
the xj* of March, A* 1548. 

Yowr loving fceend, 

B. 80MBR8BT. 

To our knring ftends, Frauds None and 
Owen Hopton esqiert. 



LETTER CCCLXVUL 

Dr. Day 9 Bishop of (MehetUr, to Secretary CeeU, 

for his liberty, having been deprived and iTn/prisoned 
for diiobeywg ike Kni^*9 eommand for n^Uulinff 

Comnmnion Tahke imtead of AUm in hie IHeeeeOm 

A. n. 1550. 

[iBU>. No. 2. art. 93. Orig,} 

Gratia et Pax in Christo Jesu, Where as your 
Maistreship wylled me to wiyta TBto you coneem* 
ynge the conmmBication whiche it pleased you of 
late to haue with me: albeit to entreate againe of 
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that Argument can be no lesse vnpleasaunt and 
daungerous vnto me, than it is to the meiehaimte 
to sayle againe in those seeis wherin lie hathe suf- 
fered shipwrack before; yet I bane gone aboute to 
aecomplishe yoiir wyll and pleasure, and haue de- 
vysed with my seWe bow and what I sbulde wiy te of 
that mattre. But in goodde trouibe I cannot tell 
what I shulde wryte therin, otherwise than I an- 
swered vnto my Lords of tbe Counsaille (before I 
was commytted to pryson) and afterwards to the 
Commissioners at tbe tyme of my deprivation : viz« 
thiU I stycked not att the aUeratianf either of. the 
matter (as stone or wode) wherof the Altar was made, * 
but I then toke^ as I now take, those things to be tn- 
different, and to be ordred by them that haue autho- 
ritie. But the commaun dement, whiche was gyven 
to me to take downe all Altars within my diocese, 
and in the lieu of them to sett vp a table, implyinge in 
it sel^ (as I take it) a pkyne abolyshmefU qf the 
AUare (hothe the name and the' ihwge) from the yse 
and ministration of the Holy Communion, I cowlde 
not with my conscience then execujte. As I an- 
swered to my Lords of the Counsaille then, and 
afterwarde to the Kings Ma*^ Conmoissioners; and 
what I shulde ells now answere I cannot teU. 

Iff 1 may by your helpe and Sir Jhon Chekes, in 
consyderation of the losse of mj lyving, and twoo 
yeares emprysement, frely now obtayne the libertie of 
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a subiecte (whiche if I shulde herafter abvse I wolde 
not desjre to lyye), I wyll dayly pray to God for the 
Kings moBte excellent Ma^ and his moste honoiable 

Counsaile khI virep vfiity Tt^y pverwy fiov. Sin IflftAf 

UberUu emenda esinovo eonteientim eertamine eiperi- 

culo, prestat opitior ea carere^ quam tanto preeio 
mereem tarn vulgarem et egenam comparare* Domi- 
nu» Jeeue te eemper incohmem eerttet^ vir clariuimet 
et suo spiritu te semper dmgat ad nominis sui gloriam 
et ReipubUcm utUitatem. Ex mdUms reverendiuimi 
£>, Caneettarij Anglics, x**. Januarij. 

Tuae Dignitatis Studiosus, 

O* DAT. 

To the right honorable Sir Willm Cicell, Kuyght, 
Secretary vuto the Kings Ma^*^. 



LETTER CCCLXIX. 

Tlie Lords of the Council to the Earl of Sussex and 
Sir Richard Southwell, for the punishment of two 
persons who had stolen some young Hawks from a 
Lanner^s nest, and who would not confess for whom 
tkeg had procured them, 

[Mt. ooTTOH. nruB. B. u. foU 271. Qrig,1 

%• The Gentleman's Recreation, Sro. edit pp. 51, 52, says, 
" You may know the Lanners by these three tokene : 1, they are 
blacker Hawks than any other; 2, they have lees beakl than the 
rest ; 3, and lastly, they are leaf anned and pounced than oilier 
falcons/' 
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Falconry has been already noticed as the favourite sport of tlie 
English princes aud nubility firom the earliest times. From the 
Wardrobe Account of the 34th Edw. I. it appears that the fees, re- 
wards, &c. to did King's iUoonerSy for that year only, amoanted to 
no leas a ram than 8481^ 79, 4|d. 

In tlifl B4th Edw. III. it waa made felony to ateal a hawk: and 
to take ito eggs, eren in a penon'a own ground, was puniabaUe 
with impriscmmenly beside a line at tlie royal pleaanie. For how 
long time the iirrt part of tiiia ilatiite oontinned in force, is sliewn in 
ihia and the raeoeeding IioMer. Fkemiia to tlw invention of tlie - 
fowling-pieoe, as may be gathered from several Letters already 
printed in these Toiumee, Game waa chiefly obtained by Falconry.^ 

From an entry upon tiie Originalia Rolls, voL iL p. SOT, anno 
S5 Edw. III., we find that a fidooo gentil cost 90«. ; a tersil gentil, 
lOs. ; alesto«ir,St. 44,; bl tersil lestour, 6». 8d. ; and a Laner, 6s. 8d. 
These were tiie prices which the Sheri£f waa to give for Hawks for 
the King's use. At a later date the prices were greatly enhanced. 
Birt, in his Address to the reader, prefixed to his Treatise already 
quoted in the Note, says he " had for a Goshawke aiid a Tarsell a 
hundred marks ; both sold to one man within sixteen moutiis." 

In the earlier period in England, the Norway hawk seems to 
have been most prized. In the Domesday Survey, tlie City of Wor- 
cester, among the customary rents paid to the King, gave ten pounds, 
or a Norway hawk. 

Among the Royal Letters in the Lansdowne Collection, there is 
one from Henry the Eighth to Thomas Dowty to furuish a Cabin in 
his ship to a servant of Sir Autliony Kingston, serjeant of his Ma- 
jesty's Hawks, sent by his master into Iceland to transport Hawks 
into England. Dated Hampton, 29th March, 1539. 

Ireland also was known for its breed of Hawks. In a vdnme 
of Letters and Warranto relating to that ooontry, formerly bekngtog 
to Lord. Kingsbonmgh, the Editor renenbeiB one fam Queen Ell- 
nbeth to Sir Henry Sydney, the Lord Deputy, dated Windsor, 7th 
Oct 1568, which began, <^ Whereaa in the second year of onr reign, 
we did grant unto tlie right noble Ferdinand de Castro^ Bfaiqnes of 
Sarin in the kingdom of Spain, befaig onr right trusty and well-be- 

• Birt, in his "Approved Treatise of Hawks and Hawking," 4to. Lond. I619, 
Myi that on the Sussex downs, within five weeks he killed with one hawk " four- 
Mom and odd partridges, ftn pbcMuili^ serai ndkii mi. tan liim sgiuiMt hit 
trilL*' P. 19. 
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loved ConsiSf and descended of the royal blood of our predeceasore, 
and by the House of Lancaster, that he shuld yearly have two 
Gossehawks and four greyhoands, to be delivered by our Deputy, 
or other our principal mininter in that Realm, at such seasonable 
time as he should send for the same." The grant was to have cod* 
liawaiMm till the Qoeen*s pleasure should be otherwise determined. 
The Wunyil went m to ilal* 1M tli« Hawki wfaidi wera waatad 
coaM Ml ahfaji be hai> and tiMt It iroaM ba wdl fo am 
inhaMtanta of the paiti from wliieh tlMy wero pnemed, by way of 
lent or other induooMonti Id be adjoined ta obtain thiM. 

Tbranf^ioBi Eorape, it k probable that Bbvrha^neabi now go nn> 
moiealed: thoogh the Qneen of En^and, m the nondnal portion of 
her imotty'i household has otiU an hereditary Grand Fakonor. 

In lO0i^ whan the Ambaiaadow were introdneed to tiie Khig 
from Bnaoia/ the Empenr and Grand Dnkea aent nnmenma Fal« 
ooni among their ftmc n ti . 

TaibenriOe, In his « Booko of Fakonrie," 4ta. Loud. UTS, pin- 
serres the memory of Queen Eliaabeth's fondneet for the sport of 
Hawking in a wood cut, twice rqpeated in hla wofh, which repre- 
sents the Queen on horseback pursuing it, accompanied by her 
courtiers. In the later edition of 1611, a portion of the block re- 
preseutint; her Majesty is cut out, and Jamea the Fint'a figare 
a m uain g l y subatitutod for the Queen. 

After our right harty commendacioiu, whereas 

by the examynacion inclosed you may perceyve that 
one Anthony Man and James Gburdjner bemg ap- 
pointed to watche a Lanner's neste wilhin the dis- 
parked Parke of the Lady Marie's Grace of Wyn- 
farthing^ in the County of Noifolk, by her Grace's 
ofl^eer there, ha^e confessed before Sir Richard 
Southewell and Sir Thomas Woodhowse^ Knight, 
that they have stoUen thre yong Hawkes in the said 
Lanner's neste, but by whose procurement, for whom 
they were so stolen, or to whom they were delyvered« 
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they very obstinately and utterly refuse to confesse, 

as by the said examinacions shall more playnly ap- 
pere to your Loidshipp: thies shalbe to require 
the same agajm t'examyne the saide Man and Oar* 
dynere so earnestly and effisctually as they may 
confesse aswell by whose meanes and procurement 
they stole the saide Lanners ueste, as also to vvhome 
they were delyrend, and to whose use ; to th*ende 
ihe said Hawkes may be restored agayiie to the Lady 
Maries Grace^ which if they refuse to do by gentle- 
ness then we desike your Lordshipp to force them to 
do the same by straight handling and punyshemcnt; 
and in the meaue tyme to give ordre that they be 
still kept in sure warde, till we advertise your Lord- 
shipp of our furder order to be taken in that behalf. 
So we byd the same hartely farewelL From Grene- 
wich, the v*** of May, 1553. 

Your Lordshipps loving firendes> 

WINCHESTER. NOETHUMBERLAKD. 

F. HUNTYNODON. PENBROKB. 

T. I>ARCY. RYCHARD COTTON. 

JOHN QOTTE. WILLIAM PBTRBS. 

.... WAAD.^ 

To our very good Tyorde the Earle of Sussex, 
and our ing frende Sir Richard Sowthe- 
well, Knight. 

* A Memorandum says, " Thies Lcttres w ere delyveryd unto us the above named 
Erie of Sussex aad Sir Richard Southwell the x. of Maye the yere within wrightcn." 
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LETTER CCCLXX. 

The Lords of the Council to the Earl of Stissex, a 
Mecond Letter relating to the stolen Mawks from 
Winfarihing, I%e thienei siUl ahstinaie^ Easamm- 
ation of them by torture proposed* 

[inB. n. MO. OHgr.] 

%* Tbat Hi* toitnn of tte Biuifcy however fllegal, was KMKted 
to Intiie reign of EliBabctfi on ptfttenlT occarioBii, ie eyidenced by 
ontriei upon the Booki of her Pmy CkninciL One instance occurs, 
fHien the Conncfl were at OtelaadSy aotli June, 1570. One Thomas 
Aodieweoy suspected of a miuder In Somersetshire, in custody at 
the Marshalsca, wonM confess nothing. A Lettre** was ordered 
''to the Lientenant of the Tower to canse the said Andrewes wiien 
he shalbe brooght onto him to be sett to the Racke and offered the 
torture tiierofyand then be retomed bacfce again totheMardudsey." 

After our hartie commendacions to your Lord- 
ship, we have received your letters of the last of 
Mayi whereby we perceyve your diligence and tra- 
vayle used in the straight examination of Man and 
Gardener that stole the Hawkes out of Winfarthing, 
for which we gyve unto your Lordship right hartie 
thanks. And for as muche as it appereth unto us 
that the said lewd persones doo most obstinatly re* 
fuse to confesse the trouthe of theyr doings in this 
behalf^ we have thought good to pray your Lordship 
to cause the sayd Man and Gardener to he sent 
hither unto us under oure custody, to th'end we may 
gyve such ordre for the ezaminadon by tortours or 
otherwyse of the sayd persones, yf diey refuse to 
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confesBe the trouthe and particulareties of theyr 

lewde doings, as may be an example to other lyke 

froward and obstinate persones hereafter. And so 
we byd yo' Lordship hartely well to £Bu:e. From 

Gienewichy the iij« of June, 1553. 

Yo*^ L. loving firiends^ 

T. CANT. WINCHESTER. 

H. SUFFOLK. J. BEDFORD. 

T, DARGY. F. SHREWSBURY. 

RTCHARD COTTON. PENBROKE. 

WILLM. FETRES. JOAN CHEEK.* 

To our very good I^rde, 
th'Erle of Sussex. 

LETTER CCCLXXI. 

The Council to Sir FhUip Hcbye^ resident wOh the 

Emperor; anmmneing ike death of King Edw. FL, 

Sth July, 155S, 

[m. conoN. OAIAA. B. zii. S48. d. Orig,} 

After our yeiy hartye commendaciones, wee 
must needs be sorye to write that which comethe 
bothe firom us and goethe to you, with such ex- 
treame sorowe of the lyke newes passed under these 
oui hands ; but suche is the Allmighty wille of God 
in all his creatures, that his order in tyme maye not 
be bj us resisted. In one word wee muste telle you 
a great heape of infelycetye. Gt>d hathe called out of 

• Endorsed, " Thiete Lettres were delffsad to HM Ihs nld Bite of 
v^. of JniM ths JWN vrithiii wiiifatai.*' 
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this world our Soveiaigne Lord, the sixth oi this 
month, towards nighte, whos maiiare of deathe was 

suche towards God as assure the us that his soule is 
in place of etemaU Joye. The desease wlierof he 
dyed was of the putrefaction of the lunges, beinge 
utterly uncurable. Of this eviU, for the importance 
wee adverties you, knowing it to have moste com- 
forte to have byne therof ignorante. And the same 
ye may take tyme to declare to the Emperore as 
from us, which knowe assuredly that liis Majestie 
will sorowe and condole with us for the departure 
and losse of a Prince of that ezcelleneye, and so 
deare a brother and frend. Not doubtinge but his 
Majestie will have in remembrance the auntiente 
amitye that bathe byne alwayes betwixte their aun- 
cestoreSy for consideracion whearoff ye shall assure 
him that ther shall not bee any thinge lackinge one 
our parte, but alwayes redyenes to observe and main- 
tayne the same : and so we wisshe to us all the com- 
fort of Gods Spirite in all adverse^es* 



LETTER CCCLXXII. 

The Council to the Commissioners in Flanders, lUh 

July, 1553. 
[ibid* zii. 950.] 

« 

Aft£& our har^ commendacions ye shall perceave 
by the bearere^ M*". Shelleye, and by suche letteres 
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as je shalle receave from the Uueenes Highnes our 
Sovendgne Lady Oueene Jane, with coppy of suche 
Letteres as hir Grace sendethe to the Emperoure, 
what is the cause of this message nowe sente to you, 
and what it is that is nowe to be done by you 
tiieare: £rst, the signeficacion of our Soveraigne 
Lords desthe; neacte, the possession of, the Queenes 
ffighnes in the Crowne of this Kealme ; thirdly^ the 
placytige of you^ S\ Phillipe Hobbyei Knighte, as 
Ambassadore theaxe resydente ; fourthely and laste, 
the offer for your remaining there to proceed in the 
Treaty of the Peace, yf it shall so lyke the Em- 
perore. Furthermore, ye shall understand that al- 
thoughe the Lady Maiye hath . byne written unto 
from us to remayne qniete, yet nevere the lesse wde 
see hir not so waye the mattere, that yf she myghte 
she wold disturbe the state of this Reahne, hayinge 
thearunto as yet no manere apparauce of helpe or 
comforte, but onelye the concuirance of a fewe 
lewde, base people; all other the nobylletye and 
gentlemen remaininge in their dutyes to our Sove- 
raigne Ladye Queene Jane* And yet never the iese 
because the condissyones of the basser soarte of 
people is understood to be unruly yf they be not 
governed and kepte in ordere, thearfor for the meet- 
yng with all events, the Duke of Northumberlands 
Gracci accompanyed with the Lord Marques of 
Northampton, proceedethe with a couveniente powere 
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in to the partyes of Norfolk to keepe tlios cuntreyes 
in staye and obedyence; and because the Emperores 
Ambassadores heaxe remainenge ahaH in this matteie 
of the poUecie not intermedle, as it is verye lickly 
they will and doe dispose them selves^ the Lord 
Cobham and Sir John Masone repairethe to the 
same Ambassadors to give them notice of the 
Ladye Maryes proceedings againste the state of this 
Realme; and to pute them in remembrance of the 
nature of theire office^ which is notte to medle in 

• 

theis causes of pollecie, nether directly nor indi* 
xectly ; and so to charge them to use them selves as 
ihey geve noe occasione of vnkyndnes to be mynes- 
tred unto them, whearof wee wold be moste sorrye 
for the amytie which one our parte wee meane to 
concerve and maintaine. And for that percace the 
Ambassadores, and what the verye mcsage is, usinge 
it in suche soarte as thearby as the amytie maye 
best be preserved. 



LETTER CCCLXXIII. 

Francis Yaxley to Sir William Cecily with Newu 

from the Court, 

[lansd. MS. 3. art. 44. Ort^.] 

Mt duetie unto yow and my good Lady remem- 
bredj yow shall please to be advertised that imme- 
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diately vppon my arryval at Callais, I delivered your 
lettres with most harty lecommendacions to my L* 
Wentworth and Sir Thomas Gomewaleys, who no 
lesse frendly then thankfully received the same^ as by 
their answers herein indosid yow may perceiye* I 
talked also with M^ Auchar for your monney, and 
he said that his servaunt had ben to seke yow for the 
payment thereof, and could never fynd yow, so as 
nowe (as he shewed me) he hath wretin to his ser- 
vaimt for the payment of the said monney, which 
lettre I have, and mynde to reteigne untill your 
coming hether. 

At my retoume from Callays with lettres to the 
Queues Highnes in post, I was so tormented and 
tossed by tempest of wether and contrary winde in 
the unmercelesse seas, as after xiij*** howres sailing, 
I was enfoised to take to Callays haven and remaine 
there viij. dayes for passage. 

As for newes, yow shall understand that the Kings 
and Quenes Majesties be in helth, and meiy, whom 
I did see daunce togethers uppon Sunday at night, at 
the Court, where was a brave maskeiy of cloth of 
gold and sylver, apparailed in maryners garments, 
the cheif doer whereof I thinke was my Lord Ad- 
mirall. 

Uppon Thursday next, there shalbe in Smithfeld 
Giuoco di Cannef where the King and Queue 
wolbe. 

VOL. in. p 
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Here is oomme hether Dofi Ferrwido GoMoga, 
Merquet de Bergos, Comtte de Home, Mouib' Dar- 

las, th*£mperors secretary, who were at Callays at mj 
being tiieie. 

The Parliament is summoned to begynne the xij*^ 
of the next; and for the better eleccion of the 
Knights and Boigesses, her Maiestie hath addreaied 
forth her lettres to the Sheriefes of the Sheres, as by 
the copie thereof herein inclosed yow shall perceive. 

The Artiflens Spaniards wer commaunded yester- 
day to shett upp their shoppes, I thiucke because, 
by th'order and lawes of the City, they may nat open- 
the same being nat iie-denisens. 

It was told me this day that the Ambassador of 
Savoy WBB yesterday to see my Lady Eliaabethes 
house at Strand, and that there was order given for 
the putting of the same in areadines for the Dulse^ 
hisM'. 

Other occurrences here be none worthy the writing, 
but that all things be in good quiistnes, thanks be to 
God. And I see no feaie of the contrary, albe it 
there be diuers lewde and evill disposed personnes 
who do not lett to sprede abrode false and sedidouse 
rumores and tales. 

Thus wisshing unto yow and my good Lady con- 
tynewance of helthe, with the contentadon of your 

• The Duke of Savoy, called Mnee of Piedmont, arrived in England on Dec. 
971k, See OiaAon, edit. 1509, p. is«7. 
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viiii^[oclly harts desiiw, I make an ende. From the 
Courte, the xij*'' of October, 1554. 

Youres to do yow service^ as I am most boundeiiy 
dueling lief, 

FRAUliCIS YAXLEE. 

To the right wonhipfull William CiciU, 
Kiught. 



LETTER CCCLXXIV. 

Queen Mary L to her Commimonere at CaiaiSf to pro- 
cure the French King's interest with such Members 
of the Concla/ve a» were at hie devotion to assist in 
ekms^ng Cardinal Pole to the Popedom* 

[MB. OORON. TIT. B. U. 11S« OHf,"} 

By the duene* 

XARYB THE ODBNB. 

Right reverende father in God, right trusty and 
li^^t welbelovedy and right trusty and right weibe- 
loved consin and oounaellor, and nght trusty and well* 
beloved counsellor, we grete you well. And where 
we doo consider that Christes Cathdik Churche and 
llie hole state of Christendome having byn of late so 
sundrie wayes yexed» it shold greatly help to furder 
gumme quiet staye and xedresse of that is a myssTif at 
this tyme of the Popes Holines election, sume suche 
godly, learned, and well disposed personne may be 

P 9 
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chosen to that placey as shalbe gyven to see good 
ordre mayntained, and all abases in the Churehe 

reiormed ; and knowne besydes to the worlde to be of 
godly \j£e and disposition : and lemembering on the 
other sjde the.greate inconvenience that were lyke 
to arryse to the state of the Churehe if worldly 
respects being onely wayed in this choyse, any suche 
shold be preferred to that roome as wanting those 
godly qualities before remembred, mig^t g3rTe any 
occasion of the decay of the Catholik faith : we can- 
not for the discharge of our dutie to God and the 
Worlde, but bothe earnestly wysshe and carefully 
travayle that suche a one may be chosen^ and that 
withowt long deky or contention, as for all re- 
spects may be most fyttest to occupie that place to 
the furtherance of Gods glorie and quietnes of Chris* 
tendom. And knowing no personne in our mynde 
more fyt for that purpose then our deerest cousin 
the Lord Cardinal Poole, whome the greatest parte of 
Christendome hath heretofore for his long expe- 
rience, integritie of lief, and great learning, thought 
mete for t^at place ; we have thought good to pray 
you, that taking sume good occasion for that pur- 
pose, you doo, in our name, speake with the Cardi- 
nal! of Lorrayne, and the Conestable, and the rest of 
the Commissioners of our good brother the Frenche 
King, praying them to recomende unto our sayd 
good brother, in our name, our sayd derest cousin to 
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be 4 named by hjm to such Caxdinalis as be at his 
devdoony so as the rather by his good furtheraunce 
and meanes this our mocion may take plase. Where- 
iinto if it shall please hym to gyre his assent, lyke as 
vppon knowledge thereof, we shall for our parte allso 
labour to sett forwards the matter the best we may, 
so doubt we not but if this our good purpose take 
effect, both he and we, and the rest of all Christen- 
dom, shall have good cause to gyve God thanks, and 
rejose thereat Assuring hym that if we had in our 
conscience thought any other personne more fyt for 
that place then our sayd deerest cousin, we wold not 
for any privat affection have preferred his advaimce- 
ment before Gods glorie an4 the benefite of Chris- 
tendom : the furtheraunce whereof is, we take God 
to recorde, the onely thing we seeke herein, which 
moveth vs to be the more earnest in this matter, the 
overture whereof we have taken in hand (as ye may 
assure them of our honno') without our sayd deerest 
cousins ether, knowledge or consent. And by cause 
we nede not to remembre the wysdome, synceritie of 
lyfe, and other godly partes, wherewith Almighty 
God hath endowed our sayd derest cousin, the same 
being well enough known to our sayd good brother 
and his sayd Commissioners, and the rest of the 
Worlde, we doo referre the manner of the opening and 
handeling of the rest of the matter vnto your owne 
wysdomes, praying you we may understand from you. 



I 
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as sone as ye xoaj, what aunswer ye ahall have 
Teceyred herein at the aayd Commisrioneia hands. 

Yeoven, vnder our Signet, at our Honnor of Hamp- 
ton Courte» the zzx* of May, the fyrste and seconde 



To the right reverend father in Grod our right 
trusty and right welbdoved counselor the 
Bisshop of Winchester, our High Chaun- 
cellor of England ; to our right tniity and 
right welbeloved ooosiii and eomiMllor tlie 
Eaile of Amoddly Loide SteiwaMl of omr 
Howieholde; and oor right tniBty and wel- 
beloved oounsellor the Lorde Paget; our 
CowiiiisBiooeri pretenfly at CallejB. 



Mary of Quite to Queen Mary of England, request 
ing a Safe-conduct and Fauport for George Lord 
Seytonn. . 



*«* Itwaa on or about the 7th of Avgiuit, lS48»that MaiyQaecn 
of Soots set Mil for Ftaoe. She aiiiTed in Bmt harbour Aagnat 
18th. 

In Aiiiil IM^ in the Parliament of Edinburgh, a ConunissiMi 
from her was produced and read, which a^Kiinted her mother^ 
Mary of Guise, to be regent (Mf her realm : whereupon the Queen 
dowager accepted the homage and congratulations of the assembled 
nobility. It was in this character that she wrote the present Letter. 
Mary of Guise was deposed by Lord Huthven and the nobles and 
others of his faction, Oct. 22, 1659. 

Mary Queen of Scots airiTed in her dominions August 19th| 1661. 
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RiCHT excellent, richt high and mychtie Princes, 
oure ^teirest sustir and allya, We commend ws to yow 
in oure maist hartlie maner, praying yow to grant, at 
yis oure requisitioun, youre salfconduit and sure pas- 
port in dew forme to George liorde Seytonn, and 
with him twelf servandis in company, saidflie to cum 
within youre realme of Inglannd to ony toun, port» 
haTin, burne, creak, or parte yairof, one hors or one 
fute, be sey, launde, or fresche watter, and to remane 
thaixin, pas and x^aa throw ye samyn, to and 6a ye 
partis of Fraimce, als oft as he sail think expedient, • 
with yair horsses^ as weiU staint as geldingis, bul-> 
gettis, cofferris, caskettia, fardellis, gold, silver, con- 
nyett and imcunnyett, and lettars, clos and patent, 
without ony aerche, aneiBt, stop, trowble, or im- 
pediment to be maid or done to yame or ony of 
yame, at ony toun, port, passaigOj or parte of 
youre realme and dominions, for ye space of ane 
yeir, nixt to cum eftir ye day of ye dait of ye samyn, 
irrcTOcablie to indure; and gif it happynis ye said 
Lord, or ony of his company foirsaid to trespas 
within youre reahne, the personn trespassond being 
puneist yairfoir in his awin bodie and guidis, houre 
saulfconduct neviryeles to be observitt in effect to ye 
remanent behavand yame selfis honestlie, and com^ 
mittis na trespas. Richt excellent, richt hie, and 
mychtie Princes, oure derrest suster and allya, we 
pray God haif yow in his keping. Gevin undir oure 
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biguett, and subscrivit with oure hand, at Edinburt, 
ye aevint day of Juljy the yeir of God, one thousand 
fyve hundret fyftie and foure jeris. 

Your gud suiter and allya, 

MARIE R. 

To the richt excellent, richt heigh and 
myghty Princes, oure derest saster 
and allya the Qnene of England. 
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\* The reader who has studied the Life and Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, cannot but have been occasionally struck by the nume- 
rous traits of personal character imitative of her father. Among 
them, in the early part of her reigo, waft the desire occasionaUy to 
examine Heretics herself. 

Cromwell, in a Letter to Sir Thomas Wyat, preserved in the 
Harleian MS. 282, dated Tendon, 28th Nov. 15S8, says, "The lOth 
day of this presout, the King's Miyesty, for the reverence of the 
Holy Sacrament of th'Altar, did sit openly in his Hall, and there 
presided at tixe disputation, process, and judgement of a miserable 
heretick sacramentary, who was brent the 20th of the same Month. 
It was a wonder to tee how His Highness exercised tiiere the very 
Office of a Supreme H€ftd «f Us Church of England ; how benignly 
htoChftoeaiMidtoooiiTerttlieiiiifenliteiiiu howstnogaiidiiMi- 
ailiBBt nuoDB His Higlmeis aUedged against him, I wished the 
Princei and Potentates of Ghrislendom to have a mete place far 
them thefe, to have seen it: undoubtedly they should liave moch 
manrelled at His Hi^iesty's most high wisdom and Jndgeoient» and 
reputed him none otherwise after the same tiian in manner the 
Mirror and light of all other Kings and Princes in Christendom. 
The same was openly done with great solemnity, wheteby I doubt 
not but some of your friends that have good leisure shaU by their 
Letters advertise yon of the whole discourse tliereof. • • • • 
At the time of the condemnatiou of the Sacramentary the King's 
Highness caused some Proclamations to be madOy the eopy whereof, 
in prin^ ye shall reoeiTo herewith." 

The Additional MS. in the Museum, 4783, fol. 101, preserves the 

narriitive of a Scene not unsimilar, when Queen Euzabeth pre- 
sided at the Council- Board : more humanely conducted, however, 
and followed by a result more favourable to the Heretic. 
"The Examinacion of Faitlifull Comin, the Doniiuican Fryer, who 
pretended to be a godly Preacher. Anno ld(i7. 
" Faithfull Comin, of the Order of St. Dominick, Anno l.')G7, to 
all people's imaginations supposed to be a strict Protestant and 
against the Cliurch of Kome, was brought before Her Grace Eliza- 
beth of Eniilaiid, France, and Ireland Quecue, anil her Ma^'"* most 
honnored Couucell, on Monday the tiftli of Aprill, being accused to 
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be a mwet of Sedition amoogBt Her Bfi^^esties fiuthfidl nibjects, by 
the teetinumy of John darkaoo, cfaaplaine to hie Gnboe Mathew 
Parker, Archbiaho^ of GaBterboryy aa alaoe by the teatinuHiyea of 
Nicholaa Draper and Mary Beane, aU being ewonie upon die holy 
Erangdiale that the said Faithfiill was an imposter, notwithetand- 
ing he preached against Pope Pius Quintus then Pope of Some. 

The ArchMik§r>*» Quettim. FaitUtiU Gonin, what pvoleMion 
art thou of? 

<'^n9fr<^. Of Christ's Order. 

" Q. What order is that? 

*^ A. A preacher of the Holy Gospell. 
Q. What Gospell is that you caU the Holy Gospell? 
The Gospell of Jesus Christ. 

** Q. Under whose power doe you owne to hold that Holy Gos* 
pell? 

" A. Under Christ and his Sayntes. 

** Q, Doe you acknowledge any other power save Christ's to be 
uppon earth ? 

Yes, Idoe. 
<* Q. What power is that? 
" A. The Holy Catholique Church. 
Q. Doe you not acknowledge a Defender of the holy Catholique 
&ythe? 

** A, Grod is the ODely defender thereof. 

** The ArdUfishop to her Mqj^^, Your gratious Ma"* may perceav& 
that this man either hath beene instructed what to say, or otherwise 
lie UMt be by his answers a man of craft. 
*'Thb Queene. I suppose soe, my Laid. 
''Tkm FollVvB Cmmin Mr emmmied to viArfm, Her 
Grace eiidlfteiBMe CiidMillMMalliitiehal fedse, cndftew 
le fneeede further In thit wuttir, Cmued the mud Jtkm 
Ckrkum to ctm ia b^mt #Ae Board. 
^ The QuBBiTB. Wliat ie your name ? 
Je4. Clerktw, May it pleaae your Graee ay name is John 
deikion. 

''Thb Q. Were yon aovoalnted with FaiOAdl Gomhit 

« Je. CL I was. 

<*ThbQ. How long t 

^ Je. CI. Within this yeare and more. 
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'*TmQ. What ^Teyoa to nyaciDMtFaidiftiOOoniBy that 
it tuspcded to be aa lapoitert 

**J.C, Three tUogi. 

«TheQ. Whatbe theyf 
J. C. First, lett liim piove his Onliiietioii iiaee be feU from the 
Dominiott Order ; secondly, why he never cometh to the Prayers 
oC the now Established Church of England, but starteth up and 
preacheth to the people, not comeing into the CSrarch till the prayers 
be finished ; thirdly, let him prove that he ever receaved the Sacra- 
ment according to the CSmrch of i^ngiMiMi^ from any of our orthodox 
clergymen. 

** Her Grace and the Councell considerint^ of these three things^ 

sent out for the Moid Fait^fuU Cmiumn to cam ta. 
** The Archbishop. 
** Q, Were you ever ordayned ? 
"A. Yes, I was ordayned. 

Q. By whome ? 
"A. By tlie Cardinall. Meaning M. Poole. 
** Q. Had you noe other Certificate since under any of tfie Bi- 
ihopps hands since the Refimnatkaf 
'*A. Not any. 

" Q. Wberefine would yon dare to pnaGh^ haveing not gott a 
Lyceue or PermiMtoa under aooie of oar Biihoppe bandst How 
aludl we be eeitiiyed that yon are not of the BiMiiih Ghnrch Y 

**A. There are MYendl bare beard my Fkmyen ami nqrSennoiiSy 
and can testi^ thai I bare apoken agahwt Borne and her Pope ai 
much as any of die clergy hare done since they havefiiUen from her. 
Therfore I wonder why I ahonld be aoipeeted. 

**ArMiUhop. By yoor answer I peroeavey Ur. Cimuniny yon 
would have any one preadi, aoe tiiat be speakee but against the 
Pope In bis Sermons. 

"A. Not every one save be whose ionction it island he who bath 
the Spirit. 

** Q. What Spirit is this yon meane? 
A. The Spirit of Grace and Trathe. 

Q. But is this Spirit that is in you either the Spirit uf Grace 
or Truthe, that doth not comply with the orders of the Churchy lately 
purged or clensed from Sisme and Idolatry ? 

'*A. Therefore I endeavor to make it purer^ as iar as God per- 
mite mee* 
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" Q. How doe you endeavor to make the Church pure, when you 
neither commune with her in Sacrament or in Prayer ? 

"-i. Yes, I endeavor it when I pray to God that he would open 
the eyes of men to see their errors ; and several! have joyned with 
aae Ifcuwin whm I htm both given and taken the body of Cihriit to 
tfaooe of twider contcieiicet, who h>Te Mtembled with mee together 
in the tee of the LonL 

Q. By your woidt yoA hate then a Oongiegatioii who fblkms 

**A. Ihavvaoe. 

Of what pwiflhy and ia what Dkwwt 
**A* Ndtfier of anj oertajne ptriah, or in aajcoiayne Dyocet. 
^Q. WhopothoDylprayt 

Era u thewideworidyaMoogrtlhefloekof Chilit, acal- 
tarad over the whole eaith. 

Q. Your DhMos be Tenry laige, Mr. Cammin. 
** FMifiU Ctwmin being commanded to withdraw, the other two 
* witmmet were adled tato the general Coaacetf Chamber. 

** The Q0EEifc Mr. I>iaper9 what hafie yoa to aay to this Faith* 
iiill Commin ? 

^ DrapeTm He came to my house at the Maidenheade in Maides> 
towne with several! of liis ffollowers, where he bespolce a joynte of 
motton and two hens for a dinner, hearing that my profession was 
a cooke. I shewing him a roome for him and the company that 
came with him, perceaved severall to come and enquire for this Mr. 
(Jommin, but by chance goeing upp the stayres, I heard one groane 
and weepe, which caused mee to lift up the latch ; at the first 1 was 
startled, and stood in a maze, but enquiring of one of his followers 
what ayled the man (he replyed doe you not see that wee be all at 
prayers) the maide wondriug where I was came to seeke mee, and 
found mee amongst them, and can testifye the very same. 

^The Queene. Are yoa Mr. Draper's mayde? 

**A, Yes, may it please your Graoe. 

** Q, What is your nanef 

**A. My namo is Mary Deane. 

-Q. Did yoa see this FaithftanOommin^ that was here before u 
now, praying to tlie peoplof 

^A. I saw hint, and I thoogbt he was distracted when I heaid 
him piay ; bat the people aayd that he was a lieavealy man, and 
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It wai God's Spirit made him weepe for the iiBies of die 
Worlde. 

** The Qubbns. For how long ooBtiaaed Ikey at Prayers doe yoa 
ksufw, Mr. Draper? * 

**A, May it pleeie yoorGnoe abovt two iiowai» or aeaie HMt 
tjme* 

<<Q. What did they, after tbat they had played f 

^jI. Sone weat fiom. tlM iMasoy and about tm or IherealNNitB 

flayed to eate what they had bespoken, and payed mee to the vt-. 

moot penny. 

« TkiB Qdebmb* Can in this FaUhftdl Oonmdn. Mr. Gommin, if 
yoa will reodre onien, and beooaM of Hie Church of England yoa 
• may; otlierwise you must not be pendtted to pray or preach 
«aM»git my antyeets ; and though yon have, as appeaiet by several! 
other witnesses, preached against the Pope, yet have you usurped 
orer Ihe power both of State and Church in doeing contrary to the 
orders that Wee, our Councell, and Parliament have unanimously 
agreed on, by and with the whole eonsent of the clergy of mf 
realme. 

" j4. Give me time to consider and to prepare my selie, and I 
shall give your Grace a further answer in a short space. 

" Q. Is there any will be bound for your appearance ? otiierwise 
you must be kept close prisoner ; for wee have other P-Taminati^His 
to take, and questions to demaund. 

** F. Commin. I have three that will answer for my appearance. 
**Then came Richard Bland, brother to the mid Faithful by the 
mother's syde, and two otherSf which gatoe bonds for his appear- 
atice, 

^ApriUtfaelSth. 
^ Bir. Coaain appearing befora Hot Bfi^esty and Ckmneslly It WM 
putt of till the next day, by leaien of the Spanish Embassador^ 
appeannee before her Gtaee, wiio had that day andienee; bat It 
ftH oat that the said FaithfttU httveing appeared acoording to tiie 
bonds of those who were boond for the said Feifldhll's appearaniDey 
that this sayd Faiflifiill gare them all the slippy and never appeared 
aAerwaids ; soe tliat the partyes being summoned to appeare for to 
answer the penalties of the bond, made tliis answer to the wlwle 
CouDoelly that the said FaitUnll appeared, bet they were not boond 
for his second appearaade, by reason theynerer denannded themto 
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be bound, or gave them any further chaise of him. So these bonds- 
men came off and payd nothing. 

"This Faithfull Commin coming before his followers the same 
day, tould them that her Majestie and the Councell had quitted 
iiim, and that he was warned by God to goe beyond seas, there to 
inttnict the Protestants ; and that he would retnme to his flock en 
long wlih ietter fnooeM : sayeing anlo the people that spirltmdl 
Prayers was the ehiefe testuwHiy of a tme Protettaot, and that the 
sett Forme of Prayer of RnglaiHl was but Mass translated. Soe, 
after be had prayed an extemporary, he fUoed a crocodile like 
weepeing before all of his flock, and tooke leave of them, sayeng 
thst be had notafiathing to sopport him in his jovmey ; yet, it 
heeiBgCkd's cause bee vntenM to undertake out «f charity, be 
was eartaine that the Alnighty would raise hhn vpp friends wfaer- 
erer he travailed. Uppon ti&ia speech ef hb, the poora mnple 
people fell most of them a weepeing, especially the women, who 
Bwveiag theire hnsbandi to contribute to this Impostery wha was 
aoMMigst them esteemed as a Demy-God ; soe that it appeared up- 
pon further inquiry, after he had escaped out of Kngtand, that at 
that present the poore people collected for him to the snmme of 1301. 
over and abo>ve what the silly women gave bin unknowne to theire 
hnshandst 

<'Aprill the 13th. 
" The next day the Councell wayteing on Her Grace at the Board, 
and severall numbers attending to heare this Imposter examined, 
stayed a long time. Her Grace and the Councell wondering at this 
delay, sent unto his brotlier Richard Bland and the other two who 
were bayle for this Imposter*s appearance, they comeing before her 
Grace and the rest of tlie Councell, made this answer, Wee have 
performed as much as wee under-tooke to performe ; but had wee 
receaved any further directions from your Grace aud this honour- 
able Board, for to have brought him this day, and not to us, soe that 
wee supposed ourselves to bee released of what wee bad under- 
taken, haveing presented him before your Gbaoe and this bonnorable 
Board. 

It . being a publique beareing, and the aaditom that were pre* 
sent in eipeetation to have heard Ckunmin ipeake, and not those 
that were bound for him, caused the Conncell's ire to rage more 
than ordinary ; hereupon tiie Councell caused searches immedialdy 
to be made over all London and Kent, especially^ wherever they 
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raspectod him to be^ bat eodd not finde him ; for he ww iled that 
?arry evening. Yet by tliis inquiry they fbond oat wvcraU of tlie 
ereatoies wliome he Iiid ddnded, and liie trae relatioa of ivhat 
•ommes of moneys the pooie people Imd gathered and beitowed oo 
him. Hoit of thoee who were sappoaed to Imve beene of this Im- 
poetores flock were examined before her Grace's Privey Goonoell, 
who Myd that to theire opinione and thooghte they had never be- 
iield loe aeakma and aoe lieavenly a man ai lie seemed to be. 

September the 14th. 

By a vesseil arrireing at Portsmouth, called the Swan of Lon- 
doily John Baker being the master of the same, among other Dis- 
OonrseSy dedaxed how he had scene Faithful! Commin in the Low 
Goontryes, and Bome of the Ck)uncill heareing of this man's arrivall, 
acquainted the Queene with what they had heard concerning this 
villaine; uppon which information her Grace and the rest of the 
Privey Councell sent a Pursuivant for the said John liaker, who 
comein^; to the man on the 20th of this said instant, and found him 
a bed, the man was started, and demanded of the Pursuivant what 
was his crime. The Pursuivant made answer he knew not for what 
it was he was sent for, only it was her Grace's will and the Coun- 
cell's to speake with him ; yet the poore man, whether through 
feare or to courage spiritts, called for a cupp of sack, and drank 
her Grace's health to the Pursevant, sayeing (heare's a health to my 
Koyall Queene) if she intends to try my lidelity and imploy mee in 
her Nayy, I will venture aJl the blood in my body to defend her 
Grace's rigbtes. But when he appeared before the Board, they 
demannded of him if he had seene FaiihAiIl Gommine, he made 
answer he had seene him in the Low Ooantryes, and inquireing 
ftirther, he related this Relation as follows. 

^ ' Gomeing with other veisells to land some goods at Amsterdam, 
Marthi von Davall, a merchant of that Citty, heareing me talke of 
this man, toold mee that this Commin had beene latdy at Some, 
and that Pope Pins the Fifth had eansed him to be cbipt np in 
prison, and that Commin had wrought to his Holyness the next 
day, saying that he had something to say anto his Holyness, nppon 
which the Pope sent fiv him, and as soone as he had seene Mr. 
Commin he spoke to him, saying, Sir, I havia heard how you have 
sett mee and my predecessors foortii amongst your hereticks of 
England, by rayleing against my penmn and my church ; and that 
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Gominin made answer, I confess my lipps have opened that which 
my hearte thought otherwayesi but your Holyness little tbiokes 
that I have done you a kindneMy notwithstanding I have spoken 
ioe much against your Holyness ; and that the Pope should return 
Commiu tliis answer, How in the name of Jesus, Mary, and of all 
his Saints hast thou <loue soe ? And that Commin should make this 
answer, sayeing, I preached against sett Formes of Prayer, and I 
called the English Prayers English Masse, and have perswaded 
severall to pray spiritually, and extempore, which hath taken soe 
much with the people, that the Church of England is become as 
odious to that sorte whome I instructed as Mass is to them, which 
will never be but a stumbling block in that Church whilst it is a 
Church. And that uppon this Resolution the Pope cherished him, 
and gave him 2000 ducketts for his labor/ 

Her Grace and the whole Ck>ancell thankeing Mr. John Baker 
Ibr lUf niationy bad him withdraw, and uppon this InfonnatioD 
wrote over to lier correapondents beyond seat, if poesibly he might 
be aent over hither into En^and ; but it being taU^ all over £ng* 
land how that the Pope had rewarded this Impofter, boom knowing 
where he wasi lie gave him notice, and thereby he eaeqped oat of 
the territory into the Bomiah hookUnga. 

*'The Cooncell oonralting with her Grace to prevent not onely 
Popery, but all other Sectaryes, caused an Act to be framed and 
to be enacted that the aevenll Miniateci of leverall pariahea 
ahoold take llie namea of all Hie Ihmilyei livehig within the se- 
veral! pariabeSy both male and female, from ten yeares of age: 
and tiiat every parish should have a oertaine Gerke for that pur- 
pose, and that every house within the said parishes should have a 
particuler seate for them and their family es ; each man or woman 
missing prayers every Sunday to forfeit a shilling, excepting those 
who had Certificates under a Protestant physitian's handes to be 
sicke, the clerke to have one third parte, the poore the second third 
part, and the third towardes the Church for broomes, sweet straw- 
ing herbes, flowers, and rushes, &c. 

"This Act at first was irksome to many: but at long running, 
rather than a master would pay for his family or for his servant, 
they began to com to prayers and sermons : then the Clerkes, spye- 
ing but little to be gott when the people begun to com to Church, 
neglected theire oliice, and several! agreeing with the Ministers of 
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Mflk pvriih to sif« tiiMB a yearly stypend, the Aet oaaied, and 
Ptipary tfid Seetarycf inentaed. 

'^Tliia kaing « Coppy af the Lord Oiiaell'a MaHmrandnma of 
FaithfaUOoBBBiiB; many otbar memoraiidains in the lama Booke 
woHhthapriBtiBf : ^rhkh Bookc waa amoivit Aichbiahap Uahar^ 
Mamuaripli bafm hia death." 
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LETTER CCCLXXVI. 

Queen EUzaheih to the Keeper of the Palace of West* 
minster and to Sir Ralph Sadler, enclosing a War^ 
rmt forpkusing moneg in hie hande to he employed 

on Secret Service upon the frontiers toward Scotland. 

[aOOIT. M8. BEIT. MUt. 5751.] 

\* Sir Walter Scott, in the Memoir which he prefixed to Clif- 
ford's edition of Sir Ralph Sadler's State Papers, jiaving noticed 
the ihare which he took in the battle of Pinkie, and his creation 
as a knight-banneret, says he had discovered no further trace of 
Sadler being employed in public afiairs during the rest of Edward's 
leign. He retained his place in the Council ; but his prudence 
probably prevented him from attaching himself zealously to any of 
the factions whose strife and hatred to each other disturbed the 
qniet of their youthful Sovereign. 

In the reign of Philip and Mary he appears to have retired to his 
estate at Hackney : but again came foith upon the accession of 
Elizabeth. So soon as this event took place, he was called to the 
Privy Council of his new Sovereign, and until the day of his death, 
retained a large portion of her regard and esteem. One Letter of 
his to Lord Burghley relating the manner in which the Queen of 
Scots received the news of the Duke of Norfolk's condenmation, 
has been ahready printed in the Second Series of these Volumes. 

The fiivt diploBnticK-«iioe in whiA Sir Ralph Sadler was en- 
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>fape<l, ihiring this reinn, is disclosed in the present letter. It was 
rejRilved by the English Council to support the Protestant nobility of 
Scotland in their stru^nle with the (jueen Hegent ; but with such 
secrecy, as neither to bring upon the Lords of the Congregation the 
o<liun) of being the friends and pensioners of England, nor to engage 
Elizalx'th in an open war with her sister and rival. 

To manage tlie intrigues necessiiry for the successful execution of 
this plan, it was necessary that an accredited agent should be sent 
to the frontier. With this virw, a commission was granted to the 
Earl of Northumberland, Sir Halph Sadler, and Sir James Crofts, to 
settle certain disputes concerning Border matters with Commission- 
ers to be named by the Queen Regent of Scotland, and to direct the 
repairs proposed to be made on the fortifications of Berwick and 
other Border fortresses. But the ol:|iect was only to fomiili osten- 
sible reasons for Sadler to make * kng itaj In Hm town of Berwick, 
whence he ooold most eesilj ooiraspond with the Lords of the pQn> 
gregation«* 

A second Letter, authorising the eipenditore of anodier SOOOI, 
accredited in the same way, was despatched to Sadler en the 5|h of 
October, and a third with money to the same amonnt'in Nofember of 
the same year. The originals are preserved in the same volnme with 
the present Letter. 



By the Queue. 

ELIZABETH R. 

Trusty and welbeloved, we grete you weU. And 
will and comande you of such our treasure as re- 

ma}Tieth in your handes to deliver or cause to be 
delivered vnto our trusly and welbeloyed Baff 
Sadler, Knight, the some of thre thousand poundes, 
to be by him employed according to suche instruc- 
laons as we shall give hym. And thies our Lettres, 
with th'acquittance of the said S*" Raff, witnesseng 
the recepte of the said money, shall be your sufficient 

* See Clifford's edit, of Sadler** State Papen, i. ui.— zziv. 
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wairaunt in this behalf. Yeven vuder our signet at 

our Manor of Eltham, the iij*'' of August, the first 
jere of our reign. 

To our trusty and welbeloued servaunt, 
George Bredymaii esquier, Keper of 
our Pallace of Westm*. * 

L. S. 

Thenfollowsy 

"Trustie and welbeloued, we grete you well. 
Like as we haue, vppon greate trust conceyved in 
yow, conferrid for speciall seruyce to be don by yow 
vppon our frontiers toward Scotland, so do we aucto- 
rize yow to conferret treate, or practise with any 
maner of persone of Scotland, either in furtherance 
of our seruyce and of any other thinge that maye 
tonde to make a perpetuall concorde betwixte the 
nation of Scotland and ours. We do also auctorize 
yow to rewarde any maner of persone of Scotlande, 
with such sommez of money as ye shall think meete, 
to be taken of the some of thre thowsande pounds * 
which we have ordered shulde be delyuerid vnto yow 
in golde ; wherein such discrestion and secrecye is to 
be Ysed, as no parte of your doings maie empaire the 
treatise of peax lately concluded betwixte. vs and 
Scotland. And for enlargement of our further mean- 
yng in this, we referre you to considre a Memonall 
of certeyn Articles to be delyuered to yow by our 
Secretory, wherunto you shall not nede to haue fur- 
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tker respecte then the opornmjte of the tyme will 

requjTc. Geven vnder our Signet, the vij*^ of August, 
at Nonsuchi 1559, the first yeze of our reigne." 

This is the true copye of the Queues 
^ Hig^es Lettres remaymng with 

S' Rafie Sadleir. 

WINCHESTER, 
WA. MILDMAY. 



LETTER CCCLXXVn. 

« 

Lord Robert Dudley to John Scudamore, £sq, re- 

yarding the Wardship of the laUer^s Nephew. 

[aOOIMMOmB PAPBBS, MS. ADDffi. BBIT. MUS. 11049. foL 2. OrigJ} 

Aftbr my right hartie commeDdations. Whereas 
at the request of my Lady Croft, I obteynyd the 
wardship of your nephewe for hir hushand, trustiiig 
tfaerby to procure a marriage for my kinswoman 
S^ James Crofts doghter, and perceyving by hiin 
' that the mariage as yet dothe not take place, not- 
^thstanding that die yonge folks do yerie well like, 
and that the staye therof is for that you demaunde of 
him great somes of money whiche he is not ahle to 
paye ; fynding him nevertheles willing to satisfie you 
to the uttermost of his power* Forasmoche as my 
travel hathe bene herein to matohe my kinswoman 
with your howse, and in soche a place as I trust shall 
not be against your wonhip, I ediaU hartely pray you 
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to deale with the said James Ciof t in soche ftendly 
sorte, as not onely I may have cawse to gyve you 
thaukes^ but also to ahewe you from tyme to tyme 
the pleamze and frendship thay maye lye in me. 
And thus fare you most hartely well. From the 
Court at S^. James^ the first of Decemhre 1561. 

Yo' lo^ge frende, 

R. I>UI>D£L£Y. 

To my vearie loving frend John Skydmour, 
Esquier, at Home, yeive this. 



LETTER CCCLXXVIII. 

The Portuguese Ambassador to Lady Cecil, offering 
to put the Affairs of hu King into Sir WiUum 
CeeiTs handtf and pronming a pennon of two thou^ 

sand pieces of gold. 

[MS. oomit. mao. b. i. 98 ^. Orig^ 

Cum negotia serenissimi Regis Portugallias Do- 
mini mei quae habet in hoc Regno indigeant patrono 
aliquo atque Protectore, me infra paucos dies disces- 
suro, ea nemini yisum est mihi commodius commen- ■ 
dari posse quam mag^** domino Secretario viro tuo, 
eujus opera atque patrodnio confido fore ut nedum 
ea quas nunc mihi simt tractanda felicem habeant exi- 
turn, sed ut etiam quae posthac inciderint favorabi* 
liter terminentur prout eorum sequitas atque justitia 
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postulabit. Id ego ei breviter insinuavi, tibi latius 
ezplicatuTt quod faciam quam primum tecum mihi 
coUoquendi facultas dabitur: interim tamen differre 
nolui tibi significare quod poatea sum ipse dicturus, 
deerevisse scilieet Regem Doninum meum viro tuo 
hac de causa bis mille aureorum pensionem annuam 
concedere, quae amgulia annia hoc tempore exolvetuTy 
cujus pensionis primain solutionem ego tibi solvi 
curabo antequam discedam, ut inde dotem parea fills 
tuse puellse suaTissunse ; cujus collocandae cur&r cum 
ad te seque atque ad ilium pertiueat malui tibi quam 
illi munua hoc offem, qu» minus es oocupata. Jam 
vero peto a te, inea Domina, agas id ut boui ipse con- 
sidat^ Regis enim liberalitati injuriam faceret nisi 
libenter aociperet quod illi Majestas sua libentissime 
largitur. Yale. £z £udib. die Sabbati, 23 Maij* 
156^. 

Vre bon & a£Eectioniie amy, 

l'aMBASSADEUR de PORTUGAL. 

The amb(U8ttdor"s Seal stand$ behw 
the signature. 



LETTER CCCLXXIX. 

Conaeh (XDonneU to the Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
complaining of John O^Neill and Hugh 0' Donnelly 

[Mi.0OnON. TBIPAS. F. xu. 76 Ong,"] 

%• The reader will now have a few short Letters laid before 
him, Latin and English, between some of Queen Elizabeth's Irish 
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subjects and her Lord Deputy. They are samples of a much greater 
number, all exhibitin^: the same traits of iocivility and savageness of 
manners. One Letter only is in Irish, 

Some portion of tliose in Latin were probably composed for the 
writers by their priests ; but, that Latin at that time was eullivated 
in Ireland even among the wildest chiefs of the Septs is undoubted. 
Fynes Moryson,* noting the visit of a Bohemian Barou, who went 
from Scotland to the northern parts of Ireland, states his reception 
there at tiie hoase of a great lord named Oeane* He fonnd the fe- 
males of the fiunfly to a considerable number assembled at the door^ 
young and old, witii no dress but a loose mantle; and even that was 
dispensed with when they entered the interior of the house. Soon 
after," he says, Ocane, the lord of the country, came in, all naked 
except a loose mantle and shoes, which he put off as soon as he 
came in, and, entertammg ike jBtowi t^fUr hi$ hui nuBmar m the 
Latin imgue, desired him to put off his apparel, which he thought 
to be a burthen to hfan, and to sit naked by the fire with this naked 
company/' An invitation which the Baron declined. 

Henry the Eightii, it appears, had a curiosity to see a wild Irish- 
man. Among t|^e Priyy-purse expenses of bis 32d year, A.D. 1540, 
we read, *' Item, to Henry Bradshaw, which brought two wUde 
Irishemen, xx'. : and Co the said Iryshemoi, in way of the King's 
rewarde, also xx'.'"' 

Ireland from the earliest period has been the statesman's puzzle. 
The words which Lord Bacon addressed to James the First con- 
tinue applicable to its condition : " Your Majesty accepted my poor 
field fruits touching the Union ; but let me assure you that England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, well united, will be a trefoil worthy to be 
worn in your crown. Slie is blessed with all the dowries of nature, 
and with a race of generous and noble people ; but the hand of man 
does not unite with the hand of nature. The Harp of Ireland is not 
strung to concord. It is not attuned with the harp of David in cast- 
ing out the evil spirit of superstition, or the harp of Orpheus in 
casting out desolation and barbarism."^ 

Per Chonaciam Odonnayll Domino deputato 

S. P. cum liumili subjectione. " 

• Disc, at the end of his Itinemj, I^. 180, 181. 
MS, Arundel. Brit. Mus. 97. 

• BMQa*t Wotks bj KoBliVa, Tpl. x*L Ft iL p. coediiz. 

VOL. III. Q 
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Idtens vestnui nunc nonanme deputas aocepimuSy 
ex quibus clare intelligimus nos ob servitium nos- 
trum in stipendio regio annuali fore acceptosy propter 
quod maximaH grates Testrse magnificentue xeferi- 
mus. Conquerimur equidem vestrae dominationi de 
inefiabilibus damnis nunc nobis commisris quando 
in yestro colloquio eramus, per ne£uidum yimm 
Johannem OneiU et Hugonem Odonaill, qui nobis 
S» milia Tacarum et capallonun* auferebant ac pa- 
triam nostram incendio tradiderunt, in vituperiiim 
ac contemptum vestrum et nostrum irremediabile 
detrimentum, pro ut bujus aasertionis veritatem ab 
homiiiibus ipsius Jobannis Oneill assequebamur. 
Noluimus enim pandere omnia anxietatis nosti» 
quando in yestro oonspectu fuimus. Igitur nunc 
vestram dominationem exhortamur ut necessitatem 
nostram in memoria babeatis, et yestram facnltatem 
adversus ipsum Johannem celeriter deduceatis. Et 
si vestri ambasiatores adbuc non repetierunt Hiber- 
niam, jubemus yobis tardare nostram nnncium yo- 
biscum usque ad eventum vestrorum ambasiatorum 
quo adusque certiorabitis nos de his quas Domina 
Regina yobis rescripserit. Ut breviter quidem allo- 
quimur^ omnia nobis possibilia. Parati sumus ad 
yestrum jussum explere. £t sic yaletote ex Manerio 
domini Magujdljr 9 die Octobris, Anno Domini 
1562. 

* 9c, cabalionua. 
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Post scripta. Pandimus quod vehementi morbo 
opus est celeri lemedio, Igitur finem faustum 
nostris conatibiis imponetis. Contemptus autem 
Majestatis regise generatur ex commissione damno- 
rum quando simus in vestro coUoquio, et quia atoli- 
dorum schomatibus afficimur, igitur, &c. Nobis 
enim asseritur quod ipse Johannes Oneill facit multos 
amicos adveisus ▼estram Majestatem ab orientali et 
occidentali. Unde precaveudum est. Oportet enim 
nos elaborare pro aliquo medicamento aliunde acquis 
Tendo nisi celeriter nobis per vestrum soffiragium suc- 
curretur. De digno autem responso horum omnium 
nobis lescribetisy et de promissionibus yestris nobis 
fiendis quas vellitis deducere ad finem si possibile eriu 

Your humble servant to comawnd at all times, 

CON. ODONAILL. 

Reverentissimo domino Deputato harum 
Litterarum, cum reverentia lionoreque 
coudigno, fiat tradicio. 



XETTER CCCLXXX. 

Owen Bowe to the Earl of Suuex^ Lord lAeutenant, 

offering his services with two hundred men, 

[niD. F. ziL fid. 2S. Orig.^ 

It maye please your Honor to be atvertysed that I 

Owen Rowe, your Honors pore sarvytor, am now 
verey pore, and not so pore but I am able to serve 
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your Honor in wbat place your LorcUsIiip will apoynt 

me with ij. hundred men^ and am alwayes redey at 
jour Honors commaundement. Therfore I desier 
your Lordsbip to accept my symple serves in good 
parte, for yff I were able to conquer all Erlande, 
your Honor should commande me to do yt as well as 
you maye commaunde oney man you have. I desyef 
your Honor to send me word y^Tyour Lordship wyll 
commaunde me oney serves. From hir Heyghnes 
toune off Craigfergis, the v*** of September, 1562. 
Your Honors to commaunde duryng lyfe to serve 

OWYN ROW£, 

To the rj'ght honorable and his synguler 
good Lord th'Erle off Sussex, Lord 
Leftenant oil hir Heyghnes realine off 
£yrlaiide| geve thes. 



LETTER CCCLXXXL 

The Bailiffs of Dundcdk to the Lard Lieutenant €f 
Ireland, conoeming mutual rettitution of Cattle be» 

tween their Town and Shane O'Neile. 

[iBn>. p, ziL fol. 5S. Orig.'] 

Our humble duety premised unto your honorable 
Lordship. And where informacion was gyvin to 
your Honor that sum of Shane 0*Neylls men shoulde 
stell certen bevys from the warde of Armaghe, we 

certify your Honor that the same are restorid ; ffor 
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certen of our townsmen, that were yesterday at Ar- 
maghe, as they were retiim3mg from Shane, praing 

him of xestituciou of a pray that sum of M*^ Mahouns 
men made uppon us a Friday last past, showid us 
thereof. And they fainid that the bevys ware 
scatteryd abrode by wolfls ; and ij. of them, that is 
nat restorid, to be etten by the said wolfflflb. Nerer- 
theles, he saithe he will se them satisfied thereof^ 
So that we nede nat send any bevys at this tyme* 
And as concerning pur pray, made by Mahonns 
men. as afibrsaid, he will never se cow restorid, nor 
he wolde nat have lokid uppon our lettre, but sent it 
back again undisclosid, callyiig us false chorlys with 
other vile names; wherfor we pray your Honor to di» 
rect your strait commaundement to Mahown vnll* 
ing and commaunding liim to restore our said pray. 
The names of them that made the pray are Neyll 
oge M® Neyll, More O Neyll, and the sons of Evyr 
son of Hughe Koo M"" Mahown : aud the number of 
the pray is fifty kyne and iiij. g*rans* And thus we 
humbly take leve. From Dundalke, this viij^'' of Oc- 
tobre, 156^ 

Your humbles 

STEPHEN CASSELL 

and JAMES DTLLON 

To flie right honoralile the Erie of Saisez, 
L. Lientenamit of Ireteade, gyre these. 
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LETTER CCCLXXXIL 

A Cimplaint from three InhabUante of Dundalk to the 
Queen's Majesty** Commissioners, against Cowly 
Mae Comuek, who had robbed them of tome Cattle, 

[ibid. r. zii. fol. 16. OrigJ] . 

To the Uuenes Ma**^. Commissioners. 
CoMPLATNETHE unto jouT wifldoms, Walter Ma* 
pas of Dundalk, merccbant, Jolm Loggan, and Patrick 
M*^ Gonyll of the same, how that Cowlj Mac Cor- 
muck Mac Gaidyle, of Mac Mahonns contrej, the 
xxiiij"" of July last past, came to Dundalke affiorsaid, 
and ther and then prayd and xobbid your complay- 
nant of xxxyj. k3me, whereof he restoridzxyij. kyne, 
and the residue, viij^ kyne, he utterly refiisithe to 
restore, whereof they praiethe remedy, &c 



LETTER CCCLXXXUL 

27ie Earl qf Sussex to Patrick MpRowryi charging 
him to retain in safe custody, or to surrender to him, 

the brother of Mc, Mahon, whom he had taken* 

[ibid. r. xiL ftaL lOl. Orijr*] 

Predilecte Salutem. Hodie intellezimus te 
Mahon occidisse et fratrem suum manucepisse, de 
quo certe ob tuam causam letamur. Cum vero salus 
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tua in manibus tuis est hortamiir te quatenus fxatrem 
Mahonnullo modo e vincolis dunittas siiie nottro 
consensu^ et si in loco tuto ilium custodire non 
poteris ad nos ilium initte« nosque ilium non solum 
in saluo tsustodire per Presentes promittimus, sed 
etiam ilium pro te et in tuum usum custodire, cum ad 
te jam gubeznaeio illius patris sicut nobis videtur 
maxime spectat. Si ad nos veneris, libenter collo» 
quium tecum habebimus de his qui non scribebimus. 
Interim yeio ne dictus Mabon pacto aut dolo e 
manibus tuis liberetur caue, ne post factum peniteas. 
Yale. Datum ex Arbxakon Nouembris, 156^^ 

Tuns amicus 

T, SUSSEX. 

Predilecto uro Patricio filio Ri^ri. 

%* At tfie bwk alllilf Lotler to apparently the rough copy of an 
k^tmndedi Aniwefy ligned **Y«rter ▼eras fabditu Patriciaf fUm 
Sogery capitonins de Ffeiny. 



LETTER CCCLXXXrV. 

BaiOiffM and Moffutratet ofDundtOkto the Lord 

Lieutenant and Council of Ireland, stating thai 
Shane 0*Neile had refused to restore a prey he 
had made upon them, 

[iBn>. F. zii. IbL 46. OrvO 

Our humble duetyes premised unto your honor- 
able wisdoms, pleas it the same to be advertised that 
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where you addressid your lettres to Shane O Neyll, 
willing him to restore unto us our pray, mad bj his 
men the viij^^ of Norembre last past, we did send our 
messingers tberwith to him, and he utterly refusid to 
restore the same, alledging that they WQie none of 
his men that made the said pray, where of tnithe we 
are hable to prove that they ware his men. And for 
profe thereof the saide pray is with Neyll Shane 
Boy, o Donylly, Neyll Oryraghe o Neyll, and others 
of his best men. And where he alledgith for a jest 
that they ware of the Hanlons that made our pray, 
the same was by his devise and commaundement ; 
videlicet, that they and the kern of Neyll Shane 
Boy afforesaid, shoulde manyfestly be seen taking the • 
pray away, and that Neyll Oryragh o Neyll and xij. 
horsemen shoulde ly in an Anbushment, reddy to 
rescowe them, which thing was done accordingly. 
Therfor we humbly beseche your wisdoms to gyve 
credit to our sufficient and true matter, and nat to 
his untrue denyalL And not onely with this pray 
wille he be satisfied, but he hathe sent us warnyng 
that so longe as he ly ve, if any man from Tyreoyn to 
Kildare do him Wrong he vnll revendge the same 
uppon us. So that we understond none othir thing 
but that he wyll distrpye this town without spedy 
remedy may be had. Thus beseching your wisdoms 
to have us in remembraimce concemyng the Artilary 
mencionyd in our last letter, and to send the 
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Tectualk yf you send the souldiois, we take leve. 
From DundaJke^ tlus of Decembre, 1562. 

Your kumbles 

STEPHEN CASSHELL 
JAMES DYLLON. 
JOHNE CHASHBLL. 
JAMES BRANDO)T. 

LENARD BELLEW. 
PATRICK STANLEY. 
GEORGE g'nON. 

To the right honorable the Erie of Suuex, 
L. Liewtenaunt of Irdmnd, and to the 
Qoenea Ma*** Oonsaill of the nme. 



LETTER CCCLXXXV. 

Nardogh MacPryw to the Lord Lieutenant^ to obtain 
the liberty of his Son, whom Shane 0*Neile kept 04 
apfieaner* 

[niD. p. zii« 15. Orig,"] 

CoMPLEYNYNG showth unto joui moste honorable 
Lordshype, whereas Sean Oneyll haw taken all my 
goodes &om me, and kyps ray sonne daylye bounde 
with hym, and cut of one of is fyngeis, therfoie 
I beseche your honorable Lordship to get my sonne 
£rom Sean Oneyll and my sayd goods. My Lorde« I 
do tary daylye for your helpe and pouer and gett me 
my lyvyng that I may serv your Lordship in tymes 

Q 5 
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comyng. My Lord remembre that you promyt mc 
to be my good Lord and to helpe me. Now oi never^ 
my Lorde. 

Your very orator and dayly servant, 

NARDOROH PRTOR» 



LETTER CCCLXXXVL 

Patrick Rowryj Captain of Feamayy to the Lord De- 
ptUy, dewing redreu/or a hundred and sixty Cows 
which had been sUiienfnm him. 

[MS. oonoM. nr. b. zL fol. 20. Ong»'\ 

Premissa salutatione iUustri invictissimoque do- 
mino Locum tenenti ac Deputato seFenissimfle Do- 
minae Reginse in terris Hibernis. Noverit vestrapre- 
eminentia atque dominacio quod eo tempore quo nos 
fbimus Tobiseum, et accessimiu ad presentiam Tes- 
tram, causa salutaiidi vestram dominationem, Oliverus 
G^orgii filii Thomse Plunket et filiua Roberti flavi filii 
Oeraldi ejusdem cognominis depredarunt nos ad sum- 
mam centum sextaginta vaccarum. duapropter ves- 
tram dominadonem bumiliter imploramus, atque ob- 
nixe deprecamur, quatenus absque dilatioue quacun- 
que praefatam nostram preedam ab iUis Oliyero et filio 
Roberti nobis exigatis, aut occupandi bona illorum 
nobis licentiam concedatis^ et quod in premissis 
fudatisidnoseiimpresentiumhtorescribatiiT. Item^ 
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non content! malis contra nos comiasis, volunt Tenire 

cum £liis Hugonis Yragyllyd causa depredandi nos- 
tfam pzedam. Ideoque rogamus irestram £xceUen- 
tiam quatenus scribatis minatorie ad dominum 
Oiagylljd et Hugonem ut inhibiant omnibus suis 
filiis et firatribuB ne aliquid nocumenti vel prejudicii 
nobis generabunt. £x loco iiostrse luansiouis^ penul- 
fimo die mensis Augusti^ instantis AnnL 

Per me Patrldum Rogeri Capitanium de Feamay, 
vim fidelem servum. 



LETTER CCCLXXXVII. 

James Prendergast to the Earl of Ormond and Ossory, 

concerning injuries sustamed from Morris Fits^ 
Garatt and others. 

[VESPAS. F. zn. fol. 65. Orig.'] 

My mooste reyeiente and bumble duelye pre^ 
mysed, my good Loide hit is so that the laste Satur- 
daye, Moris Fytz Gerott, with certaine of Jeames 
Russell of Lyffynjme is men, toke from me by nyght 
tjme a hundred stode caples.' And that (as I am 
made sure) . by the procurement and troughe the 
meanes of Piers Butler of the Cahiry who sende myne 
evill conseyled and dysposed brother John to that 
parlyes to shewe the sayde Moxys and Jeam^ Biis- 
sell wher to fynde my sayde stode, Wherfore, and 
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forasmyche as I dare not to be revenged on them tyll 
I sholde knowe of your Honors advise^ Ibesecbe your 
Lordship to Ictt me be made sure of your counseyll 
therein, that 1 may worke thereafter. Thus I take 
my leare at your Honor. From Newe caatell this 
instante Fiyday, 156S- 

Your Lordship's humble servant, 
JBAMB8 FRENDBBOAST, numu aUenOm 

To the right honorable myne especiall 
and mooste reverent Lord, th'Erle 
of Ormon and Ossorye, thea gyve 
in haste. 



LETTER CCCLXXXVIIL 

Jiexander Mae Randyllboy to the Lord laetOenanif 

complaining of spoils committed upon his property 
by (yNeil and Ferdorca MP DonyU Oge. 

£ii8. cxmoN. VBiPAS. F. fill. zn. 96. Orir.] 

To the Lord L}^ttenot. 
After my hartty comendacyons I comend me unto 
your Honors, showyng that Onell made a pray or ij. 
apon me sen I hawe bein with your Lordship, and 
more ower he hawe senyd his messengers to me for 
to get a byinge of me and to be his daylly servant. 
And, more ower, showyng your Honors that Ferdorca 
DonyU Oge made ij. pxays apone me after i^y de- 
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partynge fromeyour Lordscbipe, for the which caws I 
desyer your Honors to gyf me lew* po rewnge the 
said ij. prais apone the said Ferdorca. And I desier 
your Honors to send a defens or help, for the said 
Onell is strooge apone all Iiys men, and send me 
your consayll what I shall doe to gyf hime his 
desier or not ; and send me ansuer, and mynd in wry t^ 
tynge, and all nywes by this hener, in all haste, &c. 
By your lowynge and serwant to his power, 

ALLEXSANDBB M*'. RANTLIf BOTE. 

TUs ByU be ddywerede to Out Lord 
Lyfflteiiaiit of lerland with fpjde. 



LETTER CCCLXXXIX. 

Edmmd Grindal, Biahop of Limdon, to Sir WUUam 

Cecil, upon the state of Cowpland, a part of Cum,' 
beriand, where the Bishop wcu horn, 

[ms. lansd. 6. art. 51. Or^.] 

Sib 

I viTDBBSTANDB a gentkmah, one Skelton, verie 

neare my native towne, is departed, and doubt 
nothing but my countrejrmen make goode spede for 
the wardship. My meaninge Is nott att this tyme to 
hinder anie particular sute ; but I have o£fte thowght 
to make a generall siite to you for regarde to that 
little angle wher I was borne, called Cowplande, 
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paxoell of Cumberkmdef the ignorantute parte in 

Religion, and tihoste oppressed off cavetouse landlordss, 
off ame one parte of Me Mealme to my knowlege* I 
entende att my nexte cominge to you to discourse 
more largely off the state theroff, which, Godde wyl- 
lynge, shall be shortely. I have no more to saje for 
this matter, butt only to praye you, yff your grawnte 
be not fuUye paste, to take order bothe for the goode 
education off the Warde, and nott to leave the poore 
tenentes subjecte to the expilation of those cowntrey 
gentlemen withoute some choyse, wherin if it please 
you to undrestand myne opinion I will utter it 
simplye according to my understandinge. 
Godde kepe you, 17 Mail, 1563. 

Yo^ in Christe, 

EDM. LONDON. 

To Ihe hooonUe WUliim Oeeill, 
Knighte, SMrelarie to tlie Qnea^ 



LETTER CCCXa 

JSdmund Scambler, Bishop of Peterborough, to Sir 
WiUUm Cecil: upon the propond to change the 

Name of an Individual at Confirmation, 

[ibid, art SO. <Mr>] 

Wheatley, in his Illustration of tlie Book of Common Prayer, 
says, by a Provincial Constitution of our Church, made by Arch- 
bishop Peccham, A.l>. 1281, it is provided that no wanton names 
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be ^iven to children at their baptism, or, if they be, tliat they be 
cliauged at Coiilirmation.* The giving consent to such cbaage was 
probably one of the reasons for our rubric anciently enjoining the 
attendance of a Godfather or Godmother at the latter ceremony. 

Camden^ in hb Hemainsy edit. 1674, p. 66, says the practice of 
changing the iM^fismal name was nraat In oflier ooimiries aa wdl 
aa our own: and Inftanoei two aona of King Henry tiie Second of 
France^ who wero chiislened by the names of Aleiander and Her- 
colee, bnt had tliem changed at their amfirmatioii Into Henry and 
Avncis* 

After my humble commendations unto your 
Honor premised, these ar to signifie unto you that 
whereas jour Honor and Sir Ambrose Caye wrott 
unto me concerninge the changing of a name at the 
Ckmfiimation, I have lemed that I may not change 
usuall or comon names, but onlie strange and not 
comon ; and further, if the name be changed at Con* 
finnation it taketh effect but from the Confirmation. 
And thus wishing your Honor prosperous health, X 
committ you to Grod, who ever preserve you. From 
Peterborough, this xxv^ of Maie, 1563. 

.Your Honors to command, 

BDMUNDB FETRIBURO. 

To the right honorable S' William Cecil], 
Knight, Priucipall Secretary to the 
Quenes Majestic, yeve these. 

• See Gibflon, Codex Eccl. edit, 1713, vol. i. p. 440. "Johannes Peccham in 
Const, circa Sacramentiun, tubdit. de Baptismo, &c. — ' Attendaat etiam Sacerdotei, 
M lawiiii nomina, qutt MOieet mox prolate aonent in ludviam, imponi pennift- 
tant pannilis biqptialii, aexui prsecipuc faminiai; «C «i contrarium fiat, per Confir- 
mantes Episcopos corrigatur.' " Gibson adds, from Lyndwode, " *ci7, mutando 
nomen, et honeatiui nomen imponenda," further adding, " Quod sic in Confirma> 
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LETTER CCCXCL 

Lofrd JUckf to Sir WUUam CecU^ efmeermng Ike 
Wardship of one Sarah Stone. 

[ibid* art. 2t. Orig^ 

The misery entailed on families in former times by the grant 
of Wardships has been already made apparent in Letters of different 
periods. Ve have here an inataiiee of its extending even to hnmUe 
life, from tte holding of a amaU tenement. 

After my right hartley commendacions unto you, 
good maister Secretarie, It may please you to un- 
derstand that apon the deathe of one Richard Stane» 
late of Pakellesham, in the coimtie of Essex, yeoman, 
who did holde certaine lands of me, as of the Honor 
of Rayleigh, by Knight*s service, at suche time as 
the same Honor was in my possession, I seased one 
Sara Stane, daughter and heire of the said Richard 
as my warde, and afterwarde sold the wardeship of 
her for ten pounds to Margery Stane, her mother, 
then widowe, and nowe the wiffe of this berer. ^Syns 
which time it appereth, by auncient records, that 
parcell of the lands of the said Richarde Stane, be 
h<d4^n of the Quenes Majestie in chief, by reason 
wherof I became humble suter to you, to graunt the 
wardeship of the said Sara Stane to this berer, as it 
pleased you to do, for the which I render to you my 
verie hartie thankes. And syns that time ther is an 
office founde in Essex of the premisses, by the which 
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(as I am enformyd) the lands are presented to be of 
the clere yerelj value of ix^. by reason wherof the 
wif of this berer can haue, by way of dower, but Ix*. 
by the yere, wher by the last will and testament of 
her late husband, she should haue had yerely vj*». It 
may therfore nowe please you, (be premisses consi- 
dered, and the rather at my Jiumble sute, to grannte 
all the said lands in farme to this berer, during the 
minoritie and nonage of the said Sara, for the yerely 
value above expressed, his wyves dower being out of 
the same deducted. And thus doing, in myn opinion, 
you shall do a good and charitable dede. As knoweth 
Almightie God, to whom I conimytte you. From 
my poore house at Kocheford, the xxyj^ of July, 
1563. Your loving friend assuredly, 

to comaundOf 

RIC. RTCHE. 

To the right honorable William Cecill, 
Kniglit, Secretarie to the Queues Ma*<% 
be theifl yeveii. 



LETTER CCCXCIL 

Rickmrd Cheney^ Bishop of Gloucester, to iSir William 
Cecil; expressing his desire to resign his Bishop- 
ricks of Gloucester and Bristol. A, J). 1563* 

[ibid, art 7S. Orig.l 

I CANNOT but renue my former sute to your 
Honour touchyng the resignyng of myne office, for 
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oonaideiTiig that the juriBdictioii of Bristow is taken 

from me, and in some poynctes suche prechyng of 
the laahe and ignaraunt ia continued in Gloucester 
diocese, as my consciens and pooreleamyng can thynk 
not to be good, contrarie to the promjse that mj 
Loids Gface of Canterbury made me at my beyng at 
London: I had moche» rayther lyve a private lyfe, 
like a poore man, as I dyd before I was drawen to 
office, then thus to continue with suche burden and 
torment of conscience, beside care for great pay- 
mentes, and charges of housholde, exceadyng great 
now in this deere worlde, beyiig compelled to lyve 
now in the tyme of my first Smites (for lacke of an 
house otherwise then hiered) in a great citie as 
Gloucester, there b3ring all in a maner of the penye, 
where, yf I had not t*help of Bristowes revenues by 
your Honoures meanes, I shoulde have lyved hitherto 
moste miserablie. I doubt not but there are ynowe 
that wolde take Bristowe alone, and Gloucestre 
alone, as they were in Kyng Edwardes and Quene 
Maries tjme ; or the Queues Majestie, yf her Ghnces 
pleasure were so, might, after her excead}mg great 
charges latelie susteyned, be somewhat eased for a 
season with the revenues of Bristowe, whiche I wolde 
gladlie leave, so that I might be rydde also of 
Gloucester, and resigne at suche tyme, that T might 
departe from my lyvyng out of debt, as I suppose I 
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might -doo, yf I resigne betwene Michelinas and 
Allhaloutide next comyng. I have alredje ynoughe 
of Loidyiigy whexin I fynde nothyng but splendidam 
miseriam. My trust is, that as I have ever hytherto 
fownde your Honour my verie greate and almoste one- 
lie frende, so I shall bolihe now and hereafter fynde you 
in other sutes, as yet unkuowen^ my greatest frende ; 
assuryng your Honour that there hath not wanted in 
me good wyll, somewhat to considre your goodnes 
towardes me» but there hath wanted poure and ha- 
bilitie. Tf yt shall so fall out hereafter, that I be 
hable, you shall perceyve that you have doone for a 
man not alltogither unhynde or unthankful!. This 
booke whiche I have sent is by reason of some lea- 
sure perfectlie drawen, and the like is in a redynes 
at Bristowe ; but Doctor Cotrell, who is there under 
my Lords Grace of Canterbury, sent me worde that 
he dothe not send yt up to the honourable Lordes of 
the Counsell, because he receyred no letter concern- 
yng that matier^ but onelie from me, and not irom 
my Lords Grace of Gmterbury. Tour Honour 
maye sauflie call my man unto you, yf your pleasure 
be so, for there is no plage, thankes be to Gbd, in 
our countrey, by whome, yf I may receive twoo 
wordes in your letter to my comforte in the pre- 
misses, I shall thynk myself exeedynglie boimde 
unto you, as I doo neverthelesse. Thus wysshyng 
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you eucrease of grace^ vertue, and honour, I take 
my leave* From Lekyngton^ this 17 of Septembre, 

your Hououres at commauudmeut. 

BIG. GLOUC. 

To the right honourable syr Wyllyam Sicile, 
knyght, Princypall Secretaiie to the Quenes 
nuwte excellent Miyeatie. 



LETTER CCCXCm. 

Edmund, Bishop of Lomdon^ to Sir WUUam CecU;. 
expretsing his hope thai the Queen would take notice 
of the Duke of Wirtemherg's kindness to the Eng^ 
Uih Froteetants, who were Exiles at Strasburgh, 

[ibid. art. 58. Orig,} 

The Duke of Wirtemberges gentleinany wbiche 

ye comendett unto me, returneth herwith to Courte 
agayne* I cowlde have ben contented to have hadde 
his companie lenger, I lyke it so well. He was a 
student in the CiviUe Lawe, att Strasburge, when I 
was ther, but we wer nott ther acqwaynted. By oc- 
casion off talke, we have somewhatt differed in opi- 
nion concerninge Brentius doctrine off Ubiquitie, 
which he semeth to approove, and nott I ; butt so, 
as we wer cotittented one to heare anothers reasons, 
and eche to suffer other to abownde in his owne 
sense. 

The Duke of Wirtemberg his master gave, att 
one tyme, to the exiled Englishe att Strasbuige, S or 
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4 hundreth Dallers, besjdes tihatt he gave att Frank- 
furde. Iff je thinke it eonyeniente, I wolde wisshe 

ye mooved the Quenes Ma*** to make some signifi- 
cation to the biinger, that her Highenesse hathe 
hearde thereofF, that it maye appeare his liberalitie is 
not alltogether buried in oblivion; or els iff some 
remembrance theroff passe frome yowr mowthe^ it 
mighte doo goode. 

Godde kepe you. 

Yo' in Christe, 

EDM* LONDON. 

Frome Fulham, Januarij, 1563. 

To the right honorable Sir William Cecill, 
Knighte^ Secretarie to the Quenes Ma^^. 



LETTER CCCXCIV. 

The Earl of Ormond arid Ossory to the Ldrd- 
Lieutenant, upon the d^edatione of the Ea/rl of 
Desmond, 

[m. ooTTON. VB8PA8. F. xu. foL 1. Orig,} 

The date of year of this Letter is not apparent. It was pro- 
bably written in 1565. An original Letter of Queen Elizabeth to 
Sir Henry Sydney, in the late Lord Kingsborougli's possession, 
dated Westminster, 8th Jan. 15C5, began as follows : 

" Right trusty and well beloved, We greet you well. Forasmuch 
as there hath been found in the examination of the Controversies 
betwixt the Earls of Ormond and Demoiid tueh and ao many diffi- 
coltiea and inflertaiiities in flieir sundry Allegationa and Answera, 
as weU for tlie untewM assambUes, riots, and conflicts wliich wene 
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committed the last year in the County of Waterford, and a multi- 
tude of other disorders and misdemeanors ; as for titles of lands, 
liberties, and possessions claimed and chalenged by the one against 
the. other, that we could no wise come to any certain knowlege or 
detMninitioiiy and in wiiat aort to proceed totiie eoodeBiaaiioii er 
acquittal of any one of tiiem^ witfumt forther proofk and trial to be 
liad in diat realne of the ofareuBstanoee bdoaging to tlie matten in 
oontrmrersy , wliicb aeceanrily ought to be proMcnted in that Bealme ' 
wiiere the same controvenies and cautes have ariien." 



My veray good Lord, my duty remembred, and 
whear your pleasur is I shold repayr to Dublingy for 
tlie matters in controversy betwyxt th'Erle of Des- 
monde and me, I baye sent for there complayntes 
that have ben spoyled, which, when they are wrytten, 
1 well wytb sped repayr to your Lordship. In the 
mean tyme, I humbly pray your Lordship to pardon 
m}Tie absens. My men are dayly spoyled by th'Erle 
of Desmonds, as your Lordship may perceve by the 
letter here endosed, as knowth Qod, who send your 
Lordship your harts desyr. From Waterford, the 
zzr. of February. 

Tour Lordships assured to command, 

THOMAS ORMOND AND OSS. 

My Lord, I pray you take order wyth th*£rle of 

Desmond for stayeng Pers Grace, for he never seases 
from spoyling my tenants^ when I am not in the 
cownty of Kylkeny. 

To the ryght honorable (and my very good 
Lord) ny Lord-Lyutenant. 
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LETTER CCCXCV. 

Queen Elizabeth to Mr. afterwards Sir Thomas Ran- 
dolph^ her Ambassador in Scotland^ privtttely to 
sound the Earl of Argyle, and find how he was af~ . 
fected to her interest with regard to the Rebellion 
in Ireland* 

[ibid. 9. art 20. OrigJ] 

%* Archibald, fifth Earl of Argyle, one of the great promoters of 
the Reformation of Religion in Scothuid, was the nobleman here 
aUuded to. He was the chief commander of the Queen of Scots* 
forces at the memorable battle of Langside in 1508, where, m the 
armies were beginning to engage, he was seized with an apoplectic 
fit. He did not die, however, till 1575. The Scottish Historians 
make no mention of any interference on liis ptirt in the affairs of 
Ireland ; but there is a Letter of this Earl to Queen Elizabeth in 
the Cottonian Collection (Calig. C. I. fol. 155 b.)) dated from Dum- 
barton, 24th August, 1568, which clearly shows that she was still 
afraid of his giving assistance to her enemies* He says,/' And 
quliaii Ma*** vrittb fluit lliair is gieit nnnieris of people leryed 
iHmyboiiiidkaiidiiiyJLordof()aasi]iB,qii]iai8myfrende, to Jnvald 
ao^ Ma*^ lieges in flie realme of Iielande^ I assnir on my honor 
iliaft Bnir Bfa**" nil not lynd thai leportis to be trew, nor sit sail do 
na tbing tiiat may be oliensive to so'' Ma*", ae standing gode freinde 
to my soTerane : bpt sail do aoor Hienea all the honor and service 
that lyes in my power nizt her Grace qnhooie to I andit my obedi- 
ence and service. 

^Zonr lia*^ humble serritor, 
By the Ouene. 

Elizabeth R. 

Trusty and welbeloued^ we grete yo'' well, foras- 
much as of late we peicea^ed by some advertise- 
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meats sent yow out of Scotland, that there shuld, in 
a communication lately betwixt the Erie of Argile 
and an other, certen words passe from the said Erie, 
pretending some remissenes and diminution of his 
former good will towards our service, and spedally 
for the matters of Ireland, in respect (as he alledgeth) 
that he found some lack of our favor in time of his 
nede : and yet it semeth by those advertisements (if 
he might be sure of our favor towardes him) he wold 
be as redy to gratify vs with his good will, as in for- 
mer times he professed to be : We haue herevpon 
thought mete to have the said Erie somewhat delt 
witball, for the reteyning of him to beare like good 
will to our service, specially in Irland, as heretofore 
he did, and to forbeare from, all maner of ayde and 
comeforting of such as are knowen to be rebelHous 
in the same realm. Lyke, as by the said advertise- 
ment sent vnto yow, it doth appeare that he which is 
the principall and almost the only rebell in that 
realme hath his servitors secretly following practises 
about the Queue there in Scotland, and others, to 
such purposes. 

And, therfore, £rst, we wold have yow, by such good 
meanes as yow can secretly lerne, to knowc the truth 
of the disposicon of the said Erie of Argile towards 
vs. And, if he be dowtfull in dede vpon the respects 
intended, we wold gladly have him reduced from the 
same, and to be made assured (as the truthe is) that 
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we were not only right sony for the treble -wherin he 
and his frends was, but did also as mi|ch as we could 

be in honor perswaded^ to be convenient for vs to do 
(omitting nothing but open hostility) for the preserva- 
tion of him and the other noblemen joyned with 
him in that action^ as we trust the Erie of Murray 
can truly report. 

• And because we knowe not by what more conveni- 
ent meanes be might be induced to be assured of 
Qur good will and favor, we wold have yow for the 
acquaintance yow have with the Erie of Murray or 
some others, as yow shall think mete, to require 
them to communicat thus much to the said Erie of 
Argile. And as yow shall think metest, so wold we 
have yow vse any convenient persuasion for the time 
to alter the said Erie of Argiles mind herin, and to 
with drawe him from the favoring of that principall 
rebell, being not only rebellious towards vs, but also 
a BWome cruell adversary to the state of all true relli- 
gion : for which respect we think the said Erie of 

• Aigile ought to be moved to impeache his enterpris'. 
And yet this we do not conoeave of that rebell as of 
one whom we cannot correct and suppresse, (though 
he shuld have ayde of diverse) but for that if he be 
not ayded and comeforted other wayes, he shall ether 
submitt him self the soner to our correction, as he 
doth jdwayes in speches do : or be more spedily, and, 
with our lesse charges, chastised or supprested* And 

VOL. III. R 
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SO we wokL liave yaw vie this msUer, as none might 
think otherwise of him : for, in dede, so we well un* 

derstand what we can do to the subversion of him. 
And so we meane plajnly to prooede, if we i^albe 
therto provoked. 

Nevertheless considering we think the said rebell 
may growe the more audacious vpon hope of helpes 
and succors out of Scotland, and therby provoke vs 
to the greater charges for the subduing of him, we 
could be well content to have all good meanes vsed» 
both to vndeistand his practisea there, and his assur- 
ances, and finally, to have him disapointed of the 
same. And the rather then he shuld receave any 
ayde or ecmefort from thence, we could be content 
to have some portion of money by waye of reward 
secretly bestowed there to the hinderance of his ayde^ 
or rather to the playne annoyance of him at sudi 
convenient time as should he thought mete by our 
directiont or by th'advertisement of onr Depnljy in 
Ireland. 

And yet of this last matter of moo^, we rather 
make mention as of a thing for yow to think ther- 

vpp<»i vntill yow may heare furder from vs: then 
that you ahaji deale with any person iherin, for we 
have of late sent our Vicechamberlein into Ireland, to 
conferr with our Deputy there f and vntil some re- 
tume of answer from him, we have suspended our 
resolution* And yet, vpon these advertisements sent 
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from yow^ we thought mete to communicat thus much 
▼nto 70W9 not dowting but jow will vae the same 
secretly and discretely to the best for our service, as 
the time may serve you. Yeven vndec our Signet, 
at oi]rmiiBer<tf Gieaewii^ the zzi^^ of May» 1566^ 
the eight yere of our reigne. 

To our tnutj and wdbdortd strraiif^ 
Hmums Saedol^ €iq«ier« 



LETTER CCCXCVL 

Albert of Brandenburgh, to Queen Elizabeth, with a 

Frumt^ Ten Fakmu* 

[MS. OOTTON, VE8PAS. P, lU. foi. 91. b. OHg,} 

Serenissima Regma^ potentissima Princeps et 
Domiiuu Post salutis et incolumitatis precationem 
ReginaH yestrss dignitati pramptiflnmam ajdiiii nos« 
tri yoluntatem ofierimus^ eique fausta et foelicia 
omnia ezoptannu* Sereniflsuiia R^poia, Domina et 
CoDsanguinea colendiasima, pro eonsuetadine nostra 
annua, Reginali vestrfie dignitati iterum 10 uimc 
tiaasmittimus Falcones, a Deo optimo Maximo pe- 
tentes ut Reginalis vestra dignitas iis multa cum 
delectatione foeliciter utatur* Si etiam Regimdi 
Mtr» dignitati in maioiibiM stadium eiga. ipsam 
nostrum declarare potuerimus, id pro ea qus cum 
Reginali vestra dignitate nobis interoedit aveta eouo 
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iuzu^tione animo libentissimo sumus praestituri. Quod 

leUqumn est B^ginali Teste dignitatis quam et 

aniamus et colimus plurimum, protectioni Divinae ab 

omnibus rebus aduenis clementer tutandam^ etiam 

atqne etiam commendamus. Dat» Regiomonti yii. 

die Octobris, anno M.D. X<XVT. 

Albbrtus senior^ Dei gratia Marchio 

Brandeburgen, ac in Prussia, StctiniaL*, 

PomeraniSy Cassubarum et Yandalo- 

mm Dux, Burgrauius Noribcrgensis, 

Rugiae^ue Princeps. 

L. S. manu propria scripnt. 

SenoiniiDO ac potautiitino PHncipi et 
Dominas doming EHibrtfag, Angliae, 
Funds, HibendaB^ae Reginae,C9irii- 
tiana lidei patronc, et Eoehei« An* 
OXifiUut ac HibendoB lapranuB 6a- 
benatrici, Domins et Gonmagoitaee 
noitrB oatendiMbns. 



LETTER CCCXCVIL 

JSdtmind, Buhop of London, to Sir WiUiam CecU, 

noticing the Otutom of Creeping to the Cross as 
used at Dunbar* 

lLAmD.m»,iL»meL4A, Orig.j 

Sir 

I s£ND£ jou herwith letters from M'..Deane of 
Powles : m^r man sKaUe attende for answer^ as you: 
shalle apoynte. 
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Owre men are all retoumed owte of Scotlande« 
and, so fane as I can learne, make no preparation to 
goo theder agayne. In the meane tyme they cease 
nott her frome thejr olde practeses and assemblyes. 
Ytt maye please you to. consider whether they are to 
be called agayne before you to knowe theyr mean- 

One of them, named Evans, who is thowght a man 
oE more simplicitie then the reste, hathe reported 
(as I am crediblye enfourmed) that att Dunbarre on 
Goode Frydaye, they sawe certeyn persons goo bare- 
footedy and bare legged to the ckurchey to creepe to 
the Crosse. Yf it be so» the Churche off Scotland 
wille nott be pure inowghe for owr men. They are 
a wilfulle companie i Grodde kepe jou humble spirited 

8° Mali. Erom my howse att Powles. 

Yo*^ in Christei £DM* london. 

To the koDonOde Sir WOliam Cecm» 
Knigbte, Secratarie to the Qnenes 
Mi^esCie. 

LETTER CCCXCVIII. 

Bithop Qrmdal to Sir WUUam Cecil; dewring that 
the Bishop of Ross may not he sent to him, 

[ibid. xii. art. 32. OrigJ] 

%• It was no uncommon practice in Queen Elizabeth's time for 
Churchmen who had fallen into disgrace, or who had been guilty of 
delinquency, to be committed to the temporary care of other Church- 
men, in preference to sending them to prisons. Such was the case 
of John Leslie, the well-known Bishop of Hoss, who app<'aring at 
the English Court as ambassador for Mary Queen of Scots, was 
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thought to htcn gaoeedfldhiipfitflege, and ftUinto dligram, by his 
eiertioiif to proeafe hat UberCy. He wm oonmitted, at diffiBrant 
tunety to diflbcnt cvftodiet. To the Bishop of London; to die 
Bishop of Ely; to the BiAop of Winchester; and at Inst to tiie 
TWcr of Loiidflii. He was at length set at liberty In 1578^ and 
baniahed to the Nelherlands. 

Leslie was a Bsa of great learnlBgy an able stafentta,.and a aeap 
loos churchman ; but appears to have been a yery troublesome pri- 
soner. He died at Guirtenburg, two miles from BmssellSy May Slst, 
1596. The Bishop of Winchester's Letter, to be delivered from the 
Bishop of Boasy thongh of later date, hare loUews Bishop Grindal's* ' 

Sir, I praye you moste instantlye to be a meane 
that I be nott tiobled with the Buhc^pe of Bosse : 
he it a man of tuche qualitiea as I lyke notbjmge att 
all. Yf nedes I muste have a gheste, I hadde rather 
kepe M'. Hare stille. The Deane off Powles his 
wiffe and howseholde is att Hadham ; he himselfe, is 
commonly with me att meales* And iff it pieaae you 
to knowe myne opinion in genere, gurely I thjrnke it 
wer goode that suche as deserve to be committed, 
shulde be sente ad cuitodku fubUeeu. 

Experience dedareth thatt none off them are re- 
formed, which are sente to me and others: and by 
xeceiyinge off thesi, the pimishement lightetih apon 
us. Godde kepe you. From my howsc att Powles, 
this Sondaye moniynge, betwene 8 and 9, imediately 
affter the leceipte of your letter, Sf* Febr. 1569. 

Your in Christe, 

EDM. LONDON. 

To the honorable Sir William CeciUy 
Knighte, Secxetarie to the Qoenes 
Mi^estie. 
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LETTER CCCXCIZ. 

Robert Home, Biekop qf Winehetter to the Lord 

Treasurer^ to be delivered from the Bishop of 

£lBiD. xvii. art. 57. Orig,'\ 

Rtoht hono^y the woman of Canansa thoiow her 

jnoche importunitie obtained for her daughter deli- 
uerie from a troubleaom sprite* The griefe that 
growethe towardes me lyy a troublesome sprite 
causeth me to be a more importune suter to jom 
Hoawfor my deHnerie from soche a develleshe sprite 
as my house is possest withall. I praje your Honor 
therfor help me^ that this derill were ridde out of my 
house. My trust is that your Honor will have me in 
remembraunce, and I shall not forgett in my praiers 
to the Allmighlye to beseche him hartilye to defend 
and deliver you from the malitious practises of all 
your spritishe fooes. At my house by the Ciinke, in 
Southwerk, 14 Novemb* 

Your Ho. to comande in Xo, 

ROB* WINTOK* 

To llie ri|^t hono^ my Twje good Lordey 
the L. Boiloigliey highe Tratsnnure of 
Faiglaiwie. 

\* The foUowins wu the 
Forme to be obeenred by my Lorde fhe Bithopi in the ordering 
of raeh as were committed to their custody ibr Popery. 
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Tkat Um lod ging pe in toeh a conveiiient part of your House as 
he amy both be tfaete in s^ cnstody^ and also have no easy access 
of yoor household people ante him, other than socfa as yon shall ap- 
point and know to be settled In rdigion and honesty, as that they 
nay not be preveiled In reUgion or any otherwise corrupted bf 
him. 

''Tliat he be not admitted unto your own taUe, except upon 
some good occasion to have ministred to him there, in that presses 
of some that shall happen to resort unto you, such talk whweby the 
hearers may be confirmed in the truth ; but to have his diet by him- 
self alone In his chamber, and that in no supeifiuitie, but after the 
spare manner of Scholars' commons, 

''That you snifor none (unless some one to attend upon him) to 
have access unto him but such as you shall kmywto beperMmsweH 
confiimed in true religion, and are not likely to be weakened .in the 
profession of the said religion by any confierance they shall have 
with him. 

" That you permit him not at any time and place, whilst he is 
with you, to enter into any disputation of matters of religion, or to 
reason thereof, otherwise than upon such occasion as shall be by 
you, or in your presence, widi your good liking, by some other mi* 

nistred unto him. 

" That he have ministred unto him such books of learned men 
and sound writers in diTioity as you are able to lend him, and none 
other. 

"That he have no liberty to walk abroad to take the air: but 
when yourself is at best leisure to go with him, or accompanied 
with such as you shall appoint. 

" That you do your endeavor by all good persuasions to bring 
him to the hearing of sernions and other exercises of religion in your 
House, and the Chapel or Church which, you most commonly fre- 
quent."* 



• H8. Umd. lu, foU ige. 
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LETTER CCCC, 

Draught of a Letter from the Marqitess of Winchester 
to Queen Elhuibetk in 1571, ttpoft ihe Hate of the- 
Crown Debt. 

[ibid, cu. fol. 195.J 

%* This Letter^ or Ihaaght, or Bfimitey oontaiu a smninary re* 
port of the origin of the Debt with which King Henry the Eighth. 
iBcmnbered both his children and his sncoessors. 

The Marquees of Winchester was a man of great natural and 
great acquired abilities. He was comptrdUer and afterwards trea- 
surer of the Household to King Henry the Eighth, and Lord Hi^ 
Treasurer during the reigns of King Edward the Sixth and Queen 
Mary, and through part of die feign of Queen Elisabeth. Granger 
has given the Marquess's charaeler, wiien repeating one of his 
answers to a less experienced courtier. Being enquired of how he 
could by possibility acoommodate himself to Princes of such differ^ 
ent charaden^ so as to retain the same high post through so many 
changes of admlnistrationy he answered, ** by being a willow, and 
not an oak." The passage in this Letter relating to the f<vbearaoce 
of Henry the Seventh to disclose the quantum of his accumulated 
treasure is curious. 

A Meraoraodnm at the end of the Draught says, 

'^This Lettre was meat to be written to the Q. Miyestie by the 
Lord William Marques of Winchestr, high treasorer of England, 
but he never finished it : and it was written in April 1571.** 

The Marquess of Winchester, who was extremely aged died be- 
fore the close of that year. 



The King your grand&ther haying good title to 

the Crowne of Enirland, entred the same, and by 
strength and Godds helpe slewe Kinge Richard in the 
feld, and so proceded to the governance of the reahne 
and raigned in great honor twenty foure yeres, and 

a 5 
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in that tyme had iij. fought felds, and no mo Counsel- 
lers but Cardiuall Morton, Foxe, LoYell, «nd Bray^ 
and Sir GKles Dawbeney, wlKmie lie made Baron and 
Lord Chamberlen. The great Lords he could not 
take to Ck>unsell for the variance that was amonge 
them. And in that tyme his Majestic grew so riche 
that he never made declaracon of his estate, but lefte 
all to his Sonne, the Kinge yonr father* 

The King your father, vpon the deathe of your 
grand&iher, was brought to the Tower, and there 
kept howse till the Duke of Buckingham, and the 
old Erie of Oxford came to the Court; and when 
th^ were assembled, there were ij. questions moved 
amonge them. The one was whether the Kyngs 
Majestie should be brought up in worldly know- 
lege, or els in pleasure and liberty, leaving the care to 
his Counsell. And it was agreed best to bringe him 
vp in all pleasure, for otherwise he should growe to 
hard among his subjects as the King his father did ; 
and that agrement was kept. The King your father, 
delighting in pleasant life, was forced to apoint ihe 
Cardinal] to call his Covmsell togethers and sett forth 
the order and govemement of the realme, and so it 
con^ewed till his cummynge to the xxij^^ yere of 
his raigne, and in that tyme he had spent all the 
treasure his father lef tq, and as much mm taken of 
the subjects, of whome he could take no more. And 
then was it devised to take of the Clergy; and so was it 
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done. And so n^e was that wasted, when his Grace 
came to the xxxij^ jexe of his xaignei that he devised 
to consider his estate for mayntenance of the same, 
which could not be found before the end of his life. 

Then your brother the King entced his raigne, and 
continewed the same all in goremance by reason of 
his nonage ; and by all that tyme kept in the waire 
whmn his father had lefte him, and tlierebyy and 
with Ills faders dett was growne into great dett, and 
so died. 

Then came the Quene your sister with sum diffi- 
culty to the Crowne^ and to all the said dett» that her 
Highnes was forced to se her state; and that her 
Grace comanded me to make, and so I didd upon 
trust her Majestie would have kept tiie same secret, 
but that was not done : but I, called before her Grace, 
and commanded to declare that which I had written 
to all my Lords of her Privy Coimsell, to make profe 
of that I had written, and so I didd, though it was 
never followed in in ail her life. And thereby all 
the said dett with the Crowne was, and is cum to 
your Majestie, and the dett encreased by the warres, 
and by making of great provioons, and by losses in 
exchange, which moveth your Majestie to call agayn 
to se your estate, and how your dett may be dis- 
charged, wherof I have made Papers, and delivered 
tl|/e same to your Secretory that my L. Keper of 
your Great Scale and your Secretoiy may reade and 
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' consider the same, whereby they may the better con- 
fene with your Majestie in every thinge, at the 
doinge wherof I would gladly have bene, but I am 
so trowbled with the humor upon my nose that I am 
not able to go abrode, and for that cause only I 'de- 
sire your Majesty to accept my excuse. 



. There is a copy of a Docmneot among the Harieiim MSS. in 
Ihe hand-wriliiig of Ralph Starkey which tfaiows great Ii{^t upon 
tiie waetefal expenditure of money at the doee of the reign of 
Henry VIII., so pointedly alluded to in this Letter. ' It purports to 
be%** Brief Dedaratkm of the Cihargei of the King's Wars and For- 
tificationsy'' divided for the sake of perspicuity, info several branches, 
some extending over a longer period of time than others^ between 
the S0*>> Hen. VIIL and tiie 6^ Edw. VI. 

The first division contains tiie charges of Hen. VIII. when lie . 
went in his own person to besiege the towns of Boulogne and Mon- 
treuil ; with the subsequent expense of maintaining the fortifications 
of the Boulognois, from 1st Jan. S5 Hen. VIII. to the IstMay 
4 Edw. VI., being the day of rendering and leaving the town and 
county to the French. 2. The Clurges of the fortifications and gar- 
risons at Calais^ Guisnesy and tfate Marches, between SO Sept tOth 
Hen. VIII., and the last of July, 6 Edw. VI. S. The Charges cmT 
divers and sundry armies and garrisons in the North parts of the 
realm, with those of the Invasions made into Scotland, from 9 Sept. 
S4 Hen. VIII. to Ist May 4 Edw. VI. 4. The Charges of the Ma- 
rine, and of the men-of-war upon the seas, at sundry enterprizes 
against both French and Scots, *^ within the time of all the said, 
wars." 6. The expenses of the journey of Landrecy made by the 
Emperor against the French King, 35 Hen. VIII. 6 The Chains 
of the Castles, Forts, and Bulwarks, made and fortified upon the 
£ea-coasts for the dcfeuceof England. 7. The Charges of suppress- 
ing the Kebels in the 3 Edw. \J. 

The sum total of the expenses included in these several divisions, 
amounted very ii£>arly to tiucee millions and a half. The exact sum 
was 3,491,47U 19«. 5^. 
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LETTER CCCCL 

George Buchanan to Mr, Thomas Randolph; jeering, 
hm upon his second Marriage, Busied on the Story 

of Scotland. Knox's History, Commends BezcCs 

Poetry. 1572, 

[ibid. XT. art. 34. Orig,} 

I resav't twa pair of lettres of you sens my latlie 
wzyting to you. Wjth the fyist I resavit Marinus 
Scotus, of quhylk I thank you greatly, and specialy 
that your Inglishmen ar found liars in thair cronicles, 
•U^iyi^^ on him sic thyngs aa he never said. I haif 
beyne vexit wyth seiknes al the tyme sens, and geif 
i had decessit ye suld haif leset bath thar lettiis and 
refcompena. Now I must neid thank you, bot geif 
wear brokke vp of thys foly laitly done on the bor-. 
der, for than I wyl hald the recompense as IngHa 
geir ; bot geif peace foliuwis, and nother ye die seik 
of mariage or of the twa ^jrmptomes following on 
mariage, quhylk ar jalozie and cuccaldry, and the 
gut' cary not me away, I most other find sum way to 
pay or leise kyndnes^ or ellis geifing vp kyndnes pay 
zow with evil wordis ; and geif thys fasson of dealing 
pleasit me, I haif reddy occasion to be angry wyth 
you that haif wissit me to be ane Kentys man, 
quyl]( in a maner is ane centaure, half man, half 
beast; and yit for ane certaino consideration I wyl 

•gout. 
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pas over that iniury, imputyng it evar to your new 
foly than to aid wysdome ; for geif ye had beine in 
your ryt wyt, ye being anis'' escapit the tempestuous 
stormes and naufrage of manage, bad never enterid 
agane in the aamyng dangeris, for I can not tak you 
for ane Stoik philosopher, having ane head inexpug- 
nable witb the firenetyk tonnentis of jalozie, or ane 
cairless hart skeptik that taks cuccaldris as thyug in- 
different* In thys caise I most nedia prasfer tbe 
amde Scottis wyt of Capitane Cocbume to your 
Inglis solomonical sapience, quhylke every of ane 
wyfia delinerit bir to tbe queyne againe, bot you, 
deliuerit of ane wyfe, castis your self in the samyn 
nette, etferrepoteM dondnam aduit tot resUbui ullam 
and so Capitane Cocbume is in better case than 
you, for his seiknes is in the feitte and zowris in tbe 
beid. I piay you geif I be out of purpose, thynke 
not that I shuld be maryitt, bot rather consider your 
awyn dangerouse estait of tbe qubylk tbe speking as 
thus troublit my braine and put mesa far outof tbe way. 

As to my occupation at thys present tyme, I am 
besy witb our Story of Scotland, to purge it of sum 
Inglis lyis and Scottis vanite. 

As to Maister Knoks, bis Historie is in hys 
6eindis bandis, and thai ar in consultation to miti-* 
gat sum part the acerbite of certaine wordis, and 
sum tauntis qubair in be has f ollowit to mncbe sum 
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of your Iiiglis writaris, as M. Hal, et supplicatorem 
eku Graf tone :^ and as to M* Beza I fear that eild, 
quhyk has put me bom verss making, sal deliure hym 
sone a xcabie poetica, qubylk war ane great pitye for 
he is ane of the moost singukr poetes that has heine 
thys lang tyme. As to your great prasyng gevin to 
me in your iettie, geif ye scome not X thank you of 
Imf and kyndnes towart me, but I am sorie of your 
corrupt iugement. Heir I wald say mony iuiuries 
to yow war not yat my gut^ comandis me to cesse, 
and I wyl als spair mater to my mixt vnritings. 
Fairweal and God keip you. At Sterlings the sext 
of August. Be youris at al a power, 

G. BUCHANAN. 

To hii tiiigalar freynd, M. Bandolfy 
Maister of Poitis to tlw Qneliiei 
6. of In^ud, in Ldkloii. 

• Henry Killigrew, in the latter part of a Letter to Lord BurgUey, dated from 
Edinbvi8li« Mi Oct. »7S, gifct the ftoOowiof dwit bat litfitrerting aotiM «f Ximb*« 
latest days. ITe died Nov. 24th following. 

** The Postscript of your L. Lettre I answer thus. I truit to satisfy Morton^ and 
fiir John Knox, that thing you may see by my disptt^ to Mr. S e mtoi/ ii dbM 
•nddainc daily. The people in gqw— I wtU bent to BnglMklf ■MioiiMig tkefcctitt 
Ffeaaee, and fearing their tiranny. 

' "John Knox is now so feeble as scarce can he stand alone, or speak to be heard 
of 9Uf trnSkme^ yot Mk ho evoij Sunday caoM himoolf to be cetied to a iihee 
vlwie a certain numbre do hear him, and preacheth with the same vehemenejr tad 

«eal that ever he did. He doth revprence your L, much, and willed me once again 
to send you word that he thanks Gud be had obtained at his hands that the Gocpel 
of JenHOhritfcia tnulfaBd rfufdy pieodMd tfaHmi^oat Seodend, wliiA doOi to 
comfort him as he now desireth to be out of this miserable life. He ssud further, 
that it was not long of your L. that he was not a great bishop in England, but that 
effect grown in Scotland, he bong an inatrument, doth much more satisfy him. He 
desred me to make his last oommendadoM BUMt humbly to yovr TiOrdsUp, and 
withall that he prayed God to increase his strong spirit in you, saying there was 
nerer more need. And quoth he to me, ' Take heed how you believe them of the 
Caide, fcr mre ibef nW. deoare you ; and tnwt me I know they seek noHiii^ moie 
than the ruin of your Mistrsn, wUdi ham htm obook a long time.*' Cott. 
US. Calig. C.iii.foi.871. 

* gout. 



376 



ORIGINAL LETTBRS 



LETTER CCCCIL 

Sir Thomoi SmUh to Sir Francis Walsinpham. The 
Massacre of St, Bartholomew, 
[m* oonoH. TBP. r« ?i. fSoL ISO. Orig,'] 

%* The Massacre of St. Bartholomew received a short Comment 
in the second Series of these Vdomes. The tenor which it struck 
into inmmnding oonntctes may Iw inaglaed fnm tfaJs and firom the 
•noceeding Letter. 

A CootroTenj fdatlog to it was carried oni a few years ago, with 
aome degree of warmth^ between the late Bfr. John AUen and Dr. 
Lingud, the fonner IiaTing attacked the fidelity of the latter's state- 
tnents in his History, in the Edinbur^ Review. On one side, every 
credible docnmeat was lepfcsented aa declaring that the Massatae 
was a sndden and imfbreseen expedient, an ebollition of popular veo- 
geaaoe, suggested by the alarm wliioh Ike fiulure of an attempt upon 
the life of the Admiral Coligni had excited, and by the danger to be 
expected from the revenge of his adherents. On the other side, it 
was represented as the consequence of a premeditated plot to entrap 
and destroy the Hogonots in general. Againi on the mie side, 
the hypothesia of a preconcerted plot was represented as not rest- 
ing npon contemporary evidence. The other stating the hypo- 
thesis as positively advanced upon such authority. There caunutbe 
a doubt but that contemporary opinion leaned to the side of preme- 
ditation ; and that there was not a (.'ourt in Europe but believed 
that the Massacre of Paris was the result of a Plot, as deeply as it 
was deliberately planned. A fact which affords this opinion no 
triding corroboration, is, that the documents upon the subject in 
France, have long ceased to exist among the Public Records. 

Some years ago the Editor of the present Volumes communicated 
to the Society of Antiquaries a Copy of the Instructions sent to 
Henry Killigrew, Esq'., then Resident at tlie Court of Scotland, to 
announce this Massacre, in which Elizabeth aud her Ministers de- 
claroi that at the first they supposed it to come but of private 
quarrel and contention b^ween the Admiral and certain noblemen 
of the Reformed Religion and the House of Guise ; but adding, 
that, from later ciicomslances you may say that we are afraidci and 
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in muaer perfectly do see, that tliit halh been ptemeditaled and 
iniiided of long tune before.'' 

The present Letter;*dated 11th September, 1572, eayB, You will 
not think how much we are desirona to hear what end these troubles 

will have ; whether it rangeth further into all FrancCt or it did, or 
will cease there at Paris/' The dates have been already given in 
the former Series * of the ctmHimance of the butchery. 

Among the Egerton Manusenpta in the Museum ^ tiiere is one 
preserved, relating to this Massaer^ of no common cheiracter, en- 
titled ** Instruction a M. de Guise apres la Rarthelemy dated 
80 Aug. 1572 ; signed by Charles ix*** himself, and countersigned by 
Brulart. Lord Bridgewater has added this Note in his o^vn Cata- 
logue : Cette Apologie fut envoy dans totttes les Cours de TEu- 
rope ; entr^autres en oelle d'Angleterre." 

S\ this accident ia Eraunce semeth to us so 
straunge, and beyond all expectacon, that we can 
not tell what tg saie to it. And the excuse tarn 
9apc^a that we wote not what to think of it. The 
mater apereth all maner of waies very lamentable. 
The King so sodenly and in one day to have de- 
spoyled him self and his realme of so many notable 
capitaines, so many brave soldiars, so wise and so 
valiant men. And if they were imgiltjr of that 
which is in word laid to them, yt is most pitifull. 
Yf they were giltie^ Cur inaudita causa damnati ac , 
eati? hk suche sodeine and eztreame dealings dta 
sed sera pcsnitentia solet sequu Yf yet it were 
'sodein, and not of long lyme premeditate before; 
and if so, then the worse, and more infamous. Thus 
yow see what privately eny man may think of the 
fact, I am glad yet in these tumultes, and cruell 

• S«cond Seiiesi vol. iii. p. S3. ^ MS. Egertoo, 9. 
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proMriptioiis that jow did escape, and the yong 

gentlemen that be there with yow; and that the 
King had ao great pitie and care of our nation so 
ktely streight amitie confederate unto bim. 
Yet we here saie, that he that was sent by my Lord 
Chamberlayn, to be acholemaster to the yong Lord 
Wharton, being but com the daie before, was then 
slaine. Alas he was acquainted with no body, nor 
could be parte taker of eny evill dealing. 

How fearfully and carefully the mothers and parents 
that be here be of such yong gentlemen as be there, 
you may easely ges, by my Lady Lane, who prayeth 
very emestly, that hir son might be saufely sent 
home, as mich spede as may be. And if my 
Ladie yo*^ wief w* yo*^ daughter, and the rest of such 
as yow may spare, were sent away home, untill this 
rage and tempest were somwbat more apeasid, you 
should be the quieter, and disbourdened of mich of 
your care. 

Yow will not tliink how mich we are desirous to 
here what end these troubles will have ; whether it 
rangeth further into all I^unce, or it did, or will 
cease there at Paris. 

Our Marchaunts be afraid now to go into Fraunce; 
and who can blame ? who wolde, where such liberty 
is geven to soldiars, and where neepietas neejuttitia 
doth restreyne and kepe back the unruly malice and 
sworde of the raging populace. 
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Moils'^ de la Motte is somwhat spoken to in this 
mater; and now the vintage as you know is at lumd, 

and our tra£que into Roan and other places in 
France is almost laid downe with this new feare. Yt 
greveth no man in England so mich as me, and in 
dede I have in som respects the greatest cawse* 
Fare ye welL From Woodstock, the xi^ of Septem- 
ber, 1572, 

My Lady Lane hath sent by yo*^ man xxx^. in 
gold to pay hir sons detts th^e and charges in com- 
myng home. 

Yo^ aUwais assuxid 

T. SMITH. 

I most hartely thank yow for yo' Booke of the 

storye of the passid trebles in Fraunce, but helas 
who shall now worthely write of these new treasons 
and cruelties more barbarous then ever the Sdthians 
used* Both my L. Treasurer and I have bene more 
then ones or twies suters to her Ma^ for yo^ comyng 
home, and somtyme we had it grawntid but streight 
revokid; the lettres faier written, and immediately 
callid back* Ye must I se enduer for a tyme, but I 
trust it shall not be long. 
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LETTER CCCClll. 

William Paulety Marquess of Winchester, and Robert 
Home, Biihop of Winehetier, to Sir Henry Rad'^ 
eliffe, Captain of Portsmouth, and the Mayor and 
Officers there, to examine all Strangers who resort 
into the Kingdom, under pretence of Liberty of 
Coneciencem 

[MS. oonoN. TCSPAS. f, xii. Ibl. m. OHir.] 

Whereas the hono'^ Coimsailehaye directed their: 
lettres unto us, which came to our hands this pre- 
sente morning, declaring howe they are enformed 
firom sondrie partes that sithenoe the first dale of 
September last past, many straungiers are repaired 
in to this - realm, imder pretence of the lihertie of 
their consciences, and for safetie of their Hres t and 
more are to be looked for dailie Sox that under the- 
ooulour thereof man j besides may resorte which have 
not like honest meanings towards the preservacion of 
the state and quiet of our countiy : and, thereupon 
have required us forthw^ to geve order unto all the 
officers of suche townes and parts adjoyning unto u&^ 
where any such straungiers doe make their abode^ 
to viewe and note as circumspectlie and directlie as 
theie may, what number of straungers have sithenoe 
the said first daie of September, repaired unto suche 
townes and portes, and howe mauie do remaine, and 
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howe many be departed thence, and whither ; noting 
perticulerlie what their names be, what nationy con- 
dicoii and qualitie theie be of, howe they doe behave 
them selves, howe mania mastexs, wifes, children, 
and servannts they be in the whole, and howe manie 
the said towne and portes is able to beare : we do 
require you, and also in the Oueenes Ma*" name doe 
chardge you personallie, to be with us at the citie of 
Winchester, upon this daie sevennight, which shalbe 
the v^ dale of November. And in the meane tyme 
so to indevour your selves as then we may receave in 
writing at your hands or at th'ands of some of youn, 
sufficient notice and certificate of the state touching 
the premisses within your chardge, for the satisffieng 
of the hono*^ Counsaile, yeven under hands, the 
xxjx*^ daie of OctoV, 1572. 

Yo^ loving trends, wynchester. 

BOB. WINTON. 

To the right worship'^ o"" loring frende 

S' Henrie Radclifi^ knightyCapitaiiM 

of Portesmouth. 
And to loving frends the Maior and 

odier Officers of the same, baste, 

haste. 

Constables and Tithingmen, see this 
Lettre conveighed from place to 
place, till they come to the place ap* 
pointed for the Quenes Ma^ seirice. 
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